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TO  HIS  GRACE, 

THE  DUKE  OF  BUCKINGHAM 
AND  CHANDOS, 


My  Lord  Duke, 

In  presenting  this  work  on  ancient  Rome 
to  your  Grace,  I  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
flattering  manner  in  which  my  desire  of  dedi- 
cating it  to  you  was  gratified. 

Conversant  and  familiar  as  you  are  known 
to  be  with  the  various  branches  of  learning 
and  science,  I  am  confident  that  any  work  of 
a  literary  character  could  not  be  more  favour- 
ably introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
than  under  sanction  of  your  Grace  ;  but  the 
peculiar  satisfaction  it  afibrds  me  arises  from 
your  special  knowledge  of  the  subject  treated 
of  in  the  following  pages.     It  was  whilst  you 
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were  encouraging  and  promoting  the  study 
of  antiquities  at  Rome  that  I  first  had  the 
honour  of  becoming  acquainted  with  your 
Grace,  and  of  observing  your  extensive  local 
information  on  the  subject  in  which  I  was 
then  engaged ;  I  ventured  at  that  time  to 
congratulate  myself  on  the  prospect  of  offer- 
ing to  you  the  result  of  my  observations, 
feeling  that  independently  of  any  classical 
merit  you  might  judge  the  work  to  possess, 
you  would  well  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
labour  and  researches  especially  require  dfor 
accomplishing  it. 

I  remian, 

My  Lord  Duke, 
With  sentiments  of  high  esteem. 

Your  Grace's 
Most  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

RICHARD  BURGESS. 


London^  August  16.  1831. 


PREFACE 


Ihe  ruins  and  topography  of  Rome,  ever  since 
the  re\nval   of  letters,   have  been   considered  by 
all  learned   men   as   a   subject    worthy  of  much 
attention,    and  tending   greatly  to   illustrate   the 
Latiu  classics:    indeed,    the    Roman    antiquaries, 
during  the  last  tlnee  centuries,  may  be  said,  in 
more  senses  than  one,  to  have  not  "  left  a  stone 
unturned."     The  first  of  them  did  little  more  than 
repeat  the  traditions  of  their  forefathers,  adding 
those  popular  passages  from  ancient  authors  which 
relate  to  the  memorable  scenes  of  Roman  valour, 
rather  than   determine  names  and  localities.     Of 
this  class  of  writers,  Camucci,  Biondo,  Fxdvio,  may 
be  mentioned  as  the  most  useful :    Fauno,  Mauro, 
Fabricio,    and  a  host   of  others,   have   also  their 
merits-     But  especially,  being  more  free  trom  con- 
troversy than  then*  successors,  they  generally  set 
down  the  things  as  they  saw  them,  without  ofier- 
ing  their  own  conjectures;  and  thus,  many  ruins 
that  have  long  since  disappeared,  are  preserved  in 
their  notices  and  descriptions*    On  the  other  hand, 
as  they  reasoned  but  little  upon  the  authenticity  of 
the  monumeuts,  they  adopted  the  popular  name 

A3 


A 


VI 


PREFACE. 


without  much  enquiry  into  the  propriety  of  it; 
and  hence  many  strange  errors  were  consecrated, 
and  a  store  of  contention  laid  up  for  posterityr 
The  learned  Pan\Tnio  may  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  another  school :  under  him  and  Marliano  the 
study  of  Roman  antiquities  became  an  important 
branch  of  literature:  under  Santo  Baitoli  and  his 
ally  Bellori,  together  with  Palladio,  Serlio,  and 
others  of  the  architectural  department,  it  became 
a  science  J  and,  finally,  was  embellislied  and  re- 
commended to  the  lovers  of  the  fine  arts  by  the 
genius  of  Piranesi, 

Nardinij  doubtless,  surpassed  all  his  predecessors 
in  diligence  of  compilings  and  he  may  be  said  to 
have  framed  the  creed  of  the  Roman  antiquary : 
but,  in  point  of  learning  and  just  criticism,  he  was 
far  inferior  to  the  Jesuit  Donatas  ;  and  had  it  been 
desirable  to  translate  any  work  upon  ancient  Rome 
into  the  English  language,  perhaps  none  would 
have  so  good  a  claim  upon  the  author  of  the  fol- 
lowing Dissertations  as  that  of  Donatus:  Boissard 
is  too  prolix;  Panciroli  and  Fabricio  too  short j 
and  even  Venuti,  tliough  the  last,  too  dull  and 
imperfect 

But  besides  the  authors  who  have  written  upon 
the  Topography  and  Antiquities  of  Rome  in 
general,  there  are  those  who  have  treated  par- 
ticular branches  of  the  subject.  Justus  Ryckius 
wrote  a  learned  treatise  upon  the  Capitol  alone : 
Gorio  produced  a  folio  volume  upon  a  single  co- 
lumbarium: Fabretti  and  Albert  Cassio  bestowed 
many  years  of  labour  and  much  erudition  .upon  the 
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aqueducts:  Bianchini  spent  his  fortune  and  his 
life  in  endeavouring  to  illustrate  the  Palatine  hill: 
some  have  dwelt  upon  the  theatres  and  circuses : 
others  have  described  the  <' therm©:"  and  often 
the  fragments  of  a  coliimn,  a  few  bricks,  or  a 
mutilated  inscription,  have  given  rise  to  volumes 
of  epliemerai  controversy ;  and  this  has  had  the 
effect  of  deterring  many  from  studying  the  monu- 
ments of  ancient  Rome- 

Besides  these  writings,  there  are  the  chroniclers 
of  antiquities,  and  the  collectors  of  inscriptions ; 
not  the  least  useful  class  of  authors :  among  the 
former,  Flaminius  Vacca  takes  tlie  lead:  Aldo- 
andrini  and  Santa  Bartoli  have  contributed  to  the 
stock;  and  Ficoroni  has  worked  his  "Vestiges" 
into  a  quarto  volume. 

Mazocchi,  Marini,  and  others,  have  carefully 
collected  the  epigrams  and  dedicatory  inscriptions 
throughout  Rome,  whicli  had  survived  tbe  disasters 
of  the  middle  ages.  In  this  manner  a  prodigious 
mass  of  erudition  was  accumulated ;  until,  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  century,  the  study  of  Rome 
and  its  antiquities  had  been  carried  as  far  as  learn- 
ing could  take  it  5  for  it  would  be  difficult  to  point 
out  a  passage  in  any  ancient  author,  which  serves 
to  establish  a  topographical  fact,  that  had  not 
already  been  collected  by  the  antiquaries  of  the 
two  preceding  centuries.  Something  more  was 
now  required  to  give  a  new  impulse  and  an  ad- 
ditional interest  to  the  subject.  The  system  of 
excavations  adopted  by  the  French,  and  continued 
by  the  popes  after  their  restoration,  effected  this. 
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Mucli  new  light  was  thrown  upon  many  of  the 
ancient  monuments;  and  the  labours  of  the  old 
antiquaries  (scattered  over  a  vast  surface)  were 
again  dragged  from  their  obscurity.  Periodical 
publications  were  set  on  foot,  —  the  Academy  of 
St  Luke  overwhelmed  with  disserUitions,  — the 
artist  and  the  architect  resumed  the  pencil  and  the 
compass.  With  the  aid  of  all  those  learned  trea- 
tises, which  descend  like  an  inheritance  to  tlie 
Roman  "  literati,"  it  might  have  seemed  an  ob- 
vious task  for  some  one  of  them  to  liave  given  a 
complete  and  interesting  account  of  Rome :  but 
for  the  execution  of  a  work  of  this  nature,  whicli 
should  serve  at  the  same  time  as  a  guide  to  the 
stranger,  perhaps  the  antiquaries  of  Rome  are  the 
persons  the  least  adapted;  for  being  deeply 
engaged  in  the  investigation  of  what  generally 
eludes  tlie  enquiries  of  common  observers,  and 
frequently  intent  upon  a  favourite  system  on 
■whicli  their  reputation  is  made  to  depend,  tliey  will 
not  condescend  to  instruct  the  ignorant ;  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  Venuti's  •*  description"  has 
been  thought  worthy  of  being  reprinted  as  a  good 
compendium  of  the  antiquities,  it  will  be  enough 
to  show  the  poverty  of  that  class  of  publications. 

It  is  tnie  there  are  Itineraries  framed  with 
much  discrimination,  which  may  serve  as  element- 
ary books  in  a  cursory  view  of  Rome;  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  Itinerary  which  Professor  Nibby 
has  compiled  according  to  the  method  of  Vasi, 
and  which  contiiins  as  much  information  as  coidd 
well  be  conveyed  in  so  small  a  compass:    it  has 
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also  been  thought  expedient  to  republish  Nardini 
with  notes  and  illustrations ;  — but,  independently 
of  these  works  being  inaccessible  to  the  English 
reader,  they  are  either  too  much  or  too  little  for 
arriving  at  that  degree  of  antiquarian  knowledge 
which  a  winter  resident  desires ;  nor  are  they  of  a 
nature  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  generality 
of  readers:  the  work  which  must  do  this  ought 
to  be  something  between  the  dry  researches  of 
an  antiquary  and  the  jejune  information  of  an 
itinerary;  it  should  make  the  subject  subservient 
to  history,  and  open  up  as  many  sources  of  useful 
information  as  it  is  capable  of  discovering. 

The  author  of  the  following  Dissertations,  find- 
ing no  such  work  written  in  the  Latin  and  Italian 
languages,  had  frequenUy  occasion  to  complain,  as 
well  as  to  hear  others  complain,  of  this  deficiency ; 
but  it  still  remained  to  see  whether  any  of  our 
learned  English  travellers  had  supplied  it. 

Who  does  not  admire  the  inimitable  remarks  of 
Forsyth?  who  does  not  see  that  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
had  he  illustrated  the  whole  of  ancient  Rome,  in- 
stead of  "  Childe  Harold's"  selections,  would  have 
taken  away  the  reproach  from  our  travelling  /iVe- 
rati?  Mr.  Burton  would  have  written  the  work 
to  be  desired,  had  he  spent  more  time  in  Rome, 
made  a  different  arrangement  for  more  general 
topography,  and  lefl  the  churches  to  "  classical 
tourists."  Yet  these  are  the  only  works,  if  we  ex- 
cept Lumisden,  which  illustrate,  with  any  degree 
of  learning,  the  topography  and  antiquities  of 
Rome,  —  insufficient  as  guides,  incomplete  as  trea- 
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tises,  as  the  authors  themselves  would  be  ready  to 
acknowledge. 

The  design  of  the  following  work,  therefore,  is 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  this  branch  of  our 
classical  literature  j  to  investigate,  with  the  aid  of 
all  that  has  gone  before  it,  the  site  of  ancient 
IJome  ;  to  give  a  fair,  an  impartial  account  of  the 
ruins  j  and  to  settle  the  claims  of  conflicting  names, 
without  entering  into  endless  discussions,  or  lean- 
ing to  particular  theories ;  to  connect,  as  mucli  as 
possible,  the  monuments  with  the  history  of  Rome ; 
and  to  direct  the  learned  reader  to  the  proper 
sources  for  extending  his  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject: and  so  far,  it  is  hoped,  the  work  may  be 
found  useful,  even  to  those  who  have  not  visited 
the  "  eternal  city."  It  is,  however,  more  especially 
designed  for  the  use  of  those  who  have  either  seen 
or  intend  to  see  Rome ;  and  on  this  account  it  is 
presented  in  the  form  of  Dissertations ;  and  the 
reader  is  supposed  to  be  stationed  on  the  several 
localities:  the  plan  of  the  whole  is  more  fully  de- 
veloped in  the  tliird  Dissertation. 

It  is  not  intended  as  a  substitute  for  the  common 
itineraries,  but  rather  as  a  companion  to  them ; 
for  there  is  very  little  said  upon  the  many  interest- 
ing objects  which  the  modern  city  presents :  an 
index  will,  therefore,  be  appended,  to  combine 
with  the  arrangement  of  the  most  popular  guide- 
books. 

Besides  an  alphabetical  index,  a  third  will  be 
added,  in  which  the  monuments  will  be  classed  in 
chronological  order.     The  architectural  terms  oc- 
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casionaUy  introduced  may  require  some  apology  ; 
they  are,  however,  generally  either  of  the  most 
popular  kind,  or  else  they  are  explained.  It  has 
frequently  been  found  expedient  to  use  Latin  or 
Italian  words ;  but  any  thing  that  might  have  the 
appearance  of  being  too  learned  for  an  ordinary 
reader  has  been  kept  as  clear  of  the  text  as  pos- 
sible, and  will  stand  apart  for  the  use  of  those  only 
who  may  wish  to  study  the  ruins  of  Rome  more 
critically. 

The  numerous  notes  are .  not  written  with  any 
view  to  make  a  display  of  learning ;  but  in  a 
subject  of  this  nature  the  authorities  of  ancient 
authors  are  indispensable,  and  many  of  them  are 
found  in  writings  which  do  not  come  within  the 
usual  routine  of  classical  reading.  The  public 
libraries  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Geneva  have  fur- 
nished the  editions  of  the  authors  from  which  the 
quotations  are  taken ;  and  this  will  explain  why 
the  same  editions  are  not  always  cited  j  but  where 
the  change  occurs,  it  is  marked  by  a  special 
reference.  The  author  has  no  wish  to  assume  the 
credit  for  labour  which  does  not  belong  to  him ; 
for  although  he  has  seldom  taken  an  authority  at 
second-hand,  yet  most  of  them  were  already  col- 
lected by  the  antiquaries  above  mentioned ;  and  if 
he  has  sometimes  indulged  in  a  few  reflections, 
they  were  suggested  on  the  very  spot,  in  those 
moments  when  the  mind  is  glad  to  moralise  upon 
the  result  of  its  enquiries,  and  to  take  refuge  in  its 
own  sentiments. 
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The  Plans  which  accoiTipany  the  Dissertations 
and  some  of  the  smaller  sketches,  aie  made  by 
Signer  Pardini,  of  Lucca,  architect.  It  will  suf- 
fice to  examine  the  restorations  of  the  Temple  of 
Venus  and  Rome  to  judge  of  the  talents  and  in- 
genuity of  that  gentleman,  to  whom  the  author 
is  so  far  indebted,  that,  without  his  obliging  assist- 
ance, perhaps,  the  following  Dissertations  would 
never  have  been  accomplished.  The  kindness  and 
friendship  of  Mr.  Engelhart  is  also  to  be  grate- 
fully acknowledged,  in  supplying  several  of  the 
sketches  and  impressions  of  the  medals. 

If  the  autlior  has  succeeded  in  lus  undertaking, 
he  may,  perhaps,  lay  some   claim  to  the  merit  of 
industry  J  but  the  success  must  be  attributed  to  the 
advantages  he  has  had  of  a  residence  of  several 
winters  in  Rome,  and,  consequently,  of  access  to 
the  best  sources  of  information.     He  might  appeal 
to  the  indulgence  of  his  readers  on  the  score  of  this 
work  being  but  the  production  of  his  leisure  hoursj 
and  frequently  liable  to  long  interruptions  ;  -^  he 
might  plead  his  more  important  occupations,    to 
which  the  topogra])hy  and  antiquities  were  at  all 
times  subordinate  j  but  willi  things  like  these  the 
public  have  little  concern.     In  the  present  day, 
when  both  men  and  their  works  stand  or  fall  by 
their  own  merit,  it  would  be  equally  superfluous  in 
an  author  to  magnify  tlie  difficulties  and  ijnport- 
ance  of  his  subject,  or  to  attempt  to  extenuate  tlie 
faults  which  appear  in  the  execution.     If  the  fol- 
lowing Dissertations  be  found  to  answer  the  design. 
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and  to  justify  their  pretensions,  they  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  permanently  useful,  and  will  be  appre- 
ciated ;  if  not,  they  will  share  the  fate  of  many 
other  productions,  which  appear  for  a  day,  but  to 
be  consigned  to  oblivion. 


Rome,  ^;>n;il.  1831. 
No.  85*  Piazza  di  Spagna- 
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DISSERTATION  THE  FIRST. 

ON  OKVERAL  TOPOORAPHT  (fROM  THB  TOWER  OF  THE 
CAMPIDOOLIO). 


**    A  world  is  ftt  our  feet  u  ftagile  m  our  clay.  '* 

Btkov.  ! 


The  greatest  part  of  the  population  of  Rome  is 
now  comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  Field  of 
Mars  (Campus  Mariins).  Three  of  the  seven  hills 
are  covered  with  buildings,  but  are  only  thinly 
inhabited ;  the  district  "  beyond  the  Tyber,"  in- 
cluding the  "  Borgo,"  contains  the  rest  of  the 
Roman  people ;  the  other  parts  of  ancient  Rome 
are  left  in  that  solitude,  which  is  so  well  adapted 
to  the  imposing  ruins.  The  surrounding  country, 
called  the  Campagna  of  Rome,  has  been  happily 
designated  "  a  marble  wilderness,**  through  which 
the  Tyber  flows  (reckoning  from  the  mount  Soracte 
to  Ostia)  for  about  a  distance  of  fifty  miles. 
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The  Capitoline  hill  may  be  ahnost  said  to 
divide  the  ancient  from  tlie  modern  cit}\  From 
the  top  of  the  high  tower  which  stands  upon  it, 
is  a  panoramic  view  of  Rome  and  the  Campagna: 
here  we  propose  to  take  a  station,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  our  first  topographical  survey,  to  trace 
the  outlines  of  the  seven  hillSi  and  to  point  out 
the  successive  enlargements  of  the  city. 

The  landscape,  wliich  is  about  to  offer  us  so 
many  interesting  details,  will  probably  be  already 
impressed  upon  the  memory  of  most  of  our  readers : 
they  can  easily  dispense  with  our  tribute  of  ad- 
miration ;  and  to  those  who  may  be  induced  to  read 
our  Dissertation  on  tiie  spot,  it  would  be  equally 
superfluous.  The  glowing  tints  which  gild  the 
stately  palaces  and  ruins,  ■ —  the  magic  light  which 
plays  over  the  undulated  Campagna,  and  mingles 
"with  the  deep  blue  shades  of  the  Alban  hills,  —  the 
interest  which  is  accumulated  from  tlie  liistory  of 
full  2000  years,  and  spread,  like  the  genius  of  the 
place,  over  every  vineyard,  hill,  and  valley,  —  will 
not  easily  be  effaced  from  the  recollection  of  those 
who  liave  stood,  or  may  stand,  on  the  Campidoglio ; 
and  if  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  they  read  the 
"  Topography  and  Antiquities  of  Rome,"  it  will 
be  with  a  zest  which  those,  wlio  only  know  Rome 
from  descriptions,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  ex- 
perience. It  is  for  the  former  class  of  readers,  and 
for  those  who  will  actually  follow  us  in  our  topo- 
graphical enquiries,  that  this  work  is  chiefly  de- 
signed. Perhaps  to  others,  unless  they  read  with  an 
object  beyond  that  of  merely  being  amused,  we 
may  often  appear  tedious  :  we  sliall,  nevertheless, 
endeavour  to  make  the  dissertations  useful  even  to 
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those  who  have  never  \isitecl  Rome.  The  reader, 
however,  is  generally  supposed  to  he  on  tlie  spot, 
as  we  now  suppose  him  to  be  standing  on  that  side 
of  the  tower  of  the  CampidogHo  which  fronts  the 
hills  of  Albano.  It  was  intended  to  confine  our 
observations  within  the  limits  of  the  city  ;  but  we 
can  scarcely  cast  our  eyes  over  the  Campagna 
without  enquiring  for  the  boundaries  of  Latium 
and  the  Sabine  territory ;  it  will  be  convenient  to 
point  out  those  first,  for  they  are  supposed  to  have 
included  towns  which  were  in  existence  long  before 
the  foundation  of  Rome. 

The  Tyber,  which  is  seen  so  conspicuously  from 
the  Campidoglio,  winding  towards  the  sea,  divides 
the  country  known  to  the  ancients  by  the  name  of 
Etniria,  from  the  more  popular  district  of  Latium : 
hence  that  celebrated  river  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rome  is  called  by  the  poets,  indiiferently,  a 
river  of  Latium,  or  of  Etruria.^  Our  business  at 
present  is  only  with  that  portion  of  it  wliich  lies 
between  its  junction  with  the  Anio,  about  three 
miles  east  of  Rome,  and  its  confluence  with  the 
Mediterranean  at  Ostia,  This  outline,  of  about 
twenty  miles  in  extent,  has  always  been  considered 
as  one  fixed  boundary  of  Latium ;  in  other  respects, 
its  limits  were  gradually  enlarged  with  the  first  con- 
quests of  the  Romans- 
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'  "  Ciiltor  Lath  per  opaca  silentia  Tibris 

Labitur.*'  FalisciiSy  Cf/negeticony  v.  38. 

*'  Adoptatusque,  Tttscis 

Gurgitibus  puer  innatasti." 

Papin.  Stat.  Lyricum  ad  Septim.  Seveno». 
These  passages  are  also  accurately  descriptive. 
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The  first  Latium  *  comprised  only  the  little 
kingLlom  of  Liitiiuis,  extending  along  the  sea  coast 
from  the  Tyber  to  the  stream  of  Nuniicus.  In  the 
direction  of  the  Basilica  of  St,  Paul's,  as  viewed 
from  our  sfcUion,  was  its  most  ancient  capital,  Lau- 
rentimi ;  and  at  an  increased  angle  of  about  twenty 
degrees  may  be  found  the  direction  of  Lavinium. 
The  modern  names  of  Torre  Patenio  and  Pratica 
have  succeeded  to  the  sites  of  those  long-lost  cities ; 
and  trackless  woods  and  marshes  now  cover  the 
scenes  of  the  last  six  books  of  tlie  ^neid»-  The 
country  of  the  Kutuli  was  situated  beyond  the  Nu- 
niicus, between  the  sea  coast  and  the  skirts  of  the 
neighbouring  hills :  the  village  of  Ardea,  distant 
but  five  miles  from  Pratica,  preserves  tlie  ancient 
name  and  situation  of  the  city  of  Turnus. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  define  whether  we  arc  now 
tracing  those  vestiges  of  antiquity  by  the  light  of 
authentic  history,  or  by  the  more  dazzling  though 
less  steady  light  of  tradition  and  poetry ;  but  tlie 
task  is  so  pleasing,  that  we  are  willing  to  yield  to 
any  uncertain  guide  which  promises  to  help  us  to 
delineate  the  scenes  of  Virgil's  narrative.  We 
may,  thereibrc,  now  follow  the  **  boy  Ascanius'* 
from  the  Lavinian  shores  to  the  more  celebrated 
capital,  which  gave  birth  to  Rome  itself.'' 

The  higliest  summit  in  the  chain  of  hills  before 
us  is  tlic  Alban  mount,  now  called  Monte  Cavo : 
half  way  between  that  summit  and  the  plain  on 
the  west,  may  be  discovered  the  modern  Albano : 
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•  See  Note  A,  at  the  end  of  the  Volume. 

2  Compare  Virg,  JBn.  lib.  vii,  et  viii, ;  and  Straboj  lib.  v. 

*  Vide  TiL  Lit\  lib.  i.  in  prlncip. 
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a  little  more  to  tlie  left,  the  lake  lies  concealed  in 
its  volcanic  basin,  and  its  borders  are  marked  by  a 
darker  shade  of  wood,  and  the  more  conspicuous 
edifices  of  Castel  Gandolfo.  It  was  on  the  long 
ridge,  bordering  the  southern  part  of  the  lake, 
where  the  son  of  ^^neas  is  said  to  have  built  Alba 
Longa  [A.C.  115i2]  ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  said  tliat 
a  vestige  of  that  long-lost  city  may  be  traced.'*  The 
fourteen  kings  of  Alba  Longa  are  of  doubtful  authen- 
ticity; and,  whatever  acquisition  of  territory  might 
be  made  by  them,  Rome  was  at  length  enabled  to 
wrest  from  the  rival  state  its  dominions.  Tullus 
Hostilius,  the  tliird  king  of  Rome,  reduced  Alba; 
Ancus  Martins  built  the  port  at  Ostia;  and  Tar- 
quin  the  Proud  comprised  in  the  second  Latium, 
Gabii,  Ardea,  and  penetrated  into  the  country  of 
the  Volsci,  which  lay  beyond  the  Alban  Hills.* 
Algidum,  Tusculum,  Labicum,  and  other  towns  of 
great  antiquity,  were  added  to  the  territory  of 
Rome  with  much  labour;  and  it  will  now  be  ne- 
cessary to  mark  the  limits  of  the  country  pi'operly 
called  by  the  Romans  —  Latium  A^itiquttm. 

The  Anio  has  its  source  among  those  Wgher 
mountains  which  appeal'  to  the  left  of  the  Alban 
hills,  in  a  direction  that  may  be  marked  by  looking 
over  the  basihca  of  Santa  Croce;  it  becomes  a 
river  at  Sublaco^  fetches  a  compass  beyond  the 
mount  Guadagnolo,  and  reaches  Tivoli  at  the  dis- 


*  Nevertheless,  the  Abate  Ricci  has  written  a  cjuartc  volume 
upon  it. 
^  Vide  Tit,  Liv.  lib.  i.  passim. 
'  Vide  Plin,  Hist.  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  12. 
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tance  of  about  fitly  uiilcs  trom  its  source.  It  con- 
tinues to  flow  through  the  Campagna,  from  Tivoli 
to  its  junction  with  the  Tyber,  dividing  (in  this 
distance  of  about  nineteen  miles)  Latium^  from 
the  Sabine  temtory.  Thus,  a  portion  of  the  two 
rivers  with  the  sea  coast  form  three  of  the  utmost 
boundaries  of  Latiuni  Antiquum,  It  is  not  so  easy 
to  define  its  limits  at  any  given  period  towards  the 
south.  We  learn  from  Pliny  that  ancient  Latium, 
properly  so  called,  extended  along  tlie  sea  coast, 
from  the  Tyber  to  Circeii  (now  S.  Felice),  being 
a  distance  of  fifty  miles.*  At  a  subsequent  period, 
Latium  advanced  as  far  as  the  Liris,  and  even  to 
Sinuessa**;  thus  joining  Campania  and  the  ancient 
country  of  the  Samnites.^"     It  is  probable  that, 


'  '*  Aniene,  qui  et  ipse  futviyabilis  Latium  iucludit  a  tergo." 
J-—  PUn,  HisL  Nat  lib,  iii.  cap.  5. 

^  "  Latiuni  antiquum  a  Tiberi  Circeios  servatum  est  M» 
IMrauum  L.  longitudine :  .  .  .  .  et  ultra  Circeios^  Volsci,  Osci, 
AusoneB  ;  uude  nomen  raodoLatii  processitad  Lirin  amnem." — 
JP/iK.  HisL  Nat,  lib,  iii.  cap.  5. 

But  Strabo  computes  the  distance  from  Ostia  to  the  Moiis 
Circeius  to  be  550  stadia;  differing  from  Pliuy  by  about  fighteen 
miles  I  Pliny,  or  his  text,  may  be  often  justly  charged  with 
inaccuracy  in  measurements  ;  but  in  tlie  present  instance  he  is 
correct.  Compare  Strabo^  lib.  v.  torn.  i.  p.  350.  edit.  Amstelod. 
1 707)  and  the  Carta  Peutingeriana,  The  error  of  Strabo  has 
escaped  the  notice  of  Albert!,  but  not  of  Cluverius;,  wlio,  as 
UBual,  sets  about  correcting  the  text.  Vide  Cluv.  liaL  torn.  ii. 
p.  992.  edit.  1719. 

0  "  Oppidum  Sinuessa  extremum  in  adjecto  Latio,"  &c.  — 
Plin,  Hist.  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  5. 

T^*  fAta-vyata*  5f  vpcrtpoy  fAtv  »  iroXX^v,  ti^spQV  8e  xal  f^i^pi  Ka/iirair/otv 
Sm'txivi   %%)   J,a.vviTwv  %al  niXiyyuy  xai   oXXftiy    twk  to  AtiVmi'W  k»to»- 

Wrrary.  —  Strobo,  lib.  v.  p.  353.  edit*  Amstelod. 
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long  before  the  time  of  Strabo,  the  several  distinct 
nations  which  had  exercised  the  valour  of  the 
Romans  in  their  first  conquests  were  blended  in: 
the  general  name  of  Latini. "  Independeut  of 
the  tribes  who  dwelt  about  the  Alban  hills,  and 
the  Aborigines  in  the  plain  nearer  Rome,  we  may 
enumerate  the  Rutuli»  the  Volsci,  the  Equi,  the 
Hernici,  aud  the  Ausones.  The  situations  of  the 
two  former  have  already  been  intimated ;  the  Equi 
dwelt  along  tlie  roots  of  the  mountains  extending 
from  Tibur  to  Pra^neste;  the  Hernici  inhabited 
more  towards  the  south,  and  the  source  of  the 
Anio ;  and  the  territory  of  the  still  more  distant 
Ausones  reached  to  the  Liris :  this  country,  there- 
fore, in  its  full  extent,  may  more  properly  be 
designated  the  New  Latium,  or  the  Latiuni  of  the 
Empire.  ^^ 

The  ancient  country  of  the  Sabines  compre- 
hended all  that  territory  lying  between  the  Anio 
and  the  Tyber  j  as  far  as  tliose  two  rivers,  with 
the  mountains  for  a  base,  form  nearly  an  isosceles 
triangle :  the  extremities  of  that  base  may  be 
conceived  to  lie  beyond  the  mount  Guadagnolo, 
and  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  mount  Soracte  '^ ;  at 


Strabo,  lib,  v.  p.  353.  edit.  Amstelod.  p.  355. 

*2  Ptolemy  the  astronomer,  who  lived  in  the  age  of  Antoninus 
Pius,  includes  in  Latium  tlie  tov^Ti  of  Forinia;,  now  Mola  de 
Gaeta.    Vide  Claud,  Ptokvu  p.  61.   edit.  Frankl".  1605. 

**  The  Mons  Soracte,  now  piously  corrupted  into  Saint 
Oreste,  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  its  dark  blue  ridge  stands  isolated 
from  any  other  mountain  ;  but  it  is  seldom  seen  in  the  manner 
the  poet  has  immortalised  it:  **  Alta  nive  candidum."  It 
would  rather  appear  that  Horace  is  describing  the  unusual  ap- 
pearance of  a  very  severe  winter,  as  if  he  had  said,  — 
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tliese  points  tlie  rivers  suddenly  diverge,  and  con- 
tinue nearly  in  opposite  directions  ;  the  vertex  is 
at  the  junction  of  the  rivers,  which  takes  place,  as 
has  been  observed,  at  the  short  distance  of  three 
miles  from  the  city'"*:  the  Sabine  territory',  tliere- 
fore,  approachetl  nearer  to  Home  than  any  other 
of  the  nei<^iiboiiring  countries;  and  this  may  easily 
account  for  the  first  wars  of  Ronnihis  being  waged 
agauist  that  people,  which  ended  iu  tlie  two 
nations  being  united  under  one  king,'^  [A.C.  T"^?*] 
We  shall  now  proceed  to  point  out  some  of  the 
most  celebrated  places  of  Latiiui],  as  tlicy  may  be 
discerned  from  the  tower  of  the  Capitol. 

We  have  already  left  the  scene  of  VirgiFs 
"  epic  war,"  in  the  dreary  country  that  extends 
along  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  the  eye 
has  been  directed  to  the  Monte  Cavo,  on  which 
stood  the  temple  ol'Jupiter  Latialis.  To  this  summit 
tlie  minor  triumphs  ascended*,  to  perform  the  usual 
sacrifices,  and  the  Via  Numinis,    as   the  initials 


"  Vides,  ut  l^etiam']  alta  etet  nive  candidum 
Soracte,"  &c.  Hor,  Carm,  lib.  i.  9. 

'•*  Tlie  Sabine  territory,  as  well  as  Latium,  was  extended 
towards  the  Hadriatic,  far  beyond  tlie  limits  here  assigned  to  it, 
before  Strabo  wrote.  Sabina,  says  that  geographer,  was  a 
narrow  country;  but  measured  from  Nonicntum  to  tJio  Vestini 
1000  stadia  (125  miles)  in  length  :  it  was  also  rich  in  olives  and 
vines,  (Vide  lib.  v,  p.  3iO.)  He  says  as  much  of  the  fertility 
of  Latium,  except  about  Ardea  and  towards  the  Pontine 
Marshes,  where  the  maCaria  reigned. 

**  "  Sabinii|ue  et  Uomuni  uuus  populus  efficerentur."  — 
Ettirop.  Her.  Rom.  in  Roinulo, 

Tlie  same  author  deduces  tlie  origin  of  the  Roman  prQenomen 
from  this  union.     Ibid, 

*  See  Note  B. 
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V.  N.,  still  legible  on  the  pavement,  testify, 
may  be  followed  for  several  lumdred  feet  in  un- 
interrupted preservation.  This  conspicuous  object 
was  seen  over  the  whole  of  Latium,  and  niiglit  be 
considered  as  the  joyful  sign  of  home  to  the 
mariners  approaching  the  port  of  OstiaJ^ 

Beneath  the  summit  of  the  Monte  Cavo,  but 
inclining  to  the  left,  the  eye  reposes  upon  a  green 
plain,  whicli  is  readily  contrasted  with  the  sur- 
rounding woods  :  tliis  plain  is  commonly  called  the 
camp  of  Hannibal ;  not,  surely,  because  Hannibal 
ever  had  his  camp  there;  but  because,  according 
to  Livy,  the  Komans  placed  a  garrison  on  the 
Alban  mount,  when  the  Carthaguiian  hovered 
about  the  walls  of  Rome,  '^  The  modern  village  of 
Rocca  di  Papa,  seen  at  the  same  time  with  the 
plain,  has  been  supposed,  from  its  rehitivc  situ- 
ation, to  occupy  the  site  of  the  citiidel  of  AlbanoJ** 


^'  Turn  gratus  lulo. 


Atque  novercali  scdes  pralata  Lavino, 
Coiispicitur  sublimis  apex,  cui  Candida  nomen 
Scrofa  dedit,"  &c.  Jui\  Sat.  xii.  v.70.  &c. 

1'  "  Prtpsidia  in  arce,  in  Capitolio,  in  muris  circa  urbem.  In 
monte  etiam  Albano  atque  arce  Tusculana  ponuntur."  —  Tit, 
Lh\  lib.  xxvi.  cap.  10. 

is  Wlien  the  Gauls  were  repulsed,  and  driven  by  the  Romans 
beyond  their  own  encampment,  tliey  miule  for  the  most  conspi- 
cuous citadel ;  that  was,  says  Livy^  the  Arx  Albana :  "  Q.uod 
editissimum  viter  tpqitaks  tttmtdos  occurrcbat  oculis,  Arcem  AI- 
banam  petunt/*  Lib.  vii.  c.*24.  It  would  be  of  little  service  to 
the  spectiitor  on  the  tower  of  the  Cimipidoglio  to  give  any  cri- 
tical account  or  description  of  Latium,  iurtlierthaii  is  necessary 
for  j>ointing  out  the  most  remarkable  and  visible  objects :  an 
accurate  accoiuit  or  description  of  that  nature  would  require 
more  bodily  labour,  and  pi-rhaps  more  patient  investigation,  than 
the  topography  and  antiquities  of  Rome  itself.  Signor  Nibby's 
^'^*(*Offio  Atitir/tmno  will,  however,  be  consulted  with  much 
pleasure  and  advantage. 
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Above  tins  village,  still  keeping  our  direction 
towards  the  Anio,  rises  another  summit,  more 
distant  and  little  inferior  in  height  to  the  Alban 
mount ;  that  is  the  mount  Algido,  beyond  which 
was  the  town  of  that  name,  belonging  to  the  Equi. 
This  mount  was  crowned  by  the  temple  of  Diana'", 
and  is  celebrated  in  ancient  song  as  the  coolest 
retreat  in  the  neighourhood  of  Rome  ^ :  the  snow 
fetched  from  the  cavities  near  the  top  of  the 
Algido,  still  supphes  the  luxury  of  the  Eternal 
City.  A  little  within  the  hills  that  intervene 
between  Albano  and  Frascati  are  the  modern 
villages  of  Marino  and  Grotta  Ferrata ;  and  in 
passing  from  one  to  the  other,  may  be  traversed 
the  Vallis  Ferentina,  so  renowned  in  the  first  ages 
of  Rome,  wlicre  the  diet  of  the  Latin  states 
assembled  to  discuss  the  interests  of  peace  and 
war,  ^'  Tlie  town  of  Frascati,  which  adorns  the 
nearest  eminence  in  the  cliain  of  hills,  cannot  be 
mistaken ;  its  imposing  buildings,  at  the  distance 
of  twelve  miles,  must  ah-cady  have  attracted  the 
attention  uf  the  spectator ;  but  it  does  not  occupy 
tlie  site  of  the  ancient  Tusculum :  that  city,  which 
is  inseparable  from  the  immortal  name  of  Cicero, 


19  u  Vo3  Isetam  fluviis,  et  nemonim  coma, 
Quaecunque  ant  gelido  prominet  Algido, 
Nigris  aut  Erymantlii 

Silvis,"  &c.  Bar,  Carm,  lib.  L  21. 

2**  "  Nam  qua;  nivaii  pascltur  Algido 
Devota,  qucrcus  inter  et  ilices, 
Aut  crescit  Albania  in  herbis 
Victima,"  &c.  ffor.  Cartn.  lib.iii.  23. 

21  Vide  Tit,  Liv*  lib.  i.  cap.  50*  51.;  et  Dionj/s.  Halicam.  lib.ii. 
cap.  45.  et  seq.  torn.  i.  p.  237.  edit.  Oxon.  1704. 
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was  situated  near  two  miles  from  the  modern 
to^\^^,  aiid  not  much  below  the  mount  Algido.  A 
new  interest  has  been  given  to  Tusculum,  by  the 
excavations  lately  made  amongst  its  ruins ;  but 
the  antiquary  still  seeks  in  vain  for  the  veritable 
scene  of  the  Tusculan  Questions* 

The  hills  of  Frascati,  amongst  which  we  may 
include  the  Monte  Porzio'^  gradually  decline  to- 
wards the  territory  of  the  Equi ;  but  before  they 
close  with  that  undulated  plain,  there  is  distinctly 
to  be  seen,  on  their  last  and  lowest  eminence,  the 
village  of  La  Colonna.  It  is  concluded  from  a  pas- 
sage in  Strabo  ^,  and  from  an  inscription  discovered 
on  the  spot  -\  that  here  stood  the  ancient  Labicum : 
this  was  one  of  the  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rome,  which  Coriolanus  got  possession  of  when 
he  waged  wai'  against  his  country ;  and  the  muse 
of  Virgil  revived  its  waning  fame  in  the  days  of 
Augustus.^ 

In  the  plain  which  lies  between  the  hills  we 
are  now  leavmg  and  the  mountains  we  shall  soon 
anive  at,  are  to  be  traced  tlie  vestiges  of  many 


^  This  mount  and  the  village  upon  it  are  Raid  to  derive  their 
names  from  tlie  villa  of  Marcus  Fortius  Cato,  which  was  situated 
in  that  ncigbl>ourhood.     Sec  Viaggio  Antiquario,  vol.  ii.  p.  59. 

23  Lib.  V.  torn.  i.  p.  362. 

2^  Fabretti  de  Aquis,  Sfc.  diss.iii.  p.  176.    Rom.  edit.  1778. 

25  Vide  TU,  Liv,  lib.  ii.  cap.  39. 

**  Et  picti  scuta  Labici." 

Virg,  JEru  vii.  796. 

A  few  years  before,  Cicero  had  represented  it  as  nearly  depo- 
pulated. 

"  Nisi  forte  te  Lavicana,  aut  Bovillana,  aut  Gabina  vicinitas 
adjuvabat ;  quibus  e  muiiiclptis  vix  jam  qui  carnem  Latinls 
petant  inveniuntur." —  CVc,  pro  Plwicwt  cap.  9.  Compare 
Note  B  at  the  end  of  the  Volume. 
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p  aces  which  shine  in  "  Livy's  pictured  page  ;  " 
but  in  the  dull  uniformity  of  that  part  of  the  Cam- 
pagna,  no  object  can  be  fixed  upon,  at  this  dis- 
tance, to  mark  their  situations  :  the  lake  Regillus, 
where  the  Tarquins  sustained  tfie  fatal  defeat; 
Gabii,  tlie  scene  of  their  stratagem  ;  and  Collatia, 
connected  with  tlie  name  of  Lucretia  and  the 
liberty  of  Rome,  are  still  sufficient  to  attract  the 
curiosity  of  the  stranger,  and  to  give  employment 
to  the  antiquary.-"  The  town  tliat  appears  at  the 
greatest  distance  upon  the  declivities  of  the  Prce- 
ncstine  mountains,  twenty-five  miles  from  Ronie^,  is 
Palestrina.  The  modern  name,  and  the  ruins  of  the 
famous  tem])le  of  Fortune,  nearly  of  equal  extent 
with  the  town  itselfi  indicate  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Pra^neste :  this  was  a  favourite  retreat  of  Augus- 
tus-^  and  therefore  has  not  been  left  unsung  by  his 
obsequious  bard.*^  The  names  of  La  Rocca  and 
Monte  S.  Pietro  have  been  applied  to  the  summit 
on  whicli  might  have  stood  the  citadel ;  and  it  may 
be  distinguished  from  our  station  far  above  the 


^  All  these  ancient  towns  had  their  respective  territories ; 
so  that  we  continually  read  of  the  Ager  Tusculanus,  Labicanus, 
Gabianus,  &c.  They  might  answer  to  the  modern  "  Com^ 
mune." 

2'  Tibur,  says  Strabo,  is  100  stadia  from  Pr£Eneste;and  Prae- 
neste  is  twice  that  distance  from  Home  :  tliis  makes  about 
twenty-five  miles.  Tibur,  he  adds,  is  somewhat  nearer  Home. 
Videhb.v. 

2*  "  Itinera  lectica,  et  noctibus  fere,  eaque  lenta  ac  minuta 
fociebat,  ut  Prajneste  ve)  Tibur  biduo  procederet." —  Suet,  in  vit. 
Octat,  Ixxxii. 

*'  "  Vester,  Camcenae,  vester  in  arduos 
Tollor  Sabinos  ;  scu  mihi  frigidum 
iNanc8tc,  scu  Tibur,''  »S.e, 

Hor,  Carm*  lib.  iii.  4. 
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town  itself.  The  citadel  of  Pnrncstc,  coupled  with 
the  names  of  SyJla  and  young  Marius,  will  recall  to 
memory  the  bloody  history  of  the  Social  War.^^ 

We  may  now  pass  alonj^  the  chain  of  barren 
mountains  for  a  distance  of  near  fourteen  miles; 
and  tlie  wearied  eye  will  repose  with  pleasure 
upon  the  fresh  hills  and  olives  that  adorn  the  en- 
virons of  Tivoli  ^' :  here,  the  Anio  reminds  us  that 
we  have  arrived  <it  the  boundary  of  Latium  j  for, 
in  that  direction,  the  country  never  extended  be- 
yond. Tibur,  the  resort  of"  the  ricli  and  powerful 
Romans,  its  villas,  its  landscapes,  and  its  ruins, 
have  often  been  described.^^  The  ravages  of  late 
years  made  by  tlie  "  praaceps  Anio,"  and  the 
works  of  Pope  Leo  XIL,  may  have  a  place  in 
future  descriptions ;  but  in  this  rapid  survey  of 
the  Campagna  of  Rome  we  are  only  pledged  to 
point  out  boundaries  and  celebrated  spots  —  there 
is  Tivoli :  — 

"  And  where  yon  bar 


Of  girdling  mountains  intercepts  the  sight, 
Tlie  Sabine  farm  was  till'd,  the  weary  bard's  dehght."  33 

The  country  beyond  the  Tyber,  as  was  observed, 
had  the  name  of  Etruria,  but  the  view  of  the  Cam- 


^ 

I 

M 


4 


■'O  See  Ferguson's  Poman  Republic,  ch.  xiv. 
■**'   Almost  all  that  remains  of  the  y^  Sia^epoVTw?  iXaUt^VTOi  xal 
a/KTtXo^e;  of  Strabo.    Compare  Note  1 4*.  p-8. 

2^  "  Et  praeceps  Anio,  ac  Tibumi  lucus,  et  uda 
Mobilibus  pomaria  rivis." 

Hot.  Carm.  hb.  i.  7.  &c. 
If  any  one  would  know  what  the  cascades  were,  Gray's  ani- 
mated description  should  not  be  forgotten.    See  his  Letter, 
dated  Tivoli,  p.  172.   l2mo,  London,  1«21. 

^^  ChiMe  Harold's  Pilgrimage,  canto  iv.  stanza  174*. 
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pagna,  towards  tlie  north,  is  intercepted  by  the 
Janiculimi,  the  Vatican,  and  the  Monte  Mario. 
The  Montes  Cimini  are  partially  visible  behind 
the  latter,  and  the  distant  Soracte  may  serve  to 
indicate  the  limits  of  Etruria,  and  the  Sabine 
territory**:  to  trace  the  outlines  of  the  seven  hills, 
we  must  turn  again  towards  the  south* 

It  would  seem  both  the  most  natural  and  useful 
method,  to  take  this  view  of  the  seven-hilled  city 
in  chronological  order,  if  we  could  really  ascertain 
the  periods  of  the  several  additions  to  the  city  of 
Romulus;  but  this,  as  well  as  most  events  which 
took  place  under  the  kings  of  Rome,  is  clouded 
witli  that  uncertainty  wliicli  hangs  over  the  origin 
of  all  nations.  If  we  say  the  Caelian  was  added 
by  Tullus  Hostilius,  upon  the  authority  of  Livy^, 
we  have  equally  the  authority  of  Dionysius  to  assert, 
that  it  w^as  added  by  Romulus  Jiimself  ^ ;  whilst 
Tacitus,  differing  from  both,  says  it  was  only  joined 
to  the  city  by  Tarquinius  Priscus.^^     The  same 


^*  See  VirgiL  j^neid,  lib.  vii.  C9S.  Sickler'a  map  of  the 
Campagna  di  Roma  may  be  consulted,  for  want  of  a  more  ac- 
curate one ;  Iiis  Pantogramma  will  be  used  with  more  advan- 
tage. Sir  Wm.  Gell's  map  has  appeared  since  this  observation 
was  made,  and  it  may  eventually  supt^rsedc  Siukler's. 

8*  TiU  Liv,  Wh.'i,  cap.  30.  Livy  is  followed  by  most  of  the 
later  historians.  Comp.  Sexttts  Aurdius  Victor  de  Viris  Elust, 
in  the  Hist,  August  p.  715.,  Hanovise  edit.  161 1 ;  and  EiUro^nits 
in  Tull.  Host,,  &c. 

3*  Vide  Dionys,  Nalicartu  lib.  ii.  p.  109.  torn.  11.  Oxoniffi, 
1704. 

^"  Tacit.  Annal.  hb,  iv.  c.65.  Strabo  differs  again  by  ascribing 
the  CcElian  Hill  to  Ancus  Martins.  Strabo,  p.  358.  torn.  i.  &c 
"  Sed,"  to  adopt  the  language  of  Livy,  '*  hoic  et  his  similia, 
utcunque  animadversa  aut  existunatu  erunt,  baud  in  luagno 
equidem  poiiam  discrimine."  —  Liv.  pnefat. 
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discrepancies  may  be  observed  in  almost  all  the 
accounts  of  the  rest :  but,  to  a  mind  not  too  fasti- 
dious, these  difficalties  will  be  easily  removed ;  for 
when  these  authors  assign  their  different  i)criods 
to  the  successive  enlargements  of  the  city,  it  can 
mean  no  more  than  that,  as  need  required,  con- 
tinued portions  of  territory  were  granted  tor  the 
use  of  an  increasing  population  ;  and  Romulus 
might  assign  one  part  of  the  Caelian  hill  to  his 
lawless  banditti,  as  well  as  Tullus  Hostilius  apjjro- 
priate  another  part  of  it  for  his  conquered  Albans.^^ 
Without  therefore  entering  into  these  inexpHcable 
niceties,  in  the  investigation  of  whicli  there  is  little 
pleasure,  and  less  information ;  we  will  incline 
towards  the  preponderance  of  authority,  and  not 
depart  from  a  received  opinion,  unless  a  better  can 
be  fully  established. 

There  is  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  setting  out 
with  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  ancient  writers 
—  that  Rome  was  originally  confined  to  the  Pala- 
tine hiU.^     Those  confused  masses  of  ruins,  lying 


^  Theac  conclusions  are  warrantcil  by  the  following  pas- 
sage:— 

"  Cffilium  montem  intra  mcenia  clausit  [i.e.  Tullus  Hosti- 
lius], numero  et  potentia  crcscente  Roma." — Vide  M&saala 
Corvin*  iib,  de  August  Progen.  p.  696.,  Auff.  tlistar,,  &c. 

^  Tradition  will  carry  us  far  beyond  the  timts  of  Romulus. 
(See  the  Origo  GerUis  RomajuB^  in  tlie  HisU  Avg^isL  Scriptar, 
Mitior.  Sfc,  p.  705.  Ac. ;  and  Virg.  ^itdd,  lib,  viii.  337-  &c,) 
Romulus  only  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Evander,  and 
the  Palatine  derived  its  name  from  a  city  of  Arcadia.  The 
etjTnology  of  the  names  given  to  the  seven  hills  is  for  the  most 
part  unsatisfactory  ;  but  even  Varro  (lib.  iv.  De  Ling.)  must  here 
yield  toPausanias  (lib.  viii.  cap.  43.  p.  688.  Lipsia;,  1696.),  who, 
by  an  easy  rejection  oi  the  letters  /  and  n  from  the  word  Pal- 
lantium,  forms  Palatium  (palace). 
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beyond  the  Forum,  nearly  at  our  feet,  announce  tlie 
fallen  grandeur  of  the  palace  of  the  Ca2sars.  An 
accurate  historian  has  traced  for  us  the  outline  of 
the  city  of  Romuhis  •  :  —  "  He  began  to  mark  out 
tlie  limits  of  his  city,  from  the  Forum  Boarium,  so  as 
to  comprise  within  It  the  great  altar  of  Hercules." 
This  Forum,  which  received  its  name  from  the 
very  circumstance,  (in  memory  whereof  the  brazen 
statue  of  an  ox  (hos)  was  placed  in  the  midst 
of  it,)  is  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt.  Down  on 
our  right,  close  by  the  churcli  of  S.  Giorgio  in 
Velabro,  may  be  observed  the  square  top  of  a  small 
ancient  monument :  the  inscription,  still  legible 
upon  it,  sufficiently  proves  that  l/iere  was  one  com- 
munication with  the  Forum  Bourium.*^  The  great 
altar  of  Hercules  was  so  near  to  this  forum,  that 
it  is  said  by  Ovid  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  city 
which  had  its  name  from  the  ox.*^  The  gilded 
statue  of  Hercules,  now  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Capitol,  was  discovered  not  far  from  that  angle  of 
tlic  Palatine  hill*^  which  is  nearest  to  the  monu- 
ment we  have  just  pointed  out;  add  to  this,  the 
direction  which  Romulus  took,  to  plough  the  fur- 


•  See  Note  C. 
^  See  DisserUtion  VII. 

*  *'  Constitiiitque  sibi,  quae  Maxima  dicitur,  aratn. 
Hie  ubi  piirs  Urbis  dc  bove  nomen  habet." 

Ovid,  Fast,  lib,  i.  587.  &c- 
Dionysius  is  still  more  accurate :  — 

'O  fie  ^vfj^^  iip   oS  xif  ^iiLctrai  iirtBitrm  'HpaKXij?  xaXEiVai  fi\v  iS«S 

Dianys^Halicam,  lib.  i.  cap.  4-0.   De  Rom,  AfUiq. 

*2  **  Stalua  di  bronze  dorato,  quasi  colossale  di  Ercole,  tro- 
vata  ncl  xv.  aecolo,  dietro  la  Bocca  della  Vcrita,  fra  qucsta 
chiesa  e  S.  Anastasia."  —  liinerarioy  S^c  da  Vast,  tom.  i.  p.  77. 
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row  round  his  city,  and  the  altar  of  Hercules  may 
be  safely  placed  near  the  church  of  S.  Anastasia,** 
If  we  may  now  for  a  moment  indulge  in  a  pleasing 
conjecture,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  Romulus 
would  begin  to  mark  out  liis  city  at  or  very  near 
the  spot  where  the  auspicious  fates  liad  preserved 
his  helpless  infancy  :  thus  might  we  already  lay 
the  scene  of  the  she-wolf  and  the  twins,  the  Lu- 
percal  and  the  Ruminal  fig-tree ;  but  perhaps  tlie 
spectator  may  still  think  those  things  are  more 
charming  in  the  page  of  Livy,  or  in  the  lays  of 
Virgih** 

The  founder  of  Rome  "  continued  along  the 
roots  of  the  Palatine  hill  to  the  altar  of  Consus.** 


^  Virgil  seems  to  place  the  great  altar  of  Hercules  so  that 
^neas  and  his  people  were  seen  from  it  wlien  they  landed, 
{JEndd,  viii.  102.  &c.  271- &c.)  Taking  the  '' vehbmm" 
into  consideration,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fix  it  any  where  but  oa 
the  declivity  of  the  Palatine  hill.  This  celebrated  object  has 
been  a  subject  of  much  controversy;  but  a  French  translator  of 
Juvenal  settles  it  at  once  : — "  On  voyait  aupres  du  Cirque  Fla- 
minien  un  grand  autel  que  le  roi  Evandre  avoit  autre  fois  61ev6 
en  ITionneur  d'Hcrculel"  — y.  Dusatdxj  traductio?i  de  Jfwencd, 
Sai.  X.  note  17. 

^*  Aft  the  Lupercol  and  the  Ruminal  fig-tree  probably  never 
had  any  existcnoc  except  in  the  fancy  of  the  poets,  it  seems  of 
little  consequence  for  indulging  in  a  similar  fancy,  whether 
Ihey  can  be  placed  with  more  certainty  near  the  church  of 
S.Theodoro  or  S.  Maria  Liheratice,  The  tradition,  howeverj  was 
respected  as  late  as  the  time  of  Tacitus  (Teicit.  Ann.  lib.xiii. 
cap.  .58.)  ;  and  it  seems  the  Ruminal  fig-tree  was  then  in  the 
Forum.  The  curious  reader  may  consult  Bartholotneo  Marltano, 
Urh.  Rom.  Topograph,  lib.  ii.  cap.  1 2. ;  Alexander  Donaius  de  Urb. 
Horn,  Topograph,  lib.  it.  cap.  18.;  Nardmi  de  Rom.  Anticat 
tom.  iii.  p.  150.;  and,  finally,  the  summing  up  of  the  evidence 
by  Signer  Nihby,  Foro  RomaiWy  p.  82.  But  compare  the 
Origo  Gentia  RomaruE,  in  the  Hist.  August,  p.  711. 
VOL.  I.  C 
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Tertulliaii  informs  us  that  this  altiir  was  at  the 
first  Meta  or  goal  of  the  Circus  Maxinuis*^ :  if  so, 
we  are  certain  of  the  line  which  is  now  pursued ; 
for  it  will  be  clearly  tiailcrstood  that  the  Circus 
lay  between  the  Palatine  and  Aventine  mounts; 
and,  upon  the  most  accurate  calculation,  the  altar 
of  Consus  nuist  have  been  at  tlie  distance  of  3G4  or 
SGdi'cct  from  the  "Carceres"  of  the  Circus"**^;  that 
is,  from  near  the  said  church  of  S.  Auastasia,  and 
along  the  western  side  of  the  hilL  From  the 
"  Ara  Consi,"  which  Tacitus  chooses  aa  the  object 
to  indicate  the  direction  on  tlie  western  side,  we 
are  led  to  follow  the  plough  of  Romuhis,  *'  to  the 
ancient  Curiie,"  or  senate-house-  This  was  a  dis- 
tinct object  from  the  senate-house  in  which  the 
important  jiffairs  of  the  republic  were  discussed.*^ 
From  the  adjective  "  veleres"  it  would  seem  to 
have  been  an  antiquity  in  the  days  of  Tacitus,  but 
it  must  have  had  a  place  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  hill,  or  else  this  delineation  of  our  author  is 
calculated  to  mislead.  The  antiquaries,  not  suf- 
ficiently attending  to  the  distinction  whicli  is  made 
by  Varro,  and  perhaps  induced  by  a  passage  in  an 
ancient  writer**,  were  accustomed  to  consider  the 
Hostilia  Curia  as  being  on  the  Caelian  lull,  and 


*^  TertuUian  de  Speciacuiis,  See  Burgess  s  DescHptiartj  SfC, 
of  the  Circus  near  Pomej  p.  99. 

*^  For  the  accurate  measurement  of  the  Circus  Maximus, 
taken  from  Dionysius,  see  Adam's  Roman  ArUiquities^  p.  311. 

'*^  "  Curiffi  duorum  generum :  nam  et  ubi  curarent  sacerdotes 
res  divinas,  ut  Curia  Veteres;  et  ubi  senatus  humanas,  ut  Curia 
Hostilia;  quod  primus,"  &c. —  Varro  de  Ling,  LaU  lib,  iv.  p.  37. 
edit.  Scaliger.  1581. 

'**'  P.  Victor  de  Beffiamb*  Roma,  • 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church  of  S.  Gregorio, 
wliose  front  is  easily  distinguished  from  our  station 
beyond  the  Palatine  Jiill.  They  were,  perliaps, 
more  coiTcct  in  placing  the  "  Curiae  Veteres," 
which  Tacitus  no  doubt  distinguishes  from  the 
"  Curia  Hostilia,"  near  the  arch  of  Constantine.*^ 
It  seems  hartUy  uecessary  for  our  present  purpose 
to  examine  whether  their  conjectures  be  accurate 
or  not ;  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  two  southern  ex- 
tremities of  Romulus's  city  were  respectively  at  the 
church  and  arch  above  mentioned.  ^*^  The  third  side 
of  the  Palatine  is  marked  by  our  giude  by  the 
"  sacellum  Larium,"  which  seems  to  have  been 
another  popular  altar  or  chapel.  The  diligence  of 
Nardini  has  only  found  one  passage  to  give  locality 
to  this  object.  Soliuus  says  that  Aucus  Martius 
dwelt  at  the  top  of  the  Via  Sacra,  where  the  temple 
or  sacred  house  of  tiic  Lares  was.*^  Whatever  may 
be  the  exact  direction  of  the  Via  Sacra,  the  top  of 
that  celebrated  street  will  fall  somewhere  upon  a 
line  drawn  from  the  arch  of  Titus  to  the  farther 
wall  of  the  clnnch  of  S,  Francesca  Romana"  j  so 
tliat  the  site  of  the  "  asdes  Larium  "  may  be  said 
to  coincide  nearly  with  a  part  of  the  church  itself! 
Romulus  is  traced  as  far  as  the  Roman  Forum, 


^  The  "  Curia  Vetus"  was  in  the  tenth  region  or  district  of 
the  Palatium.     Idem, 

*^  But  compsLTC  Donaiits de  l/rb,  Rom,  lib.  iii.  cap.6.;  MarlUmo, 
Topograph.  S^-c.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10. ;  PanciroHi^  Descrfpt,  Urb,  Rom. 
Reg.  A'.,  apud  Graivium,  torn.  iii. ;  aj\d  Bmido,  Italia  I/fustrata, 
lib.  ii.  carta  32. ;  and,  finally,  see  Nibby,  Foro  Romano,  p.  56. 

^'  "In  summa  sacra  via,  ubi  acdcs  Larium  est."  —  Solinus 
Polyhis(or  de  Orig,  Urh.  Rom.  cap.  ii.  p.  153.  Basil,  edit. 

'"'  See  Dissertation  VI. 
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and  tlie  circuit  miiy  be  completed  by  an  imaginary 
line  drawn  from  the  three  cohimns,  standing  near 
the  nortlicru  corner  of  the  hill,  to  the  church  of 
S.  Anastasia.  Ilimng  ilius  pointed  out  the  form 
and  limits  of  original  Rome,  it  will  be  observed 
with  what  reason  it  was  sometimes  called  tlie 
*'  Roma  Quadrata^;"  and  perhaps  its  form  ever 
served  as  a  model  for  the  impregnable  camps  of  the 
descendants  of  Romulus.'*^ 

It  is  said,  whilst  the  founder  of  Rome  occupied, 
with  his  followers,  the  Palatine  hill,  Tatius  the 
king  of  tlie  Sabines,  after  the  first  success  of  the 
Romans,  had  his  abode  on  the  Capitolinc.  The 
Forum  miglit  then  be  wood  or  common,  forming 
a  natural  barrier  between  the  two  rivals.*"^^  Follow- 
ing, therefore,  tradition  at  least,  for  our  chrono- 
logical succession,  we  have  now  to  describe  tlie 
limits  of  the  hill  on  which  the  modern  Campidoglio 
stands.  The  Capitoline  hill  was  the  least  of  all 
in  extent,  but  greatest  in   fame  and  importance. 


^3  *'  Et  quis  cxtiterit  Romsc  regnarc  quadratae?" 

EnniuSf  quoted  by  Fesius. 

It  would  seem,  too,  that  a  model  of  the  original  city  was  pre- 
served on  the  Palatine  hi!l.  See  the  Regiormry  of  Victor,  and 
consult  Domitits  ia  Grfevms,  toui,  iii.  p.  't79.  ;  conii)are,  also, 
Jtilius  Soiinus  de  Orig.  Urb.  Pom.  cap.  ii. 

^^  See  Fergusons  Roman  RcpubUcy  b.  i.  ch.  i.  p.  7.  4to  edit. 

xal  vZv  tTk  xf^fjit^fii  'PaifjLaXn  haxihaa-i^  x.  7.  \. —  Diont/s.  I/alicarn* 
lib.  ii.  cap.  50, 

**  Pofsimque  armenta  videbunt 

Romanoque  foro,  et  lautis  mugire  Carinis." 

^neid.  viii.  360.  &c. 
The  description  of  the   poet  is  now  thought  to  be  again 
applicable  to  llie  Campo  Vaccino. 
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Its  oval  form  may  still  be  distinctly  traced  in  a 
circumference  of  about  4000  feet.  Near  the  arch  of 
Sej)tiniius  Severus,  which  we  look  immediately 
down  upon,  Romulus  opened  his  Asylum.^'*  Begin- 
ning irom  thence,  so  as  to  exclude  the  arcli,  we 
may  sweep  a  curve  along  the  foot  of  tlie  hill  which 
will  touch  upon  the  Forum  of  Trajan,  and  comprise 
the  church  of  Ara  Cceli,  with  the  whole  basement 
of  rock  on  which  it  stands.  The  sepulchre  of 
Bibulus,  which  cannot  however  be  seen  from  the 
Capitol,  must  be  left  without  tlie  line''^  which  is  to 
be  continued  along  the  foot  of  the  hill  by  the 
modern  steps  of  the  Campidoglio  :  the  other  end 
of  the  ellipsis  may  be  described  by  including  in  a 
similar  curve  to  the  former,  the  Palazzo  CafFarelli, 
with  the  adjacent  gardens;  that  is  to  say,  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Tarpeian  rock.  The  lieight 
of  that  celebrated  object  cannot  be  estimated 
from  the  top  of  the  Capitol.  At  present  it  will 
suffice  to  complete  the  circuit  of  the  hill  by 
running  along  the  Piazza  Montanara,  comprising 
the  ruins  of  tliosc  temples  at  our  feet,  and  return- 
ing to  the  imaginary  grove  of  Romulus  ^l  The 
Capitoline  hili,  it  will  be  observed,  exhibits  two 
summits,  separated  by  a  valley  which  is  called  by 
antiquarians  the  Iniermonlhan.  Tire  square  build- 
ing of  the  Tabulariiun,  or  depository  of  the  public 
archives,  was  situated  in  the  valley,  and  the  tower  of 
the  Campidoglio  is  built  upon  its  solid  walls.  The 
two  eminences  were  crowned  by  the  citadel,  the 


**  Donatiis  de  Lrb.  Rom.  lib.  iu  cap.  10. 

*7  See  the  reasons  alleged  in  Dissertation  IL 

'8  *'  Hinc  lucum  ingentem,  quem  Romulus  acer  Asylum 

Retulit,"  &c.  Virff,  Miuwiu  342. 
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Capitolium,  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Optimus  Maxi- 
nius,  and  other  popular  objects ;  hat  the  ancient 
splendour  of  the  Capitol  will  merit  a  more  full  and 
accurate  description  in  the  circuit  of  the  eighth 
region  ^*. 

If  the  Aventine  mount  was  hihabited  by  Remus, 
it  has  already  had  a  claim  to  priority*^;  but  from 
the  most  authentic  records  it  does  not  appeal'  to 
have  made  a  part  of  the  city  until  the  time  of 
Ancus  Martius :  it  is,  however,  convenient  to  give 
it  the  third  place  in  this  survey,  in  order  to  pass 
more  freely  from  the  west  to  the  east  side  of 
the  city. 

The  Aventine  ''^  begins  at  the  church  of  S. 
Maria  in  Cosmedin,  whose  high  square  tower  is 
well  seen  in  tlie  low  ground  on  our  right,  de- 
signated tlie  Velabrum,  and  which  retains  its  an- 
cient name.  The  mount  continues  in  a  direction 
with  the  Tyber,  until  it  turns  with  the  Strada  di 
Marmorata,  which  passes  under  a  rude  brick  arch, 
called  the  Arco  di  S.  Lazaro :  this  road,  continuing 


69  See  Disscrlation  VII. 

60  "  Remus  montcm  Aventinum,  hit*  [scilicet  Romulus]  Pala- 
tinuni  occupat." — Jonimtfles,  Series  Rtyum^  ^-c.  cap.  viii.  p.  1058. 
Hist  Au^mt.\  but  he  cooties  L,  Floras ;  for  see  lib.  i-  cap,  I. 
Biondo  tliinks  that  the  city  of  Romwlus  comprised  the  mounts 
Falutiuct  Capitoline,  and  Aventine;  because  Livy  mentions  the 
other  five  (in  which  he  includes  the  Janiculuni)  as  added 
afterwards.     Vide  Biondo-,  Itnlia  ResUiur.  lib.  i.  carta  72.  &c. 

^^  There  was  a  tradition  that  Aventinus,  a  king  of  Alba, 
once  occupied  tliis  \v\\\  (Dionys,  HalicarnAxh.'i,  cap.71.)i  ^^^ 
hence  the  dcrivalioii.  But  Varro  {De  Ling.  Lai,  lib.  iv,),  after 
disposing  of  the  two  words  "avibu8"an(l  "adventu,"  chooses 
advcctus : —  '*  Itaquc  c6  ex  urbc  qui  advehebantur  rutibus  qua- 
drantem  solvcbanl." 
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to  tlie  Porta  S.  Paolo,  leaves  the  bastion  of  Pope 
Paul  III.  on  the  left,  placed  on  a  commanding 
eminence  of  the  hill.  Neither  of  those  two  ob- 
jects, which  might  serve  as  boundaries  on  the 
west,  can  be  seen  from  the  Capitol ;  the  view 
being  intercepted  by  the  churches  and  convents  of 
S.  Sabina  and  St.  Alessio,  The  pyramid  of  Caius 
Cestius,  though  too  distant  to  mark  the  outline  of 
the  hill,  may  serve  to  direct  us  to  tlie  valley  wliich 
separates  the  Aventine  from  another  eminence  not 
to  be  as  yet  included  under  the  same  name;  for 
that  eminence,  which  is  crowned  by  the  churches 
of  S.  Saba  and  S,  Balbina,  probably  formed  no 
part  of  the  city  of  Ancus  Martins ;  and  Dionysius 
allots  no  more  than  eighteen  stadia,  /.  e,  two  miles 
and  a  quarter,  for  the  whole  circumference  of  the 
Aventine  hill/^  The  valley,  therefore,  which  runs 
in  a  direction  from  the  pyramid  of  Caius  Cestius  to 
the  church  of  S.  Gregorio,  will  mark  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  Aventine,  propcrbj  so  called.  This 
valley  once  afforded  a  direct  communication  with 
the  Poita  Ostiensis  and  the  Circus  Maximus,  in- 
stead of  arriving  at  that  part  of  the  city  by  the 
circuitous  direction  of  the  modern  road.  The  obe- 
lisk brought  from  Egypt  by  Constantius,  and  erected 
in  the  Circus,  and  which  now  adorns  the  Piazxa  di 
Laterano,  was  conveyed  to  its  destination  in  the 
direction  we  have  described.""     The  circuit  of  the 


*2  lyionys.  Halicam.  de  Antiq,  Roman,  S^c.  lib.  iv,  cap.  26. 
This  circumference  of  more  than  two  miles  corresponds  to  the 
actual  measurement  of  the  Aventine,  as  we  Iiave  ddined  it. 
Vide  Le  Mura  di  Hmna,  ^c,  da  Signor  Nibbr/,  cap,  i.  p.  52, ; 
and  lirocchi  del  Sttolo  di  Ronia,  ^-c*  p.  37. 

***  See  Dissertation  IV. 
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Aventine  hill  may  now  be  completed  by  a  line 
drawia  parallel  to  the  western  side  of  the  Palatine, 
supposing  the  upper  extremity  to  be  in  a  transverse 
direction  with  the  church  of  St,  Gregory ;  and  the 
lower  at  the  tower  ol"  the  "  S.  Maria  in  Cosmedin." 
The  more  distant  summit  already  alluded  to,  and 
which  overlooks  the  baths  of  Caracalla,  was  doubt- 
less comprised  in  the  enlarged  city  of  Servius  Tul- 
lius^ ;  but  the  name  of  Aventine  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  applied  to  it,  until  iifter  tlie  age  of 
Augustus.^ 

There  was  an  ancient  tradition  that  the  Aven- 
tine hill  had  been  polluted  by  being  made  the 
tomb  of  the  murdered  llemus^*;  and  therefore  the 
avenging  gods  forbade  it  to  be  taken  within  the 
precincts  of  the  sacred  city ;  and,  according  to  an 
ancient  writer^,  it  was  only  in  the  time  of  the 
emperor  Ciantlins,  that  it  really  became  a  part  of 


•*  "  Cujus  is  est  tractatus  ductusque  muri  Romuli,  turn  etiam 
leliquoruin  regum  sapientia,  definitts  ex  omul  parte  artluis  pnc- 
ruptistjue  montibuB,"  Ax.  —  Cicero  de  Republicaj'  lib.  iu  cap.  6- 
edit.  Maii,  Roma;.     Vide  Dissertation  II, 

^  This  is  to  be  concluded  from  the  measurement  given  by 
Dionysius,  who  wrote  in  the  age  of  Augustus.  See  Note  62. 
above. 

*•  —  "  Acerba  fata  Romanos  agunt, 

Scelusque  fraterna!  iiecis ; 
Ut  immerentis  fluxit  in  terrara  Remi 
Saccr  nepotibus  cruor/' 

Hot,  Epod.  vii.  17. 

t7  Si^fX^ov  Ktti  «'0>JTiK^<  ^Xa>]Xoktov/a{  SmtkaiAtviq,  roy  /ut«v  *FSfM¥  iy  T|f 

Toofitfia  S*i£irr«.  —  Dionys,  Haiicam,  lib.  i.  cap.  87.  Compare, 
[also,  Serteca  de  Brevitat,  Vit  cap.  i.,  and  Festus  on  the  word 
Hernvriot  lib.  xvii. 

^^  Aulus  Gcilius,  Noct  Attic,  lib.  xiii,   cap.  14. 
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Rome.  But  whatever  meaning  may  be  applied  to 
the  words  of  Aulas  Gellhis,  the  whole  can  amount 
to  no  more  than  an  intimation  of  some  religious  act 
performed  by  the  emperor,  for  the  purification  of  this 
polluted  ground ;  for  it  was  certainly  inhabited  as  a 
part  of  the  city,  from  the  time  of  Ancus  Martius, 
the  fourth  king  of  Rome.  That  king,  according  to 
Livy,  gave  it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Latins, 
after  his  conquest  of  their  country.^  [A.C.63!}.j 
He  moreover  added  to  the  city,  that  part  of  the  Jani- 
culum  which  is  directly  opposite.  The  king  joined 
these  two  mounts  by  a  wall  and  bridge,  the  cele- 
brated Pons  Sublicius.  "He  added  the  Janiculum," 
continues  the  historian,  '*  not  because  he  wanted 
more  space  for  his  city,  but  lest  an  enemy  might  at 
some  time  avail  himself  of  so  advantageous  a  post."  ^ 
The  issue  proved  his  fears  were  not  groundless; 
ibr  Porsenna  pitched  his  camp  on  the  heights 
of  the  Janiculum,  when  he  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Tarquins  against  the  infant  republic*  These, 
then,  are  tlie  scenes  of  those  exploits  which  adorn 
at  least  the  page  of  ancient  liistory.''^  If  the  waters 
of  the  Tyber  arc  not  above  their  usual  level,  the 
foundations  of  the  bridge  of  Horatius  Codes  may 
still  be  seen,  to  kindle  the  memory  of  his  heroic 
deed.  "  If  this  bridge  be  not  defended,"  exclaims 
the  intrepid   Roman,   **  quickly  will  ye  see  more 


««  TitLiv.  Ub.i.  cap.  13. 

BS  u  Aventinum  novae  muhitudini  datum,  S^c,  .  .  .  Janicu- 
lum quoque  adjcctum  ;  non  inopiu  loci,  sed  ne  quando  ea  arx  ho- 
stium  esset.  id  non  muro  solum,  sed  etiam,  ob  commoditatem 
itineris,  ponte  Sublicio,  turn  primum  in  Tiberi  facto,  conjungi 
urbi  placuiL"  — Liv.  lib.  i.  cap.  33. 

='*  Liv.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1 3.  &c. 


m 


TOPOGIIAPHY    OF    ROME. 


DISS.  I. 


enemies  in  the  Aveiitine  and  Palatine  hills  than 
now  crowd  the  Janiculum."  There  the  heroine 
Cloflia  swam  the  Tyber ;  there  also  is  the  scene  of 
the  hardy  fortitude  of  Miitius  Scsevola, 

The  doubtftd  origin  of  the  Ca'lian  hill  has 
already  been  glanced  at/'  Its  form  is  triangidar  ; 
the  angles  N.  E.  and  N.  W.  are  visibly  marked  at 
the  Colosseum  and  the  church  of  St.  Gregory. 
Three  conspicuous  objects  will  direct  the  eye  in 
conthniing  the  circuit,  —  the  ViUa  Matter;  tlie 
church  of  S.  Stefano  Rotundo ;  and  the  Basihca 
of  the  Lateran,  crowned  witli  its  colossal  statues. 
The  ground  upon  which  that  sumptuous  edifice 
now  stands,  together  with  the  adjoining  palace  and 
buildings,  seems  to  be  artificial,  and  the  natural 
hill  still  visibly  tends  (in  a  direction  from  the  Villa 
Mattei)  tofonn  its  third  angle,  so  as  to  exclude  all 
that  ground.^  The  Caslian,  therefore,  in  all  pro- 
bability originally  extended  no  farther  than  the 
hospital  of  the  Lateran  ;  but,  taken  in  the  fullest 
extent,  its  vertex  mav  be  conceived  to  fall  in  the 
middle  of  the  valley  or  furrow  between  tlie  Basi- 
licas of  Santa  Croce  and  the  Lateran,  The  circiut 
will  thus  be  completed  by  returnuig  to  the  Colos- 
seum, passing  the  churches  of  SS.  Pietro  and  Mar- 
cellino,  andS.  Clemente.  The  valley  we  have  just 
alluded  to,  comes  down  to  the  Colosseum,  and,  with 
some  interruptions,  may  be  said  to  spread  itself  in 
branches  about  the  roots  of  the  Caelian  and  the 


^i  SiiCt  s\soj  Dionys,  HalkfirH.  lib.  ii.  cap  SO,  p.  109.  torn,  i* 
edit.  Oxou. 

■"-  This  will  be  luorL*  manifest  in  making  the  circuit  of  the 
Cffilian  liiiL 
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remaining  tiiree  hills.  Antiquaries,  according  to 
their  fancy,  have  allotted  different  portions  of  it 
to  the  ancient  Suburra,  a  notorious  street  or  dis- 
trict of  Rome,  and  wiiere  Julius  Caesar  lived  in  an 
humble  habitation  before  he  appeared  in  publig 
life.^  In  a  closer  survey  of  the  city,  we  shall 
endeavour  to  fix  its  situation  less  vaguely.  There 
is  some  mention  in  a  few  of  the  ancient  authors,  of 
a  Cseliolus,  or  diminutive  Caelian  ;  but,  in  spite  of 
conjecture,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  where  it  was'*; 
and  as  it  is  remarkable  for  nothing  that  we  know 
of,  it  would  scarcely  be  worth  the  trouble  of  any 
further  investigation. 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  only  hill  about  the  deriv- 
ation of  whose  name  authors  are  agreed :  it  took 
its  appellation  from  Caelius  Vibenna,  an  officer, 
who  once  inhabited  some  part  of  it,  whether  he 
came  to  assist  Romulus  against  the  Sabines,  or  to 
succour  Tarquinius  Priscus.'*  It  was  also  called 
Querquetulanus,  from  the  quantity  of  oak  trees  that 


7»  «  Habitavit  primo  in  Suburra,  modicis  aedibua."  —  Suei. 
VU.  JuU  CiBsar,  cap.  xlvi. 

^^  A  hill,  called  ^e  Monte  d'Oro,  situated  between  the  villa 
Mattei  and  the  church  of  S.  Giovanni  in  Porta  Latlna,  is  usually 
taken  for  the  Cselius  Minor.  See  Fabricio,  Descrip.  Urb,  Bam, 
cap.  iii, ;  BXidMarliano,  Urb,  Pom.  Topograph,  lib.  iv.  c^.  8,  Nar- 
dini  wanders  about  the  place  until  he  loses  himself  in  conjecture. 
(Roma  Antica,  vol.  i.  p.  109.)  There  was  nothing  lefl,  there- 
fore, for  Signor  Brocchi,  but  to  go  to  the  other  extremity  of  the 
hill,  between  "  S.  Giovanni  in  Laterano  "  and  the  "  Porta 
Ma^iore."    Vide  Brocchi,  Memoria  del  Suolo,  SfC,  p.  46. 

?^  Compare  Varro  de  Ling,  Lot.  lib.  iv.  and  Ihcit,  Ann, 
lib.  iv.  cap.  65.  The  Cselian  was  added  to  the  city,  according  to 
Livy,  by  Tullus  Hostilius,  who  also  had  his  dwelling  upon  it. 
Liv,  lib.  i.  cap.  30. 
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grew  upon  it ;  but  the  name  of  Lateran  has  pre- 
vailed hi  modern  times  ;  so  called  from  a  senator, 
Latcraniis,  who  had  a  splendid  house  upon  it  in 
the  time  of  Nero/^  It  was  once  in  agitation  to 
call  it  "  Augustus  Mons,"  in  honour  of  a  popular 
act  done  by  Tiberius ;  for,  a  great  conflagration 
taking  place  during  his  reign,  in  which  the  pro- 
perty of  many  individuals  was  destroyed,  he  re- 
stored to  the  sufferers  the  full  amount  of  their 
loss.^  The  intention,  however,  does  not  appear 
ever  to  have  been  carried  into  effect.  Pollio  writes, 
that  in  his  time  the  splendid  house  of  Tetricus,  in 
which  he  had  feasted  tlie  emperor  Aurelian  after 
having  graced  his  triumpl),  existed  on  the  Ccelian 
liilL^^  Ecclesiastical  records  say  that  the  first 
Christian  emperor  there  submitted  to  the  rite  of 
baptism^*:  but  wliatever  scenes  may  hav^e  been 
acted  in  this  part  of  the  Eternal  City  by  the  men  of 
imperial  Rome,  they  have  been  far  eclipsed  by  the 
aimals  of  priests  and  the  more  modern  councils  of 
the  Lateran. 


I 

4 


'^  It  was  near  the  Lateran  house  where  Marcus  Aurelius  was 
born.  **  Natus  est  Marcus  Romoe,  sexto  kalendas  Maias,  in 
monte  Cslio  in  hortis.  .  .  .  Educatus  est  in  eo  loco  in  quo 
natus  est,  et  in  domo  avi  sui  Veri,  juxta  ffides  Laterani."  — 
Julius  CapitoiinuSf  Marc*  Ant.  Philosophy  cup.  ] . 

^^   Sueton.  in  vita  Tiberii  C<£s*  cap,  4-8. 

78  "  Tetriconim  domus,  hodieque  extat,  in  monte  Cccliot  inter 
duos  lucos  contra  Isiura  Metellinum,  puleherrima,  in  qua  Aure- 
lianus  pictus  est,  utri(]ue  (scilicet  patri  ct  filio)  pra^textam 
tribuens,"  &c.  —  Vide  Treb,  Pollio,  TrigiiUa  Tt/ran.  cap.  21-.  in 
Tetric,  junior,;  and  Gibbon's  Decline  arid FtiH^  c\\.jd.y  towards 
the  end. 

'8  See  Baronius,  AnmL  Ecclesiast,  in  A.D,  S'24-.  p.  180. ;  and 
conip.  Aiiastasius,  BiblioUkX.  de  Vilis  Pont.  Roin^  p.  39.  toni.  ]. 
edit.  Homse,  1718. 
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The  Esquiline  hiil  is  more  extensive  than  any  of 
the  rest,  and  its  form  more  irregular  and  difficult 
to  delineate :  its  numerous  sinuosities  will  not  per- 
mit us  to  continue  far  in  anyone  direction;  but 
several  objects  may  be  pointed  out,  which  will  serve 
to  give  a  general  idea  of  its  outline. 

A  little  beyond  the  Colosseum,  but  towards  the 
left,  are  seen  the  ruins  of  the  baths  of  Titus  :  from 
hence  we  must  ascend  the  valley  of  the  "  Suburra," 
to  the  farthest  point  of  the  CasUan  liill,  already  in- 
dicated, between  the  basilicas  of  the  Lateran  and 
the  S.  Croce :  from  thence  the  eye  may  wander 
towards  the  N.  E.,  until  it  is  attracted  by  the 
dome-shaped  ruin  called  the  temple  of  Minerva 
Medica;  observing,  however,  that  this  is  fartlier 
than  ever  the  Esquiline  could  be  said  to  be  a  hill. 
Continuing  across  vineyards  past  the  church  of 
S.  Bibiana  and  the  villa  Gaetani,  we  shall  arrive 
at  the  twin  cupolas  belonging  to  the  basilica  of 
S.  Maria  Maggiore.  This  splendid  edifice  will 
serve  to  mark  tlie  boundary  of  the  Esquiline,  as 
it  extendetl  towards  the  two  remaining  hills.  In 
returning  again  to  the  baths  of  Titus,  we  shall  find 
in  the  way  the  cluuch  of  S.  Pietro  in  Vinculis, 
which  is  distinguished  by  the  arcade  and  grass- 
grown  court,  seen  in  a  direction  with  the  Tor  de* 
Conti,  Near  to  this  church  may  be  seen  the  flank 
of  another,  of  less  magnitude  and  grandeur,  called 
S.  Francesca  di  Paola.  It  is  probable  these  two 
buildings  may  occupy  the  summit  to  which  the 
Clivus  Virbius  led,  and  that  immediately  between 
them  was  the  Vicus  or  street  called  Sceleratus,  — 
the  scene  of  TuUia's  impiety,  when  she  caused  her 
chariot  wheel  to  pass  over  the  body  of  her  father. 


so 
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as  she  ascended  to  his  house  on  the  Esquiline  hill 
We  are  informed  by  Varro  tliat  this  hill  had  several 
distinct  eminences,  as  is  still  the  case,  and  whicli 
may  be  the  reason  why  it  is  generally  found  written 
in  the  plural  number.  The  two  principal  were 
called  the  Mons  Cispius  and  the  Mons  Oppius"^': 
the  latter  is  thouglit  to  be  the  one  which  rises 
between  the  churches  we  iiave  just  pointed  out 
and  the  baths  of  Titus ;  the  former  the  eminence 
on  which  stands  the  church  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore : 
there  is,  however,  no  classical  interest  in  either  of 
these  localities  to  induce  us  to  examine  them  any 
farther.^ 

From  the  manner  in  which  this  part  of  the  city 
is  mentioned  in  the  earliest  writers,  a  strong  sus- 
picion is  excited  that  the  maParia  has  infested 
Rome  from  time  immemorial,  Livy  informs  us, 
when  Servius  Tullius  added  two  hills  to  the  city, 
he  at  the  same  time  enlarged  the  Esquiline;  and 
in  order  to  induce  otiiers  to  inhabit  it,  he  inliabited 
it  himself^'' :  and  perhaps  the  very  word  from  which 
it  derives  its  name  indicates  a  thicket  that  was 
held  sacred  for  a  wise  purpose.**     Before  Maecenas 


I 

i 
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^  "  Quum  Ild  domum  reciperet,  pervenissetque  ad  summum 
Cy|)num  vicum,  ubi  Dianium  nuper  fuit ;  flectente  carpentuin 
dexteril  in  Virbium  Clivum,  ut  in  collem  EsquiUarum  evelie- 
retur,  &c.  Sceleratum  vicum  vocant."  —  Lh\  lib.  i.  cap,  48.; 
and  see  Plan  of  Ancient  Pome. 

si    J^arro  de  Li^ig.  Lot.  lib.  iv. 

^3  The  curious  reader  may  consult  Nardini,  Roma  AnHca, 
lib.  iv.  cap.  S. 

**  "  Addit  duos  colics;  QuirJnalem,  Virainalemqu  e.  inde 
deinceps  auget  Esquilias;  ibique  ipso,  ut  loco  dignitas  tieret,  ha- 
bitat." —  Liv.  lib.  i.  cap.  44-.    See  also  Dioni/s,  lib.  iv.  cap.  13. 

^*  Quisquilifljj    Eaculi,   Querquetulanus,   whatever    etymolo- 
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dignified  it  by  his  house  and  gardens,  it  was  thougiit 
die  most  fit  place  in  the  city  for  the  burial-ground 
of  slaves ;  and  the  usual  "  Cippus,"  placed  upon  it, 
announced  a  clear  space  of  1000  feet  in  length  and 
300  in  breadth,^  The  two  chiefs  of  the  Latin 
Muses  have  however  shed  a  lustre  over  the  cineru- 
lent  soil,  the  one  by  haviug  had  his  abode  upon 
it,  the  other  by  his  sepulchre.  The  same  -^lius 
Donatus,  who  directs  us  to  the  neiglibourhood  of 
Naples  for  the  tomb  of  Virgil,  says  also  that  he 
haxl  his  house  near  the  gardens  of  Mtecenas.^^ 
There  are  other  circumstances  which  seem  to  con- 
firm the  authority  of  this  writer ;  and  it  w^ould  not 
be  extravagant  to  suppose  that  Virgil  lived  at  no 
great  distance  from  where  we  now  sec  the  ruins  of 
the  baths  of  Titus.  We  are  also  told  by  Suetonitis, 
that  Hora'ce  was  biuied  near  tlie  tomb  of  Mae- 
cenas at  the  extremity  of  tlie  Esquiline  hill,"^    As 


gigts  please,  all  imply  that  this  was  originally  a  wood.  See 
tlie  same  remark  applied  to  tlie  woods  of  Nettuno,  in  Fors^tJis 
Italy,  p.  242. 

^  "  Mille  pedes  in  fronte,  trecentos  cippus  in  agruni 
Hie  dabat :  hacredes  monumentum  ne  sequeretur. 
Nunc  licet  Esquiliis  liabitare  ealubribus,  atque 
Aggere  in  aprico  spatiari ;  quo  modo  tristes 
Albis  iiiformem  spectabant  ossibus  agrum." 

Hor.  SaL  lib.  i.  viii.  12.  &c. 

Compare  also  Propertius  Eleg,  "  Disce  quid  Esquilias,"  and 
Juvenaly  Sat*  xi.  51. 

^  "  Habuit  domum  Ilomae,  in  Esquiliis,  juxta  hortos  Ma;ce- 
natis."  —  A^ims  Donatus^  in  vita  Virgilii  Po€t<B,  Some  think 
Julius  Donatus  is  not  the  author  of  this  biographical  sketch. 
It  is  probable  that  Virgil  would  follow  his  patron  to  Iiis  new 
residence  and  "  jwvi  horti,' 

^  "  Humatus  et  conditus  est  extremis  Esquiliis,  juxta  Ma;- 
cenatiB  tumuluni."  —  SueL  in  vita  Ilorrtt, 
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the  sepiilclires  were  without  the  city,  and  by  the 
side  of  the  public  road,  this  iiitimatioii  will  lead 
us  in  the  direction  of  the  Via  Pra^nestina;  which, 
branching  out  from  behind  the  church  of  S.  Maria 
Maggiore,  passed  by  the  vineyard  in  which  stands 
the  temple  of  Minerva  Medica.  In  passing  from 
the  foot  of  the  Esquiline  hill  to  that  of  the 
Quirinal,  two  conspicuous  objects  will  meet  the 
eye, — the  Tor  dc*  Conti,  a  square  brick  building  of 
the  middle  agesj  and  the  strong  walls  which  formed 
the  enclosure  of  the  Forum  of  Augustus. 

A  portion  of  the  Quirinal  hill^  has  evidently 
been  cut  away,  to  make  room  for  the  level  of  Tra- 
jan's Forum  :  to  trace  its  curved  outline,  therefore, 
we  may  begin  at  the  column  which  is  perfectly 
visible  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  tower.  By 
the  church  and  Piazza  dei  SS.  Apostoli  it  takes  a 
northern  direction,  so  as  to  include  the  gardens 
belonging  to  tlic  Colonna  palace  and  the  whole  of 
the  papal  palace,  which  with  its  dependencies  and 
gardens  occupies  the  higliest  part  of  it.  The  ex- 
tremities of  the  Quirinal  hill  may  be  marked  by 
the  churches  of  S.  Susanna  and  the  Madonna 
della  Vittoria^,  whose  belfries  are  just  visible  over 
the  Palazzo  Ruspigliosi,  and  near  the  large  granary 
made  out  of  the  baths  of  Diocletian.  In  returning 
again  to  the  spot  from  whence  we  set  out,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  touch  at  those  baths,  or  rather  the 
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SS  According  to  Dionysius,  the  Quirinal  was  first  enclosed  by 

Nuraa  Pompilius.      Kat  r^<  voXr^-'f  rw  vip{€oXo»  oc&fifo'af  TfT  Kvfivf 
Xi^y  rtat;  -yip  ire/xT*?  ?»-  —  Anfig,  Rom.  lib.  ii.  cap.  62. 

^^  Behind  those  churches  begins  the  "  agger^*  of  Servius 
Tullius. 
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Piazza  delle  Teniune,  which  occupies  a  part  of 
their  site.  It  is  also  observable,  that  in  descending 
to  the  lower  extremity  of  the  hill,  a  curved  line 
must  be  described  in  order  to  preserve  tlie  form  of 
a  spire,  as  the  Quiriiial  is  shaped  :  this  will  direct 
tlie  eye  to  the  trees  in  the  garden  of  the  Villa 
Miollis,  the  buildings  about  the  church  of  SS. 
Domenico  and  Sisto,  and  particularly  the  brick 
tower  called  the  Torre  delle  Milizic ;  so  tliat 
there  is  left  for  the  base  of  this  long  narrow  hill 
little  more  than  the  space  intervening  between 
the  Piazza  dei  SS.  Apostoli  and  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Trajan's  Forum. 

The  temple  of  Quirinus  was  the  distinguishing 
object  in  ancient  times  upon  this  hill.^  But  if  the 
prodigious  fragment  of  a  cornice  now  lying  in  the 
Colonna  gardens  has  furnished  Pailadio  with  the 
true  proportions  for  re-creating  the  temple  of  the 
Sun  ;  tliat  building,  said  to  have  been  erected  by 
Aurelian,  must  have  eclipsed  every  other  that 
adorned  or  does  adorn  the  Quirinah"^  The  pope 
is  the  modern  Atticus  of  the  hill  j  but  the  vast 

^  "  Tura  ferunt,  placentque  novum  pia  turba  Quirmum. 

Templa  Deo  fiunt,  collia  quoque  dictus  ab  illo, 
Et  reterunt  certi  sacra  paterna  dies." 

Ovid.  Fast.  lib.  ii.  507.  &c 

aytpsvofjia^  5i*  UiTvor,  —  PltUarch.  in  Homul,  p.  12.  edit.  Basil. 
1533. 

Some  vestiges  of  the  temple  of  Quirinus  are  to  be  traced  in 
die  garden  of  the  Jesuits  annexed  to  the  church  of  S.  Andrea 
k  Monte. 

»'  Pailadwj  Archii,  lihAv.  cap.  12.  p.  41.;  and  Serlio,  Arckie, 
lib.  iii.  p.  80. ;  but  see  Dissertation  VIII. 
VOL.  I,  D 
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extent  of  his  palace  exceeds  by  far  tfje  paternal 
house  of  the  wealthy  Iloman  with  all  the  pleasant 
grove  attached  to  it.  Cornelius  Nepos  seems  to 
intimate  tliat  this  friend  of  Cicero  had  his  liabit- 
ation  in  one  of  the  most  eligible  ([uarters  of  the 
city  ^ ;  and  the  Monte  Cavallo  is  still  considered 
one  of  the  most  liealthy  situations  of  Ilome.^  Varro 
and  Festus  agree  that  the  Quirinal  derived  its 
name  from  a  tribe  of  settlers  of  the  city  of  Cures, 
which  came  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  Tatius  or 
Servius  Tullius ;  but  Paul  the  Deacon  traces  the 
names  of  Quirinus  and  Quirites  to  tlie  Sabine  spear 
which  Romulus  carried  in  honour  of  his  holy 
alliance.**  It  only  now  remains  to  point  out  the 
seventh  hill  of  Rome. 

The  Vhninal  is  more  difficult  to  recognise  as  a 
hill  from  the  Capitol  than  any  of  the  rest.  Although 
found  by  actual  measurement  to  be  twelve  feet 
higher  than  the  Monte  Cavallo  '-^j  it  is  necessary  to 


93  u  fiJam  domum  liabuit  in  colle  Quirinale  Tamphilanam 
[so  named  originally  from  a  certain  Tamphilus],  ab  avimculo 
[Quinto  Caecilio]  ba^reditate  relictara,  cujus  amcenitaa  non  ffidi- 
ficio  sed  silva  constabat.  Ipsum  enim  tectum,  antiquitus  consti- 
tutum,  plus  salis  quam  sumtus  habebat :  in  quo  nihil  commutavit, 
nisi  si  quid  vetustate  coactus  est."  —  Corn.  Nepos,  in  AtticOy 
cap.  IS. ;  and  Cic,  de  LegibuSf  lib.  i.  sect.  1. 

83  Jiirierario  di  Rotna  da  Vasiy  SfC,    edit.  Nibby,  p.  278. 

w  **  Propter  banc  etiam  societatem  cum,  Sabinorum  more, 
KomuIuB  hastam  longara  ferret,  qme  eorum  lingua  quiris  ap- 
pellabatur»  Quirinus  est  dictus  :  Komani  vero  sivc  a  quiribus,  id 
est  hastis  longis,  sivc  a  Quiriao,  Quirites  noniinari  ccepeniiiU" 
—  Wde  Paul. Diaca/i,  Hist,  MiscelL  lib.  i.  cap.  7.;  aiid  compare 
tSext,  Pomp.  Festm  de  Verb.  Sifftiif.  lib.  xv.  p.  415.  edit, 
Delpbin.  y  Varro  de  Liiuf.  Ltd,  lib.  iv.  edit.  Scaliger.  1581  ; 
and  PhUarch  in  Ronndo,  p.  12.  edit.  Basil. 

^*  The  court-yard  of  the  Palazzo  Pontiiicio  is  14-8  French 
feet  above  tbe  level  of  the  Tyber  ;  the  floor  of  the  church  of  S. 
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approach  it  before  tlie  fact  can  be  recognised ;  it 
lies  between  the  Esquilme  and  Quirinal  hills,  and 
as  we  now  stand,  is  to  be  looked  for  between  the 
baths  of  Diocletian  and  the  cupolas  of  S.  Maria 
Maggiore.  In  that  direction  at  some  distance  may 
be  observed  a  hill  whose  top  is  crowned  by  a  few 
trees  and  a  sitting  statue.  That  is  the  highest  point 
of  the  mound  or  agger  thrown  up  by  Servius 
Tullius  for  defending  the  eastern  side  of  the  city, 
and  it  runs  chiefly  behind  the  Viminal  hill.^  From 
this  extreme  point  of  direction  we  may  descend 
to  the  valley  crowded  with  habitations  below  the 
church  of  S.  Pietro  in  Vinculis ;  and,  distinguishing 
at  the  same  time  the  low  ground  beneath  the 
gardens  of  tlie  Villa  Miollis,  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  see  the  Viminal  rising  behind  the  Strada  de' 
Serpenti.  Thus  the  Quirinal,  reaching  at  its  curved 
extremity,  almost  to  the  Esquiline  hill,  excludes 
the  Viminal  from  tiie  margin  made,  as  it  were, 
by  the  two  contiguous  liills  to  the  plain  of  the 
city.     The  most  conspicuous  object  upon  it  is  the 


Lorenzo  in  Pane  Perna  is  160  feet.  (See  Brocchu  Memoria  del 
Siiolo  di  Bonia,  &c.  p.  211.)  Travellers  frequently  leave  Rome 
without  being  able  to  find  the  Viminal  hill  I  because  they  have 
never  been  in  the  gardens  behind  the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo ; 
fifom  which  had  the  fair  authoress  of  "  Rome  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century"  attempted  to  descend  to  the  vineyard  below,  she  would 
have  found  it  'no  joke.  See  Rome  in  tite  Nineteentfi  Century^ 
tol.  i.  letter  xviil.  p.  277. 

••  Although  the  Viminal  hill  is  no  longer  to  be  distinguished 
beyond  the  Strada  Felice>  it  was  originally  thought  not  un- 
worthy to  be  compared  in  extent  witli  the  Esquiline.     T^  xs 

xrvor,  3i>  ix£(Tip»<  afioXvytt  ir«X«fc'v  <x'*  /*f'y^^'*'»'  —  Diony*  libi  IV.  C.  1 3- 
p.  209.  torn.  i. ;  and  compare  Liv,  lib.  i.  c.  44-. 

D   ^ 
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church  of  S,  Lorenzo  in  Pane  Perna,  with  its 
adjoining  buildings  and  vineyards.  The  simple 
circumstance  of  the  ^^thnines"  (osiers)  which  once 
grew  upon  this  mount  seems  to  have  given  it  the 
name.^^  Adjacent  to  its  utmost  boundaries  on  the 
east  was  placed  the  scene  of  many  a  revolution 
and  bloody  quarrel ;  for  who  has  read  of  the  mur- 
dered emperors  of  Rome,  and  has  not  also  been 
astonished  at  the  unbounded  licence  of  the  prae- 
torian camp  ?^ 

The  hills  of  Rome  are  chiefly  composed  of 
volcanic  granular  tufa%  and  on  the  declivities  of 
some  of  them  are  found  occasional  veins  of  pumice 
stone  :  the  greatest  part  of  the  Capitoline,  how- 
ever, is  lithoid  tufa,  which  resembles  the  peperine 
stone  of  Albano  j  and  the  same  material  is  found  in 
some  parts  of  the  C^lian  hill,  and  also  on  that 
part  of  the  Aventine  which  overlooks  the  Tyber. 
The  plains  or  valleys  amongst  the  hills  are  chiefly 
of  siliceous-calcareous  sand  ;  but  argillaceous  sub- 
stances are  very  prevalent  in  the  soil  of  Rome. 
Protecting  deities  were  assigned  to  the  hills  and 
cUfferent  quarters  of  the  city.  ^^  We  may  already 
allot  the  CapitoUne  hill  to  Jupiter,  the  Palatine  to 
Apollo,  the  Aventine   to  Diana,  the  Quirinal  to 


*'  "  Viminalis  a  Jove  Viminio,  quod  ibi  arse  sunt  ejus,  aut 
quod  ibi  vimineta  fueriint."  —  Varro  de  Ling.  Lot.  lib-  iv.  p.  1 5-; 
fsx\^  Juvenal  SaU  lib.  iii.  71. 

OS  See  Gibbon^s  History  of  the  Decline  and  FaUy  &c. 
ch.  V.  &c. 

^  See  the  Plates  appended  to  Brocchis  Ikscription,  Sfc.  of 
Me  Soil  of  Rome, 

100  a  Hinc  Janus  movet  arma  manu,  movct  inde  Quirinus, 
Quisque  suo  dc  colle  Deus,"  &c. 

C  Silius  ItalicuSf  Bell,  Pun,  lib.  xii.  718* 
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Quiriniis,    and    perhaps    the    Esquiline   with  the 
Suburra  might  be  patronised  by  PriapusJ^' 

Thus  have  we  before  us  the  seven-hilled  city, 
and  the  narrow  territories  of  the  infant  republic  : 
The  present  walls  of  Rome  are  much  beyond  tlie 
limits  we  have  now  laid  down.  The  mistress  of 
the  world  made  laws  for  her  provinces,  and 
acquired  all  her  glory  when  she  confined  herself 
to  these  sacred  precincts  ;  her  suburbs  at  a  later 
period  extended  for  many  miles  ^^\  but  this  was 
fatal  to  her  austere  virtue.  Emperors  built  over 
the  Campus  Martins,  and  wealthy  citizens  ex- 
tended their  gardens  over  the  Monte  Pincio ;  but 
these  were  the  seven  hills  which  Servius  TuUius 
surrounded  by  a  wall  ^%  and  enclosed  on  the  east 
by  liis  celebrated  **  agger."  '"^ 


lOJ-  Martialy  Epig,  lib.  xi.  78.    Hor,  Sat,  lib.i.  8. 

^^  Plin,  Hist,  Nat.  lib.  iii.  cap.  5.  p.  4-0.  edit.  Basil.  1539, 

ivin>k-^9iii,  —  Dioiiys,  Halicam.  lib,  iv.  cap.  14.  p.  210.  tom.i. 

The  names  of  the  four  districts  in  ttiis  first  general  tlivi- 
sioo  of  Rome,  were  Palatina,  Suburrana,  Collatiua,  Esquilina. 
Idem, 

iw  «  Aggere  at  fossis  et  muro  circumdat  urbem  j  tta  Porace.- 
rium  profertur." — Tit  Liv.  lib.i.  cap. 44. 
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**  Quid?  V08  pulthtfiriiiiam  banc  Urbem,  domibus,  et  tectis,  et  congest  u 
lapidum  Gtarc  crcditis?  Muta  ista  ct  iiiania  [vel  inaniina]  iiitcrctdcre,  ct  rcpo- 
rari  promiscuc  sunt.". —  Taiit,  Hist.  lib.  i.  cap.  84. 


Jn  the  general  survey  that  lias  now  been  taken  of 
tlie  seven-liilletl  city  and  its  environs,  we  have 
already  recognised  the  gradual  increase  of  Rome 
and  its  dominions,  from  Ronudus  to  tlie  last  of 
the  seven  kings ;  and  perhaps  the  spectator  who 
has  read  of  tlie  achievements  of  tlie  warlike  kings 
of  Rome,  wonders  at  the  sight  of  the  confined 
scene  on  wliicli  they  were  acted  ;  indeed,  the  lofty 
style  in  which  those  ancient  wars  are  related,  the 
blending  together  of  gods  and  men,  (a  licence 
says  Livy,  that  is  granted  to  antiquity,)  has 
thrown  an  imaginary  glory  around  the  scenes  wo 
are  now  considering,  whicli  it  were  almost  a  pity 
to  dissipate  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  places 
themselves,  Tiberius  thought  that  majesty  was 
more  respected  when  it  was  less  exposed  to  the 
public  gaze  ;  and  perhaps  the  same  may  be  said 
of  the  poetical  charm  afforded  by  Latium  and 
Rome,  to  him  who  has  contemplated  at  a  distance, 
but  never  visited,  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,     Yet 
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who  would  not  come  and  see  ?  and  although  some 
feehng  of  disappointment  may  at  first  prevail,  it 
will  gradually  give  way  to  the  interest  which  the 
discovery  of  truth  affords,  by  identifying  the 
monuments  and  places  which  time  has  not  effaced, 
with  the  accounts  of  them  that  liave  reached  us 
through  so  many  generations. 

The  first  Rome  we  have  seen  was  limited  to  the 
Palatine  hiU,  and  could  scarcely  have  been  a  mile 
in  circumference.  At  the  deatli  of  Romulus  it  had 
received  an  acquisition  both  of  space  and  popula- 
tion J  for  the  Sabines  w^ho  inhabited  the  Capitoline 
hill  were  comprised  within  the  walls  which  subwe- 
quently  surrounded  tlie  two  liills  and  the  Forum.* 
We  read  of  the  gates  of  Romulus,  with  twice  as 
many  names  ;  and  then  an  addition  of  two  more, 
called  the  Janualis  and  Carmentalis,  The  latter  can 
be  placed,  upon  good  authority,  near  the  foot  of 
the  Tarpeian  rock  ;  and  it  is  supposed,  naturally 
enough,  that  the  Janualis  corresponded  to  it  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Forum:  but  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  three  doubtful  gates  of 
Romulus  *  would  be  a  task  as  tedious  as  unprofit- 
able ;  it  seems  indeed  impossible  to  reconcile  the 

TO  I«poV  —  Dionf/s.  HaUcam,  de  Antiq.  Rom.  lib.  ii.  cap.  66. 

3  Mugonia,  Libera,  Saturnia,  Janualis,  Carmentalis,  Roma- 
nula,  Pandana,  and  more  than  these,  are  to  be  found  in  and 
about  the  first  city :  but  as  there  are  by  far  too  many  gates  to 
suppose  they  could  ever  belong  to  a  city  of  the  extent  we  have 
described,  antiquaries  have  agreed  to  iwsign  several  names  to 
the  sanie  gate  :  this  opens  a  wide  field  for  conjecture. 
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various  accounts  or  traditions  which  the  ancient 
writers  gave  of  thein^  and  a  plan  of  the  original 
city  laid  down  upon  tlie  best  conjectures  is  all  that 
can  be  offered,  it  will  be  consulted  with  more 
pleasure  at  least  than  a  discordant  number  of 
antiquarian  opinions.  Not  so  must  we  dismiss  the 
city  as  it  was  lefl  by  Scrvius  Tullius ;  for  here  the 
enquiry  becomes  important :  it  is  to  trace  the 
figure  and  extent  of  Rome  in  all  her  greatness, 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  republic,  to  the 
commencement  of  the  fail  of  the  empire,  a  period 
of  800 years ;  for  until  the  time  Aurelian,  A.  D.^69, 
the  city  itself*  never  exceeded  the  limits  assigned 
tu  it  by  the  last  but  one  oi"  the  kings. 

But  m  endeavouring  to  trace  the  direction  of 
the  walls  of  the  ancient  city,  it  may  naturally  be 
asked,  if  there  are  any  monuments  or  vestiges  still 
remaining  to  assist  us  in  the  enquiry.  We  are  obhged 
to  confess  that  the  materials  to  which  we  might 
with  confidence  appeal,  if  they  existed,  arc  very 
scanty,  and  some  of  them  doubtful :  we  may,  how- 
ever, adduce  the  following  arguments  :  — 

There  is  no  instance,  that  we   know  of,   of  a 
sepulchre  being  allowed  within  the  walls  of  the 


**  Tlie  following  is  an  instance  :  — 

ai  tfiipif^xiv  (i^To  noXxTioy  in  t^?  Upai;  o8?,  m.t.X. — DioJi^s,  Ilalirarn, 
lib.  ii.  cap.  50. 

*'  Turqiiiiiiua  Priscus  ad  Mugoniam  Portam  supra  mmmum 
novum  mam^'  —  SolinuSj  lib.  ii.  tie  Orig.  Rom, 

N.  B,  Tlio  Via  Nova  joined  the  Velabrum.  Vide  Nihhy^  Foro 
RomanOi  p.  91. 

**  It  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the  city  aa 
limited  to  the  Pomoerium,  and  the  cii'cuit  of  Uoruc. 
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city,  conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables* : 
tliose  now  found  within  are  so  for  the  obvious  rea^ 
son  of  the  present  walls  having  been  extended 
since  the  tombs  were  built-  Hence,  the  sepulchral 
monument  of  Bibnlus^,  already  pointed  out  as 
near  the  Forum  of  Trajan ;  the  tomb  of  the 
Scipios,  which  was  discovered  within  the  present 
Porta  Appia ;  and,  we  may  add,  some  others  which 
have  been  recognised  near  the  temple  of  Minerva 
Medica,  were  all  without  the  city  of  Servius  Tul- 
lius,  A  milestone,  which  now  adorns  the  balus- 
trade of  the  modern  Capitol,  and  which  was  found 
on  the  Via  Appia,  may  afford  some  light  in  assign- 
ing hmits  to  the  old  walls  in  that  direction  :  but 
the  most  satisfactory  objects  remaining  immov- 
able are  the  traces  of  some  walls  under  the  Villa 
Barberini,  and  the  vestiges  of  the  mound,  or 
"  agger,"  which  defended  the  eastern  side  of  the 
city.  It  is  frequently  intimated  in  the  ancient 
authors,  that  the  old  walls  continued  with  the  out- 
lines of  tlie  liills'";  for  in  tliis  manner,  according 


*  "  Hominem  inortuuiTi,  inquit  lex  in  duodecira  tabulis,  in 
Urbe  ne  sepelito  neve  urito,"  —  M,  T.  Cicero  de  LegibuSy  lib.  xi, 
cap.  ,'38.  edit.  Geneva:,  1G59. 

Plutarch,  indeed,  writes  that  those  who  died  in  their  triumph 
had  their  ashes  carried  into  the  city  and  deposited  there.  (/» 
QuixH.  Rom,  79.)  It  was  granted  to  Fabricius  to  be  buried  in 
the  Forum.  Eutropius  says,  Trajan  alone,  of  all  the  emperors, 
was  buried  within  the  city ;  but  there  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  any  sepulchre  erected  within  the  walls.  On  this  subject 
consult  Cicero  de  Legiints-,  lib.  ii.  towards  the  end- 

^  We  must  not  be  dazzled  with  the  poetical  antiquities  of 
Madame  de  Stael,  Coritim,  liv.v,  cap.  1. 

'^  "  Ctauditur  ab  oriente  aggere  Tarquinii  Superbi,  inter 
prima  opera  mirabili.    Nainque  eum  muris  cequavit,  qua  maxime 
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to  ancient  tactics,  the  city  would  be  most  effectu- 
ally  fortified.  It  is  only,  therefore,  where  the  hills 
become  doubtful,  or  where  they  are  interrupted  by 
plains  or  valleys,  that  any  great  difficulties  will 
arise.  Such,  notwithstanding,  are  all  the  vestiges 
or  materials  with  which  we  are  furnished  from  the 
ravages  of  time  for  proceeding  with  this  enquiry  ; 
but  it  is  easy  to  call  in  the  aid  of  those  passages 
accidentally  scattered  over  the  writings  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  when  both  fail  to  assist  us,  it  may  be 
allowed  to  hazard  some  conjecture. 

The  walls  of  Servius  Tullins,  on  this  side  the 
Tyber,  began  and  ended  at  the  river  ;  and  here  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  our  station  on  the  north 
Kide  of  the  tower,  looking  in  a  dii'ection  towards 
the  Palazzo  Farnese. 

It  is  not  the  least  formidable  part  of  this  under* 
taking,  that,  in  a  ckcuit  of  little  more  than  five 
miles  and  a  half,  we  have  to  encounter  the  names 
of  more  than  thirty  gates.  ®  Such  a  number  can 
never  be  supposed  to  have  been  in  use  at  any  one 
time:  there  is,  indeed,  a  passage  in  Pliny  *,  which,  if 
the  text  be  correct,  declares  the  number  of  gates,  at 
the  time  the  author  lived,  to  be  thirty-seven  ;  but  so 


patebat  aditu  piano.  Caetero  muruta  erat  praecelais  muris,  aut 
abruptis  montibus,  nisi  quoti  expatiantia  tecta  multas  addid^re 
urbes."  —  Plm.  Hist..  NaL  lib.  iii.  cap.  5.  Compare  £Hony$, 
lib.  iv.  cap.  xiii.  iind  Cicero,  as  quoted  above. 

^  The  curious  reader  may  see  an  enumeration  of  all  the  gates 
of  Rome  in  ^or/www,  Urb,  Rom,  TojMgraph,  lib.  i.  cap.  6.;  and 
xnPanviniOy  DescripL  Urb. Rom,  p,^67'  apud  Graevium,  torn,  iii.; 
and  finally,  in  Piales  edition  of  Venuii^  Introdttzhne,  p.  ix.  But 
Signor  Nibby,  m  bis  work  on  the  walls  o?  Rome,  has  enumerated 
of  ancient  oiul  modern  gates  seventy-seven  names  I 

♦  See  Note  D. 
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that  twelve  were  to  be  reckoned  ofwe^  or  at  once^  and 
seven  of  the  old  gates  not  to  be  reckoned  at  all, 
having  ceased  to  exist.  The  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  the  various  attempts  to  explain  this  passage 
is,  that  it  is  quite  unintelligible  ;  and  tlierefore  Pau- 
vinio  and  Marliano"  propose  to  read  "  xxiv"  instead 
of"xxxvii."  Assuming  this  as  the  true  reading, 
Pliny  may  be  understood  to  say,  there  were  in  all 
twenty-four  single  gates,  which  were  to  be  considered 
at  once  as  twelve,  because  the  gates  were  double, 
like  the  present  Porta  S.  Paolo  and  the  Porta  Mag- 
giore.^**  The  other  seven  old  gates  belonging  to 
the  original  city  of  Romulus  and  his  immediate 
successors  (three  or  four  of  which  Pliny  had  just 
mentioned*')  were  not  to  be  taken  into  account, 
because  they  were  cither  become  useless  or  ceased 
to  exist.  By  thus  Hmiting  our  enquiries  to  t\velve 
gates,  the  tiisk  will  perhaps  be  more  easy,  and 
certainly  more  pleasing ;  for  where  the  very  light 
which  we  look  for  to  guide  us  becomes  obscurity, 
it  can  neither  he  profitable  nor  agreeable  to  lose 
ourselves  in  conjecture,  more  especially  when  the 
objects  sought  for  are  of  Httle  interest  or  import- 
ance J  and  such  are  some  of  the  gates  of  ancient 


^ 


^  Apud  Graevium,  torn,  iiu  pp.  227-  and  67.  respectively. 

'**  Professor  Nibby  remarks,  that  the  gates  of  Troy,  Thebes, 
and  Athens,  and,  lie  might  have  added,  of  Babylon  (Herodot 
lib.  i.  cap.  187.),  were  probably  double  gates,  because  they  are 
generally  mentioned  in  the  plural  number.  He  compares  also 
the  24th  verse  of  ch,  xxiv.  of  the  Second  Book  of  Samuel.  Vide 
Le  Mura  di  Romay  p.  64.  note  87* 

^*  "  Urbem  trcs  portas  habentem  Romulus  reliquit,  aut  (ut 
plurimas  tradetuibus  credamus)  quatuor/*  —  PUn»  lib.  iii.  cap.  5. 
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Rome,  whose  names  are  only  to  be  found  in  obscure 
authors,  or  in  the  lucubrations  of  an  etymologist 

Til  ere  was  a  gate  called  Flu  men  tana,  which,  as 
the  very  name  imports,  was  near  to  the  river.'"  We 
learn  further,  it  was  so  situated  as  frequently  to  be 
subject  to  injury  from  the  inundations  of  the  Ty* 
ber^^ ;  but  this  is  absolutely  all  that  is  known  about 
its  identical  situation.  The  Porta  Carmentalis  rests 
upon  better  authority :  it  is,  indeed,  supposed  to 
have  had  a  place  in  the  improved  city  of  Romulus ; 
but  in  the  succeeding  city  of  Tullius,  its  position 
is  determined  by  the  unequivocal  concurrence  of 
ancient  writers.  As  this  will  become  a  subject  of 
enquiry  in  another  place  ^\  the  position  of  the  gate 
in  question  will  now  be  taken  for  granted,  accord- 
ing as  it  is  laid  down  in  our  Plan  of  Ancient  Rome. 
Looking  from  tlie  north  side  of  the  Campidoglio, 
it  may  be  conceived  to  lie  at  tlie  extremity  of  the 
hill  on  our  letl ;  that  is,  on  the  side  corresponding 
to  that  garden  which  is  known  by  the  special  name 
of  the  Rupe  Tarpeia,  and  is  visible  from  the  tower. 
Any  one  will  easily  imagine  tliat  a  gate  so  placed 
could  only  be  the  second  after  the  P.  l^^lumentana. 


12  *(  Flumentana,  Porta  RoniiE  appellata  quod  TiberiH  partem 
eft fluxisse affirmant." — Sext Pomp, Festtts de  Verb.Signif.  lib.vf. 

^8  "  Aquae  ingentes  eo  anno  fuerunt,  et  Tiberis  loca  plana 
urbis  inundavit  circa  portam  inunieiitanani,  etiam  collapsa  quse- 
tlam  ruinis  sunt/'  &c.  —  Liv,  lib.  xxxv.  cup.  9. 

*'  Tiberis  infestior  cquam  priore  impetu  tllatus  urbi,  duo  pontes^ 
aediiicia  multa  maxime  circa  portam  Fluiuentanani  evertit." 
—  Idem^  cap.  21. 

Cicero,  in  one  of  hia  epistles  to  Atticub  (lib.  vii.  cap.  3.),  inti- 
mates that  Caelius  had  got  possession  o^  a  hoiisc  near  the  Porta 
Flumentana,  which  had  been  the  property  of  Hortensius. 

I-*  See  Dissertation  IX. 
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unless  it  were  an  atlvantage,  in  a  fortified  city,  to 
crowd  the  gates  unnecessarily.  The  first  gate, 
therefore,  near  the  river,  and  the  second  in  the 
position  now  indicated,  being  an  mterval  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  feet,  will  fix  the  first  portion  of  the 
imaguiiiiy  fortifications  of  Servius  TuUiusJ'' 

Having  thus  found  a  beginning  to  the  ancient 
walls,  we  must  now  be  guided  by  the  hills.  The 
outlines  of  the  Capitoliue  are  so  manifestly  pre- 
served, that  we  may  proceed  from  the  supposed 
site  of  the  Porta  Carmentalis,  without  interruption, 
to  the  other  extremity  of  the  liilL  Such  a  line 
will  pass  through  the  Via  Tor  de*  Specchi,  along 
the  foot  of  the  balustrade  of  tlve  Carapidoglio,  and 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Via  Marforio.  At  this  point, 
the  tomb  of  Bibulus  will  assist  us;  which,  as  before 
observed,  is  to  be  left  without  the  city;  and  the 
direction  of  the  Via  Flaminia  here  assigns  at  once 
the  position  of  another  gate.  It  may  seem  very 
probable  that  the  celebrated  road  of  the  Consul 
gave  its  name  also  to  tlie  gate  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded ;  yet  some  antiquaries  have  here  contended 
for  the  Porta  Flumentana,  which  was  so  frequently 
injured  by  the  overflowings  of  the  Tyber !  ^^  The 
Via  Flaminia  was  moreover  a  triumphal  road,  by 
which  the  conqueror  approached  the  city  from  the 
north:  hence,  the  gate  in  question  has  also  been 
called,  and  with  much  more  propriety,  the  Porta 


'*  Consult  tlie  Plan  of  ancient  Rome, 

IS  See  DotuUus  de  Urb,  Horn.  lib.  i.  cap.  19. :  but  Signer  Nibby 
justly  observes,  —  "  Ove  il  Tevere  non  pote  mai  pervenire, 
altrimente  avrebbe  coperto  Roma  sopra  i  tetti."  —  Le  Mura  di 
Romoj  p.  129. 
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Triumphalis.*  These,  however,  are  names  which 
in  all  probability  prevailed  over  others  originally 
given  by  Servius  Tullius. 

From  the  site  of  the  Porta  Triumphalis^  the 
Walls  tended  to  regain  the  direction  of  the  next 
hill ;  but  so  as  to  comprise  the  ground  afterwards 
occupied  by  Trajan's  Forum,  This  will  bring  us 
into  the  Strada  della  Pilotta  and  the  precincts  of 
the  Colonna  Palace.  To  continue  the  city  of  the 
republic  as  far  as  tlic  gardens  of  Salliist,  would 
only  be  to  repeat  the  curved  outline  of  the  Qui- 
rinal  hill,  and  to  place  a  fourth  gate  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Via  Quattro  Fontane,  adjoining  the  Piazza 
Barberiui.  Through  this  gate  was  an  immediate 
ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  in  a  direction  witli 
the  temple  of  Quirinus  '^  \  and  we  are  furnished 
with  some  authority  from  Festus  for  calling  it  the 
Porta  Quirinalis.t  We  read  also  of  a  Porta  Salu- 
taris,  so  called  trom  its  vicinity  to  the  Temple  of 
Health.'*  It  is  intimated,  particularly  on  this  side 
[of  the  city,  tliat  the  gates  had  each  several  appel- 
lations.'^ The  name  of  the  hill  generally  prevailed 
for  the  principal  gate  leading  up  to  it^;  but  this 
does  not  prevent  the  one  in  question  from  being 


*  See  Note  E. 

1^  Vide  Dissertation  VIIL;  and  for  the  direction  of  the 
^iralla  and  the  positions  of  the  several  gates,  consult  the  Plan 
of  Ancient  Rome. 

\  See  Note  F, 

1**  In  Lit\  lib.  xxviii.  cap.  5. ;  Featus  on  the  words  Porta 
SahUaris  ;  and  Varro  De  Ling^  Lot.  lib.  iv. 

'•  Conipure  the  passage  cited  in  Note  F.,  and  the  references  in 
the  preceding  note. 

^  For  example,  Esquilina,  Viminalis,  Ceelimontana,  Pinciana^ 
and  others. 
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also  called  the  Porta  Salutaris ;  and  if  we  suppose 
the  gates  were  double,  it  will  still  better  account 
for  the  variety. 

Beyond  the  Villa  Barberini,  on  an  eminence 
which  overlooks  the  site  of  Sallust's  Circus,  the 
form  of  the  city  takes  a  turn  at  nearly  a  right 
angle,  and  there  begins  the  *'  agger'*  of  Servius  and 
Tarquin.  At  that  angle  was  situated  another  gate, 
called  Collina,  so  named  from  the  artificial  hill 
(Collh)  which  defended  that  side  of  the  city  the 
least  fortified  by  nature.  As  the  "agger"  will 
be  described  better  in  tracing  the  fiflhand  sixth 
regions^',  it  will  suffice  now  to  observe,  that  it  en- 
closed the  city,  from  tlie  place  just  pointed  out,  tor 
nearly  a  mile,  wliich  will  lead  us  behind  the  baths 
of  Diocletian,  and  the  Basilica  of  S.  Maria  Mag- 
giore.  Under  the  middle  of  this  "agger,"  upon 
the  authority  of  Strabo,  we  place  a  gate  *  ^,  wlilch 
will  fall  not  far  from  the  sitting  statue  already 
pointed  out  in  our  first  dissertation.  Upon  the 
most  accurate  survey,  the  "agger"  is  found  to 
end  near  the  church  of  S.  Antonio  Abate,  and 
with  equal  accuracy  the  Porta  EsquiJiua  is  fixed 
near  the  arch  of  Gallienus.^ 

We  have  hitherto  been  guided  chiefly  by  the 
visible  outlines  of  the  hills ;  but  from  the  Porta 
Esquilina,  for  near  a  mile,  we  shall  have  to  2>roceed 


*>  Vide  Dissertation  VUT. 
•  See  Note  G. 

X»f f .  —  Strabo f  lib.  v.  cap.  fi, 

^  From  this  gate  proceeded  two  roads,  leading  respectively 
to  PrBenestc  and  Labicum.  (Strabo,  lib.  v.  cap.  3.)  This  piece 
of  topography  has  been  confirmed  by  excavations. 
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without  any  such  direction.  The  next  point  that 
can  be  fixed  upon,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  is 
the  south-east  angle  of  the  Cnelian  hill.  It  will  be 
recollected  upon  what  authority  the  vertex  of  that 
hill  was  said  to  fall  near  the  hospital  of  the 
Latcran,  and  we  now  here  introduce  the  eighth 
gate,  called,  after  the  hill,  Ca^limontana,*  In  re- 
tracing our  steps  to  the  site  of  the  Porta  Esquilina, 
we  find  a  line  may  be  drawn  by  the  cliurch  of 
SS.  Pietro  and  Marcellino,  and  behind  the  Sette 
Sale,  which  will  bear  upon  the  margin  of  a  low 
hill.  Without  a  capacious  curve,  almost  incom- 
mensurate with  the  rest  of  the  old  city,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  draw  any  other  line  with  the  advan- 
tages of  an  eminence  required  ;  nor  does  it  appear 
how  the  Via  Fra^nestina,  which  proceeded  from  the 
Porta  Esquilina,  could  otherwise  be  reconciled 
with  the  surviving  traces  of  its  direction.  From 
these  things,  the  limits  we  have  assigned  to  the 
old  city,  on  the  south-east  side,  will  at  least  appear 
to  carry  an  air  of  probability. 

From  the  Porta  Cajlimoutana  we. proceed"  with- 


*  See  Note  H. 

2s  Wc  might,  indeed,  here  stay  to  examine  the  merits  of 
several  gates  which  claim  a  place  on  this  side  of  the  city  ;  for 
instance,  the  Porta  Fontinalis,  which  first  of  all  was  placed  on 
the  Via  Appia,  then  transferred  beyond  the  Tyber  near  the 
Corsini  palace  (Marliafio  de  Ham.  Topog>-aph.  lih.  ii.  cap.  9.,  and 
PanviniOi  Descrip.  Urb.  Rom.  p.  258.  torn.  iii.  apud  Gra^Wum) ; 
more  recently  brought  into  the  valley  between  the  Quirinal 
and  Capitoline  hill  (see  Introduzione  alia  Topographia  di 
i?o»w(,  in  Venutij  edit,  Piale,  Horn.  IBS*,  p.  9.);  and, finally,  sta- 
tioned by  Signer  Nibby  near  the  Lateran  [  (Mura  di  Rotnctt 
p.  178.) 
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out  interruption,  according  to  the  outline  already 
described  of  the  Ca'lian  hill ;  comprising  the 
convent  of  the  Quattro  Coronati,  the  church  of 
S,  Stephano  Rotundo,  and  the  Villa  Mattel.  We 
are  thus  led  to  recognise  the  north-west  angle  of  tlie 
Caelian,  below  which  began  the  Via  Appia.  This, 
consequently,  fixes  the  position  of  the  celebrated 
Porta  Capena,  which  we  mark  without  fear  of 
contradiction. 

The  walls  are  now  to  be  carried  across  a  narrow 
valley  to  take  the  diiection  of  the  Aventine  hill. 
This  will  bring  us  to  the  eminence  immediately 
overlooking  the  baths  of  Caracalla,  and  conse- 
quently will  exclude  from  tlie  circuit  the  whole 
compass  of  that  stupendous  building.  We  shall 
have  another  opportunity  of  remarking  that  Cara- 
calla, in  erecting  his  baths,  made  a  new  street;  and 
therefore,  not  unlikely,  might  draw  the  walla  round 
the  new  buildings.  But  farther  than  this  the  old 
city  never  extended,  nor  can  it  be  supposed  to 
have  come  withhi  the  eminence  now  about  to  be 
comprised  ;  for  according  to  the  principles  observed 
in  founding  those  walls,  a  commanding  height  could 
never  have  been  left  unfortified  at  the  very  gates 
of  the  city.  Above  the  western  angle  of  the  baths 
we  place  another  gate  ;  and  of  the  two  names  men- 
tioned by  Varro,  and  intimated  in  the  rcgionaries, 
we  prefer  the  more  popular  one  of  the  Porta  Na?via. 
This  gate  has  ti'avelled,  in  the  minds  of  antiquaries, 
rouiul  a  large  portion  of  the  city ;  but  from  the 
autliorities  above  cited,  cspeciiilly  where  the  street 
of  that  name  is  placed  in  the  twelflh  region,  to  which 
the  baths  of  Caracalla  belonged,  its  position  may 
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be  assigned  here  with  some  degree  of  certainty.^ 
At  a  little  distance  from  the  supposed  site  of  the 
Porta  Na^via,  our  circuit  will  come  in  contact  with 
an  angular  point  of  the  present  walls  of  Rome,  and 
from  thence  by  an  elliptical  cur\'e  will  come  to 
the  valley  of  communication  between  the  Porta 
S.  Paolo  and  the  Circus  Maximus.  At  no  great 
distance  from  the  bastion  of  Pope  Paul  III.  may 
be  placed  our  eleventli  gate,  which,  with  some  show 
of  reason,  may  be  called  the  Porta  Ostiensis ;  be- 
cause its  direction  corresponds  with  the  vestiges  of 
the  Via  Ostiensis  lately  discovered  near  the  pyramid 
of  Caius  Cestius.  Varro,  however,  imposes  upon 
us  an  obscure  name  of  Laverna,  which  it  is  better 
to  assume  along  with  the  former,  than  to  contend 
in  the  dark  for  a  victory.^"  It  now  only  remains 
to  complete  the  figure  of  the  city  on  this  side  the 


20  The  second  gate  alluded  to  in  this  place  is  the  Uaudusculu, 
which,  according  to  Varro,  was  a  brazen  gate  ;  and  the  ancient 
word  for  brass  was  Uaudus.  It  is  mentioned  bo  closely  in  con- 
junction with  the  Porta  Na^via,  tliat  in  all  probability  it  was 
contiguous  to  it.  (Vide  Varro  de  Ling.  LaZ,  lib,  iv.  cap.  34.) 
The  two  gates  gave  names  resjiectively  to  two  streets,  wliich 
are  mentioned  in  the  regionaries,  and  on  the  more  ikithful  mo- 
nument of  the  "  Base  Capitolina."  (See  an  accomit  of  these 
authorities  tn  the  following  Dissertation.)  The  wanderings  of 
Panvinio,  Donatus,  and  other  antujuaries  of  that  day,  to  find  the 
Porta  Na&via  about  the  P.  Esquilioa,  when  tlie  two  streets  above 
mentioned  are  found  in  the  twelfth  region,  are  highly  repre- 
hensible. An  interest  is  given  to  the  Porta  Naevia  in  reading 
Xtr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  6. 

37 "  Hinc  ((.  e.  after  the  Porta  Ncvia  and  Rauduscula)  Porta 
Lavernalis,  ab  ara  Laverna;,  quod  ibi  ara  ejus  defe."  —  Varro  de 
Ling*  Lai,  lib.  iv.  cap.  3i. 

This  passage  alone  has  rescued  the  Porta  Lavemalis  from 
oblivion. 
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river,  by  returning  with  the  Aventine  liill  to  the 
Stratla  Marmorata.  Beneath  the  church  of  S. 
Alessio  was  situated  the  Poita  Trigeminaj  whose 
nau  ^,and  position  seem  to  have  remained  until  a 
very  Ste  period  of  the  empire.^  It  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  discover  the  gates  belonging  to 
the  "  Transtyberim,"  either  at  the  period  to  which 
our  attention  is  now  directed,  or  subsequently: 
pi'obably,  in  the  first  instance,  there  were  none. 
The  Porta  Portuensis  could  not  exist  before  the 
time  of  Claudius,  for  it  was  named  from  Portus 
which  he  built.^  The  *'  Porta  Septiniiana/'  even 
if  its  position  were  agreed  upon,  is  confessed  to  be 
of  still  more  modern  date.  The  site  of  the  **  Porta 
Janiculensis"  is  a  mere  conjecture  of  Panvinio. 
Cicero,  indeed,  informs  us  there  was  a  Via  Aurelia  ^, 
and  we  know  there  was  a  gate  of  that  name.  It  is 
uncertain,  liowever,  says  Biondo,  whether  the  gate 
gave  a  name  to  t!ie  road,  or  the  road  to  tlie  gate ;  ^' 
and  although  conjecture  would  fix  it  on  the  brow 
of  the  Janiculum,  yet  in  the  time  of  Belisarius, 
according  to  Procopius,  it  was  within  a  stone's  cast 


2*  Frequent  mention  is  made  in  the  ancient  authors  of  the 
Porta  Trigemina,  and  in  the  catalogues  of  Victor  ahd  Ilufus,  wlio 
Hved  OS  late  as  Valcntinian  and  ^'^alen8,  it  is  found  in  the  region 
of  tlie  Circus  Maxituus. 

2»  Suet,  in  Vii,  Cluud.  cap.  20.     Vide  NMtf^  Viaggio  AtUiq. 
U.  p.  319. 

"  Aurelia  Via  profectus   est  (Catilinu).'* —  Cic,  Orai,  in 
i7m.  ii.  sect.  6- 

**  Tres  ergo,  ut  dixi,  viae  ad  Mutinam  sunt ;  a  supero  mari 
Flaminia,  ab  infero  Aurelia,  media  Cassia."  —  Cic.  Philipp,  xii- 
<ect.  '12, 

^1  Vide  Bio/ido,  Roma  Bestaurata,  Sfc,  lib.  i.  carta  25. 
E  2 
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of  Hadrian's  tomb/-  The  materials  are  often 
scanty  in  making  our  researclies  in  ancient  Rome, 
but  in  no  instance  arc  they  equally  so  as  in  what 
relates  to  the  Transtyberim.  Scarcely  a  hint  is  to 
be  gathered  from  all  that  is  left  lis  of  ancient  lore, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  retire  in  confusion.  But  on 
this  side  the  Tyber,  such  was  Rome,  according  to 
our  knowledge,  as  left  by  the  kings  [A.  C.509],  and 
continued  through  the  republic.  The  whole  affords, 
exclusive  of  any  walls  beyond  the  river,  a  circum- 
ference of  about  six  miles.*  We  are  now  to  enquire 
whether  the  city  received  any  additions  until  it 
was  so  etfectually  enlarged  by  the  mighty  walls  of 
Aurelian. 

There  was  an  ancient  law  or  custom,  derived 
from  the  kings,  which  enabled  the  conqueror  who 
had  made  any  acquisition  of  territory  to  the  Roman 
state  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  city.  But, 
though  many  great  generals  effected  miglity  con- 
quests, and  added  to  the  power  of  Rome,  Sylla  was 
the  first  who  took  the  advantage  of  this  sacred 
privilege*^;  Julius  Ceesar  appears  to  have  had  the 
intention  of  following  the  example^"*;  but  Tacitus 


t3  vtfiaiXti  J«y  X/9ow  ^oA^y,  —  Procopius  de  Bdlo   Gothic,  lib.  i. 
cap.  22. 

*  See  Note  L 

^^  "  Et  Pomceriura  urbis  auxit  Caesar,  more  prisco  ;  quo  iis,  qui 
DfOtultTc  imperium,  ctiam  terniinos  urbis  propagate  datur.  Nee 
tanien  duces  Komani,  quant^uam  magnis  nationibus  subactis, 
u^urpavprant,  nisi  L.  Sulla  et  Divus  Augustus."  —  Tacit,  AmiaL 
lib.  >  ii.  cap.  23. 

Dion  Cassius  says,  Julius  Caesar  actually  enlarged  the  Pomoe- 

ifjuU  Tf  I'b^Xfi  vfa^at  elt^iv,  —  De  Jul,  C{BS,  lib.  xllil.     But  it 
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assigns  the  second  addition  to  Augustus",  and 
mentions  the  enlarging  of  the  city  as  a  remarkable 
act  of  Claudius.^  Nero  and  Trajan  also  added  to 
it*®;  and,  from  an  inscription  published  by  Gruter, 
it  appears  that  Hadrian  restored  the  boundaries 
which  had  been  profaned  by  the  buildings  of  the 
people."*  All  these  improvements  of  the  city,  how- 
ever, consisted  in  restoring  or  enlarging  a  conse* 
crated  portion  of  ground  about  the  walls,  called 
tiie  Pomoerium ;  and  it  may  perhaps  be  necessary 
to  explain  more  particularly  what  that  was. 


seems  rather  to  have  been  only  an  intention  or  a  plan  made 
known. 

"  Jam  de  omanda  instruendaque  urbe,  item  de  tuendo  am- 
[diandoque  imperio,  plura  ac  majora  m  dies  desiinabat. — Suet  in 
Vit  JvL  Ob$,  cap.  44.  Compare  the  passage  in  Tacitus,  cited 
in  the  preceding  note. 

^  Tacitus  is  confirmed  by  Dion  Cassius :  —  Ta  toi/'tov  linfMifU 
Of  {a  ^«ijt;fi]<ri  [J  A^ot/$-o(].  —  De  August  lib.lv.  cap.  6.  tom.il. 
p.  776. 

^  Tacit  AsmaL  lib.  xii.  cap.  24^  See,  also,  an  inscription  to 
that  effect,  Crruier,  Inscript  p.  776.  torn.  i.  p.  cxcvi. 

^"^  <*  Pomoerio  autem  nemini  principum  licet  addere,  nisi  ei 
qui  agri  Barbarici  aliqua  parte  Romanam  republicam  locuple* 
taverit ;  addidit  autem  Augustus,  addidit  Trajanus,  addidit 
Nero,  sub  quo  Pontus  Polemoniacus  et  Alpes  Cottiae  Romano 
nomini  tributse."  —  Vopiscus  in  Aurelian,  cap.  21. 

*®  COLtEGIVM 

AVGVRVM    AVCTORE 
IMP.   CAESARE   DIVI 
TRAIANI    PARTHICI.   F 
DIVI.   NERVAE   NEPOTE 
TBAIANO   HADRIANO 
AVG.    PONT.    MAX.    TRIB. 
POT.    V.   COS.    III.    PROCOS. 
TERMINOS   POMERII 
BESTITVENDOS   CVRAVIT. 

Gruter,  Inscript  tom.  i.  p.  cxcviii. 
£   3 
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The  Pomoerium  was  not  merely  a  space  of  terri- 
tory beliind  the  walls,  as  the  word  (post  mceriuvi) 
might  seem  to  denote,  but  it  was  a  place,  says 
Livy,  about  the  wall,  which  the  Etruscans,  ancicntlVf 
in  founding  their  cities,  consecrated,  before  they 
constructed  their  walls.  It  was  forbidden  to  build 
within  the  limits  of  the  Pomarium,  either  on  the 
outside  or  inside  of  the  walls,  or  even  so  much  as 
to  pass  the  plougli  over  it.  *  It  was  within  this 
consecrated  space  of  ground,  whicli  ran  round  the 
city,  that  the  augurs  accomplished  their  acts  of 
religion  ^,  and  it  devolved  upon  them  to  see  that 
the  Pomcrrium  was  not  encroached  upon  by  build- 
ings.** Thus,  for  many  ages  did  the  Romans  pre- 
serve, by  the  sanctity  of  their  laws  and  public  sense 
of  religion,  what  must  be  defended  in  modem 
times  by  the  salutary  terror  of  an  armed  centinel. 

From  this  description  of  the  Pomoerium,  it  ap- 
pears it  miglit  be  enlarged  without  removing  the 
walls;  and  perhaps  the  additions  already  enumerated 
mean  no  more  than  as  many  restorations  of  the 
Pomoerium  to  its  ancient  limits;  but  in  what  de- 
gree,  or  in  which  part  of  the  city  these  improve- 
ments  were  made,  we  are  almost  equally  destitute 
of  information  :  of  Sylla's  act  nothing  is  known/* 
Since  Augustus  rendered  the  unwholesome  Esqui- 
line    hill   Iiabitable,  it  may  be   inferred   that  his 


*  See  Note  K. 

8^  M,  VarrOf  lib.  iv. ;  and  SexL  P,  FeshtSf  Fragment,  p.  30. 
Aulm  GeilixU)  NocLAtt,  lib.xiii.  cap.  11*. ;  and  Macrobius,  lib.  i. 
cap.  24. 

*  See  inscription  given  in  Note  38, 

*'  Panvinio  and  Donatus  have  no  authority  whatever  for  sup- 
osing  Sylla  to  have  enlarged  the  city  about  the  Porta  CoUina. 
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extending  of  the  Pomcerium  was  in  that  district*^ 
Perhaps  Nero  was  actuated  more  by  his  own  private 
convenience;  and  confined  his  improvement  to  the 
Cgelian  hilL^  Trajan  no  doubt  made  the  space 
clear  for  his  forum.  We  are,  however,  more  par- 
ticularly informed  about  Claudius  Ca?sar :  his  in- 
creasing of  the  city  consisted  in  comprising  the 
Aventine  hill  witliin  the  consecrated  boundaries^ 
[A.D.  41 — 54.]  "^^  It  appears,  the  Pomocriuni  of 
Romulus,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Palatine  hill, 
had  been  left  untouched  through  the  ages  of  the 
republic.  But  this  must  not  lead  us  to  suppose  the 
Aventine  hill  was  not  withm  the  walls  ;  for  the  un- 
deniable testimony  of  Livy,  Dionysius,  and  other 
authors,  will  not  allow  us  to  make  such  a  supposi- 
tion.* Claudius,  therefore,  extended,  or  rather  trans- 
ferred, the  Pomoerium  from  the  valley  of  the  Circus 
Maxunus  to  the  western  side  of  the  Aventine ;  and 
thus  increased  the  cily^  but  did  not  extend  the 
walls.  The  reason  why  this  hill  was  so  long  con- 
sidered as  unsanctified  ground,  however  indis- 
pensable for  the  convenience  of  the  cit}%  is  told 
by  Aulas  Gellius  upon  the  authority  of  Messala  *  j 
because  Remus,  when  he  considered  on  that  mount 


*3  See  Note  85.  p.  31. 
^^  See  Dissertations  IV.  and  X- 

**  Aulus  GelliuB  found  it  thus  written  in  a  commentary  of  an 
ancient  grammarian :  — "  Aventinum  antea,  sicuti  diximus,  extra 
Pomcerium  exclusum ;  post,  auctore  D.  Claudio,  reccptum,  et 
intra  FomcErii  fmes  obsen'atum." — Noct.  Attic,  lib.  xiii.  cap.  14. 
**  TiL  Lit\  lib.  i,  cap.  13.  Dion,  Hal.  de  Rouu  Antiq,  lib.  1, 
cap.TU 

"  Septemque  tma  sibi  muro  circumdabit  arccs." 

Virg,  ^n,  vL  78*- 
•  See  Note  L. 
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the  auspices  and  omens  under  whicli  he  was  about 
to  found  his  rival  city,  was  excelled  hy  Roniuhis 
in  discovering  the  will  of  the  gods.  Aiid  since 
this  act  of  Clautlius  may  be  denominated  a  re- 
ligious act  rather  than  any  other,  it  may  be  con- 
cluded that  the  additions  to  the  Pomoerium  made 
by  tlie  other  emperors  partook  of  something  of  the 
same  nature;  and  until  the  age  of  Aurelian,  it  is  in 
vain  to  search  for  any  authority  which  will  prove 
the  'walls  to  have  ever  been  extended.  * 

But  from  tliis  dream  of  security,  when  the  form 
and  dimensions  of  the  city  until  the  269th  year 
of  the  Christian  jera  seem  determined,  we  are 
awakened  by  Pliny,  wlio  declares  that,  taking  all 
together,  it  was  18  miles  and  200  paces  round  the 
walls  in  the  time  and  censorship  of  the  Vespasians. 
[A.D.  69 — ^79-]*  'T'^*^  passage  is  examined  and 
criticised  by  Nardini  with  learning  and  acuteness  : 
he  arranges  in  order  all  the  arguments  brought  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  emendation  of  Cluverius, 
most  of  which  consist  in  a  vague  comparison 
between  the  extent  of  Athens  and  Syracuse  with 
that  of  Rome  j  he  then  shows  satisfactorily  enough 
with  the  aid  of  Donatus**'",  that  Pliny  meant  to 
say  no  more  than  this:  —  Rome  was  13  miles 
200  paces  in  circumference,  Tlie  aggregate  mea- 
sure of  all  the  roads  (t'lw)  from  the  Millarium  in 
the  Forum  to  tlie  gates,  amoimted  to  30  miles 
750  paces ;  but  taking  the  aggregate  of  all  the 
streets  (r/ci),  to  the  farthest  points  of  the  walls, 


*  See  Note  M. 

^'*  See^the  passage  inserted  in  Note  at  the  end  o(  the  Volume- 

*^  See  Nardini,  Horn,  Antica,  torn.  i.  p.  43—49. 
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they  would  amount  to  not  more  than  70  miles. 
The  latter  part  oi'  the  passage,  when  the  meaning 
is  thus  evolved,  is  calculated  rather  to  blind  us  the 
more,  than  to  throw  any  Hght  upon  the  magnitude 
of  ancient  Rome  :  but  the  circumference  of  the 
city  seems  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  credit  of  the 
author.  Now,  after  duly  estimating  the  full  extent 
of  the  ancient  city,  comprising  tiie  seven  hills  and 
the  "  agger"  of  Servius,  and  making  the  most 
ample  allowances  for  the  walls  beyond  the  Tyber, 
the  distance  will  fall  much  short  of  Pliny's  13 
miles  200  paces  ;  indeed,  scarcely  do  the  present 
walls  amount  to  that  amplitude.  To  reconcile  this, 
Donatus  adds  the  walls  or  fortifications  peculiar  to 
the  Capitol ;  and  Nardini,  not  disapproving  of  the 
conjecture,  adds  the  circumferences  of  the  various 
towers  or  outworks,  and  the  sinuosities  of  the 
ancient  walls,  which  might  be  more  than  those  of 
the  present  ones :  but  all  these  additions,  unless 
they  are  very  much  exaggerated,  will  leave  us 
short  of  Pliny's  measurement,  and  either  the 
ancient  author  or  the  redoubtable  antiquaries  must 
yield.  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  it  was  difficult  to 
say  how  far  Rome  extended.  It  was  not,  says 
Dionysius,  to  be  estimated  by  its  ancient  circuit, 
which  was  gradually  tUsappearing.*^  Such,  however, 
could  hardly  be  the  case  on  the  east,  the  south, 
and  the  west;  for  after  tlie  age  of  Augustus, 
according  to  Pliny,  the  city  was  limited  on  those 
sides  by  the  *•  agger"  and  the  precipitous  hills'"*; 


H 
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^  DioHijs,  Hal  libJv,  c,  13.  p.  210. 

•*»  See  Note  7.  p.  41.;  *aiid  compare   Note  63.  p.  23.     Difl* 
Bertatton  I. 
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"tthilst,  on  the  northern  side,  the  theatre  of  Mar- 
celhus,  tlie  Circus  FlaniiniuSj  the  Portico  of  Octa\ia, 
and  numerous  other  buildings,  stood  close  to  tlie 
precincts  of  the  Capitol.*^  We  are  therefore  to 
make  the  supplement  of  the  13j  miles  from  the 
Campus  Martins,  the  Trail stybcrim,  and  tlie 
Pincian  hill,  which  had  become  so  desirable  ,  a 
residence  on  account  of  its  favourable  position  and 
its  extensive  gardens ;  nor  will  such  an  addition 
affect  the  Pomccrium,  or  city  properly  so  called; 
whilst  the  whole,  with  equal  propriety,  might  be 
considered  the  circuit  of  Rome.  ^'  It  is  now  time 
to  proceed  to  describe  and  define  those  two  objects 
which  made  up  tlie  improved  city  of  the  Cassars. 

From  the  papal  palace  [to  the  Villa  Mandosi, 
the  Quu'inal  hill,  as  its  outline  has  been  already 
described,  is  separated  from  the  Pincian  by  a 
valley;  the  latter  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the 
■walls  of  the  city,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Campus 
Maitius;  so  that,  with  the  outline  of  the  Quu'inai 
for  a  base,  it  approaches  to  the  form  of  a  triangle. 
It  is  distinguished  by  the  church  of  S.  Trinita  dei 
Monti  and  by  the  Villa  Medici ;  but  it  is  not  very 
obvious  how  far  it  extended  along  the  Via 
Flaminia.  It  is  found  in  the  w  ritings  of  Suetonius 
by  the   name   of  "  Collis  Hortuorum^^*'    which 


5<>  At  the  very  time  Pliny  wrote,  the  Portico  of  Octavia  was 
considered  without  the  city  (Pomfierium).  See  what  has  been 
said  on  the  triumphal  pate  in  Note  at  the  end  of  the  volume  ; 
and  compare  Joseph,  de  Helh  Judaic,  hb.  vii.  cap.  16. 

Bi  This  distinction  between  Urbs  and  Roma  (in  the  same 
manner  as  we  are  accustomed  to  distiiiguiah  between  the  City 
and  Lotuion)  must  now  appear  most  ^ideut. 

*2  Sueton.  in  vita  Neron.  cap.  50, 
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intimates  it  was  a  pleasure  ground.  The  gardens 
of  Sallust  may  be  said  to  have  bordered  upon  it, 
or  even  occupied  some  part;  Luculhis  and  the 
Domitian  family  are  known  to  have  had  their 
gardens  there  *^ ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
it  was  monopolised  by  those  great  men.  It  might 
be  inhabited  by  citizens  of  less  consequence,  and 
in  some  directions  be  populous.  It  has  received 
the  name  of  "  Mons  Pincius,"  as  the  Caelian 
acquired  that  of  **  Lateranus,"  because  a  wealthy 
senator  (but  at  a  late  period  of  the  empire)  built 
a  splendid  house  upon  it.  But  so  little  is  known 
of  either  Pincins  the  senator  or  his  palace,  that 
etymologists  would  invent,  if  it  were  possible,  some 
other  derivation  for  the  modern  name,^**  The 
celebrity  of  the  Pincian  liill  was  in  its  zenith  when 
the  glory  of  Belisarius  was  displayed  about  its 
gates,  and  the  palace  of  Pincius  was  his  residence.** 
In  the  circuit  of  the  walls,  several  objects  may  be 
pointed  out  which  can  still  be  reconciled  with  the 
descrijjtions  of  Procopius,  and  excite  the  spectator's 
sympathy  for  poor  Belisarius. 

The  Campus  Martins  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  Pin- 
cian, the  Quiiinal,    and  Capitoline   hills,    as  the 


**  See  DwuUiis  de  Urb,  Rom,  lib.  iii.  cap.  23. 

*•*  Chiefly  ecclesiastical  writers,  who  find  a  church  once  stood 
on  the  hill  called  S.  Felix  in  Pincis.  See  Nardini,  Rom,  AnticOy 
lib.  4.  cap.  7.  This,  however,  may  easily  be  the  Senator  Pincius 
trangformed  into  a  saint.  The  house  of  Pincius  is  certainly 
mentioned  by  Cassiodorus  :  —  "  Declaramus  ut  marmora  qua 
de  domo  Pinciana  constat  ease  deposita,  ad  Ravennatem  urbem/' 
&c.  —  Libw  ill.  epist.  1 0.  Compare  AnaMamis  in  Silverio,  and 
the  anouymou!!  author  In  Mabillon,  Vetera  Analecta,  torn.  iv. 

**  See  Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall,  S^c.  ch.  xli. 
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latter  have  been  especially  traced  by  the  walls  of 
the  ancient  city;  and  it  spreads  itself  to  the  banks 
of  the  Tyber.  This  celebrated  plain  is,  indeed, 
supposed  by  some  to  have  been  of  much  greater 
amplitude  than  this ;  and  among  those  who  so 
judge  is  Piranesi.  He  supposes  that  the  Campus 
Martins  extended  as  far  as  the  Pons  Milvius.^* 
His  chief  autliority  is  derived  from  Strabo,  wlio 
has  so  eloquently  described  this  part  of  ancient 
Rome ;  and  it  may  here  be  necessary  to  insert  that 
geographer's  description  of  it/'  "  The  plain," 
says  he,  "  adorned  by  nature  and  art,  is  of  won- 
derful extent,  and  affords  an  ample  and  clear  space 
for  the  running  of  chariots,  and  other  equestrian 
and  gyjiinastic  exercises.  It  is  in  verdant  bloom 
tbrongliout  the  year,  and  is  crowned  by  hills  which 
rise  above  the  Tybcr,  and  slope  down  to  its  very 
banks.  The  whole  affords  a  picturesque  and  beau- 
tiful landscape,  which  you  would  linger  to  behold. 
Near  to  this  plain  is  another  of  less  magnitude  ;  and 
all  around  it  are  innumerable  porticos  and  shady 
groves;   besides  three  theatres,  an  amphitheatre, 


^^  Le  Atitichit^  Romane,  tona.  1.    I/tdice  ossia  spiegazione,  p.  7. 

^^   TsTwy   S«   QvtaTaoTtiiiS*]  to.  ir>.£i*s-a,    h  MapTxo;  ej^ei  Ka^vo^,   irpc^ 

l-s%a<Tiv.v  iK(tfKi/Tey  va.fix^  '''¥  too-oi^T})  irX^fiei,  twv  a^tpatp^f  xal  k/^k^ , 

«^a^4f  8*'  tTfiv?,  Ha*  rSv  hi^un  OTt^dyai  to  Ivip  ra  worajwoi/  l*^Xf^  ■''« 

^liy*    «>.i5<riov   8'   ir^  tov  its^/s  Toyrot/,   oXXo  vthcvj  xai  rrcai  Ki/xXf» 

TsXer^,  xa)  cvvixtt^  iXX-^Xoi;"  &;  vaptpyav  ay  8  ^aity  avofalynv  tijy  aXX-^y 
ft^X^y,  —  Sfrahoj  Geograph.  cum  ?ioiis  Casaubon,  lib.  v.  toui*  u 
p.  361.  edit,  Amsteiod.  1707. 
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and  various  temples  contiguous  to  each  other ;  so 
that  the  rest  of  the  city  appeai-a  only  an  appendage 
to  it."  It  is  manifestj  from  this  description,  that 
there  were  two  plains,  the  lesser^^  of  tliem  covered 
with  those  noble  public  edifices  whicli  Strabo  de- 
scribes. Tiie  tliree  theatres  he  alludes  to,  are 
universally  acknowledged  to  be,  respectively,  of 
Pompeyj  Balbus,  and  Marcellus,  because  these 
objects  are  all  mentioned  as  being  in  the  "  regio  " 
of  the  Circus  Flaniinius;  and  the  situations  of  two 
of  them,  if  not  the  third,  are  ascertained  beyond  a 
doubt 

The  tlieatre  of  Marcellus  must,  of  all  edifices 
in  the  Campus  that  we  know  of,  have  been  the 
nearest  to  the  walls  of  the  old  city;  and  we  read 
of  no  building  beyond  the  mausoleum  of  Augustus. 
Between  these  two  extreme  objects  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  enumerate  porticos,  circuses,  baths, 
and  other  edifices,  so  as  to  crowd  the  space  which 
has  now  become  the  most  populous  part  of  Rome. 
And  if,  upon  the  most  indisputable  authority,  we 
could  so  fill  up  with  buikUngs  the  whole  extent  of 
that  plain,  embraced  by  a  capacious  curve  of  the 
Tyber,  it  may  very  reasonably  be  enquired,  where 
the  space  would  be  found  for  the  verdant  plains 
that  contained  such  numbers  of  the  Roman  youth- 
Were  the  games  and  equestrian  exercises  to  be 
confined  within  the  unequal  portions  of  ground  left 
between  the  buildings?   or  were  the  chariots  to 


^8  y^Q  are  authorised  in  making  a  distinction  between  the 
two  plains. 

"  Te  quKsivimus  in  minore  Campo 
Te  in  Circo,  te  in  omnibus  libellis." 

CaiuUu9  ad  Canimumj  carm,  Iv. 
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dash  against  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  royal 
monument  and  the  walls  of  the  stately  Pantheon?^ 
Now,  the  lesser  plain,  which  Strabo  saw  thus 
adorned  with  splendid  buildings,  could  be  no  other 
than  tlie  space  \ying  between  the  mausoleum  of 
Augustus,  or  the  Ripetta,  and  the  theatre  of  Mar- 
cellus.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  previously  to 
the  erection  of  all  those  edifices,  the  exercises  of 
the  Campus  Martius  were  confined  within  the  limits 
of  t!ie  field  of  tlie  Tarquins^;  nor  would  we  con- 
tend against  those  ancient  authors  who  so  accu- 
rately define  this  original  ground,^^      But  in  the 


^3  Tlie  places  for  exercise  must  have  been  free  and  open 
spaces  to  have  continually  preserved  the  freehness  and  verdure 
spoken  of  by  Strabo,  and  so  frequently  celebrated  by  tlie 
poets :  — 

"  Quamvis  non  alius  flectere  equuna  sciens 
^que  coDspidtur  gramine  Martio." 

Hot,  Carm.  lib.  iii.  7- 
"  Tunc  ego  me  memini  ludos  m  gramine  Canipi 
Aspicere,  et  dici  lubrice  Tibri  tuos/' 

Ovid,  Fast.  lib.  vi.  237. 
See  also  Ovid*  FasU  hTj.  iii.  v.  519.,  and  Cicero  de  Oratwd 
lib.  ii.  cap.  71. 

w  Pomponius  Lsetus  remarks,  that  the  original  Campus  Mar- 
tius, which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Tarquins,  lay  about 
the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo  in  Lucina. 

P.  Victor  enumerates  eight  plains  or  campi  in  Rome :  the 
Viminalis,  Esquilinus,  Agrippsc^  Martius,  Codetanus,  Bructanus, 
LanatariuB,  Pccuarius ;  and  one  more  beyond  the  Tyber,  Cam- 
pus Vaticanus.  In  the  "Notitia"  they  run  thus:  Vinunalis, 
Agrippae,  Martius,  Codetanus,  Octaviua,  Pecuarius,  Zanatarius, 
Brytianus.     Vide  Notit'ta  Imperii^  S^c.  edit*  Ludg.  1608. 

61  "  Ager  Tarquiniorum,  qui  inter  urbem  ac  Tiberim  fuit,  con- 
eecratus  Marti,  Martius  deinde  campus  fuit." — Tit  Liv,  lib-ii. 
cap.  5.  The  historian  then  proceeds  to  relate  the  manner  in 
which  the  island  of  the  Tyber  was  formed.  Wliether  the  story 
be  true  or  not^  we  have  the  popular  opinion  as  to  where  the 
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study  of  ancient  Rome,  the  changes  and  increases 
which  time  and  luxury  effected,  as  these  things 
have  done  in  all  other  cities,  must  surely  be  taken 
into  the  account ;  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that 
as  a  tlieatre  or  a  portico"^  occupied  the  place  which 
was  once  devoted  to  tiie  field  of  Mars,  the  games 
would  be  transferred  to  a  convenient  distance.  By 
a  careful  attention  to  the  passage  of  Strabo,  it 
appears  he  is  approaching  Rome  from  the  Pons 
Milvius.  He  first  arrives  at  the  ample  Stadia  and 
grassy  plain,  adapted  for  the  exercise  of  arms,  and 
then  proceeds  towards  the  Capitol.  Moreover,  the 
"  crowns  of  hills,"  which  form,  as  it  were,  the 
counter-barrier  to  the  large  plain,  can  be  no  other 
than  the  Monte  Mario  and  a  portion  of  the  Jani- 
culum.  The  intention  which  Julius  Cassar  had  of 
increasing  the  city  to  the  Pons  Milvius  by  turning 
the  bed  of  tiie  river  along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  is  a 
collateral  evidence  that  there  was  public  ground 
beyond  the  present  walls.*  In  the  region  of  the 
Circus  Flaminius  we  read  of  an  object  called  the 


I 


field  of  the  Taxquins  was.  The  original  Campus  Martius,  there- 
fore, may  Imve  extended  from  tlie  theatre  of  Marcellus  to  the 
Palazzo  Famese.  Compare  Dhm/sim  Halicam,  lib.  v.  cap.  13. 
and  consult  Donahis  de  Urh.  Rom.  lib.  i.  cap.  8. 

**3  If  Gallienus  iiad  finished  his  Porticus  Flaminia,  he  must 
almost  have  excluded  the  exercises  even  from  the  larger  plain. 
"  Porticum  Flaminiara  usque  ad  ponlem  Milvium  et  ipse  para- 
verat  ducere,  ita  ut  telrustiche  fieret,  ut  autem  alii  dicunt  penta- 
stiche,  ita  ut  primus  ordo  pilas  haberct,  et  ante  se  columnas 
cum  statuis  secundus,  et  tertius  et  deinceps  ^ia.rt<T<ra^a!v  colum- 
nas."—  TrvbeUins  PoUio  in  vita  GaUienorum^  cap.  xviii, ;  yet 
this  work  was  planned  before  Aurelian  :  proof  enough  that  the 
Campus  Martius  was  open  and  free  beyond  the  present  walls. 

•  See  Note  N. 


* 
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Equiiia.  "  The  Equina,"  says  Varro,  "  was  named 
from  the  runniti*j  oi'  horses,  which  took  place  in 
the  Campus  Martius  on  a  fixed  day ;  "  and  we  are 
inibrnied  by  Festus  that  those  games  owe  their 
origin  to  the  founder  of  lionie,^'*  The  Equu-ia, 
according  to  Ovid,  was  bounded  by  the  vast  wind- 
ings of  the  Tyber ;  which  Piranesi  tliinks  can  hardly 
be  applied  to  as  much  of  the  river  as  flows  past  the 
Ihnitcd  Campus  Martins;  and  therefore  he  would 
extend  this  celebrated  phun  to  the  Pons  Milvius, 
A  few  reflections,  founded  on  these  arguments  and 
autlioritics,  will  enable  us  to  complete  the  general 
survey  of  Rome  on  this  side  the  Tyber. 

The  walls  of  ancient  Rome  did  run  along  the 
foot  of  tlie  Capitoline  and  Quirinal  hills:  in  the 
age  of  Augustus  it  was  often  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  original  limits  of  the  city,  especially  where 
buildings  had  arisen  near  to  the  walls.  Tlie  ori- 
ginal Campus  Martius  was  covered  with  build- 
ings, from  the  capitol  to  beyond  the  Pantheon  of 
Agrippa  j  and  the  Pincian  hill  was  an  en\aable  situ- 
ation for  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds.  This 
extent  of  hill  and  plain  gradually  grew  into  the 
city,  and  even  excelled  the  city  itself  in  magnifi- 
cence. When  Pliny,  therefore,  wrote,  in  the  time 
of  Vespasian,  it  was  comprised  in  the  circuit  of 
Rome.  Begitniing  from  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  "  agger,"  we  now  include  the  Monte  Pincio, 
and  the  Campus  Martius,  as  far  as  the  environs  of 
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''3  *<  Altera  f^raminco  spcctabig  Equiria  Campo 
Qucm  Tiberis  curvis  in  latus  iirgct  aquis/' 

OrifL  Fast  lib.  iii.  519, 
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Augustus's  tomb.  ^^  We  shall  thus  acquire  an  ad- 
ditional circuit  of  about  three  miles  and  a  quarter, 
which,  added  to  the  former,  will  produce  nine  and 
a  quarter  English,  or  ten  Roman  miles  100  paces. 
Of  the  fourteen  wards  or  regions  into  which 
Rome  was  divided,  one  lay  beyond  the  Tyber,  and 
consequently  must  come  into  this  calculation :  it 
was,  according  to  P,  Victor,  36,438  feet  in  cir- 
cumference; the  "Notitia"  has  33,488.^  Three 
hundred  and  eighty  years  before  the  former  of 
these  measurements  was  taken  the  Regio  Trans- 
tiberina  might  be  of  less  magnitude :  however  that 
may  be,  it  is  easy  to  supply  from  hence  the  three 
miles  still  wanting  to  complete  the  circuit  of  Rome 
as  given  us  by  Pliny. 

With  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  Campus  Mar- 
tius  beyond  the  mausoleum  of  Augustus,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  how  far  it  was  carried.  The 
villas  about  the  Pons  Milvius  were  private  pro- 
perty***, and  wliere  that  begun  pubHc  ground  must 
end.  It  were  equally  as  unfounded  a  conjecture 
to  limit  the  field  of  Mars  by  tfie  present  walls  as 
to  extend  it  to  the  Ponte  Molle. 

Combining  the  testimonies  of  two  ancient  writers 


**  This  is  meant  to  include  the  Campus  Minor  (see  the  de- 
scription of  Strabo  already  inserted),  but  we  can  have  no  pre- 
tension to  draw  the  exact  line :  the  Muro  Torto  is  a  doubtful 
guide. 

**  The  nature  of  these  documents,  so  frequently  alluded  to, 
will  be  explained  in  the  following  Dissertation. 

**  "  Occulte  ad  ponteni  Milvium  pervenerunt ;  atquc  ibr  in 
proxhnis  villis  ita  bipartiti  fuerunt,  ut  Tiberis  inter  eos  ct  pons 
interesset/*  —  Cicero  in  Cataiin.  Orat.  iiL 
VOL.  I.  F 
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with  a  modern  discovery  (which  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly noticed  hereafter *^^),  we  iind  the  middle 
or  widest  part  of  the  Campus  Martins  was  con- 
sidered to  liave  been  where  the  church  of  S.  Carlo 
al  Corso  now  is.  If  we  suppose  that  this  was  said 
with  reference  to  its  extent  from  south  to  north, 
the  limits  would  be  pretty  accurately  defined  be- 
tween tlie  two  extreme  conjectures  just  al  hided 
to  J  but  if  the  walls  of  Aurelian  approached  any 
thing  near  to  the  circumference  assigned  to  them 
by  Vopiscus,  the  whole  of  this  space  will  seem  only 
a  trifle;  but  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  treat  of 
the  magnitude  of  Rome  in  her  greatest  splendour. 
It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  view  into 
Etruria  is  intercepted  by  the  Janiculum,  the  Vatir 
can,  and  the  Monte  Mario,  Preserving  our  station 
on  the  northern  side  of  the  capitol,  we  may  now 
turn  our  attention  to  that  part  of  the  city  which  is 
still  designated  by  the  modernised  appellation  of 
"  Trastevere."  From  the  church  of  S.  Pietro  in 
Montorio,  to  the  villa  which  crowns  the  summit  of 
the  Monte  Mario,  is  measured  along  the  ridge  of 
those  picturesque  hillsa  distance  of  about  three 
miles :  it  appears  the  whole  came  to  be  compre- 
hended under  the  name  of  Janiculum^;  but  it 
admitted   also  of  two  other  names  to  designate 


^  See  Dissertation  IX^  on  the  Mauaoleiun  of  Augustus. 

^  It  must  be  the  Monte  Mario  wMch  DIonysius  calls  the 
Janiculum,  distant  about  sixteen  stadia  irom  the  city.  De 
Anliqxdt.  Ratu,  lib.  ix.  torn.  i.  p,  55S,  OxoniiD,  IVOl-.  In  another 
place  he  calls  the  Janiculum  twenty  stadia  from  Rome.  IhitL 
lib.  ix.  p.  54<8.     Compare  also  Mardal,  Ep.  lib.  iv.  64* 
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certain  portions  of  it^  We  learn  there  was  an 
ancient  tradition  that  Janus,  king  of  the  Abo- 
rigines, contemporary  with  Saturn,  who  then  in- 
habited the  Capitoline  Hill,  founded  a  city  opposite 
to  the  residence  of  Saturn,  and  dying,  left  his 
name  to  the  hill  he  had  built  upon.  ^^  The  Jani- 
culum,  therefore,  properly  so  called^',  comprised 
the  site  of  the  church  of  S.  Pietro  in  Montorio 
and  the  present  Corsini  gardens :  as  Ancus  Martins 
joined  it  to  the  Aventine  by  a  bridge  and  a  wall, 
lest  an  enemy  should  make  it  a  citadel  for  attack, 
it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  the  first  wall  would 
enclose  the  bridge,  and  run  up  to  the  summit,  which 


^^    Vaticantis  and  Clivus  CinruE  ;  the  farmer  sometimes  used 
in  the  plural  number. 

**'  "  Haec  duo  prseterca  dlsjcctis  oppida  muris, 

Relliquias  vcterumque  vides  monimenta  virorum. 
Hanc  Janus  pater,  banc  Saturnus  condidit  arcem ; 
Janiculum  huic,  illi  fuerat  Saturnia  nomcn." 

Virff.  j^neid*  viii.  355. 
^  L.  Albinus,  in  the  great  sack  of  Rome  by  the  Gaula,  made 
his  wife  and  chiUh*en  descend  from  their  vehicle  to  accommodate 
the  Vestal  Virgins-  Tlieir  journey  was  to  Ca^re,  and  they  went 
through  Rome  ("  via  qnoe  Sublicio  ponte  ducit  ad  Janiculum,") 
on  the  road  which  led  to  the  Janiculum  by  the  Pons  Sublicius. 
**  In  eo  clivo/'  adds  the  historian,  *^  quum  L.  Aibinus  .... 
conspexiaset."  It  does  not  seem  difficult  to  follow  Uie  direction 
up  to  the  Montorio  and  the  Porta  Janicoleubis.  A  mutilated 
inscription,  relative  to  this  circumstance,  was  found  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  Pantheon  :  — 

.    .  .    ADEHENT    .   CAPITOLIV    .    .    . 

•    .  .    STALKS    .    CAERE    .    DEDVXIT 

.   .  .   QVE   .    RITVS    SOLLEMNES    NE 

.   .  .    RENTVR   .   CVttAI    .    SIBI   .   HABVIT. 

.   ,  .   ERATA    SACRA   ,   ET   VIROIHES 

.    .  .    XIT. 

See  Fabretti  de  Aqttis  et  Aqiioiduc^  Dissert  u  cap.  xviii.;  and 
compare  Liv,  lib.  v.  cap.  40. 
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it  was  desirable  to  preserve  from  the  possession  of 
an  enemy :  on  the  other  hand,  since  nothing  more 
was  to  be  effected  than  a  mere  defence  of  the  city,  — 
for  the  king,  it  is  said,  did  not  want  space  for  his 
subjects,  —  it  is  also  deducible  from  this  passage  ^•' 
that  his  wails  would  only  enclose  a  narrow  space 
of  territory,  extending  from  near  the  Pons  Sub- 
licius,  or  Ponte  Orazio,  to  the  Montorio,  and 
descending  again  to  the  liver  at  the  Ponte  llotto; 
for  the  island  did  not  exist  in  those  days.  Such 
^  circuit  of  wall  would  at  once  defend  the  passage 
of  the  Tyber,  and  cover  tlie  three  important  hills 
of  the  city.  We  do  not  find  that  Semus  TuUius 
made  any  addition  to  the  "  Transt^berim"  Aure- 
lian  might  have  comprised  in  the  circuit  of  his 
walls  the  additional  bridges  of  the  island  and  the 
"  Pons  Janiculensis"  and,  for  any  tiling  we  know, 
the  tomb  and  bridge  of  Hadrian.  The  remains  of 
a  wall  of  the  age  of  Honorius  may  still  be  traced 
from  near  tlie  present  Porta  Portese,  by  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Palazzo 
Corsini. 

The  summit  of  the  Janiculum  was  seen  from  the 
*«  Comitia,"  or  place  of  popular  assemblies,  in  the 
Campus  Martins.  ^'^     At  the  earliest  period  of  the 


72  See  abo  Dion*  Halicam,  lib.  iii.  cap.  4%5. 

'3  This  principle  uf  the  constitution  was  religiously  observed, 
. —  That  no  citizen  should  appear  in  arms  within  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  tlie  city. 

"  Centuriata  autem  comitia  intra  pomOerium  fieri  nefas  esse, 
quia  exercitum  extra  Urbem  imperari  oporteat,  intra  Urbem 
imperari  jus  non  sit,  propterea  centuriata  in  Campo  Martio 
haberi  exercitumque  imperari  prssidii  causa  solitum,  quoniara 
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republic,  when  the  Romans  were  surrounded  by 
foes,  and  feared  that  whilst  they  held  those  as- 
semblies the  enemy  might  come  upon  them  un- 
awares, they  placed  some  of  their  citizens  upon  the 
Janiculum  to  guard  tlie  place,  and  to  watch  for  the 
safety  of  the  state:  a  standard  was  placed  upon  the 
top  of  the  hill ;  and  the  removal  thereof  was  a  signal 
for  the  assembly  immediately  to  dissolve,  for  that 
the  enemy  was  near.'^  This  act,  which  had  its 
origin  in  utility  to  the  commonwealth,  afterwards 
dwindled  into  a  mere  ceremony :  it  was,  however, 
made  subservient  to  the  designs  of  factious  citizens 
in  those  tunes  when  there  was  no  danger  to  the 
city  but  from  its  intestine  discords  ;  and  the  tearing 
down  of  the  standard  more  than  once  put  a  stop 
to  the  proceedings  of  an  ambitious  tribune.^^  The 
standard  which  commemorated  the  pristine  virtue 
of  the  republic  was  no  more  reared  for  any  good 
purpose  on  that  hill  when  the  virtue  decayed : 
and  Tacitus  mournfully  confesses  that  the  last 
spark  of  liberty  was  extinguished  when  Tiberius 
caused  the  Comitia  to  be  transferred  from  the 
Campus  Martius  to  tlic  immediate  control  of  the 
Palatine  council.  ""^     We  may  now  proceed  to  that 


populus  esset  in  suffragiis  ferendis  occupatus."  —  Lalius  Felis^y 
aa  cited  by  Aulus  GelHus,  Alt,  Noct.  lib,  xv.  cap.  27. 

"**  The  origin  of  the  standard  is  related  by  Dion,  Hi&t.  Roman. 
lib.  xxxvii.  torn.  i.  p.  129.,  edit.  Hamburg,  1750. 

"*  See  Dion,  Hist.  Rom.  lib.  xxxvii.  p.  129. 

'®  "  Turn  primum  e  campo  comitia  ad  patres  translata  sunt. 
nam  ad  earn  diem,  etsi  potissinia  arbitrio  principis,  qutedam 
tamen  Btndiis  tribuum  fiebant:  neque  populus  ademptum  jus 
questus  est,"  &c.  —  Tacit,  Anji.  lib.  i.  cap.  1.5. 
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part  of  the  Janiculum  wliich  is  better  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Vatican. 

The  ancient  etymologists  agree  that  this  hill 
draws  its  name  from  something  connected  with 
prophets  or  prophecies"  (Vates,  Vaticuiia)  ;  but 
the  faint  light  which  classical  history  throws  over 
it  has  been  completely  eclipsed  by  the  splendour 
of  ecclesiastical  records.  We  do  not  know  that  it 
ever  formed  a  part  of  the  city  until  Pope  Leo  IV. 
thought  fit  to  fortify  it"^  through  fear  of  the  attacks 
of  the  Saracens.  From  the  year  848  that  part  of 
Rome  has  been  called  the  Civitas  Leonina,  from 
the  name  of  its  papal  founder ;  and  thougli  now 
the  noblest  and  most  magnificent  portion  of  the 
etenial  city,  in  tlie  time  of  the  empire  it  w^as  re- 
puted the  most  unhealthy  quarter  of  the  Transty- 
berim,  if  not  of  llouie''^,  and  only  renowned  for 
the  bad  wine  produced  from  its  vineyards.^  The 
Mons  Vaticaims  formerly  must  liave  meant  more 
space  than  what  is  now  covered  by  St  Peter's  and 


'7  Auhts  GelliuSf  lib.  xvi.  cap.  17.,  and  Sext^  Pomp,  Festus, 
edit.  Delphin,  p.  586. 
"*  Anastasius  in  Vita  Leon.  IV, 

'^  "  I*ostremo,  ne  salutis  quidem  cura:  inramibus  Vaticani  locis 
magna  pars  tetendit ;  unde  crebrae  in  vulgus  mortes."- —  Tacit, 
Hist,  lib.  ii.  cap.  93. 

**  "  In  tautum  InvikUorem, 

Imputet  ipse  dens  nectar  mihi ;  fiet  acetum, 

Et  Vaticani  perfida  vappa  cadi."      Martial,  lib.  xii,  48. 

**  In  Amtmanum  bihetUem  vinum  pessimum. 
Cselatus  tibi  cum  sit,  AmmianCy 
Serpens  in  patera  Myron  is  arte, 
Vaticana  bibis :  bibis  vcnenum." 

Ibid.  lib.  vi.  92. 
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the  buildings  of  the  Vatican  ;  for  when  applause 
was  given  to  Maecenas  in  tlie  theatre  of  Ponipey 
(situated  near  the  Ponte  Sisto),  the  sound  was 
re-echoed  by  tl^e  Vatican  mount.  ^'  To  suppose  this 
to  have  been  where  St.  Petei*'s  stands,  is  too  much 
even  for  poetical  license  and  flattery ;  we  should, 
therefore,  extend  the  Vatican  mount  over  the 
gardens  of  the  convent  of  S.  Onufrio,  wliich  are 
marked  by  the  stately  oak  tree  that  shades  the 
grave  of  Tasso,  Baronius,  in  his  Ecclesiastical 
Annals,  labours  to  apply  the  name  of  Vatican  to 
the  hill  more  properly  called  the  Janiculum  :  the 
cardinal^s  object  is  to  defend  the  tradition,  that 
SL  Peter  was  both  crucified  and  buried  in  the 
Vatican  hilL**  It  is  no  part  of  these  Dissertations 
to  uphold  or  contradict  the  pious  traditions  of  the 
church  ;  and  perhaps  the  religious  zeal  of  an  inde- 
fatigable and  learned  writer  is  entitled  to  some 


81  H<yr.  Carm.  lib.  i,  20. 

^  Eusebius  and  other  early  ecclesiastical  writera  say,  that 
St.  Peter  was  crucified  on  the  Vatican  mount;  anc!  the  monks 
of  the  convent  belonging  to  the  church  on  Montorio  still  show 
the  very  spot  where  his  cross  was  fixed,  round  which  Bramante 
has  erected  a  small  temple.  It  was  therefore  necessary  for  the 
learned  cardinal,  in  order  to  reconcile  tradition  witli  the  eccle- 
siafitical  historians, —  or,  in  other  words,  to  point  out  the  very 
spot, — to  prove  tlie  Janiculum  to  be  the  Vatican  also;  which  he 
sets  about  by  first  proving  what  is  true ;  viz.  the  Vatican  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Jmu'culuni.  He  thinks  too  that  even  the  appellation 
of  "  Mons  Aureus  "  is  not  so  called  from  the  colour  of  the  sand, 
as  it  is  generally  sujjposedj  but  from  the  golden  or  noble  deed 
which  was  once  there  pertbrraed  I  Vide  Ajinales  Ecclesiast 
torn.  ].  p.  BGS,  Did  Mr.  Forsyth  speak  satirically  or  ignorantly 
when  he  wrote  —  "  St.  Peter  died  in  the  cloister  of  this  con- 
vent?'* 
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respect  from  the   stranger  who  thus  invades  the 
scene  of  his  labours. 

If  the  Vatican  mount  was  without  the  Hmlts  of 
the  old  city,  much  more  was  the  last  hill  that  closes 
our  northern  aspect,  the  Monte  Mario:  this  ap- 
pellation is  entirely  modern,  and  bears  no  affinity 
to  the  ancient  name,  which  was  "  Clivus  Cinnce** 
Upon  this  lofty  eminence  Martial  seems  to  place 
the  villa  of  his  uncle  Julius,  from  whence  he  had  a 
view  of  the  whole  of  Rome  and  the  Alban  hUls,  at 
the  same  time  that  he  could  see  the  "  Saxa  Rubra" 
on  the  Flaminian  Way.®  For  the  classical  appel- 
lation we  are  indebted  to  an  inscription  discovered 
on  the  road,  which,  from  its  sloping  position,  is 
called  Clivus;  but  otiier  account  of  tliis  we  have 
not.  This  same  inscription^,  however,  and  which 
is  always  the  best  authority  of  all,  informs  us,  the 
remains  of  the  ancient  road  now  in  good  pre- 
servation for  a  considerable  way  was  a  triumphal 
road.  It  has  been  traced  through  the  valley  which 
lies  beyond  the  mount  to  join  the  Via  Cassia  (now 


^  Martial,  Epig,  lib.  iv»  64-.  [i*c  Hortis  Martialis.'] 
^  This  valuable  inscription  was  found  in  155^-,  upon  the 
Monte  Mali  as  it  was  then  called,  and  in  the  vineyard  of  Vin- 
cenzo  Macarini :  it  was  written  on  a  marble  tablet.  The  whole 
is  published  in  the  Corpus  Inscriptionum  of  Gruter^  torn,  ii, 
p.  1081.  Tlic  following  is  as  mucli  of  it  as  needs  here  to  be 
inserted :  — 

MONVMEXTVM    .    QVOT    .    EST    .    VIA    .    TlirVMPALE  f 

INTER    .    MIMARIVMf    SECVNDVM    .    ET    ,    TERTIV>f 

EVNTIBVS    .    An    .    VHBE    .    PARTE    .    LAEVA    .    IN    CLIVO 

CINNAE    .    ET    .    EST    .    IN    .    AGRO    .    AVRELI    .    PRINflAVI 

FICTOBIS   .    PONTIFICVM    .   C   .   C    ,    V   .    V   .   KT   .  APPELLA 

TVR    .    TBHENTIANORVM    .    IVXTA    .   MOXVMENTVM 

CLADI        aVONDAM    PROCVLI. 

+  Sic, 
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the  modem  road  into  Tuscany),  near  the  post- 
liouse  of  La  Storta :  some  slight  remains  of  the 
usual  material  of  Roman  roads  are  to  be  seen  on 
that  spot  J  and  tlie  whole  enables  us  to  trace  the 
steps  of  the  triumph  for  nearly  nine  miles,  as  the  con- 
queror arrived  from  the  maritime  Alps  and  Liguria. 
Whetiier  the  procession  had  come  along  the  Via 
Aurelia,  or  had  left  the  Via  Cassia  at  the  place 
alluded  to,  it  first  appeared  to  the  eyes  of  those 
who  crowded  the  Campus  Martins  on  the  summit 
of  the  Clivus  Cinnae ;  it  descended  and  crossed  the 
Tyber  by  the  bridge,  whose  foundations  are  stilt  to 
be  traced  a  little  below  the  Ponte  St.  Angelo;  it 
would  then  move  through  the  Campus  Martius 
towards  the  Capitol.  There  were  other  roads  by 
which  the  triumphs  approached  the  city;  but  a 
procession  moving  in  the  direction  we  have  now 
delineated  must  have  been  by  far  the  most  im- 
posing. 

It  may  now  be  convenient,  before  descending 
from  our  station,  to  point  out  a  few  memorable 
spots  beyond  the  Tyber. 

When  L.  Quintius  Cincinnatus  w^as  called  from 
his  rustic  labour  to  assume  the  office  of  dictator, 
we  arc  informed  by  Livy  he  was  ploughing  his 
four  acres  of  land  beyond  the  Tyber,  opposite  to 
the  very  place  where,  in  the  historian's  time,  was 
the  Navalia.  A  boat  was  prepared,  at  the  public 
expense,  to  convey  him  across  the  river ;  and  he 
was  conducted  to  his  abode  amidst  a  great  con- 
course of  spectators.^     We  are  further  informed 


^  "  Spes  UDica  imperii  populi  Homanir  L.  Quintius,  trans 
Tiberim,  contra  cum  ipsum  locum  ubi  nunc  navalia  sunt,  quatuor 
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by  Pliny  that  the  tUctatoi-'s  fields  were  situated  ia 
the  Vatican,  and  were  called  the  Prata  Quintia,'* 
As  here  is  all  the  information  remaining  to  us,  the 
enquiry  resolves  itself  into  this  :  —  Where  were  the 
"Navalia"  in  the  time  of  Livy?  It  cannot  be 
deniedj  that  the  vessels  arriving  at  Rome  up  the 
river  disposed  of  their  cargoes  beneath  the  Aven- 
tine  hill,  thus  avoiding  the  inconvenience  of  pass- 
ing under  the  Pons  Sublicius ;  but,  it  is  certain, 
tlie  ground  opposite  to  the  Strada  Marmorata 
could  never  be  said  to  be  "m  Faticano:"  thus 
our  two  ancient  authors  are  set  at  variance  with 
each  other.  But,  independently  of  this  Nuvalia,  or 
station  for  ships,  there  was  another  for  the  con- 
venience of  those  arriving  from  the  Sabine  territory 
down  the  river,     Nardini  and  other  antiquaries^'' 


jugerum  colebat  agrum  qua?  Prata  Quintia  vocantur.  .  .  .  Dic- 
tatorem  cum  legati  gratulantes  consalutant,  in  urbem  vocant, 
qui  terror  sit  in  exercitu  exponunt.  Navis  Quintio  publice 
parata  fuit,  transvectumque  tres  abviam  egressi  filii  excipiunt, 

incle  alii,  &c Ea   frequentia  stipatus,  antecedentibus 

lictoribus,  deductus  est  domum,  et  plebis  concursus  ingens  fuit." 
—  TiL  Liv,  lib.  iii.  cap.  26. 

*>  "  Aranti  quatuor  sua  jugera  in  Vaticano,  quae  Prata  Quin- 
tia  appellantur,  Cincinnato  viator  attuHt  dictaturam.*' — Piin* 
Hist.  Nat.  lib.  xviiL  cap.  3. 

67  Poma  Antica^  torn.  iii.  p,  371.  Edit.  Uoma,  18 1  a  The 
arguments  of  Nardini  are  conclusive  against  those  who  would 
place  the  Prata  Quintia  near  tlie  Pons  Sid)liciii.s.  Why  a  boat, 
prepared  at  tlie  public  expense,  to  convey  the  dictator  across 
the  river  at  tlie  only  place  where  there  was  u  bridge !  How 
could  he  be  so  ignorant  of  tlic  state  of  affairs  in  the  city  who 
was  witJiin  both  sight  and  hearing  of  it,  if  his  possessions  were 
near  the  Uipa  Grande ;  besides,  tlie  "  nunc  Navalia  "  implies 
the  landing-place  for  ships  had  been  changed;  and  what  so 
probable  as  that  all  vessels  should  come  into  the  heart  of  the 
city,  as  the  population  spread  itself  on  the  northern  side?     The 
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suppose  the  second  landing-place  to  coincide  with 
the  present  Porto  di  Ripetta''^  ^  nor  does  it  seem 
improbable  tliat  tltis  place  might  ultimately  be  con- 
sidered more  convenient  for  disembarking  goods 
than  even  under  the  Aventine  hill.  Now  a  portion 
of  land  situated  opposite  to  the  Ripetta  may  very 
properly  be  said  to  be  in  the  Vatican  tcrritoiy: 
and  whilst  it  would  be  affectation  to  attempt  to  fix 
upon  any  particular  spot  for  tlie  Prata  Qtiindaj 
confining  the  space  between  the  Fort  St.  Angelo 
and  the  Ripetta  will  reconcile  the  only  two  pas- 
sages left  to  guide  us  in  this  particular. 

The  next  topograpliical  enquiry  worthy  of  atten- 
tion is  the  site  of  Julius  Caesar's  gardens.  When 
Horace  went  from  the  Via  Sacra  to  visit  liis  friend, 
who  lodged  near  the  gardens  of  Ca^sai:,  beyond  the 
Tyber,  he  passed  by  the  temple  of  Vesta.®  If 
anticpiario.s  are  in  any  degree  correct  about  the 
position  of  that  tcmple*\  we  may  conclude  the 
poet  meant  to  pass  the  Pons  Sublicius.     Suetonius 


modem  antiquaries  have,  however,  only  renewed  the  arguments 
and  opinion  of  Donatu-s  <h  Urhe  Rom,  lib.  iii.  cap.  13. 

^^  \Vlien  Piso  arrrived  at  Rome  from  Narni  by  water,  he 
landed  at  the  Ripetta,  **  Nare,  ac  mox  Tiberi  devectus,  auxil 
vulf^i  iras,  quia  irnvcm  tumulo  Cesarum  adpulerat ;  dieque,  et 
ripa  frequenti,  magno  clientium'agmine  ipse,  feniinarum  coniitatu 
Plancina,  et  vuUu  alacrcs  incessere/' —  TaciL  Annal.  Iib<  iii. 
cap.  9.     See  Dissertation  IX.  and  X.,  in  Reg.  XJ, 

^  "  Ibam  forte  Via  Sacra 

*    .    .  quemdam  volo  visere,  non  tibi  notum ; 
Trans  Tiberim  longc  cubat  is,  prope  Caesaris  hortos. 


4 
4 
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Horat,  Sat,  lib.  i.  sat.  ix. 
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informs  us  those  gardens  were  about  the  Tyber** ; 
and  we  further  learn  from  Tacitus,  tliat  the  temple 
of  Fors  Fortuna  stood  in  the  gardens  which  Julius 
Cnesar  bequeathed  to  the  Roman  people,^^  Fabri- 
cius  places  this  temple  near  the  church  of  S.  Cosi- 
tnato.^  Nardini  fears  to  decide  between  tlie  Porta 
Portcse  and  the  P.  Settimiana.  The  little  autho- 
rity here  advanced  inclines  to  favour  the  former 
position,  coinciding  nearly  with  the  spot  marked 
out  by  Fabricius :  thus  we  conclude  the  gardens  of 
Caesar  occupied  the  present  site  of  tlie  parish  of 
S.  Maria  in  Orto,  whose  traditional  name  may 
be  a  collateral  evidence  to  the  trutli  of  this  to- 
pography. 

The  Fabii  and  the  Scipios,  who  considered  virtue 
as  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  would 
have  blushed  to  witness  the  first  Caesar  there  in 
the  unlawful  embraces  of  an  Egyptian  queen**; 
and  not  without  indignation  did  the  Roman  peo- 


^'  "  Populo  horlos  circa  TiberJm  publice,  et  viritim  trecenos 
sesterlios*  legavit,"  —  Suet,  in  Vit.  Jul.  Ctvsary  cap.  83. 

^  "  JEdes  Fortis  Fortunse  Tiberim  jtt:ci<t  in  hortis,  quos 
Caesar  dictator  populo  Romano  legaverat"  —  TaciL  AnnaL 
lib.  ii.  c.  41. 

P.  Victor  also  registers  the  templum  Fortia  Fortunse  in  the 
Regio  Transtyberina  :  this  tcinplc  was  built  by  Servius  Tulliua 
(  Varro,  lib.  v.  cap.  3.),  who  also  built  the  temple  of  Fortuna 
Virilis,  in  or  near  the  Forum  Boarium.  It  is  no  bad  con- 
jecture that  these  two  edifices  stood  opposite  to  each  other  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.'* — Nardini,  Rom,  Antic,  torn.  iii.  p.  335. 
and  255. 

M  FabriciuSy  Descriptio  Urb,  Rom.  apud  Graevium,  torn.  iii. 
p.  427. 

^^  Cicero* 8  Epistle  to  AuicuSf  lib.  xv.  15.  Consult  also  Mid' 
dleton^s  Life  of  Cicero,  vol.  ii.  p.  205. 
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pie  look  upon  those  gardens  as  the  scene  of  their 
master's  disgrace,  and  the  grave  of  their  liberties; 
whilst  the  three  hours'  attendance  in  the  anti- 
chamber  of  the  dictator  wofully  tUscovered  to 
Cicero  that  the  equal  rights  of  the  citizen  were 
lost  in  the  imperial  deportment  of  the  conqueror 
ofGaul.^ 

Upon  ei-idence  still  less  convincing  shall  we 
attempt  to  point  out  the  gardens  of  Getii :  they 
are,  indeed,  connected  with  some  important  events 
in  ancient  history  j  but  now  "the  double  night  of 
ignorance  and  ages "  begins  to  fall  around  our 
footsteps.  In  tlie  re^onary  of  P.  Victor  we  find 
the  gardens  of  Geta  in  the  "  Transtj^berim." 
Spartian  writes  that  Severus,  before  going  to  the 
annies  on  the  Rhine,  laid  out  some  spacious  gar- 
dens^; and  we  know  he  constructed  some  works 
beyond  the  Tiber :  the  gate  called  afler  liis  name 
may  be  supposed  to  have  been  in  that  part  of  the 
city  improved  by  him  ^*,  if  we  knew  where  that  was. 


•*  Yet  it  appears  the  dictator  was  polite. 

"  Ego  dubitem  quin  Bummo  in  odio  sim,  cum  M.  Cicero 
sedeat,  nee  suo  commodo  me  convenire  possit  ?  Atqui  si  quis- 
quara  est  facilis,  hie  est,  tamen  non  dubito  quin  me  male  oderit." 
Cicero  ad  AtHcum,  lib<  xiv.  epist.  1- 

or  «  Proficiscens  ad  Germanicos  exercitus  hortos  spatiosos 
comparavit,  cum  antea  aedes  brevissimas  Komae  habuisset  et 
unum  ftmdum."  "  In  these  gardens  the  emperor  set  an  example 
of  frugality  (but  it  proved  in  vuin)  to  his  sons.  His  meal  was 
Bparing,  and  his  couch  was  the  ground.  Caracalla  was  then  five 
years  old^  and  divided  some  apples  that  were  set  before  him 
with  his  playfellows,  giving  them  liberally  of  what  he  had. 
'  Don't  be  bo  extravagant,'  says  Severus :  *  thou  art  not  ia 
possession  of  royal  treasures.'  — '  But  I  shall  be,*  replied  the 
boy."  —  Spartian.  in  Vita  Sep,  Severi^  cap.  4. 

^8  "  Opera   publica  ejus  praecipue   Romse  extant,   Septizo- 
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Upon  the  best  conjectures,  the  Porta  Septimiana 
was  near  the  Palazzo  Corsini.  Donatus  supposes, 
and  Nardini  is  unwilling  to  contradict  him,  that 
tlie  gardens  of  Geta  were  near  the  villa  Famesina, 
and  consequently  about  the  site  of  the  Corsini 
palace,^ 

The  interesting  objects  comprised  in  the  general 
survey  which  has  now  been  taken  from  the  tower 
of  the  Capitol  will  merit  a  more  detailed  and  at- 
tentive description ;  but  whoever  desires  to  study 
with  advantage  the  remains  of  the  ancient  city, 
should  refer  each  particular  object  to  some  general 
plan  of  tliis  nature.  It  seems  also  but  a  small  part 
of  the  study  of  antiquities  to  visit  those  remains  of 
ancient  grandeur  as  mere  curiosities,  without  ap- 
plying them  to  the  illustration  of  those  writings 
the  knowledge  of  which  forms  so  essential  a  branch 
of  every  liberal  education;  and  even  the  enthusiasm 
which  is  sometimes  kindled  in  the  classical  mind 


nium  et  Tliermes  Severianse,  ejus  denique  etiam  Juni  in  Trans- 
tyberina  regiotic  ati  portar/i  nominis  *ui,  quorum  forma  inter- 
cidens  btatim  usum  publicum  invidit."  —  Sparliaiu  ibid.  cap.  xix. 
The  "  horti  spatiosi "  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note 
might  be  bequeathed  by  Severus  to  hv&  younger  son  Geta,  or 
even  called  by  bis  name  during  the  UfetLnie  of  his  father.  As 
Geta  bad  no  opportunity  of  laying  out  giirdens,  it  is  tair  to 
identify  the  **  horti  Getae"  with  the  "horti  spatiosi "  pre- 
pared by  his  father.  It  is  very  probable  those  gardens  were 
annexed  to  the  demesne  of  the  imperial  palace,  which  may  in 
some  measure  account  for  the  passage  in  Herodiant  lib.  iv.  p.  139. 
Kb}  Tct  ^aciXsta  hnUfAivoi  [scilicet,  Caracalla  et  Geta],  iv  isXaTtfa. 

xal  iroXXf]  otKi^trii,  xcti  xwrt^^  iro'Xiv;  ^Ci^ovi,  xad   catrrov  Iksts^o;  Siayoi 

^<  /3«iJXoiTo.    See  a  note  in   Gibbons  Rotnan  Empire^  about  the 
beginning  of  chap.  vi. 

^  Compare  Donatus^  de  Urhe  Ranut,  lib.  iii.  cap.  23. ;  and 
Nardini,  Romd  Antica,  torn.  iii.  p.  34^2. 
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may  be  excused  in  a  person  who  visits,  but  for 
once  in  his  life,  the  city  which  has  ruled  the  world, 
and  nourished  the  geniuses  of  Scipio,  Cicero,  and 
VirgO.  And  scarcely  will  the  spectator,  whose 
apprehensions  are  less  lively  when  he  has  taken 
this  review  of  a  world  no  more  existing  but  in  th$ 
annals  of  mankind,  descend  from  the  Campidogho 
without  a  degree  of  interest  excited  by  the  scenes 
whose  parting  glory  still  sheds  a  light  around 
them. 
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DISSERTATION  THE  THIRD. 


ON   THE   VIA   APPIA   AND    ITS    ENVIRONS  ;   WITH    SOME   PRELI- 
MIKAHY  OBSERVATIONS.  ^ 


•*  An  tu  cgressus  porta  Capena,  quum  Culalini,  Sdpionum.  ServUiurum, 
Metellorum  wpulcia  vides,  iniseros  putos  illos  ?"  —  Cic.  QujisTioN.  Tcs- 
CULAH.  i.  cap.  7. 


Xhe  investigation  of  truth  is  a  delightful  exercise 
for  the  human  mind,  and  often  the  hope  of  but  a 
paitial  discoveiy  of  it  is  sufficient  to  encourage 
reseaixh,  Happy,  indeed,  is  it  for  us  that  this 
precious  pearl  does  not  tarnish  by  time,  nor  lose  its 
beauty  though  discovered  through  the  obscurity 
of  ages.  If  this  were  so,  how  often  must  the  laud- 
able task  be  relinquished  of  endeavouring  to  search 
it  out;  and,  consequently,  of  how  much  that  is 
really  valuable  must  mankuid  be  deprived.  We 
are  far  from  being  deterred  fi'om  this  ciiquiry  by 
the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  prosecuting  it  j 
nor  should  we  think,  in  the  subject  we  are  about  to 
enter  upon,  to  arrive  at  tlie  truth  without  a  patient 
investigation :  for  such  have  been  the  ravages  of 
time  and  war,  such  the  desolation  made  by  rapine 
and  plunder,  such  the  intestine  divisions  of  Rome 
when  slie  had  lost  her  imperial  majesty  ^,  that  very 
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*  Such  are  the  causes  of  the  decay  of  Rome  enumerated  by 
Mr,  Gibbon  (Decline  and  Fall,  S{c.  ch.  last,  vol.  xii.).  Lord  Byron 
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few  of  her  ancient  remains  can  now  be  recognised 
without  the  skill  of  the  architect  or  the  learning 
of  the  antiquary.  Far,  however,  should  this  be 
from  justifying  the  clamours  that  a  fashionable  in- 
dolence would  raise  against  the  study  of  antiquities : 
tor  this  pursuit,  like  every  other,  only  becomes  a 
subject  of  disgust  or  ridicule  when  it  wanders 
through  the  intricacies  of  a  dry  criticism,  or  be- 
decks its  objects  with  the  ornaments  of  fancy.  Jt 
is  the  peculiar  aim  of  these  Dissertations,  neither  to 
torture  the  evidence  which  the  light  of  antiquity 
may  afford,  nor  to  magnify  it  by  an  extravagant 
imagination.  And  it  will,  in  the  first  place,  be 
necessary  to  give  a  concise  statement  of  the  ma- 
terials which  are  left  to  guide  us  in  this  closer 
survey  of  the  topography  and  antiquities  of  Rome. 
During  the  ages  of  the  republic,  the  distribution 
of  the  city  into  four  tribes  as  made  by  King  TuUius 
remained  unaltered' ;  but  when  Augustus  became 
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has  seized  upon  them  {Ckihle  Harold's  Piiffrimage,  Canto  IV. 
80.),  and  Mr.  Hobliouse  ably  illustrated  tliem  (notes  oi'  the 
Fourth  Canto  to  stanza  Ixxx.). 

2  Servius  TuUius  tianuiJ  his  four  tribes  or  districts,  not  from 
their  origin  or  any  casual  c;irL"uinstaiit.'o,  but  from  itic  parts  of 
the  city  which  thoy  inhahitcd.  Tfiose  who  lived  in  the  plain 
plucei)  about  the  Ca'lian  Mount  he  called  the  Suburraii  tribe, 
because  it  was  under  tliu  ancient  city,  (or,  as  Varrn  says,  called 
from  a  village  Sucusanani  ')  The  second  district  was  the 
EsquiHan,  which  comprehended  all  the  hills  or  eminencea 
known  by  the  name  of  Esquiliff.  The  third  occupied  the  Qui- 
rinal  and  Viminal  hills^  and  was  culled  Collinu.  The  fourth 
comprised  almost  all  the  space  which  the  three  ancient  tribes  of 
Romulus  occupied  ;  viz.  the  Palatine  and  Capitoline  hills,  with 
the  Forum  :  it  was  called  Palatina.  For  a  more  detailed  ac- 
count of  this  division  of  Rome,  see  Onvphrio  Panvinioy  Urb, 
Rtrm,  Destrrip.  lib  i.  p.  74. 
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sole  master  of  the  empire,  he  materially  changed 
tlie  face  of  the  city,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the 
state.  It  was  the  boast  of  that  prince  in  his  last 
moments,  that  he  found  Rome  of  brick  and  had 
led  it  of  marble* :  and  it  must  be  allowed,  in  many 
respects,  lie  added  much  to  the  convenience  of  the 
dty.  Amongst  other  improvements  he  divided 
Rome,  —  including,  of  course,  the  four  districts 
of  Servins  Tiilliiis,  —  into  fonileen  wards  or 
"  regioncs  • ; "  and,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Pliny,  those  "  regions"  contained  2G5  "compita," 
which  in  modern  terms  may  be  called  "  squares" 
or  "  places."  In  the  great  conflagration  of  the  city 
which  happened  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  we  arc  in- 
formed by  an  historian  that,  out  of  fourteen  re- 
gions, three  were  entirely  destroyed,  seven  partially 
burned,  and  only  four  remained  untouched  by  the 
fire.^  From  hence  it  appears  this  division  of  Rome 
remained  the  same  in  the  age  of  Tacitus  ;  and  the 
fourteen  regions  are  traced  down  to  the  time  of 
Hadrian  •  for  there  is  now  existing  at  Rome  a 
marble  altar  dedicated  to  that  emperor  by  the 
"  Vicomagistri,"  or  inspectors  of  the  streets  of  the 
fourteen  regions,!     From  Hadrian  to  Valentiniun, 

3  "  Urbeni  iicque  fjro  majestatt?  imperii  ornatam,  et  inunda- 
tionibus;  incemliisque  ubnoxiain,  fxt'oluit  aduo,  iit  jure  sit  glori- 
atus,  marmoreani  se  reliiuiiiert'  qiuini  lateriliani  accepisset."  — 
Sti^t.  in  vrttt  Aug,  cap.  xxix, 

*  See  Note  O. 

*  "  Quippc  in  regioncs  quatuordecim  Koma  dividitur :  qua- 
nim  quatuor  iiitcgne  maiiebaiit«  Ires  solo  teiius  dujccUe ;  septem 
reliquis  pauca  tectorum  vestigia  supererant,  lacera  et  seniiusta." 
—  TaciL  Ann,  lib.  xv.  cup.  K). 

f  See  Note  I*.  The  fourteen  regiones  are  mentioned  by 
LnmpridiuSj  in  vit  Alex*  Sev.  cap.  S3. 
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a  period  of  250  years,  we  lose  sight  of  the  internal 
arrangements  of  the  city ;  but  the  regions  seem  to 
have  remained  as  Augustus  left  them. 

In  the  reign  of  Vulentinian  and  Valens,  Pubiius 
Victor,  a  man  of  consular  rank,  made  a  catalogue 
of  all  the  public  buildings,  streets,  &c.  contained  in 
each  region ;  and  he  enumerates  fourteen  regions.^ 
About  the  same  pei'iod  Sextus  Rufus,  also  a  person 
of  consular  dignity,  wrote  a  second  catalogue  of 
the  same  nature,  which  was  first  published  by  the 
leanied  and  laborious  Panvinio  :  the  manuscript, 
Jiowever,  was  mutilated,  and  some  of  the  regions 
are  entirely  wanting/  A  third  catalogue  of  the 
public  edifices,  both  of  Rome  and  Constantinoi)le, 
is  included  in  a  general  "  Notice"  of  the  eastern 
and  western  empires  which  was  written  at  a  later 
period,  and  was  brought  to  light  in  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  valuable  documents  of  Victor  and 
Rufus  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Rcgiotiaries ;"  and  the  latter,  being  an  anonymous 
production,  is  usually  called  the  "  Noli/ia"^    The 

^  Tlie  MS.  of  P.  Victor  was  first  published  by  Manucio,  and 
afterwards  hy  otlitrs  ;  but  Panvinio  published  it  in  its  best  form, 
and  made  several  emendations  of  it.  Vide  Onuph.  Panvinioy 
lib.  iii.      Comiiu  de  Rep.  Horn.  p.  11 4-. 

"  Kuius  wrote  several  works,  which  are  all  lost  except  this 
Regionary,  and  a  small  treatise  on  the  progress  of  the  Roman 
Empire  up  to  the  time  of  Valentinian.  It  can  hardly  be  de- 
cided wlielher  he  or  P.  Victor  wrote  first.  They  seem  to  have 
been  contemporaries,  and  to  have  flourished  about  the  year  360, 
The  regi»ms  entirely  wauling  in  Hufus  are  the  tenth,  twelfth, 
tldrteenth,  and  fourteenth.  Those  defective  are  the  eighth, 
ninth,  and  eleventh.  The  lacunes,  however,  are  bupplictl  by 
Victor,  and  ihe  whole  urraiiged  by  Panvinio.  That  It^amed 
Augustine  first  published  the  Regionary  of  Rufus  in  l5oH. 

*  The  title  of  this  work  is  "  Notitia  diffnitatuin  omnium,  Utm 
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enumeration  of*  objects  containctl  in  it  is  much  more 
brief  than  tlie  RegionaricSj  and  it  sometimes  differs 
from  them ;  but  the  number  and  the  names  of  the 
legions  are  the  same  in  all.  The  altar  dedicated 
to  Hadrian  as  above  mentioned  affords  also  much 
valuable  information ;  for  on  the  sides  of  it  are 
written  in  small  characters  (which  are  now^  scarcely 
legible^  but  have  long  ago  been  accurately  copied 
and  published  by  Gniter,)  the  names  of  the  magis- 
trates who  presided  over  the  streets  of  five  of  the 
regions,  and  also  the  names  of  all  the  streets  con- 
tained in  them  :  this  monument,  the  most  ancient 
and  authentic  of  all,  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
'*  Base  Cap'f/olina"  *  Now  from  tiie  Regionaries, 
the  "  Notitia,"  and  the  "  Base  Caj}itolina,"  anti- 
quaries gather  a  great  portion  of  tlieir  materials  for 
arguing  upon  the  niins  of  Rome.  Not  content,  in- 
deed,  with  as  much  as  these  authentic  documents 
afford  (which,  taken  individually,  are  certainly  in- 
sufficient),  Panvinio,    Merula,   and  lastly  Nardini, 


civilium  quam militarinm^iu partibus  Orieniiset  Occidentis''  The 

author  appears  to  have  lived  not  CQrlier  than  the  beginning  of 
the  fifth  century ;  because,  iii  the  descripUon  of  ConHtantinopIe, 
he  enumerates  some  works  of  Honorius  :  nor  could  he  have 
written  much  later  than  that  period;  lor  Thcodosiua  ordered  all 
heathen  temples  und  wort;lii[)  to  he  put  down  (see  Gihhona 
Decline  and  FalU  ^'c,  ch.xxviii.).  Tliis  work  is  tlhistrated  with 
unenviable  patience  by  Pmiciroli,  who  himself  confesses  tlie 
unsatisfactory  information  it  affords,  by  applying  to  it  this 
line;  — 

"  Inconsuiti  abeunt  sedemque  od&re  Sybillae." 

It  was  published  at  Lyons  in  its  best  form  in  1608,  with  the 
commentaries  of  Panciroli,  the  additional  notes  of  Rhuardesiu«, 
and  the  indices  of  Marani. 
•  See  Note  Q. 


4 


DISS.  III. 


AND    ITS   ENVIKONS 


have  ransacked  old  niominients  and  ancient  authors 
to  find  a  temple,  a  bath,  or  a  portico  that  might  be 
added  to  the  imperfect  regionaries,*  Wherever  a 
legitimate  inscription,  the  best  evidence  time  can 
leave  us,  has  been  found,  — w)icrever  llie  situation 
of  an  edifice,  as  described  by  aucicut  authors, 
cannot  be  mistaken,  it  is  fair  to  admit  the  object 
into  the  authentic  list;  but  any  thing  else  would 
inevitably  lead  us  into  that  hibyrinth  of  argument 
which  we  are  already  pledged  to  avoid-  In  addition 
to  the  materials  already  described,  some  partial 
light  may  be  derived  from  the  fragments  of  the 
marble  plan  of  llome  fbimd  towards  the  close  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  now  incrusted  in  the 
wall  of  tlie  stairccise  ascending  to  the  museum  of 
the  Capitol.'*'  Tiiere  has  also  been  rescued  from 
obhvion  a  document  of  the  eighth  century,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  by  an  intelligent  German 
who  visited  Rome  at  that  period,  and  made  a  cata^ 
logue  of  the  principal  edifices  then  existing.  It 
contains  also  several  valuable  inscriptions  and  much 


"  The  lists  thus  swelled  are  placed  by  Nardini  at  the  head 
of  his  respective  regions. 

1^  'Hiese  fragments  contain  the  ground  plans  of  some  temples, 
porticos,  &c.  hut  are  so  broken  that  it  h  iiu|)osslble  to  make  use 
of  them  with  reference  to  a  whole.  They  were  found  behind 
the  church  of  SS.  Cosnia  and  Dutniano,  and  had  served  for  the 
incrustation  of  a  wall.  (Vide  Mctnorie  fU  Flamin,  Vaccay  No.  1.) 
The  work  is  supposed  to  have  been  executed  about  the  time  of 
Septimius  Severus.  In  our  plan  of  amient  Uome,  we  have 
given  the  only  two  fragments  tliat  may  be  made  use  of  with 
certainty  and  advantage.  Piranesi  has  engraved  every  fragment ; 
and  tliey  are  also  introduced  into  the  plan  of  ancient  Rome 
publihhcd  by  De  Pwtwnis  and  Sfffttor  Ajilonio  Nibbi/,  1S18, 
cntitJed  Vesiiffic  Ui  Roma  Autica- 
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curious  information  on  the  state  of  the  walls  of 
Home  :  this  is  generally  quoted  under  the  title  of 
"  The  Anonymous  of  the  Eighth  Century."*'  Some 
ecclesiastical  records  (of  less  authenticity  indeed, 
because  more  distant  from  the  source,)  may  oilcn 
be  consulted  with  advantage  ;  such  as  the  •*  Mira- 
bilia  Roma:'-"  and  the  "  Ordo  Komanns."  Anas- 
tasius  the  librarian,  who  wrote  in  the  nintli  century, 
may  be  placed  at  the  head  of  these  minor  autho- 
rities. The  traditional  name  of  a  heathen  temple 
preserved  in  that  of  a  churcli  has  often  served  to 
identify  a  ruin  when  all  other  proofs  have  failed. 

Since  sLich  is  a  general  statement  of  the  materials 
lefl  to  throw  light  upon  the  anticpiities  of  Rome, 
it  may  naturally  be  enquii'ed  how  they  are  to  be 


J I  Thiy  manuscript  was  fwunil  in  tlie  convent  of  Einsiedlin 
by  Mabilloii,  and  published  by  him  in  his  '*  AnaleeUt  Vetera^' 
toni.  iv.  j).  4-83.  Paris,  1685.  It  contained,  besides  tlie  cata- 
logue of  public  cditices  at  Uoaie,  sunie  notes  or  abbreviations 
ascribed  to  Julius  Caesar,  which  were  found  to  coincide  with 
those  already  {^iven  by  Valerius  Probus  and  Pelrus  Diatonus. 
The  inscriptions,  to  the  number  of  eiglity,  are  most  of  tliem 
found  in  Gruter;  but  sometimes  incorrectly  given,  Mabillon 
gpealis  as  to  the  date  of  the  MS.  "  Ante  annos  octoginta 
scriptus."  Sometimes  this  work  is  quoted  under  tliu  title  of 
"  The  Anonymous  of  Mabillon."  It  is  also  published  with  com- 
mentaries in  the  Prolegonu  ad  Vitas  Romun,  PojUl/icu/n,  in 
Attastasius,  torn.  iJ.  p.  It^i.  edit.  Itom,  in  folio,  171H- 

^'^  This  is  a  description  of  Home  made  in  tJie  thirteenth 
century,  by  an  anonymous  writer,  and  is  known  under  the  title 
of  "  Mirabilia  Roma*."  (See  MojUfaucojiy  Diar.  lialicum,  cap.  *20. 
p.  283,  edit.  Paris,  1702.)  It  has  been  re-publislied  in  the 
Effemeridi  Litterurie  di  Roma,  1820,  ji.  37H..  accompanied  l>y 
some  useful  notes :  it  is,  however,  to  be  used  with  great  caution, 
for  the  writer  often  betrays  great  ignorance;  and,  amongst  otlier 
inaccuracies,  calls  the  temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina  (still 
bearing  the  inscription)  the  Umple  of  Minerva ! 
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applied,  or  wlio  shall  trace  out  tlie  limits  of  the 
long  lost  regions.  It  is  here  to  be  remarked,  that 
eacli  region  is  distinguislied  by  a  name  ^^  generally 
derived  from  the  most  popular  object  conUined  in 
it;  most  of  which  objects  cither  remain  immove- 
able, or  can  be  fairly  ascertained.  Moreover  the 
circumference  of  every  region  is  given  in  feet :  tlie 
streets,  houses,  baths,  &c.  are  so  enumerated,  as 
gi'eatly  to  assist  us  in  recognising  the  position  and 
extent  ol'each  district;  and  their  respective  limits 
are  generally  ascertained  by  the  surviving  monu- 
ments, sufficiently  authenticated,  according  as  they 
are  registered  in  the  contiguous  regions. 

Various  methods  have  been  suggested  for  study- 
ing the  antiquities  of  Rome  :  for  those  who  have 
but  a  short  time  to  bestow  upon  this  subject,  nothing 
can  be  more  convenient  than  the  common  Itinera- 
ries. For  those  who  wish  to  trace  the  progress  and 
decline  of  architecture  and  art,  the  monuments 
should  be  classed  in  chronological  order  or  divided 
into  the  three  periods^  of  tlie  kings,  the  republic, 
and  the  empire,'*  If,  however,  a  work  were  accom- 
plished upon  that  plan  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the 
student,  it  would,  if  strictly  conformed  to,  beoilen 
difficult  to  adopt;  for  none  but  an  inhabitant  of 
Rome  would  tliink  of  visiting  a  ruin  and  leaving 
another  close  by  it,  until  he  went  a  distance  of 


*'*  See  Phn  of  Ancient  Roniey  Index  III. 

'^  This  is  tlie  method  suggested,  or  rather  approved,  by 
Mr,  Forsyth,  who  thereupon  takes  occasion  to  lay  lieavily  upon 
Itineraries  and  Guide-liooks;  yet,  who  ever  visited  Rome  without 
folding  the  l>enefit  of  Vasi  or  Fea's  Itineraries?  particularly  as 
the  former  i^  now  publiished  with  the  corrections  and  improve- 
rocntft  of  Signer  Nibbv. 

G    1. 


4 


4 


88 


ON    THE    APPIAN    WAY 


DISS.  iir. 


two  or  three  miles  to  see  the  next  that  came  in 
chronological  order :  this  inconvenience  will,  in 
some  measure,  apply  to  the  method  proposed  to  be 
adopted  in  these  Dissertations,  viz.  of  seeing  Rome 
by  regions.  In  order  to  lessen  the  inconvenience, 
we  shall  not  confine  ourselves  to  the  iburteen  divi- 
sions as  t!iey  stanil  in  numerical  order ;  but  where 
the  objects  are  few  or  unimportant  in  any  region 
contiguous  to  the  one  under  immediate  consider- 
ation, they  will  be  classed  together,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  same 
quarter  of  the  city.  A  clu'onological  margin  or 
index  will  easily  supply  the  defect  which  must 
arise  from  thus  taking  a  space  in  preference  to 
single  objects  j  and  in  a  second  index  the  whole 
may  be  classed  so  as  to  present  the  form  of  a 
common  Itinerary. 

The  first  of  the  fourteen  regions  of  Augnstus 
is  denominated  "  Porta  Capona."  In  the  general 
survey  of  the  city  we  formed  some  idea  of  the 
position  of  that  gate,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
define  it  more  accurately  before  we  enter  upon 
the  district  to  whicli  it  gives  the  name ;  our  station, 
therefore,  will  now  be  taken  at  the  southern  angle 
of  the  Caelian  hill,  and  within  about  350  paces  of 
thechurcli  of  SS.  Nereo  and  Achille.**  To  tliis  point 
of  the  Appian  way  Fabretti  measured  a  thousand 
paces  from  the  milestone  which  was  found  in  the 
Vigna  Naro,   a  little  without  the  present  Porta 
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''■*  The  spot  here  alluded  to  may  be  more  accurately  marked 
by  observing  where  the  stream  of  water  culled  the  '*  aqua 
Cntbra"  runs  parallel  witli  the  road,  and  where  Uie  ascent  to  the 
church  of  S.  Bulbina  beizins. 
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S.  Sebastiano.""'  We  are  informed  by  Strabo,  that 
very  near  to  Ronie  the  Via  Latina  branched  out 
to  the  left  from  the  Via  Appia  '^ ;  wliich  expression 
fitly  applies  to  the  old  road  beginning  near  the 
succeeding  church  of  S.  Citsareo,  An  accurate 
observer  wil!  not  fail  to  remark,  that  the  position 
here  assigned  to  tlic  Porta  Capena  will  fall  in  a 
line  with  the  walls  of  the  ancient  city  j  which, 
running  alontp  the  foot  of  the  Ca?lian  hill,  passed 
this  narrow  valley,  and  regained  the  direction  of 
the  Aventine.  It  must,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
after  tlie  construction  of  Caracalla^s  Baths  this 
gate  probably  no  longer  remained  in  its  original 
position.  We  reatl,  that  when  the  emperor  erected 
that  stupendous  building,  he  added  some  space  to 
the  city  by  making  a  new  street;  and  it  is  natural 
to  suppose  he  would  enclose  the  space  occupied 
by  his  baths  within  tlie  city,  and  thus  transfer  the 
Porta  Capena  near  the  intersection  of  the  Latin 
and  Appian  roads. '^    Placed  tluis  at  the  beginning 


^^  "  Respondet  denique  ad  unguetn  lociis  Nostrae  Capensc 
loco  ubi  reperta  fijit  coliimnii  milliaria  lapidis  I."  Nor  will  he 
allow  the  "  physical  possibility"  that  the  milestone  might  not 
be  found  in  its  place.  Vide  FahretH  de  Aquis  et  Aquteduet. 
disscrtat,  i.  p.  24',  edit.  Romac,  1788. 

1^  Mftrij  Se  auTVv  ^  AaT*»j,  ^  <rvfA.vtithb<ra  tJ  *Ainrta   xira  Kct^iyw 

fir  ^fiff'^a  am  aurr,;  (KT;ifTrofA<vvi  tX  )[  (T.'ay  *PW|Uij<,  lira  l\%  T  ^c-v.'!^\dvB 
cpii^  vrrt^^atFa  — Sfrnbo,   Geoffraph.  lib,  v.  torn,  i,  p.  362. 

"*  Thut  Caruculla  thus  increased  tlie  city  seems  to  admit  of 
no  doubt.  "  Idem  [Antoninus]  viain  novam  i\\\xx\i\\tquiBeststth 
epis  ihermhi  Antoniiiianis  scilicet,  quii  pulchrlus  inter  Homanas 
plateus  non  facile  quidquam  invenias."  (^Spart'mn.invita  a4jUo- 
nin*  cap.  ix.)  This  new  street  couUl  be  nouhere  but  in  the 
direction  of  the  Via  Appia,  to  answer  at  all  to  the  expression 
made  use  of  by  Spartian;  and  that  the  cily  was  enlarged  we 
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of  the  first  region,  either  at  the  site  of  the  ancient 
gate,  or  at  the  less  vaguely  marked  point  of  con- 
course of  the  two  ancient  roads,  we  may  take  a 
general  view  of  the  district  which  is  to  form  the 
subject  of  this  Dissertation. 

On  our  right  its  hmits  are  defined  by  the  liaths 
of  Caracalla;  for  they  are  registered  in  the  twelfth 
region.  On  the  left  hand  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Ca^lian ;  for  all  the  objects  on  that  hill  are  found 
in  the  second  region.  It  is  therefore  manifest  this 
district  lay  chiefly  without  the  old  walls  of  the 
city ;  but  how  far  it  extended  along  the  Appian 
way  is  not  easy  to  ascertain.^^  The  most  distant 
object  from  the  place  where  we  now  stand,  found 
in  the  Regionaries,  is  the  rivulet  Almo,  which 
will  occur  at  the  distance  of  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  beyond  the  Porta  S.  Sebastiano  ;  but,  as 
many  interesting  objects  are  found  beyond  the 
Almo,  we  shall  outstej)  the  utmost  boundaries 
assigned  to  this  region. 

In  a  circuit  of  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand  feet  it 


know  from  another  testimony :  —  "  Aucta  Urbs  magno  acu^essu 
Viae  Novae,  et  ad  lavanduin  absoluta  opera  pulchri  cultus."  (Sex* 
Axtr.  Victor  de  Ccesaril/usj  cap.  xxi.  p.  743.  Hist,  Avffust. 
Hauovise,  1611.)  Upon  tliesc  authorities,  we  need  not  hesitate 
to  place  the  Porta  Capena  after  Caracalla's  time  (a.  d.  217.) 
near  the  church  of  S.  Ctcsart'o. 

■^  The  whole  circuit  of  the  region,  according  to  Hufus,  was 
13,223  feet;  Victor  has  12,22^;  and  the  Notitifi.  12,200:  from 
the  site  of  the  Porta  Cupenu  to  where  the  Almo  crosses  the 
road  is  about  IJ  mik-s.  Tliis  region,  iheruforu,  must  have  been 
very  narrow,  comi>rising  little  more  than  tlie  immediate  i)re- 
cincts  of  the  Via  Appia;  nor  could  it  extend  in  length  further 
than  the  Almo,  otlicrwise  the  circuit  would  have  exceeded  the 
greatest  of  the  measurements  given  o\'  it. 
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contained  nine  streets,  upwards  of  4000  insuhp,  or 
plebeian  habitations,  and  I'-^l  Iiouses  ;Kia]»ted  for 
ease  and  luxiny.  Out  of  all  these  things,  together 
with  the  temples,  baths,  pools  of  water,  and  places 
of  public  resort  *>  we  are  reduced  to  ponder  over  a 
few  shattered  tombs  and  a  mutilated  arcli.  The 
discovery,  however,  of  the  tomb  of  the  Scipios  has 
repaid  much  of  the  loss ;  and  asit  is  about  half  a  mile 
distant  from  the  station  we  now  quit,  something  in 
the  interval  may  be  said  upon  tlie  celebrated  road 
which  leads  to  it. 

There  remains  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 
the  ancient  direction  of  the  Via  Appia  is  preserved 
in  the  road  which  leads  to  the  ruins  called  Roma 
Vecchia,  distant  about  five  miles  from  Rome :  it  is 
indicated  by  the  remains  of  sepulchral  monuments 
continually  occurring  on  each  side  of  the  way.  It 
must  ever  hav^e  been  confined  in  the  valley  through 
which  we  now  pass.  It  is  bestrode  by  an  ornamented 
if  not  a  triumphal  arcli;  and,  for  the  last  and 
surest  proof  of  all,  we  sball  find  many  vestiges  of 
its  original  pavement.  This  road  was  first  con- 
structed by  Appius  Claudius  the  censor-',  310 
years  before  the  Christian  era :  it  was,  indeed, 
repaired  by  the  Emperor  Trajan  '^;  but,  about  nine 
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•  See  Note  R. 

21  It  was  made  in  the  year  of  the  city  442.  Vide  Tit,  Liv, 
lib.  ix.  cap.  29.  There  is  an  inscription  in  the  Florentine  j^ul- 
lery  whicli  also  attests  the  fact;  but  the  regular  form  of  the 
letters,  and  the  marble  on  which  they  are  written,  too  luxurious 
for  that  age  of  Home,  show  that  it  is  spurious. 

*"-  Kal    Kara  tok  aCrOf^   X^flvou;   rd    t«   «Xt)   Ta  Wovrn^a  vdovotijirf 

•cQtyja-s,  —  I^pUonh  Dionis,  Joannis  Xiphilin,  lib.  Ixiv.   p.  1132. 
torn,  ii,    edit.  Htunburg,  1 752. 

Tliere 
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hundred  years  after  its  foundation,  the  secretary 
of  Belisarhis  saw  it  in  all  its  pristine  solidity.  So 
durable  is  "  the  queen  of  roads  ^^  "  that  between 
Rome  and  Capua  may  often  be  seen  the  very 
foundations  and  materials  of  which  it  was  built :  it 
will  be  so  seen  near  the  tomb  of  Cajcilia  Metclla. 
The  substructions  in  the  valley  of  Aricia  are  still 
the  wonder  of  posterity  :  it  traversed  the  Pontine 
marshes  by  the  well-known  places  of  the  Three 
Taverns  and  Appii  Forum;  and  the  first  town  in 
the  Neapolitan  territory  is  built  amongst  its  ever- 
lasting silex  stones.  The  description  given  of  this 
road  by  Procopius,  in  the  sixth  centiiry  of  the 
Christian  era,  may  here  be  seasonably  inserted:  — 
"  To  traverse  the  Appian  Way  ^'\"  says  that  his- 
**  torian,  is  a  distance  of  five  days'  journey  for  an 
active  traveller;  and  it  leads  from  Rome  to  Capua, 
Its  breadth  is  such  tliat  two  chariots  may  meet  upon 
it,  and  pass  each  other  without  interruption  ;  aiid 
its  magnificence  surpasses  that  of  all  other  roads- 
For  the  construction  of  this  great  work,  Appius 
caused  the  materials  to  be  fetched  from  a  great 
distance,  so  as  to  have  all  tlie  stones  hard  and  of 
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There  arc  several   milestones  remaining  along  the  Pontine 
marshes,  with  inscriptions  Hke  tlie  following:  — 

IMP  .  CA£SAIl 

ETC.  ETC. 

TKAIANVS 
IMP  .  VI  .  TIMD  .  POT  .  Xin. 
SILICE    SVA    PECVNIA    STUAVIT 
XLVIir. 

From  which  It  appears  Trajan  repaired  this  road  in  the  JOUh 
year  ol'thc  (.'hrislian  a-ra. 

^•■'  "  Appia  loBgarum  teritur  regina  viarum. " 

Statiusy  lib.  ii,  caini.  ii.  I'i. 

'■*  Procopius,  de  BtHo  Got/tkv:  lib.  i,  c.  U. 


i 


DISS.  III. 


AND    ITS   ENVIRONS. 


03 


the  nature  of  millstones,  such  as  are  not  to  be 
found  in  this  part  of  the  coinitry.  Ha\-ing  ordered 
this  material  to  be  smoothed  and  pohshed,  the 
stones  were  cut  in  corresponding  angles,  so  as  to 
fit  together  in  jointures  without  the  intervention 
of  copper  or  any  other  material  to  bind  them ; 
and  in  this  manner  they  were  so  firmly  united, 
that  in  looking  at  them  one  would  say  they  had 
not  been  put  together  by  art,  but  had  grown  so 
upon  the  spot.  And  after  tlie  wearing  of  so  many 
ages,  being  traversed  daily  by  a  multitiule  of 
vehicles  and  all  sorts  of  cattle,  they  still  remain 
unmoved;  nor  can  the  least  trace  of  ruin  or  waste 
be  observed  ujion  these  stones ;  neither  do  they 
appear  to  have  lost  any  of  their  beautiful  polish  j  — 
and  such  is  the  Appian  way."  Twelve  centuries 
since  tlie  time  it  was  so  have  not  entirely  defaced 
it;  and  pcrha]>s  the  children  of  ages  yet  to  come 
may  treail  the  pavement  of  the  Via  Appia.  Still, 
no  more  shall  the  conqueror  be  seen  moving  along 
this  road  to  enter  the  city  in  triumph;  nor  will  the 
steps  of  the  temple  ever  again  be  crowded  to 
welcome  the  return  of  a  Cicero  from  exile  ^'^ :  the 
solemn  stillness  which  now  pervades  the  precincts 
of  the  Appian  way   is  more  appalling   than  the 
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**  "  Ad  urbeni  ita  venit,  ul  nemo  ilUus  ordinis  homo  nomen- 
clatori  notus  fucrit,  qui  raihi  obviam  non  venerit,  prcetcr  eos 
inimicos  quibiis  id  ipsum  non  liceret  aut  dissimulare  aut  negare. 
Cum  venissem  ad  portam  C'apcnam»  gradus  temploruni  ab  infirma 
[melius  infima]  plebe  complcti  erant ;  a  qua  piausu  maximo 
cum  esset  mihi  grutulatlo  significata,  similis  et  frequentia  et 
plausua  me  usque  ad  Capitolium  celebravit.  In  Foroque  et  in 
ipso  CapitoUo  mirumla  multitude  I'uit." — Cicero  ad  Auicumj 
lib.  iv,  ep.  I. 
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hundred  years  after  its  foundation,  the  secietary 
of  Belisarius  saw  it  in  all  its  pristine  solidity.  So 
durable  is  "  the  queen  of  roads  *^  "  that  between 
Rome  and  Capua  may  often  be  seen  the  very 
foundations  and  materials  of  which  it  was  built :  it 
will  be  so  seen  near  the  tomb  of  Camellia  Metella. 
The  substructions  in  the  valley  of  Aricia  are  still 
the  wonder  of  posterity  :  it  traversed  the  Pontine 
marshes  by  the  well-known  places  of  the  Three 
Taverns  and  Appii  Forum;  and  the  first  town  in 
the  Neapolitan  territory  is  built  amongst  its  ever- 
lasting silex  stones.  The  description  given  of  this 
road  by  Procopius,  in  the  sixth  century  of  the 
Christian  era,  may  here  be  seasonably  inserted:— 
**  To  traverse  the  Appian  Way  •'*,"  says  that  his- 
**  torian,  is  a  distance  of  five  days'  journey  for  an 
active  traveller ;  and  it  leads  from  Rome  to  Capua. 
Its  breadth  is  such  that  two  chariots  may  meet  upon 
it,  and  pass  each  other  without  interniption  ;  and 
its  magnificence  surpasses  that  of  all  other  roads. 
For  the  construction  of  this  great  work,  Appius 
caused  the  materials  to  be  fetched  from  a  great 
distance,  so  as  to  have  all  the  stones  hard  and  ol' 


There  are  several  milestones   remaining  along  the  Pontine 
marshes,  with  inscriptions  like  the  following:  — 

IMP  .  CAESAH 

ETC.  KTC. 

TBAIANVS 
IMP  .  VI   .  THIB  .  POT  .  XIII. 
aiLICE    SVA    PECVNIA    STIIAVIT 
XLVIII. 

From  whieh  it  appears  Trajan  repaired  this   road  In  the  lOHh 
year  of  the  Christian  ara. 

^•'  "  Appiu  longarum  teritur  regina  viarum." 

Siaiim,  lib.  ii.  carm.  ii.  12. 

M  P«vk/.A>,ifM  ^e  jif-llp  Goi/iicv,  lib.  i.  c.  1*. 
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the  nature  of  milLstones,  such  as  are  not  to  be 
found  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Having  ordered 
this  material  to  be  smoothed  and  polished,  tlie 
stones  were  cut  in  corresponding  angles,  so  as  to 
fit  together  in  jointures  without  the  intervention 
of  copper  or  any  other  material  to  bind  them  ; 
and  in  this  manner  tliey  were  so  firmly  united, 
that  in  looking  at  them  one  would  say  they  luid 
not  been  ])ut  together  by  art,  but  bad  grown  so 
upon  the  spot.  And  after  the  wearing  of  so  many 
ages,  being  traversed  daily  by  a  multitude  of 
vehicles  and  all  sorts  of  cattle,  they  still  remain 
unmoved;  nor  can  the  least  trace  of  ruin  or  waste 
be  observ^ed  upon  these  stones ;  neither  do  they 
appear  to  have  lost  any  of  their  beautiful  polish;  — 
and  such  is  the  Appian  way."  Twelve  centuries 
since  tlie  time  it  was  so  have  not  entirely  defaced 
it ;  and  perhaps  the  children  of  ages  yet  to  come 
may  tread  the  pavement  of  the  Via  Appia,  Still, 
no  more  shall  the  conqueror  be  seen  movmg  along 
this  road  to  enter  the  city  in  triumph ;  nor  T,vill  the 
steps  of  the  temple  ever  again  be  crowded  to 
welcome  the  return  of  a  Cicero  from  exile  ^^ :  the 
solemn  stillness  whicli  now  pervades  the  precincts 
of  the  Ajjpian  way   is  more  appalling  than  the 
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^  «  Ad  urbem  ita  venit,  ut  nemo  ilUus  ordinis  homo  nomen- 
clatori  notus  fuerlt,  qui  niihi  obviam  non  venerit,  prcetcr  eos 
inimicos  quib\is  td  ijjsuin  noii  liceret  aui  dissimulare  aut  negare. 
Cum  venissem  m\  portani  Capenamv  gradus  templorum  ab  infirma 
[melius  infima]  plebc  completi  crant ;  a  qua  plausu  maximo 
cum  esset  tnihi  gratulatio  significata,  similis  ct  frequentia  et 
plausus  me  usque  ad  Capitoliuni  celebravit.  In  Foroque  et  iu 
ipso  Capitolio  nuranda  niullttudo  I'uit."  —  Cicero  ad  Aiticvni, 
lib.  iv.  cp.  1 . 
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recently  built  tor  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
tuf'o  above.  The  inscriptions  now  to  be  read  over 
the  respective  depositories  are  faitliful  copies  of 
the  originals,  which  have  been  all  transferred  to 
the  Vatican ;  and  are  to  be  seen,  along  with  the 
perfect  sarcopliagus  of  Scipio  Barbutiis  and  tlie 
small  laurelled  bust,  in  the  Sala  del  Torso.^^  At 
the  end  of  our  subterraneous  descent  is  the  ancient 
entranct?  into  the  sepulchre,  wliicli  is  turned  to- 
wards the  Via  Latina,  and  probably  communicated 
with  that  road  by  a  narrow  footway  or  "diver- 
ticulum." Thu  ingress  was  by  a  vault,  which  led 
to  a  solid-buiit  arch,  composed  of  eleven  blocks  of 
peperine  stone:  upon  tills  rests  a  plain  cornice,  ou 
which  was  discovered  the  Doric  base  of  a  column, 
indicating  a  second  story  ;  but  nothing  of  the  u])per 
part  remains.^^  At  the  distance  of  about  forty 
Roman  pahns,  on  the  same  side  of  the  tomb,  was 
found  a  second  entrance,  which  seems  to  have 
been  cut  afterwards  for  some  local  purpose :  not 
improbably  might  it  be  made  when  this  sepulchre 
passed  into  the  possession  of  others.     In  retracing 


I 


33  Models  of  this  sarcophagus  are  now  dispersed  all  over 
Europe,  and  consequently  the  inscription ;  bcsidts  wliicli,  and 
those  already  given,  there  were  ibund  other  nine  inscriptions. 
Thu  snmll  bust  haa  been  thou'iht  by  some  tu  be  of  the  poet 
Ennius,  because  he  was  buried  in  the  sepulchre  of  the  Scipios, 
and  the  laurel  ttiay  indicate  the  honour  of  the  poet ;  but  it  bus 
been  more  justly  observed^  that  the  bust  is  too  young  to  repre- 
sent "  old  Eruilus." 

^^  A  burial-place  of  this  description,  which  comes  nearest  to 
our  subterraneous  vault,  was  called  an  Ipoga'uni,  i/so  7^4.  Se- 
pulcriun  was  a  general  denomination  for  all  sorts  of  tombs. 
Mausoleum  was  a  word  imported  to  express  the  lieighl  of  mag- 
nificence. 
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our  steps  to  the  light,  we  shall  find  an  additional 
building  of  brick.  The  vestiges  of  a  stair-case  lead 
to  three  chambers,  two  of  which  may  be  entered 
with  safety.  The  construction  of  these  rooms  is 
not  of  a  very  inferior  kind  j  but  the  remains  of  the 
stucco  betray  an  advanced  period  of  the  empire. 
The  various  inscriptions,  bearing  the  names  of  un- 
known persons^\  doubtless  belonged  to  this  more 
recent  building  ;  and  perhaps  necessity,  rather  than 
ambition,  might  prompt  the  intruders  thus  to  min- 
gle their  ashes  with  those  of  the  Scipios* 

Three  triumphal  arches  are  placed  by  Sextus 
Rufus  in  the  region  of  tlie  Porta  Capena.  Those 
of  the  Emperors  Verus  and  Trajan  are  lost  for 
ever ;  the  arch  of  Drusus  alone  remains,  if  that  be 
his  arch  standing  before  the  Porta  S.  Sebastiano. 
The  senate,  according  to  Suetonius,  decreed  a 
marble  arch  witli  trophies  to  be  erected  to  Drusus 
across  the  Appian  way 


^ ;  at  the  same  time  that 


^  The  following  may  serve  as  a  specimen :  — 

CORNELIO   TACITO 

QVI    VIXIT    AN>iIS    DVOBVS 

MENSIBUS    X    DIEBVS 

II.    HORIS    X    FECIT, 

JLVCHETIA    TACITA 

MATER    FILIO  .  D  .  M. 

ET    SIBI    ET    SVIS  ,  POS 

TERISQVE    FORVM. 

w  "  Praeterea  senatus,  inter  alia  compluraj  niarraorcum  ar- 
cura  cum  tropxis  Via  Appia  decrcvit,  et  Gormanici  cognomen 
ipsi  poslerisque  ejus."— A'h^.  in  vita  Chuid.  cap.  1. 

Tliis  Drusus  was  the  father  of  Claudius  Caesar,  the  successor 
6f  Caligula.  His  mother  was  Liviai  whom  Augustus  married 
when  slie  was  pregnant,  and  Drusus  was  born  within  three 
months  after  the  marriage.  Tliis  gave  occasion  to  the  following 
Verse  being  handed  about : — ■ 

Tc";  titvXBCi  xal  Tpifjtijva  iteuSue. 

SueioniuSf  ibid. 
VOL,  I,  H 
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other  monuments  were  erected  to  his  honour  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  on  Mount  Amanus  in 
Syria.^  The  victories  which  he  gained  in  Ger- 
many^', and  the  arduous  conquests  effected  by 
him  in  the  Rhaetian  Alps,  raised  the  young  hero 
to  the  honour  of  a  triumph  before  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  to  the  more  durable  honour  of 
being  sung  in  one  of  the  most  celebrated  odes  of 
antiquity/^  There  is  a  medal  extant  which  con- 
firms the  account  of  Suetonius:  it  represents  an 
arch  supported  by  four  columns,  and  relieved  by 
four  niches  or  windows ;  a  small  pediment  is  placed 
under  a  heavy  attic,  and  the  whole  suraiounted  by 
an  equestrian  statue  between  two  trophies.^     By 

3*  *'  Arcus  additi  Roms  et  apud  ripam  Rheni  et  in  Monte 
Syriae  Amano,  cum  inscriptione  rerum  gcstarum  ac  'mortem  ob 
rempublicam  obiisse.'  "  —  Tacit,  Aniial.  lib.  iu  cap.  83. 
*'  "  Et  mortem  et  nomen  Druso  Germania  fecit." 

Ovid.  Fast.  lib.  i.  597- 
88    «  Videre  RUaeti  bella  sub  Alpibus 

Drusum  gerentcm,  et  Vindelici/'  &c 

Horat.  lib.  iv.  carm.  3. 


^  The  above  impression  ia  taken  from  an  original  medal  it 
Rome.  Those  given  by  Bellori  and  Donatio  are  crroneoua : 
they  represent  a  tri^e  arch  with  no  pediment  at  all,  of  a 
strongly  marked  Doric  order,  and  without  any  ornament,  Vida 
Bellori  in  Numis.  C^etarum  XII.  in  ClaudiOt  p.  35.  tab,  1.  edit- 
Roma?,  1730;  and  DonaHts  de  Urh.  Rom.  lib.  iii.  cap.  16.;  and 
compare  Fahreiti  de  Aquisy  S^c,  tab.  12. 
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comparing  the  medal  with  the  arch,  allowing  for 
the  injury  the  latter  has  received,  there  is  certainly 
a  resemblance,  particularly  in  the  higher  part  of 
it.  Upon  the  authority  of  Suetonius,  therefore, 
and  the  medal,  we  are  to  conclude  this  to  be  the 
arch  of  Drusus  j  for,  unfortunately,  no  authentic 
inscription  has  been  discovered  on  the  monument.  * 
It  has  been  very  much  disfigured  by  Caracalla  in 
bringing  over  it  his  aqueduct,  of  which  a  small 
part  is  standing,  Antiquaiies  have  compared  the 
arch  of  the  aqueduct  acknowledged  as  such,  at 
the  Porta  S.  Lorenzo,  with  this  j  and  they  might 
also  have  added  in  the  comparison  the  honorary 
arch  of  Dolabella  and  Silanus,  which  clearly  ex- 
isted before  it  was  appropriated  by  Nero  to  his 
aqueduct  It  seems  to  have  been  no  uncommon 
thing  when  an  arch  crossed  a  public  road  to  orna- 
ment it,  or  adopt  it  as  a  triumphal  arch,  by  in- 
scribing upon  it  the  name  of  the  person  honoured. 
If  Fabretti  is  right  in  supposing  this  to  have  been 
part  of  an  aqueduct  built  by  Augustus,  then,  in 
all  probability,  the  method  was  adopted  in  the  case 
of  Drusus'  arch.  *'     Some  artists  recognise  in  the 


I 


**  Some  inscription  haa  been  dreamed  of  by  Venuti's  editor 
(vide  note  a.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  16.  Antichitd  di  Roma  da  Vejiuiiy 
^rc),  but  no  such  thing  will  be  found  in  Mabitlon'e  Anonymous. 
Certainlj'  none  of  tlie  three  inscriptions  said  to  have  been  read 
on  the  Porta  Papia  (perhaps  the  Porta  Appia),  belong  to  Nero 
Claudius  Druaus ;  and  who  can  divine  tlie  *'  arcum  recorda- 
tionis"  means  the  arch  of  Drusus?  See  tlte  laboured  com- 
mentaries in  Anasiasitts,  £iblwthecarius,  Prolegoni.  torn.  ii.  p. 
X24.    edit.  Rom.  1752. 

^^  The  opinion  of  Fabretti  should  have  great  weight.  He 
caUi  the  original  aqueduct  the  Octavian,  and  supposes  Au- 
gustus chose  this  convenient  part  of  it  for  the  honour  of  Drusus, 
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stiattered  cornice  the  elegant  sculpture  of  the 
Augustan  age  ;  but  Piranesi  could  see  nothing  in 
the  whole  of  this  fabric  but  the  hasty  patchwork 
of  Caracalla,  It  is  nuuiifest  indeed,  from  the 
entablature  on  the  southern  side,  that  it  lias  never 
been  a  finished  work ;  it  is  mainly  built  of  tra- 
vertine stone,  but  the  architect  has  not  been  sparing 
of  marble.  The  two  remaining  columns  are  a  fine 
specimen  of  African  marble  :  on  the  front,  towards 
the  city,  a  piece  of  the  cornice  is  left  j  and  the 
pediment  is  still  distinguishable  among  the  ivy 
and  brick-work.  The  material  immediately  about 
the  key.  stone  is  neither  of  the  same  regular  con- 
struction, imrthe  same  cutting,  as  the  vault  itself: 
all  which  things  favour  the  opinion  of  Piranesi.*^ 
However,  being  originally  the  arch  of  Drusus,  — 
perhaps  too  formed  out  of  an  aqueduct, —  and  sub- 
sequently cut  and  altered  by  Caracalla,  to  suit  his 


reducing  it  to  a  triumphal  arcli.  The  following  accurate  dimen- 
sions throw  confidence  into  liis  remarks  :  — 

"  Spccus  aqucductius  ad  reccntem  Portam  S.  Sebastiani, 
qucm  Octavianum  esse  tredimus,  latna  ped.  iL  et  semis.  Altus 
usque  ad  curvaturam  fornicis,  ped.  v.  Fornix  ipse,  ped.  i.  unc.  iii. 
Latera  hinc  inde  crassa,  ped.  iu  unc.  x/'  —  Fahrttta  de  Aquis 
et  Aqtieiltwliffuit J 'Dissert A,  p.  33.  et  tab.  12.   Edit.  Romae,  1788. 

<2  II  monumento  e  composto  di  apoglie  di  altri  edifizii  ed  e 
rimaso  imperfetto  in  alcuni  de'  suoi  ornamentu  T  modemi  scrlt- 
tori  suppongono  per  I'arco  di  Druso,  ma  non  lo  avrebbero  sup- 
poRto  laic,  qunlora  avessero  oaservato  nonimeno  lo  apeco  del 
contlolto  che  tuttavia  si  vede  suUo  stesso  monuiiicnto,  quando 
I'  antlamcnto  del  condotto  medcsimo  nel  residuo  che  rimane 
deir  angolo  cstcrno  della  mure  urbane.'*  ^^Piranesi^  torn.  i.  p.  18. 
note  ll'2.  edit.  1756. 

But  the  iiigt;nious  artist  is  in  this  instance  overruled  by  pre7 
sumptive  evidence. 
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purpose,  may  account  for  a  great  number  of  the 
incongruities.  The  Porta  S.  Sebastiano  is  seen  in 
perspective  through  the  arch ;  and  the  whole  has 
often  affi)rded  a  pleasing  subject  for  the  pencil  of 
the  artist  A  few  paces  more  will  bring  us  out- 
side the  walls  of  the  city. 

Without  the  Porta  Capena  stood  the  large  and 
elegant  temple  of  Mars,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  most  celebrated  public  edifice  in  this 
rfegion.  It  was  founded  in  the  368th  year  of  the 
city,  the  grateful  offering  of  T.  Quintius,  the 
duumvir,  for  the  successful  issue  of  the  Gallic 
ifrar.*  Thirty-seven  years  after  this  event,  the 
city  was  alarmed  by  another  attack  of  its  formidable 
enemy;  and  Popilius  Laenas,  the  colleague  of 
L.  Cornelius  Scipio,  ordered  the  youth  to  assemble 
in  arms,  without  the  Porta  Capena,  at  the  temple 
of  Mars.  ^  It  was  at  some  distance  from  the  gate  j 
because  two  sedUes  once  paved  with  square  stones 
a  path  leading  from  that  gate  to  the  temple.  **  It 
could  not,  however,  be  at  a  greater  distance  than 
where  we  are  about  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  its 


^  "  £o  anno  aedes  Martis,  Galileo  bello  vota,  dedicata  est  a 
T.  Quintio  duumviro  sacris  faciundis." —  7^  Liv,  lib.  vi.  cap.  5. 

**  '<  Nam  quum  ingentem  Gallorum  exercitum  in  agro  Latino 
castra  posuisse  nunciatum  esset,  Scipione  gravi  morbo  implicito 
GaUicum  bellum  Popilio  extra  ordinem  datum.  Is,  impigre  ex- 
ercitu  scripto,  quum  omnes  extra  Portam  Capenam  ad'  Martis 
cedem  convenire  annatos  juniores  jussisset,  signaque/'  &c. — 
Tit  Lh.  lib.  vii.  cap.  23. 

^  "  Semitam  saxo  quadrato  a  Porta  Capena  ad  Templum 
Martis  straverunt."  —  TU.  Liv.  lib.  x.  cap.  23.  Parisi,  1822. 
The  word  "semita"  indicates  this  was  a  footpath  only,  a  great 
road  being  "  Via."  See  Nibbt/s  Treatise  deUe  Vie  degli  Antichi, 
Nardkii,  tona.  tv,  app.  capv  1.  sect.  1. 
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site  ;  for  the  festival  which  was  held  in  honour  of 
the  god  at  this  his  shrine  might  be  witnessed  by  a 
spectator  at  the  Porta  Capena.'*^  Since  no  traces 
of  this  celebrated  edifice  remain,  it  may  seem 
superfluous  to  have  displayed  this  short  account 
of  it  ^  but,  not  without  some  authority,  it  may  be 
supposed  to  have  stood  in  the  first  vineyard  that 
occurs  without  the  gate,  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  road.  In  that  vineyard  an  inscription"*^  was 
found,  which  sliows  there  was  once  a  clivus,  or 
declivity  of  a  hill,  dedicated  to  Mars,  which  the 
senate  and  Roman  people  ordered  to  be  reduced 
to  a  plain,  and  which  probably  afterwards  pre- 
served the  title  of  the  Plain  of  Mars.  We  would 
thus  fain  believe  that  in  the  Vigna  Nan  stood  the 


i 


**  **  Lux  eadem  Marti  festa  est,  quem  prospicis  extra 
Appoaitura  ^ctm  porta  Capense  via;.** 
Tlie  emendation  of  Fabretti  of  the  dubious  adjective  tedts  for 
dextrm  is  approved  by  Professor  Kibby,  and  judiciously  applied 
by  him  to  the  subject  in   question.     Vide  Nardini  de  Rom, 
Afitica,  torn.  i.  p.  143.  note  1. 

^  This  inscription  was  observed  by  the  anonymous  writer  of 
the  eighth  century  :  — 

SENATVS 

POPVLVSQVE 

ROMANV3 

clIVOM 

MARTIS 

PECVNIA    PVBLICA 

IN    PLANITIAM 

REDIGKNDVM 

CVHAVIT. 

^ fabretti  (de  Aquis^  S^c,  dissert,  i.  p.  35.),  judging  from  the  or- 
thography of  the  words  "  clivom  "  and  "  planitiam,"  suppose* 
this  to  be  an  inscription  of  the  age  of  Augustus^  alleging  that  he 
bad  seen  divos  xvlivs  ;  but  he  might  also  have  read  at  tlie 
Porta  S.  Lorenzo  rivom  aqvae  of  the  time  of  Yespasiaa, 
We  do  not,  therefore,  know  when  this  hill  of  Mars  was  levelled. 
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sacred  building  in  which  were  treasured  up  tiie 
pledges  of  gratitude  which  the  soldier  carried  there 
on  his  safe  return  from  war.  '^  A  statue  of  the 
same  god  stood  on  the  Via  Appia,  and  probably  in 
or  near  the  temple.  This  statue  on  one  occasion 
announced,  by  a  miracle,  the  calamity  which  was 
impending  over  the  state.  ■**  But  if  we  are  wholly 
indebted  to  this  single  ray  of  light  for  assigning 
the  probable  site  of  the  most  celebrated  temple  in 
the  first  region,  where  shall  we  seek  for  tlie  temples 
of  the  Muses,  of  Honour,  and  Virtue,  of  Apollo^ 
and  a  number  of  others,  on  which  no  such  light 
appears,  but  which  once  adorned  the  precincts  of 
tlie  Appian  way?  Often  have  antiquaries  grasped  at 
tliese  shadows,  and  as  often  have  they  eluded  the 
attempts  at  discovery :  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be 
easy  to  surround  our  footsteps  with  the  nam£s  of 
monuments  and  places  consecrated  in  the  page  of 
early  history.  Several  tombs,  for  instance,  withoutthe 

*^  "  Armaque  quum  tulero  portae  votiva  Capcns 
Subscribam,  '  Salvo  grata  puella  viro.' " 

Properlim,  Hb.  iv,  Eleg.  3.  v.  VI. 

The  custom  of  hanging  up  votive  offerings  is  still  continued 
in  all  thi^  churches  of  Rome  and  Italy. 

■**  Previous  to  the  calamities  brought  upon  Ihe  slate  by  the 
unfortunate  Flamlnius,  this  statue  was  seen  to  perspire  .  .  . 
**  Mavors  telura  suura  concutit,  et  per  idem  tempus  Roma:  sig- 
num  Martis  Appia  Via  ad  [melius  ac]  simulachra  luporum 
sudasse." — Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxii,  cap.  1.  The  head  of  S.  Pancrazio 
the  martyr,  which  is  preserved  as  a  relic  in  the  Lateran  church, 
sweat  blood  for  three  days  successively  whilst  the  Basilica  wiis 
burnt  by  heretics.  These  analogies  in  prodigies  and  religious 
customs  are  curiously  traced  by  Ih:  Middletons  Letter  from 
liornej  S^-c,  Miscellaneous  Works,  torn.  iii.  See  also  some  in  For- 
8yth*$  Italyy  art.  Leyhrym  ;  but  cousult  BlmU's  Vesiiffee  of  An- 
cient Ctistoms,  Sfc,  in  Italy. 
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Porta  S.  Sebastiano  have  been  successively  called 
the  tomb  of  Horatia  ;  but  that  which  is  most  com- 
monly so  named  by  the  peasants  is  the  one  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  road,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from 
the  gate.  But  so  far  from  announcing  the  rude 
sepulchre  of  that  early  age,  it  must  have  been 
one  of  great  magnificence;  the  very  "  dtatoni,"  or 
key-stones,  arc  marble;  and  there  lie  scattered 
around  it  several  '*  sarcophagi,"  mutilated  statues, 
and  fragments  of  marble^  which  still  serve  to  in- 
dicate its  pristine  splendour.  Here  all  is  enveloped 
in  the  obscurity  of  ages  ;  and  the  time-worn  masses 
of  stone  will  still  continue  to  mock  the  enquiries  of 
the  stranger.  *  Our  interval  of  uncertainty  may 
now  be  filled  up  with  a  general  view  of  the  se- 
pulchral monuments  which  once  stood  along  this 
celebrated  road. 

The  ancients  considered  a  tomb  in  a  much  more 
important  light  than  we  either  can  or  ought  to  do. 
So  feeble,  indeed,  were  their  hopes  of  living  in 
another  state  of  existence,  that  they  generally 
looked  forward  to  tliis  honour  as  the  only  blessing 
that  awaited  them  after  death.  ^  Hence  we  so 
frequently  discover  on  monumental  inscriptions 
the  anxiety  the  individual  had,  during  his  life- 
time^', to  provide  a  place  of  burial  for  himself  and 
his  dependants,    free  from  incumbrances  and  in- 

•  See  Note  U. 

50  *i  ^ternumque  locus  Palinuri  nomen  habebit. 
His  dictis  curs  emots,     ...... 

gaudct  cognomine  terra." 

Virff,  JEn.  vi.  382. 
This  honour  has  proved  durable. 

*'  II  V  S  F,— I.  e.  Hoc  vivuB  sibi  fecit,  —  frequently  occurs 
on  sepulchral  inscriptions. 
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trusiou":  and  we  cannot  wonder  that  the  rich, 
under  those  circumstances,  should  have  bestowed 
so  much  wealth  in  erecting  their  private  monu- 
ments, and  tlie  warrior  so  much  care  and  toil  in 
gaining  this  as  a  public  honour  from  his  country.  " 
The  argument  which  Cicero  uses  in  his  Tusculan 
Questions  ^\  to  show  that  great  men  who  exist  no 
more  on  earth  are  still  to  be  accounted  happy,  is, 
tfmt  tlieir  proud  monuments  peq)etuate  their  fame 
to  posterity,  and  announce  their  glory  to  every 
passing  travellei\  In  placing  their  tombs,  more- 
over, by  the  sides  of  the  public  roads,  the  ancieat 
Romans  accomplished  two  objects,  respectively 
adapted  to  flatter  their  pride  and  support  their 
renown.  The  foreign  ambassadors,  in  appi'oaching 
the  city,  were  struck  with  the  splendour  and  pub- 
lic spirit  of  the  commonwealth  j  and  the  lloman 
youth,  in  having  these  unmortal  honours  always 
before  their  eyes,  aspired  to  emulate  tlie  valour  of 
the  illustrious  dead.  **  When  thou  hast  gone  out 
of  the  Capena  gate,"  says  Cicero,  "  and  beholdest 
the  sepulchres  of  Calatinus,  of  the  Scipios,  of  the 
Sei'vilii,  and  the  Metelli,   canst  thou   deem   the 


W  The  usual  initiala,  H,M,H.N.S(Hoc  monumentum  hiere- 
dem  ne  aequeretur),  show  they  did  not  even  trust  to  their  suc- 
cessors the  disposal  ol"  the  burial  ground ;  and  the  "  Pedes  in 
fronte  et  in  agro,"  so  frequently  occurring  in  inscriptiong, 
demonstrateB  the  individual's  anxiety  for  preserving  tlic  monu- 
ment. 

*^  Also  amongst  the  Greeks  this  was  the  crowning  honour. 
See  HerodotuSy  lib.  i.  cap.  30. ;  and  Demostlienes  de  Corona^ 
p.  343.  edit.  Aureliae  Allobrogum,  1607,  in  folio.     Otii  aicaaiot^. 

^•*  Lib»  i.,  De  Morte  cotUemncHda,  passim. 
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l)uried  inmates  wretclied  ?"  Of  the  four  sepulchres 
mentioned  by  Cicero,  one  (perhaps  two)  has  been 
satisfactorily  brought  to  lighL  The  tomb  of  tlie 
Scipios  has  already  been  considered.  The  remains 
of  that  of  the  Servilii  were  discovered  as  lately  as 
1808.  The  tomb  of  Calatmus  still  lies  concealed; 
and,  except  the  proud  tower  of  Caecilia  Metella 
serves  to  point  out  at  least  the  site  of  the  family 
burial  ground,  the  ashes  of  the  Metelli  also  may  be 
lost  for  ever.^  The  tomb  of  Q.  Caecilius  has  shared 
the  same  fate,  notwithstantling  the  local  indication 
of  Cornelius  Nepos^,  that  it  was  near  the  fifth 
milestone  on  the  Via  Appia,  With  it  also  are 
irrecoverably  lost  the  ashes  of  the  friend  and  cor- 
respondent of  Cicero.  Some  monuments  of  less 
importance  have 'also  been  brought  to  light  in 
modem  times ;  for  instance,  opposite  to  the  tomb 
of  the  Scipios  is  a  vineyard  in  which  vestiges  and 
inscriptions  have  been  seen  relating  to  the  burial 
places  of  the  families  of  the  Manilii  and  the  Furii.^^ 


^^  Signor  Nibby  and  other  modem  antiquaries  distinguisb 
between  the  family  sepulchre  of  the  Metelli  and  tlmt  of  Csecilia 
Metella,  between  the  Servilii  and  M.  Servilius  Quartus.  ITicre 
are  more  reasons  for  admitting  the  former  distinction  than  the 
latter.  It  is,  however,  probable  they  were  both  respectively  in 
the  same  burijJ-grouDd  or  enclosure. 

^6  «  [Pomponius  Atticus]  sepultus  est  juxta  vJam  Appiam» 
ad  quintum  lapidem*  in  monumento  Q.  Cxicilii  «¥unculi  suju"  — 
ComeL  Nepos  in  peto  T.  Pomp,  Aitki,  io  iine. 

^^  Visconti,  Labruzzi,  Guattani,  and  others,  have  published 
the  macriptions,  or  illustrated  every  thing  that  affords  Che  least 
interest  in  these  doubtful  vestiges.  Most  of  them  have  no 
Ipnger  any  existence,  except  in  the  illustrations  of  those 
authors ;  for  a  list  of  references  to  whicb>  see  Appettdicc  alia 
1  Bejf,  in  Aonfini,  torn.  L  p.  176. 
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These  aflTord,  indeed,  little  matter  either  for  descrip- 
tion  or  argument,  and  therefore  we  only  name 
them.  In  pursuing  the  Appian  Way,  we  shall  find 
some  "  columbaria  "  of  greater  interest ;  and  [in 
this  wide  field  for  reflection,  where  vestiges  of 
mortality  occur  at  almost  every  step,  the  cata- 
combs of  S.  Sebastian  may  complete  the  mournful 
scene.  These  objects  have  been  named  prema- 
turely, to  bring  them  all  into  view  as  sepulchral 
monuments :  but  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  little 
stream  of  the  Almo. 

This  classical  rivulet  does  not  run  further  from 
its  source  to  the  Tyber  than  about  five  miles,  and 
therefore  Ovid  called  it  "  cursu  ille  brevissimus 
Almo.""  It  may  be  traced  up  from  this  point  to 
near  the  ruins  called  Roma  Vecchia,  through  the 
valley  Caffarella,  and  may  be  followed  past  the 
BasiUca  of  S.  Paul,  near  which  it  enters  the  Tyber. 
To  the  mouth  of  this  stream  the  priests  of  Cybele 
brought  the  statue  of  the  goddess  once  a  year  and 
washed  it  in  the  waters,  together  with  the  sacred 
utensils  used  in  her  worship  •  :  the  ceremony  was 
attended  with  sacrifices  and  music ;  the  hoary  priest 
who  presided  was  clothed  in  his  shining  vestments ; 
and  the  shouts  of  religious  revelry  echoed  along 
the  banks  of  the  Tyber*  The  source  of  this  stream 
is  now  called  "  il  santo  lago,*'  and  the  water  is 
accounted  effectual  for  the  removing  of  some  mala- 
dies. The  ancient  name  of  Almo  was  preserved 
imtil  the  seventh  century ;  for  it  is  mentioned  in 
the  writings  of  Gregory  VIL*® 

**  Ovid,  MetamoTph.  lib.  xiv. 

•  See  Note  X. 

*9  «  Adjicientes  etiani  eldem  ceasioni  hortos  duos  inter  Ty- 
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"  There  was  also  near  the  Porta  Capena  a  lake  or 
stream  sacred  to  Mercury,  where  the  petty  mer- 
chant repaired  to  offer  his  vows  to  the  god  of  gain. 
He  filled  his  urn  at  tlie  stream,  antl  took  the  water 
home  with  branches  of  laurel ;  he  dipped  the  laurel 
in  the  holy  water,  and  sprinkletl  himself  with  it 
and  all  that  belonged  to  him,  using  a  form  of 
words  for  the  occasion^:  this  water  is  no  longer 
to  be  recognised.  It  has  sometimes  been  eon- 
founded  with  the  aqua  crabra  which  has  been 
already  mentioned, 

A  few  paces  beyond  the  Almo  is  a  ruin  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  road,  whicli  has  been  called 
the  tomb  of  Priscilla,  It  is  true  a  poet  has  cele- 
brated the  conjugal  affection  of  a  certain  Abas- 
cantius,  who  interred  his  wife  before  the  city 
where  the  Appian  Way  branches  out,  and  where 
Gybele  haunts  the  stream  of  the  Almo.*^^     The 

berim  et  Porticum  ipsius  Ecclesiae,  euntibus  a  porta  civitatis 
parte  dextera,  quo3  dividit  fluvius  Almon."  —  S,  Grefforti  in 
Regis,  Epht.  !ib*xn.  etix, 

'  CO  u  £st  aqua  Mercurii  porta?  vicina  Capense, 
SJ  juvat  expertis  credere,  Numen  habct. 
Hie  venit  incinctus  lunicaa  mercator,  et  uroa 

Purus  suffusa  quam  fcrat  kaurit  aquom 
Uda  fit  hinc  laurus,  lauro  spargiintur  ab  uda 
Omnia,  quas  domiiios  sunt  liabitura  novos, 
Spargit  et  ipse  suos  lauro  rorante  capillos, 
Et  peragit  solita  fallcrc  voce  preces." 

Ovid.  Fast  lib.  v.  673. 
4  6J  **  Est  locus  ante  Urbem,  qua  primura  nascitur  ingcns 
!  Appia;  quaque  Italo  genaitus  Almone  Cybele 

Ponit,  et  Idsos  jam  non  reminiscitur  amnes. 
Hie  te,  Sidonio  velatam  molliter  ostro, 
Extmius  conjux  (nee  enim  fumantia  busta 
Clamoremque  rogi  potuit  perferre)  beato 
Composuit,  Priscilla,  toro." 

Statitis^  St/lva,  lib.  v.  cann.  1. 
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"Notitia"  registers  in  the  first  region  a  private 
bath  of  Abascantius ;  and  an  inscription  produced 
by  Marliano  shows  a  person  of  that  name  was 
keeper  of  tlie  temple  of  Neptune,  (which  was  in  the 
Circus  Flaminius,  and  a  frccdnian  of  Augustus : 
if  these  three  intimations  regard  the  same  indi- 
vidual, Priscilla  might  have  been  interred  with 
splendour,  and  the  ruin  before  us  is  of  the  Au- 
gustan age. 

Opposite  the  small  cliurch  of  the  "  Domine  quo 
vadis  "  are  tlie  remains  of  another  sepulchral  monu- 
ments^, which  must  have  been  of  prodigious  mag- 
nitude ;  it  has  lost  its  appellation  since  the  discovery 
of  the  real  tomb  of  the  Scipios,  ibr  which  it  was  so 
long  mistaken,  Piranesi  made  several  engravings 
of  it*^  under  the  false  idea  of  its  origin;  but  he 
lived  to  see  tlie  error  detected,  and  illustrated  with 
equal  skill  the  veritable  sepulchre  of  the  Scipios, 
The  monument  is  crowned  by  the  ruins  of  a  modem 
tower,  which  shows  it  to  have  been  used  as  a  fortress 
in  the  feudal  times  of  Rome :  it  has  originally  stood 
upon  a  large  square  basement,  upon  which  was 
placed  a  second  to  give  the  proper  form  to  the 
building.    Upon  this  foundation  was  erected  a  round 


^3  This  has  also  been  called  the  tomb  of  Priscilla,  as  answering 
equally  well  the  description  of  Stntius.  TJiere  is  some  account 
of  a  body  having  been  found  in  one  of  these  tombs,  and  a  lamp 
burning  !  and  an  inscription;  all  which  are  involved  in  doubt  by 
FerrariuA,  da  lA(eernis  Sepufehralibus,  p.  13.  &  14.  He  talcesbis 
account  from  Licetus,  and  Licetus  from  "  Alexander  ab  Alex- 
andro,"  who  declares  no  inscription  was  found  at  all.  Vide 
Fortun,  Licet,  dc  AfUig,  Lucem,  lib.  iv.  p.  268.  edit.  Patavinii, 
folio,  1662.  The  subject  has  ftirnished  out  several  pages,  and 
modern  antiquaries  have  not  yet  relinquished  it. 

"  AfUichitiii  Sfc>  torn.  ii.  tav.  xxviii.  edit.  Kom.  1756. 
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wass  faced  with  travertine  stone,  with  twelve  niches 
disposed  around  it  for  containing  statues.  It  was 
covered  by  a  circular  roof)  which  also  served  for 
supporting  a  cupola ;  the  cupola,  in  all  probability, 
gave  the  form  to  the  modem  tower.  The  whole  is 
now  deprived  of  its  ornaments  j  but  pieces  of 
«*  cippi,**  urns,  &c.  have  been  found  in  the  niches 
disposed  around  it. 

The  road  which  now  branches  off  to  the  right  is 
supposed  to  be  the  Via  Ardeatina***;  perhaps  it 
should  rather  be  called  a  road  of  communication 
with  that  Via  and  the  Via  Appia,  Remains  of 
tombs  and  vestiges  of  pavement  sufficiently  indi- 
cate that  it  is  an  ancient  road. 

The  Appian  Way  inclines  a  little  to  the  left,  and 
after  following  it  for  a  few  paces  we  may  observe 
the  remains  of  a  stupendous  monument"*,  whose 
foundations  appear  at  intervals  along  the  left 
margin  of  tlie  road  and  under  the  modem  waU. 
The  magnificent  constmction  of  the  sepulchral 
chamber,  which  announces  the  age  of  the  republic, 
may  be  seen  by  entering  the  vineyard  and  descend- 
ing into  the  ruin  by  the  ancient  entrance.  Some- 
what further  on  the  same  side  of  the  way  is  the 
towering  but  deformed  mass  of  another  sepulchre 
unknown.  At  a  further  distance  of  about  SOO 
paces  is  to  be  seen  one  of  tliose  receptacles  for  the 
ashes  of  freedmen  and  slaves  which  every  rich 
Roman  provided  for  his  dependants,  called  a  co- 
lumbarium :  it  is  blended  with  the  habitation  of 
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^*  See  the  argumentB  of  Nardini,  Horn,  Antica,  torn.  i.  p.l68. 
but  it  would  exceed  our  limits  to  follow  them. 
^^  See  plan  of  the  Via  Appia  and  its  environs,  No.  5. 
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the  Vignarolo,  and  scarcely  wears  the  aspect  of  a 
ruin.  Its  remains  consist  of  three  chambers  or 
apartments,  in  one  of  which  may  be  traced  six 
rows  of  small  niches  for  the  urns  to  stand  in  : 
fragments  of  marble  and  imperfect  inscriptions  li6 
scattered  around  it^,  some  of  which  declare  the 
usual  prolubition  from  encroaching  within  the  pre- 
scribed limits.  This  is  believed  by  some  to  have 
been  the  columbarium  of  the  slaves  of  Augustus: 
upon  what  authority  such  an  opinion  is  founded 
may  be  difficult  to  conceive,  except  the  construc- 
tion be  made  to  resemble  that  of  other  works  of 
the  Augustan  age.^ 

The  succeeding  monument,  which  has  also  been 
reduced  to  a  modern  habitation,  appears  to  be  of 
the  republican  age  :  two  small  Corinthian  pilasters 


^^~Od  the  edge  or  fillet  of  a  marble  fragment  waa  seen  the 
following ;  — 

IN  FRONTE,  Fed.  Vin.        IN  AGRO,  Ped.  VIIL 
But  in  a  subsequent  viait,  made  in  February  1826,  all  the  frag- 
ments alluded  to  had  been  removed. 

«7  Piranesi  (torn.  ii.  tav.  xl.  xli.  xliL  edit.  Rom.  1756,)  has 
illustrated  this  monument  in  three  engravings  :  he  gives  first 
the  ground  plan  of  the  whole  ;  second,  an  external  view  of  the 
building  as  it  now  appears ;  and  third,  an  internal  view  of 
one  of  the  sepulchral  chambers.  He  has  carefully  observed 
every  part  of  this  ruin,  and  introduced  into  the  second  plate  the 
modem  steps  made  in  the  ancient  walls  :  it  is  spoiled  of  ail  its 
sculpture  and  every  morsel  of  marble  ;  the  stucco  lies  buried  In 
the  earth  ;  no  one  inscription  is  left  in  its  place,  for  they  have 
all  fallen  together  with  the  stucco.  The  ancients  did  not 
hollow  the  walls  of  the  sepulchre  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  inscription ;  since  with  them  it  was  of  tlie  greatest  conse- 
quence to  preserve  the  ashes  of  the  dead  as  long  a  time  as  pos- 
sible :  the  inscriptions  therefore,  being  tlius  placed  in  the  stucco 
above  their  respective  urns,  fell  with  the  first  decay  of  the  inte- 
rior wall. 
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of  brick,  and  the  entrance  into  the  sepulchral 
eliamber,  being  flanked  by  travertine  stone,  induce 
us  to  assign  this  early  date  to  it 

In  tlie  field  behind  the  "  Osteria  dei  Pnpazzi**^" 
are  two  monuments,  not  sepulcinal,  but  nianitestly 
small  temples :  the  one  is  circular,  containing  five 
niches,  and  the  sixth  served  for  the  entrance.  The 
main  niche  is  (as  usual  in  temples)  opposite  to 
that  entrance.  The  roof  has  been  a  small  dome, 
of  which  the  middle  is  now  fallen  in.  About  the 
niches  are  windows  j  and  there  are  vestiges  of  a 
portico  left.  The  other  is  of  an  angular  form  ;  and 
on  each  side  is  a  niche,  one  of  which  has  also 
served  for  the  entrance.  Both  these  ruins  are  of 
the  same  age  and  work,  and  perhaps  not  much 
earlier  than  the  age  of  Constantinc.  The  colum- 
barium of  the  liberti  of  Livia  Augusta  was  dis- 
covered in  the  last  vineyard  on  tlie  left  of  the 
way  before  descending  to  the  church  of  S-  Se- 
bastian. ^*     Numerous  inscriptions,  which  served  to 


^  Pvpazzty  so  called  from  the  numerous  fragments  of  bas- 
Tcliefe  stuck  in  the  walls  of  tlie  house :  some  appear  like  the 
heads  of  hoys  or  children. 

**•  This  columbarium  was  discovered  in  1726.  Antonio 
Gorio  has  illustrated  it  with  twenty-one  engravings,  and  as 
many  explanations  as  amount  to  a  folio  volume  of  250  pages : 
he  entitles  it,  Monutnejitum  sive  Columbarium  Libertorum  ei 
Servontm  LivitE  Atiffustw  tt  Casarum.  The  name  of  **  Lhia* 
is  fully  justified  by  Uie  inscriptions;  **  et  Ca?sarum"  may  be  by 
the  reasoning  of  Gorio.  Piranesi  has  published  the  inscriptions 
in  the  most  convenient  form,  amounting  to  more  than  300,  more 
or  less  perfect.  The  building  originally  had  two  stories,  the 
first  having  five  rows  of  niches  for  the  cinerary  urns,  tlie  other 
four;  several  sarcophagi  came  out  of  it.  See  Gorio  (as  entitled 
above)f  and  Piranesi,  torn.  iii.  tav.  xxt.  to  xxxix. 
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identify  the  spot>  were  founds  £uid  may  now  be 
consulted  in  the  gallery  of  the  "  Museo  Capi- 
tolina"  ^  There  is  nothing  remaining  of  the  build- 
ing itsel£  In  this  wide  field  of  uncertainty,  w^ 
are  glad  to  seize  upon  any  thing  to  direct  our 
wandering  footsteps ;  otherwise  it  might  have  been 
superfluous  to  make  any  mention  of  an  object 
which  is  now  lost  for  ever.  ^ 

During  the  winter  of  1828-9,  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  made  an  excavation  in  a  vineyard 
situated  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  Via  Appia, 
in  ascending  from  the  S.  Sebastiano  totheGaetani 
fortress.  His  grace  found  a  sarcophagus  in  ex- 
cellent preservation,  several  medals,  and  much 
mosaic,  which  had  served  as  the  flooring  of  the 
sepulchral  chambers.     The  Marquis  of  Chandos 

^  To  give  but  one  example  c  — 


IIVIAE  .  LALAGfi  L 
M.  LIVIVS   SABINVS  .  F 
VXSORI    8VAE  .  OLLAM 
DEDIT   EIQVE   LIVIA 
TERPKI    ET.8ATVRINI 
LIB  .  SECVKDA    DEDIT 


LIVIA    MEKOPHILLE 
SABINA    L   CHLOE 
M  .  LIVIO    SABINO   FIL   SVO 
dLLAM   DEDIT. 


Lumisden,  whose  work  on  the  antiquities  of  Koitie  is  too 
little  known,  hazards  a  conjecture  that  the  Lalage  mentionedl 
in  the  firdt  patt  of  the  tablet  may  be  die  Lalage  of  Horace, 
lib.  i.  ode  22. 

71  The  antiquaries  are  justly  indignant  at  the  total  destruc* 
tion  of  this  interesting  monument :  we  may  adopt  their  lan- 
guage:—  "  Non  pud  rivolgersi  senza  orrore  alle  meraorie 
degli  scavL  Quelle  antiche  rovine,  che  il  tempo  teneva  ascose 
nelle  viscere  della  terra,  veggono  appena  la  luce  che  sono  diroc- 
cate  della  avarizia.  Nella  barbarie  ebbero  pur  sorte  i  sepolcri 
de'  Liberti  di  Livia,  giacchfe  almeno,  prima  de  essere  distrutti, 
furpDO  per  cosi  dire  eternati  in  tante  replicate  incisi(Mii."j—  Fe- 
ttuH,  torn.  ii.  p.  17-  edit.  Horn.  1824,  presso  S.  Piale* 
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had  excavated  aliout  the  same  place,  several  years 
previous,  with  still  greater  success. 

In  all  these  vineyards  along  the  road,  particu- 
larly on  the  left,  vestiges  or  ruins  of  tombs  may 
be  traced  :  it  would  weary  description  to  go  over 
them  ;  but  it  will  not  be  irksome  for  the  stranger 
to  visit  them,  who  may  discern  upon  the  spot  the 
various  fragments,  inscriptions,  and  ornaments 
which  announce  so  many  different  periods  of  art, 
and  afford  so  much  instruction  in  the  rites  of 
ancient  sepulture. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  a  SEBASTIAN  AVD  THE 

CATACOMBS. 

As  this  church  is  an  isolated  object  of  its  kiml,  it  may 
be  tliougliL  expedient  in  this  instance  to  iiitnuhice  some 
account  of  the  popular  saint,  his  church,  and  the  cekbrateil 
catacomb-s, 

S.  Sebastian  was  a  soldier  in  the  reign  of  Diocletian, 
and  was  instructed  in  the  Christiun  faith  by  8.  Caius 
Dahnatinus,  Bishop  of  Rome,  By  order  of  the  emperor, 
who  was  indignant  at  his  obstinacy  in  persisting  in  his 
feith,  he  was  pierced  with  arrows  by  his  fellow-soldiers, 
until  lliey  stuck  so  fast  upon  him  that  he  seemed  like  a 
man  covered  with  bristles.  ^-  Jn  this  situation  he  was  left, 
supposing  him  to  be  dead;  but  Irene,  who  went  by  night  to 
the  place,  in  order  to  perform  in  secret  the  pious  obsequies 
over  his  boily,  found  him  alive :  aiul  he  afterwards  appearetl 
on  a  certain  day  on  the  Palatine  hill,  mid  had  once  more 
nn  opportunity  of  hearing  evidence  to  the  faith  before  the 
emperor,  Diocletian  then  ordered  him  to  be  led  into 
the  Ilipjwdrome  and    beat  to  death   (according  to  tlie 


^3  "  HirsutuB**  is  the  word  used  by  ecclesiastical  historian*. 
This  is  a  favourite  subject  for  painting. 
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venerable  Ilede):  his  bixly  wfis  taken  into  the  Cloaca 
Maxima,  and  suspended  by  a  hook.  His  ghost  appeared 
by  night  to  Lucina,  a  Roman  matron,  and  revealed  to  her 
where  his  body  might  be  found  "^;  at  the  sonie  time  desiring 
It  might  be  conveyed  to  the  "  Ccemeterium"  which  was 
near  the  "  footsteps  of  the  apostle^*,"  generally  allowed  to 
be  the  chnrch  of  "  Domine  quo  vadis"  Qin  Aclis  Mariyr, 
cited  in  Itom.  Subterr.  torn.  i.  p.  454.].  All  this  was  <.k)ne. 
The  body  of  the  saint  was  not  left  here  to  rest,  but  was 
carried  to  the  Vatican  by  Pope  Gregory,  except  some 
part  of  it  which  passed  into  France  "^^ :  but  Pope  Ilonorius, 
in  12  IS,  restored  it  to  its  former  dejxeitory.  It  now  lies 
umler  the  altar  of  the  chapel  in  this  church,  whicli  is 
dedicated  to  the  saint;  the  recumbent  statue  phiced  over 
it  is  tlic  work  of  Antonio  Giorgetto. 

This  Basilica  is  said  to  Iiave  been  founded  by  Constan- 
tine:  it  is  more  certain  that  it  was  made  into  its  present 
form  by  Cardinal  ScJpLo  Borghese.  It  contains  little  thaL 
is  interesting,  but  miicli  that  is  curious  to  relate.  The 
sanctuary,  whrch  is  over  one  of  the  middle  altars,  is  full  of 
relics:  the  stone  with  the  prints  of  Christ's  feet,  which  he 
left  in  appearing  to  Peter  at  the  "  Domine  quo  vadis;" 
one  of  the  arrows  wiih  which  tlie  sahit  was  pierced;  the 
column  to  wliich  he  wa^  bound.  Iji  a  casket  are  part  of 
the  relics  of  17*5000  martyrs,  and  46  |wpes  martyrs; 
come  of  the  thorns  with  which  Christ  was  crowned  in  his 
passion  !  I&c.  Descerulingto  a  subterraneous  chapel  under 
an  altar,  is  a  pit  in  which  were  found  tlie  bodies  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul  '** :  they  had  been  deposited  here  by 


* 
I 


^^  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  autlienticity  of  this  accoui»t; 
I  go  no  furtlier  than  Baron,  Annai.  Eccl.  torn,  ii.  p.  661. 

■•■  Vestigia  Apostolorum  instead  of  ApostoU  {in  Actis  Mar- 
tyr.) creates  some  difficulties  ;  for  a  solution  of  which,  and  an 
account  of  the  catacombs,  the  reader  may  consult  JRoma  Su6^ 
terranea,  torn.  i.  p.  455. 

^*  Baron,  AnnaL  Eccl.  tom.ix.  an.  827. 

"*  Tlie  following  inscription  is  read  over  the  chapel  alluded 
to;  — 

J   2 
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some  GriH'ksj  who  having  stolen  them  from  the  Vatican 
church,  and  being  detected  in  making  oli'  with  their  booty, 
threw  tliom  into  this  pit,  wlicre  {tradition  snys)  they  lay  tor 
200  years.  Two  fine  busts  of  the  apostles  are  placed  upon 
the  altar  sculptured  by  Niccolo  Cordieri. 

The  extensive  caverns  or  catficomhs  found  about  Home 
owe  their  origin  to  the  largo  excavations  which  were  made 
by  tlie  Romans  for  obtaining  pozzolana,  a  useful  material 
much  employed  by  thoni  in  buildings:  such  excavations 
were  made  without  much  labour,  and  jierhaps  extended  by 
the  yielding  nature  of  the  material  itself.  Tliere  can  be 
no  doubt  but  the  Christians  were  the  first  inhabitants  of 
these  dreary  regions,  when,  during  tijose  dreadful  perse- 
cutions under  the  emperors,  they  were  driven  to  find  a 
place  of  refuge  from  the  fury  of  their  oppressors :  and  it 
would  certainly  appear,  from  the  distribution  of  these  daik 
labyrinths,  that  the  poor  creatures  had  appropriated 
certain  parts  of  their  habitations  for  the  burying  of  their 
dead.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  histories  whicli 
tradition  or  fanaticism  in  later  ages  may  have  produced, 
we  are  compelled  to  be  serious  when  we  enter  these 
gloomy  abodes,  and  witness  those  traces  of  persecution 
and  mortality,  and  tread  upon  the  ashes  of  tlmsc  who 
suffered  in  such  a  cause.  This  Cocnieterium,  from  its  vast 
extent,  is  called  the  catacombs  of  Rome;  although  there 
are  many  others  of  considerable  magnitude.  Rut  in 
ecclesiastical  liistory  it  is  usually  called  the  "  Ccemeterium 
Callisti."  Anastusius  in  his  life  of  CulHstus,  who,  according 
lo  the  Romish  calendar,  was  Rishop  of  Rome  in  the 
beginning  oF  the  tliird  century,  says,  "  Fecit  [i.  e.  Callistus] 
aliud    Ccemeterium   Via  Appin,    ubi  muhi   sacerdotes   et 


"  In  lioc  loco  qui  dicitur  ad  catocofnbas  corpora  SS.  AjMsto* 
lortitn  Petri  et  Paidi  in  piUeo  sitff  n/t/ire  altquanuliu  jacerunt  oh 
qttorum  venerotionem  eadeni  singulis  dicbtis  conccssa  est  iftdul- 
gentia  rptam  S.  Silvi'Jtter  Papa  in  Ecflesiis  ipsontm  Ajjosfo/orvm 
est  eiargitits  emuiern  mrressore^  ejus  infestis  (Ittplicibits  et  in  qua- 
drngesinm  dupiieantntj  637  A.  D." 
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martyres  reqiiiescuiit,  quod  appellatur  usque  in  hodiernuni 
diem  Coemeterium  CalHsu";"  wliicli  is,  doubtless,  to  say 
that  Callistus  reduced  it  to  use.  It  is  said,  and  that  witli 
some  appearance  of  truth,  that  these  subterraneous  caverns 
are  twenty-two  miles  in  circumference,  and  even  some  of 
the  passages  extend  as  far  as  Ostia  and  Albano.  It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  but  there  were  Pagans  buried  here  as  well 
as  Christians ;  but  almost  all  the  monumental  inscriptions 
which  have  been  found  belong  to  the  latter.  The  following 
remains,  short  but  satisfactory:  — 

SoHto  Martyri  Maxinw, 

There  is  another,  wTitten  hi  old  GotJiic  characters,  upon 
a  slab  of  marble,  which  when  deciphered  runs  thus  :  — 

Hie  quondam  reconditum  fuit  corpus 

BeatiE  Cecilitu  Virginia  et  Martyri, 

Hoc  opus  fecit  fieri  reverendissiraus 

Pater  Domipus  Gulielraua  Arcliepiscopus 

Bituricensis  Anno  Domini  MCCCC. 

But  most  of  the  inscriptions  that  have  come  out  of  these 
subterraneous  regions  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Vatican* 

Some  vaulted  rooms  seem  to  have  been  appropriated 
for  the  more  dignified  dead  r  these  are  usually  explained 
to  have  been  destined  for  popes.  The  bishops  or  popes 
seem  to  have  been  distinguished  by  sarcophagi ;  but  these, 
however,  of  terra  cotta,  as  appears  from  the  fragments 
still  to  be  seen :  indeetl,  the  scarcity  of  marble  here 
announces  a  simplicity,  or  rather  poverty,  unknown  to  the 
heathens.  We  may  trace  small  chapels  also  in  these 
catacombs ;  the  one  called  the  chapel  of  S.  Phillippo  Neri  is 
one  of  those  in  the  best  preservation.  The  most  common 
method  of  interring  seems  to  have  been  by  hollowing  out 
niches  or  recesses  in  the  walls,  and  then  closing  up  the 
interred  body  with  brick  or  mortar.  Small  holes  may  be 
seen  where  lamps  have  been  placed  to  throw  a  fumt  light 


4 


'^  Vide  AtiaaiuL  BiMioihecar,  torn.  i.  p.  18.  edit.  Rom.  1718. 
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in  these  ifreary  ntiotTes.  Tlie  nuthor  of  tliis  description 
was  more  than  half  an  hour  in  the  ratacombs,  and  expe- 
rienced no  ill  effects  from  the  air  within  them. 


The  most  noble  and  best-preserved  nioniiment 
along  the  Via  Appia  is  the  round  tower,  which 
lias  already  attracted  the  attention  >yliilst  pon* 
dcring  over  the  less  conspicuous  objects.  From 
the  church  of  S,  Sebastian  we  ascend  to  the  tomb 
of  Ca*cilia  Metellaj  and,  in  order  to  form  a  just 
idea  of  its  magnificence,  we  will  take  our  station 
in  front  of  the  inscription,  and  uj>on  the  ruins  of 
the'modern  fortress.  This  mausoleum  rises  upon 
a  square  basement,  composed  of  a  mixture  of  broken 
materials,  as  flint,  brick,  &c.  called  by  Vitruvius 
**  ad  eraplecton ''** : "  the  whole  is  consolidated  by 
key-stones,  or  "  diatoni  ^,  '*  which  are  now  seen 
to  project  from  the  crumbling  mass.  Tlie  circular 
tower  resembles  the  tombs  of  Augustus  and  Ha- 
drian ;  and  the  facing  is  firmly  constructed  of  the 
finest  travertine  stone.  Above  the  inscription  are 
the  well-preserved  remains  of  a  cornice  with  ele- 
gant festoons,  all  in  marble,  with  the  '*  metope** 
of  the  heads  of  oxen,  which  gives  to  the  monu- 
ment the  vulgar  name  of  Capo  di  Bove.  The 
ox*s  head  without  the  triglyph  does  not  warrant 
us  in  calling  tlie  order  of  architecture  Doric  :  from 


"^  "  Altera  cat  quam  iu.Ty.iyjov  appeWaut^  qua  etiam  nostri 
rustici  utuntur.  Quorum  frontcs  poUiuntur,  reliqua,  ita  uti  sunt 
natai  cum  materia  collacata  alternis  alUgant  coagineutis." —  M> 
Vitmviits  PoUio  de  Architec.  lib.  ii.  c.  8.  p.  58.  edit.  Lugcl.  1552. 

^  "  Et  pra'ter  ca;tera  interponunt  [scilicet,  Gracci]  singulos 
perpetua  crassitudine  utraquc  parte  iVoiUalos  quos  c(aTfivoi/<  ap- 
pellant qui  inaxirae  religando  contirmaiil  parietmn  Holidilatem." 
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the  general  appearance  of  the  whole,  it  ou^ht, 
indeeil,  rather  to  be  considered  Corinthian,  The 
other  remaining  ornaments  consist  of  two  figures 
designed  for  trophies  j  a  human  figure  placed  be- 
tween two  oblong  shields  ;  and  a  sitting  figure,  in 
the  posture  of  a  captive  bound :  probably  in  the 
corresponding  part  of  the  wall,  which  is  now  de- 
laced,  were  other  decorations  of  a  like  kind-  The 
inscription**^  leaves  us  at  no  loss  to  know  for  wliora 
this  proud  tower  was  raised.  Caecilia  Metella  was 
the  daughter  of  Quintus  Metellus,  who  gained  the 
surname  of  Creticus  for  his  conquests  in  the  island 
of  Crete.  He  gave  his  daughter  in  marriage  to 
the  rich  but  unfortunate  Crassus,  who  perished 
by  treachery  in  a  war  against  the  Parthians,  and 
afforded  a  cruel  and  ungenerous  revenge  to  his 
conqueror  Orodes.^^  As  he  died  fifty-three  years 
before  Clirist,  and  probably  before  that  time  liad 
either  laid  the  bones  of  his  wife  within  this  fortress, 
or  built  it  for  her  out  of  his  abundance  before 
he  entered  upon  the  chance  of  war,  it  has  now 
stood  for  nearly  nineteen  centuries. 

The  entrance  into  the  sepulcliral  chamber  is, 
as  usual,  turned  from  the  road;  the  solid  portal 
remains  perfect,  and  is  built  of  peperine  stone. 
Wlien  standing  wntliin  the  mighty  walls,  wliich 
seem  to  have  been  built  for  eternity,  we  are  struck 
with  the  diminutive  circumference  of  the  interior: 
the  diameter  of  the  wliole  may  be  estimated  at 


CAECILIAE 

Q.CKETICI.F 

METELLAE.CRASSI 


"I  Phitarcht  in  his  Life  of  Cirtssus  ;  Appian*  in  Parth,  BclL 

I   If 
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about  sixty-four  tbet,  whilst  tliat  of  tlic  sepulchral 
chamber  does  not  exceed  fifteen  feet,  leaving 
twenty-five  for  the  tliickuess  of  the  walls.  A  sar- 
copliagus  of  white  marble,  which  now  stands  in 
tlie  court  of  the  Famese  palace,  was  found  within 
it,  and  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  contained  the 
ashes  of  Metella  :  there  is,  however,  a  modern  ap- 
pearance about  it  which  ill  accords  with  tlie  age  erf* 
the  monument.  The  Scipios'  tomb  had  evidently 
passed  into  the  possession  of  others ;  and  perhaps 
the  same  fate  attended  the  more  splendid  sepulchre 
of  Cffcilta  Mctella. 

The  walls  of  the  fortress  surrounding  tliis  monu- 
ment are  the  work  of  tlie  middle  ages,  and  the 
result  of  the  factions  which  in  those  days  distressed 
the  unfortunate  city-  The  ai'ms  of  the  family  of 
the  Gaetani  are  still  seen  sculptured  upon  the 
ruins ;  and  the  fortifications  joined  to  the  tower,  as 
the  strong  place  of  defence,  must  effectually  Iiave 
blocked  up  the  Appian  way.^^  A  subterraneous 
communication  has  been  discovered  between  the 


^  It  was  a  common  Uiing  in  those  unhappy  times  to  convert 
tin  oncit^nt  monument  into  a  fortress.  The  Anntbaldi  seized 
upon  the  Colosseum;  the  Colonnesi,  the  tomb  of  Augustus ;  the 
Frangipaui,  some  of  the  arches  in  tlie  city.  Vide  AnnaL  EccL 
Huron,  anru  1167.;  Dmmttt:s  de  Urlu  Rom,  lib.  iv,  cap,  7. 
p.  "^55,  and  cap.  8.  p.  360. ;  and  Fea^  Dissertaz,  suiie  Ravine  di 
Roi/ta  in  Winkchnanny  torn.  iii.  p.  330 — 369.  et  vers,  fmem,  4to 
ediuRom.  1784-. 

Previous  to  the  Gaetani  the  Servilii  had  possession  of  the 
tomb  of  Ca?cilia  Metella :  it  was  taken  from  tliem  by  the  Em- 
peror Henry  VII.,  and  given  to  a  brother  who  had  married 
one  of  the  Colonna  family.  After  the  death  of  the  emperor, 
which  happened  in  a.  d.  1313,  the  Colonna  faction  liad  posses- 
sion of  it.  See  the  authorities  for  tliesc  things  cited  by  Fea, 
Dissertnz,  Sfc.  p.  331,  note  d. 
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tomb  and  tlie  adjoining  catacombs,  which  was 
probably  cftected,  or  at  least  adopted,  by  the 
Gaetani  when  they  intrenched  themselves  within 
this  fortress.  The  wars  of  that  age  contributed 
much  to  ruin  the  ancient  monuments  of  Home. 
This  strong-built  tower  is  one  of  the  few  objects 
which  have  survived  the  ravages  of  time  and  war; 
and  perhaps  may  still  remain  when  Rome  itself 
shall  be  no  more. 

In  January,  1824,  an  inscription^  was  found 
near  this  spot  on  a  section  of  marble  in  tliree 
pieces:  the  substructions  of  a  monument,  to  which 
it  miglit  have  belonged,  were  also  discovered  in 
the  excavation ;  and  if  we  had  an  opportuiiity  of 
estimating  the  circle,  of  whicli  the  three  pieces  of 
marble  formed  a  section,  and  could  compare  it 
with  the  apparent  magnitude  of  the  basement,  a 
mausoleum  might  be  imagined  not  unworthy  to 
be  compared  with  tiie  one  now  standing.  Several 
other  inscriptions,  fragments  of  marble,  pieces  of 
cornices,  were  also  found,  and  liave  been  gatliered 
together  and  built  up  into  a  wall  placed  against 
the  ruined  fortress.  The  intention  may  have  Ijecn 
to  exhibit  tlie  probable  form  and  magnitude  of  the 
sepulchre  to  which  they  belonged.  At  the  same 
time  was  discovered  the  pavement  of  the  ancient 
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**  The  following  was  copied  on  the  very  day  it  was  disco- 
vered :  — 

T,    CRUSTIDIUS    T.    F.    FABRISO 

PHAEF,    EUUIT.    VIXIT    ANN,    XIX. 

EX    TESTAMENTO    PRO    PARTE    DIMIDIA, 


Porte  dimjdia].    Compare  ilor.  Sat,  iv.  lib.iL  100. 
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road,  wliich  still  bears  witness  to  the  truth  of  the 
description  ol'Procopius. 

The  reflections  which  must  now  be  excited  in 
the  nund  of  a  spectator  will  multiply  as  he  con- 
tinues alon^  the  Via  Appia ;  at  eveiy  stop  he  will 
see  vestiges  of  sepulchral  ruin.s,  and  contemplate 
with  awe  tlie  solitude  of  the  Campagna.  Two 
miles  from  the  tomb  of  CsecUia  Metella  may  be 
seen  the  restored  sepulchre  of  Servilius  already 
alluded  to.  Tlie  inscription^*  which  identified  the 
spot  was  discovered  by  Canova  in  1808  :  he  put 
together  the  scattered  fragments,  and  thus  also 
erected  a  monument  to  himself.  There  is  nothing 
to  describe;  it  merely  affords  the  interest  of  know- 
ing the  spot  in  which  were  interred  the  ashes  of 
one  of  the  principid  families  of  the  republic.  We 
have  wandered  far  from  the  limits  of  our  region ; 
the  solitary  country  now  offers  an  interesting  but 
mournful  scene.  Beyond  the  sepulchre  of  Servilius 
we  shall  see  a  succession  of  shattered  tombs  on 
each  side  of  the  road^;  and  perhaps  we  might  be 
tempted  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Roma  Vecchia.*   The 


&4 


M.   SERVILIVS    QVARTVS 
DE   SVA   PECVNIA    FECIT. 


For  a  particular  account  of  Uiis  excavatiuu,  see  Uie  Memorie 
Encichtjteil.  torn.  iii. 

8*  Sonic  mosaics  and  statues  were  discovered  amongst  those 
tombs  in  the  year  I824-.  An  excavation  made  iiere  generally 
produces  sometlting  of  interest. 

8^  Honia  Vecchia  is  a  name  usually  given  by  the  peasants  to 
any  mass  i>f  ruins  they  see  in  the  country,  there  being  a  tradi- 
tion amongst  them  that  Rome  either  once  extended  as  far,  or 
actually  stood  there.  A  Signer  Antonio  lUccy  has  written  a 
whole  essay  to  prove  tlie&e  ruins  to  have  been  the  Pagus  Lemo- 
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stupendous  aqueducts  at  a  consideral)Ie  distance, 
bnuicliiug  out  across  the  Campagua,  excite  our 
wonder:  and  amidst  this  vast  solitude,  though 
within  five  miles  of"  tlie  city,  we  sliall  scarcely  hear 
the  sound  of  hiuiian  voice  or  footstep.  The  fresh 
hills  of  Tuscuhim  and  Aibano  may  relieve  the 
dreary  prospect ;  but,  in  looking  towards  the  La- 
tium  coast,  or  even  back  towards  the  city,  we  shall 
only  be  moved  by  the  desolation  which  spreads 
itself  around  us. 

We  return  to  the  tomb  of  Ciecilia  Metella,  and 
descend  to  the  vineyard  enclosed  by  the  walls 
vulgarly  called  the  "  Scuderia  di  Caracalla." 

For  whatever  use  tliis  building  was  designed, 
the  construction  shows  it  to  be  of  the  same  age  as 
the  adjacent  ruins,  and  its  contiguity  may  seem  to 
indicate  it  was  an  appendage  to  the  Circus.  As 
the  first  region  could  not  have  extended  beyond 
the  Almo,  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  draw  from  the 
regionaries  a  name  for  this  object :  hence  the  ap- 
pellation of  •*  Mutatorium  Ca,*saris  %"  which  has 
80  often  been  applied  to  it,  may  be  safely  rejected- 
As  the  games  of  the  Circus  were  preceded  by  a 
procession  composed  of  a  numerous  train  of  magi- 
strates, priests,  dancers,  &c.  ^,  it  is  not  an  unrea- 
sonable conjecture  that  this  was  the  place  of  their 


nius,  a  place  vntrnclj'  mentioned  by  Ff  stus  only  of  all  the  ancient 
authorg  remaining.     Such  lubour  h  surely  in  vu.m, 

*'  "  Mutatorium  potest  appcllari  quod  earn  Cocaar  muto- 
rcrit  !^ — C,  Patwiroliy  Dcsvrip,  Urb,  Rom,  apud  Gra^vium, 
torn.  ill.  p.  324-.  edit,  ut  supra. 

^  See  Burgess's  Dcsa'iption  of  tJte  Circus  on  the  Via  Appia^ 
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rendezvous.^  In  the  city,  the  Pompa  Circensiuni 
proceeded  to  the  Circus  Maximus  fiom  the  ciipitol : 
sacrifices,  in  all  probability,  were  previously  made 
in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Optimus  Maximus  to  the 
gods  of  the  Circensian  games  ;  andlience,  perhaps, 
tlic  use  of  the  magnificent  temple  situated  in  the 
midst  of  this  spacious  enclosure.  The  surrounding 
conidor  consisted  of  an  outer  w^all  of  considerable 
height,  and  an  umer  line  of  buttresses,  of  which 
there  are  also  some  remains.  These  were  supported 
by  pilasters,  on  which  rested  arches  ;  the  whole 
thus  forming  an  open  arcade.  In  the  circuit  of  the 
w  hole  there  occur  four  entrances,  still  to  be  traced ; 
viz.  two  in  the  east  side  nearest  to  the  "  carceres" 
of  tlie  Circus,  one  on  tlie  north,  and  the  fourth  in 
the  south-west  corner,  "^  In  the  southern  corner 
of  the  enclosure  there  exists  a  piece  of  wall  of 
reticulated  work,  which  has  evidently  been  made 
previous  to  the  large  edifice.  To  the  same  period 
belongs,  in  all  probability,  the  pavement  which  is 
to  be  seen  in  the  adjoining  habitiition,  and  wliich 
affords  an  admirable  specimen  of  the  "  opus  spi- 
catum"  of  Vitruvius.  ^'    The  fabric  to  which  these 
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^^  Mr.  Forsyth  (see  Bemarks  on  Itafy,  art.  Rome,  Works  of 
the  Empire)  supposes  this  to  have  been  a  sernpeon.     As  a  sup- 
position this  is  worthy  of  a  good  place  amongst  tlie  rest;  but  no- 
where in  Rufus  and  Victor  is  the  passage  to  be  found  with 
which  the  acute  observer  endeavours  to  support  his  opinion, 

^  This  edifice  was  first  engraved  by  Serlio  (lib.  iii.  p.  69.), 
then  by  Palladio  (lib.  iv.  cap.  22.),  but  more  accurately  by  Ug- 
geri.  See  tav-  i.  fig.  2.  in  Sianconi  del  Cerchi.,  Sfc.  edit.  Rom. 
3  789,  in  folio;  and  for  the  supposed  elevation  and  dctailsi 
tav.  xii.  and  the  three  following. 

31    Vitmv,  lib.  vii.  cap.  I.  p.  259.;  but  see  the  annotations  oi 
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vestiges  have  belonged,  having  interfered  with  the 
design  of  the  arcliitect  in  constructing  the  corridor, 
was  made  subservient  to  the  general  plan  ;  whilst 
the  small  monument,  shortly  to  be  mentioned,  not 
thus  i  in  mediately  interfering,  was  suffered  to  re- 
main untouched. 

The  temple  in  the  midst  forms  a  circle,  except 
in  the  part  towards  the  Via  Appia,  which  is  inter- 
sected by  the  rectangular  portico ;  around  it  are 
disposed,  at  regulated  intervals,  six  small  windows ; 
a  minor  entrance  nearly  corresponds  to  the  traces 
of  a  doorway  or  egress  on  the  side  nearest  the 
Circus.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  inte- 
rior of  tfie  temple  except  the  solidity  of  the  con- 
structiout  and  the  perfect  regularity  of  the  plan. 
The  whole  of  this  building  occupies  a  space  of 
near  3000  square  feet^^  and  lias  become  tlie  se- 
cluded domain  of  a  "  vignarolo." 

A  small  tomb  in  the  shape  of  a  pyramid,  adjoin- 
ing the  northern  side  of  the  coi-ridor,  seems  to 
have  been  respected  in  erecting  tliis  great  edifice 
near  it.  The  curious  little  building  has  a  double 
wall,  and  receives  light  from  two  small  windows 
on  two  opposite  sides  above  the  **  loculi  :  "  there  is 
a  place  for  a  sepulchral  urn  still  visible,  and  also 
small  receptacles  for  "  oll.i^,"  like  a  columbarium. 

Alter  having  examined  the  remains  of  the  Circus, 
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I'liilunder  on  the  "  opus  splcatum/'  in  verb.  Vitruv,  "  sive  ex 
spica  testaceu.*' 

^^  According  to  t^ggen»  the  space  endosed  is  312  French 
feet  by  2.10;  breadth  of  the  corridor  or  arcade,  22  feet;  dia- 
meter of  the  temple,  inchuling  the  walls,  106  feet ;  the  Pronaon 
about  70  feet  square. 
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and  the  nameless  ruins  adjoining*^,  we  may  proceed 
to  the  deserted  church  of  S.  Urbano. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  has  not  proved 
the  greatest  enemy  to  the  edifices  of  ancient  Rome* 
The  Pantheon,  the  temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faus- 
tina, the  elegant  little  building  on  the  Tyber,  as 
well  as  this,  remain  to  show  that  the  popes  had 
rather  convert  a  heathen  temple  to  a  Christian 
church  than  raze  it  to  the  ground.  The  inter- 
columniations  of  this  edifice  have  been  walled  up; 
and  although  the  columns  are  thus  half  concealed, 
and  the  portico  in  consequence  totally  disfigured, 
perhaps  the  whole  owes  its  preservation  to  the  pious 
act  of  Urban  VIII.  As  early  as  the  year  22^J-30, 
it  is  said,  a  canonised  pope  had  an  oratory  under- 
neath  it  which  lay  concealed  for  fourteen  centuries, 
until  his  remote  successor  reduced  the  building  to 
its  present  form  and  dedicated  it  to  S.  Urban.** 
As  an  ancient  temple  we  have  to  choose  out  of  three 
titles,  all  equally  destitute  of  classical  authority, 
—  the  Muses,  Honour  and  Virtue,  Bacchus,  The 
first  of  these  names  was  adopted  by  the  antiquaries 
of  the  sixteenth  centurj-,  upon  the  mere  supposition 
of  this  lUstrict  being  consecrated  to  the  Muses*: 
but  xs  the  "  --Edes  Camaenarum  "  is  found  within 
the  first  region,  this  was  not  the  temples  of  the 


»3  See  Deteryiiitm  tftJke  (Ttreuij  ^r. 

a*  Vide  Homa  SttAkwrntiOy  torn,  u  p.  453.  and  488.  edit.  Rom, 
1651.  The  authority  for  these  remote  traditions  is  generally 
flbbuned  from  the  «  Acta  >TartyTum."  a  MS.  which  is  in  the 
pope's  good  keeping.  The  subterraneous  room,  which  the  saint 
ts  said  to  have  used,  is  to  be  seen  beneath  the  altar,  and  has 
been  painted  with  some  grotest^ue  figures,  and  injscribed  with 
the  letters  S.  VRBA>r^\S- 

^  Panvinio  seems  to  have  given  the  watch-word  for  this  the- 
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Muses,  or  the  regioiiaries  must  be  abandoned.  The 
second  title  rests  upon  the  opinion  of  Piranesi, 
supported  by  tlic  feeble  authority  of  a  bas-relief  in 
tlie  middle  of  the  vaulted  root\  which  represents 
two  persons  in  tlie  act  of  sacrificing  with  uncovered 
heads,  a  ceremony  observed  in  tlie  service  of  tlie 
deities  Honour  and  Virtue.''*'  The  same  argument 
would  prove  the  temple  to  have  been  dedicated  to 
Saturn  or  to  Hercules  "s  in  wliose  worship  a  similar 
ceremony  was  observed.  The  Vicus,  or  street 
called  Honour  and  Virtue,  which  is  found  in  the 
first  region,  might  indeed  lead  to  the  temple  of  that 
name ;  but  the  circumstance  rather  diminishes  from 
than  adds  authority  to  the  opinion  of  the  aitist : 
but  when  we  are  informed  by  Livy  tliat  M.  Mar- 
cellus  dedicated  a  temple  to  Honour  and  Virtue 
near  the  Porta  Capena^,  this  is  at  once  decisive, 
for  we  are  now  three  miles  from  tlie  ancient  site  of 
that  gate.     The  "  temple  of  Bacchus  "  rests  upon 


ory :  "  Item  lucus  Egerlte  quern  Cania;nis  Nunia  sacravit.'*  — 
Vide  Onuph.  Patwinh  Urh.  Rom.  Descrip,  lib.  i,  p.  11.;  aJso 
Narditiij  lioma  A/iiica,  torn-  i.  p.lCl. 

^^  Vide  Plutarch,  in  Qtuest.  Pom,  xili. 

®^  Vide  MacrobiuSy  Satumai.  lib.  i.  cap.  10.  and  lib.  iJi.  cap.  6. 

*•*  Tliut  the  temple  of  Honour  and  Virtue  "  was  a  double 
temple,  like  that  of  Venus  and  Home"  near  the  Colosseum,  is 
mo8t  probable.  There  were  also  such  temples  among  the 
Greeks  —  w^^;  ti  UaXXaSo^  5m>or;  Naor^  (SopkocJeSj  (Edipus  Ty- 
ranntiSy  v.  20.)  ;  but  thia  fact  is  not  so  clearly  deduced  from  the 
words  of  Livy.  Marceltus  ihe  elder  could  not  obtain  leave  from 
the  pontiffs  to  dedicate  a  temple  to  two  divinities;  and  that  which 
the  son  dedicated  was  only  the  temple  of  Virtue,  The  con- 
clusion rather  rests  upon  the  authority  of  LSymmachus,  whom 
Nardini  has  quoted.  Vide  Pom.  Antioa,  tom.  i.  p.  150.  and 
Signor  Nihbys  iiote(\,)\  but  compare  Liv,  Kb.xxiii.  cap.  25. 
and  lib.  xxix.  cap.  12. 
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the  autliority  of  a  marble  altar,  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  portico,  or  entrance  of  the  church.  Upon  this 
altar  may  be  read  an  inscription  to  Bacchus,  made 
under  the  priesthood  of  a  certain  Apronianust*®  If 
the  altar  was  found  on  or  even  near  tlie  spot,  we 
should  have  the  satisfaction  of  one  of  the  best 
proofs  that  can  be  afforded  to  authenticate  a  ruin  j 
but  vestiges  of  other  temples  have  been  discovered 
in  this  place^  and  who  shall  say  the  altar  of  Bac- 
chus did  not  belong  to  some  of  them  ?  Notwith- 
standing this  difficulty,  which  must  be  allowed  to 
be  the  slightest  of  any  yet  mentioned,  the  appear- 
ance of  an  altar,  which,  from  its  small  size,  is 
adapted  to  the  building,  bearing  a  genuine  inscrip- 
tion, and  found  at  least  in  the  neighboujiiood,  we 
can  scarcely  refuse  to  admit  the  superior  claim 
which  the  name  of  Bacchus  has  upon  this  Chris* 
tianlsed  temple.  The  ground  plan  is  ]'ectangidar, 
and  its  portico  has  been  supported  by  four  marble 
columns  of  the  Corinthian  order.  In  the  terms  of 
architecture,  this  temple  is  culled  a  "  Prostyle^****" 
from  the  circumstance  of  having  columns  only  in 
front :  it  has  been  av^cended  to  by  steps  which  are 
now  buried*  The  marble  cornice,  which  still  rests 
upon  the  columns ;  the  attic,  with  tlie  cornice  of 
brick  running  round  the  wliole,  are  tlie  work  of  an 
age  when  the  art  of  sculpture  must  have  been  in  a 


^  The  inscription  reads  thus  ;  ^ 

E2TIA!   AI0NT20T  AnPONIANOS  KPO^ANTHS. 

It  mny  also  be  added,  that  the  altar  has  stood  where  it    ow 
Btaiids  for  three  centuries  at  least. 

^^  Vide  Viirtwius  de  Architect,  \\h,  iiu  i:&]},  I ,  with  tlie  anno- 
tation of  Philander. 
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flourishing  state ;  and  not  much  later  than  the  age  of 
the  Antonines  ^^^  could  sucli  specimens  of  Uie  at  the 
produced.  The  two  bars  of  iron,  which  may  excite 
enquiry  from  tlieir  situation,  are  a  part  of  the 
repairs  made  by  Urban  VIII. 

The  interior  retains  some  of  its  ancient  stucco 
and  vestiges  of  some  bas-reliefs,  especially  the  one 
observed  by  Piranesi.  On  the  frieze  are  repre- 
sented various  implements  of  war;  and  the  vault  is 
adorned  ^vith  coffers  such  as  are  commonly  seen  in 
the  roofs  of  ancient  buildings.  The  paintings  which 
decorate  the  walls  are  of  the  eleventh  century,  and 
afford  a  curious  specimen  of  the  art  at  that  period. 
On  the  leil  of  tlie  portico  stands  the  fragment  of  a 
wall  partly  detached  from  the  temple :  some  have 
thought  to  recognise  in  it  the  remains  of  the  dwell- 
ing appropriated  for  the  redihiuSy  or  keeper  of  the 
temiile  ;  but  it  is  the  work  of  a  very  different  age, 
and  assimilates  to  the  construction  of  the  walls 
about  the  adjacent  Circus.  With  tliese  observa- 
tions, we  may  now  dismiss  an  object  wliich  a  learned 
writer  designates,  amongst  some  other  things,  as  the 
"  antiquaries'  despair  ^"-,"  and  for  which  w^e  can  find 
no  title  more  appropriate  than  the  temple  of 
Bacchus. 

At  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  this  churcli 
stands  passes  the  Almo,  and  near  its  streams  is  the 
moss-grown  grotto  where  many  a  ])ilgrim  has  in- 


*^'  The  name  of  Faustina  stamped  upon  a  brick  has  not 
escaped  the  obiservation  of  Piranesi :  it  has  even  furnished  a 
conclusion. 

»02  See  Hoblunises  Notes  on  ChiMe  Haroid,  canto  iv.  stanza 
115. 
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dulged  his  fancy.  The  fountain  of  Egeria  has, 
however,  dwindled  into  a  name;  and  since  the 
mutilated  statue  which  still  remains  within  has 
been  discovered  to  be  a  male  form,  the  classical 
nymph  has  given  place  to  the  genius  of  the  pass- 
ing stream.  This  grotto  is  now  called  in  the 
Itineraries  by  the  convenient  name  of  Nymphaeura : 
it  is  hollowed  out  of  the  hill,  and  the  main  vault  at 
once  forms  the  cave  and  supports  the  earth  above 
it.  It  is  chiefly  built  of  reticulated  work,  and  has 
been  richly  ornamented  with  marble  and  stucco. 
In  the  principal  niche  is  the  reclining  statue  alluded 
to  above,  and  which  seems  to  denote,  by  its  posture 
and  sculpture,  the  river  god.  On  each  side  of  the 
vault  are  three  niches,  making  seven  in  all,  inde- 
pendently of  the  flanking  arches,  forming  as  it  were 
the  vestibule.  A  person  heartily  disposed  to  admit 
only  the  nine  Muses  may  adjust  as  many  niches ; 
but  an  impartial  observer  wull  be  at  a  loss  how  to 
dispose  of  some  smaller  ones  which  will  still  remain 
unoccupied.  Water  continually  distils  through  the 
perforated  caves  around  it,  and  there  are  traces  of 
small  conduits  in  various  places, "'^  When  the  moss 
and  the  shrubs  drooping  over  the  arch  from  the 
turf  above  begin  to  grow  green,  and  tlic  climate 
of  spring  warms  the  Campagna  of  Home,  this 
fountain  still  attbrds  a  grateful  retreat  to  the  weary 
spectator  of  the  Via  Appia. 


i'>J  The  Abbate  Fea  has  lately  caused  an  excavation  to  be 
made  at  tins  place.  Tlie  result  shows  tliat  there  have  been 
ftraair  reservoirs  about  the  grotto ;  and,  from  tlie  number  of 
conduits,  they  may  have  been  made  for  fountains  :  but  the  grotto 
of  Egeria  seems  gradually  growing  into^the  convenient  name  of 
a  bath. 


AND   ITS    ENVIRONS. 


We  are  told  by  an  historian  tliere  was  a  grove 
which  a  fountain,  issuing  from  a  shady  grotto, 
watered  with  its  never-failing  spring.  Here  Nunia, 
unaccompanied,. used  to  resort  to  consult  lus  god- 
dess ;  and  lie  consecrated  the  grove  to  tlie  Muses, 
because  they  had  joined  their  grateful  council  with 
that  of  his  spouse  Egeria.^*^  Such  an  intercourse 
as  this,  and  such  an  enchanting  spot,  could  never 
have  been  more  than  tJie  "sweet  creation  of  some 
heart;  "  and  therefore  the  labour  of  the  antiquary 
may  seem  to  be  vain  '*^ :  for,  whatever  the  grove 
or  fountain  of  Egeria  might  originally  be,  —  in  the 
time  of  Juvenal  they  were  lost  amongst  the  miser- 
able huts  of  the  poor  despised  Jews.''^^ 

In  the  well-known  lines  we  are  now  alluding 
to  •  fthe  only  passage  ^***  remaining  on  record  to 
throw  any  light  upon  this  locality),  we  find  the 
poet  in  the  first  place   describing  the  immediate 


103  tt  Lucus  erut  quem  medium  ex  opuco  spccu  fons  perenni 
rigabat  aqud :  quo  quiu  se  per8£epe  Nunm  bine  arbitris  velut  ad 
congressuni  deae  iiiferebat.  Cama^nis  eum  lucum  sacravit,  quod 
eanmi  sibi  concilia  cum  conjuge  sua  Egeria  essent-"  —  Tit.  Liv, 
lib.  i.  cap.  21. 

*"'*   Cicero  de  LeffiiniSj  lib.  i.  sect.  1. 

iw  Or,  as  Achaintce  supposes,  tlic  Christians,  who  were  at 
that  period  frequently  confounded  with  the  Jews, 

•  See  Note  Y. 

"^i  Tlie  passage  sometimes  quoted  from  Symmachus  (lib.  L 
cpi8t.21.)  looks  sometlting  like  an  imitation  ot'.Iuvenal  —  **  Sed 
enim  propter  eas  CfantEtiaritm  religio  sacro  Joiiii  udvertitur  : " 
and  it  certainly  would  have  been  a  long  way  to  have  sent  the 
vestal  virgins  four  miles  to  fetch  water  (see  Phttorch.  in  Xttmoj 
cap.  l:t.);  and  therefore  Donatus,  with  great  gallantry,  places 
tlie  fountain  of  Egeria  at  the  foot  of  the  mount  Aventine. 
Dwmtus  dc  UrL  Horn.  lib.  iii.  cap.  13.  But,  however,  Juvenal 
is  (K)6itive  as  to  Me  sacred  grove  and  fountain  of  the  goddess 
being  at  the  Porta  Capena. 
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environs  of  the  Porta  Capena,  which  in  liis  time 
stood  near  the  southern  angle  of  the  Ca^lian  hill; 
and  he  coniplaixis  of  the  little  respect  which  the 
avarice  of  the  Romans  jjaid  to  the  hallowed  scenes 
of  antiquity.  He  then  descends  into  the  valley  of 
Egeria,  in  which  were  several  grottos,  originally 
hollowed  out  of  the  natural  tiifo,  but  then  be- 
decked with  marble  ornaments.  How  far  the 
poet  and  his  friend  might  walk  during  a  con- 
versation of  at  least  an  liour,  we  leave  antiquaries 
to  conjecture  ;  but  if  they  chose  *'  to  wander 
where  the  Muses  haunt  clear  spring  or  shady 
grove/'  the  populous  vicinity  of  the  Porta  Capena 
was  ill  adapted  for  such  a  solitude.  Why,  there- 
fore, might  not  the  valley  of  Egeria  at  that  period 
have  reached  hither  ?  and  why  should  not  this 
grotto  be  one  of  those  mentioned  by  Juvenal?  ^'^ 
It  is  true,  the  visionary  spouse  has  had  full  pos- 
session of  it  for  three  centuries ;  but  she  is  now 
fast  retracing  back  her  steps  to  the  primitive  scene 
of  her  nightly  conferences.  '^ 


**^  The  reasonableness  of  theae  conjectures  is  made  apparent 
in  the  illustrations  of  C/iifde  HaroM,  canto  iv,  stanza  1J5. ;  but 
the  "  epitaflio  "  wliicli  FluminiuB  Vacca  read  on  the  pavement 
of  Uiis  grotto  can  have  been  nothing  more  Uiart  some  modern 
inscription  written  upon  tlie  authority  o^  antiquaries,  and  who 
seem  to  have  transported  the  scene  of  Ovid's  metamorphose 
from  the  laKe  of  Nemi  to  this  valley.  See  Memorie  de  Fhminiu3 
Vacca,notQ  83.  tw  iV«rrf(«/,vol.iv.;  and  compare  Note  112.  p.  135, 

iw  Vide  Le  Mnra  di  Rama  da  A.  Aibl»/,  p.  188.  with  notes 
270.  and  271.  The  arguments  alleged  by  the  learned  professor 
in  the  place  here  referred  to  may  be  easily  adjusted  with  our 
view  of  the  subject  ;  that  will  be,  only  to  bear  in  mind  tliat,  as 
the  city  encroached  upon  Egeria  and  the  ^Tuses,  they  gradually 
retired  into  an  apt  solitude ;  and  therefore  from  the  Capena 
gate,  says  Juvenal,  "  In  vallem  Egerise  OEijCENDiMUS." 
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In  returning  towards  the  city  there  is  to  be  seen, 
on  the  right,  a  small  edifice  of  brick,  whose  ele- 
vation is  turned  towards  the  Almo.  This  object 
partakes  of  all  that  uncertainty  which  has  clouded 
our  footsteps  since  we  left  the  Appian  Way;  but 
it  is  curious  enough  to  be  put  in  mind  that  such  a 
whimsical  god  as  Rcdiculus  should  ever  have  been 
invented.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  building 
siiould  be  called  the  temple  of  the  god  Rediculus  ; 
but  there  is  some  reason  why  it  should  not.  We 
find  that  such  a  temple  existed  somewhere  on  this 
side  of  Rome,  and  was  erected  on  the  spot  where 
Hannibal,  dismayed  at  some  ominous  sight  in 
approaching  the  city,  returned  (quia  retlierit)  to 
his  camp.  •  Pliny  has  described  tlie  "  Campus 
Rediculi"  (in  which,  no  doubt,  stood  the  temple,) 
as  being  two  miles  from  the  city  on  the  Via  Appia, 
but  on  the  very  contrary  side  of  the  road  to  tliis  ^^  : 
and  comparing  the  situation  of  the  first  milestone 
on  the  Via  Appia'"*  wdth  the  words  of  Pliny,  we 
should  rather  be  induced  to  seek  for  the  plain  and 
temple  of  Rediculus  in  the  level  ground  opposite 
the  church  of  •*  Domiue  quo  vadis." 

This  elegant  little  fabric  is  much  admired,  and 
some  would  fain  believe  it  to  be  of  the  age  of  the 
republic ;  but  an  acute  observer  is  convinced 
that  so   mucli   ornament,    lavished  on  so  mean  a 


•  See  Note  Z. 

109  Alluding  to  a  procession  which  went  out  of  the  gate,  the 
author  says,  it  continued  as  far  as  thf  pile  "  qvi  constructus 
dextra  Via?  Appia?  ad  secundum  Inpidem  in  campo  Rediculi 
nppeUato  ftiit."  —  Plin.  Hist,  Nat,  lih.  jc.  cap.  4^3. 

'1''  See  the  former  {>art  of  this  Dissertation;  and  consult  the 
plan  of  the  Via  Appia. 
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design,  betrays  an  age  as  late  as  Septimius  Severus : 
its  tbnn  is  nearly  square,  and  there  is  great  variety 
in  its  construction,"'  The  small  brick  columns  on 
the  southern  side  are  octagonal,  but  the  contiguous 
and  corresponding  sides  are  supported  by  pihisters. 
The  columns  and  pilasters  are  made  of  a  dilferent- 
coloured  brick,  to  contrast  more  strikingly  with 
•=thc  wall  itself.  Most  of  tlic  ornaments  still  remain 
sufficiently  well  preserved  to  testify  their  original 
elegance  :  tlie  entrance  has  been  towards  the  Via 
Latina,  or  the  west,  as  appears  from  the  vestiges 

if  a  doorway,  and  the  position  of  the  small  win- 
dows  on  each  side  of  it.  The  basement  of  the 
portico  is  partly  remaining,  which  shows  it  was 

Lscended  to  by  steps,  and  has  been  a  **  prostyle." 
le  interior  exhibits  one  simple  square  room,  with 
small  windows  disposed  around  it:  underneath 
are  some  vaults,  which  now  serve  for  stalls  for 
cattle.  There  is  a  rage  for  calling  all  unknown 
ruinsy  especially  when  situated  within  the  precincts 
of  an  ancient  road,  by  the  convenient  name  of 
tombs  :  but,  in  every  respect,  this  appears  to  have 
been  a  temple.  It  is  similarly  situated,  with  regard 
to  an  ancient  road,  to  those  "  asdicolae"  we 
have  already  seen  near  tlie  Osteria  dei  Pupazzi, 
and  to  another  existing  at  the  Tor  do*  Schiavi. 
'These  small  temples,  or  chapels,  might  serve  as 
places  of  devotional  exercise  for  those  passing  and 
repassing  to  the  city. 


Ill  For  this  object,  as  well  as  the  temple  of  Bacchus,  Pira- 
nesi's  engravings  may  be  consulted,  and  the  still  more  accurate 
details  and  plans  of  Uggeri  (Gio.  PiUores^  voLiii.);  also  Guat- 
tani  {Roma  descrittay  vol.  ii.  p.  •J-l-.). 
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In  the  course  of  this  Dissertation,  we  have  had 
someexamples  of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in 
a  rational  study  of  Roman  antiquities ;  and  we  have 
rather  endeavoured  to  divest  the  subject  of  ground- 
less theories  than  to  establish  others  equally  desti- 
tute of  foundation.  It  may,  therefore,  have  been 
requently  obsened,  that  where  the  evidence  care- 
fiilly  collected  from  its  source  has  not  been  coii- 
chisive,  or  might  liave  furnished  a  conclusion 
accorchng  to  any  one's  fancy,  we  have  abstained 
from  pronouncing  an  opinion  with  that  authority 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  those  capable  of  discerning  our 
pretensions,  would  only  have  thrown  ridicule  on  our 
labours,  and  perhaps  have  led  those  less  qualified  to 
investigate  such  evidence  into  error  and  delusion : 
but  when  the  nature  of  the  subject  has  been 
fairly  stated,  and  classical  recollections  have  been 
awakened,  it  would  be  difficult  not  to  indulge 
occasionally  in  tlieory  and  imagination.  Here, 
therefore,  the  tlioughts  may  wander  from  the  aerial 
beings  of  the  poets  to  the  heroes  whom  the  histo- 
rian and  the  sepulchral  monument  have  saved  from 
obhvion — from  Egeria  and  the  Muses  who  fled 
from  hence  to  yon  dark  blue  hills  of  Albano  "^  on 


US  «  Deflev^re  Nuraam.    Nam  conjux,  urbe  relicta, 
Vallis  Aricinffi  densis  latet  abtlita  sylvis  ; 
Sacraque  Orestea;  geniitu  qua'stuquu  Dianse 
Impedit.     All  I  quoties  Nympliae  nemorisque  lucusque 
Ne  faceret,  mouufire  I  *'  &c. 


Non  taraen  Egeria;  luctus  aliena  levare 
Damna  valent:  montisqucjacens  radicibus  imis 
Liquitur  in  lacryrnas  :  donee  pietate  dolentis 
Mota,  soror  Phccbi  gelldum  de  corpore  fontem 
Fecit,  et  aeternas  artus  tenuavit  in  undas." 

Ot*iV/.  Mttamorph.  xv.  487. 
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the  wings  of  iancy,  to  the  tombs  of  the  Scipios  and 
the  Servilii ;  and  in  returning  to  the  site  of  the 
ancient  Porta  Capena,  we  may  speculate  upon  the 
generations  yet  to  come  through  which  shall  en- 
dure the  monuments  of  the  Appian  Way. 
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DISSERTATION  THE  FOURTH: 

COMPRISIKO   REOIO  XIX.   CAtLSD  PISCINA   PUBLICAy  AND 
RSOIO  II.  CALLBD  C£LIMONTANA« 


"  Non  hi«  juTentut  orta  purentibiu 
lafedt  aoquor  sBnguine  Punico.'* 

Horn.  Cakm.  lib.  iu.  ode  vi. 


It  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  moral  philo- 
sopher, that  luxury,  **  as  it  supplies  employment 
and  promotes  industry,  assists  population."  With- 
out stopping  here  to  enquire  under  what  circum- 
stances such  an  end  is  desirable,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  luxury,  in  most  cases,  gradually  undermines 
the  foundations  of  national  greatness.  If,  indeed, 
it  were  possible  to  confine  a  disease  within  pre- 
scribed limits,  the  theory  that  wealth  is  most  easily 
distributed  by  luxury  might  be  established;  but 
we  have  now  before  us  the  example  of  a  mighty 
empire,  which  teaches  mankind  a,  different  lesson. 
The  ease  and  indulgence  in  which  the  senator 
lived  soon  prevailed  in  the  camp  and  in  the  city, 
and  promoted  inglorious  repose  instead  of  indus- 
try' :  and  when  a  more  hardy  race  of  men  attacked 
the  enervated  citizens  of  Italy,  whose  ancestors 
would  have  blushed  to  own  themselves  vanquished. 


1  See  on  this  subject  the  ample  treatise  of  John  Meurs  de 
Luxu  Romanorum* 
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they  sunk  ignobly  before  the  arms  of  tlie  barbarian. 
But  this  degeneracy  had  ah'cady  bcgiiii  when  their 
Juvenal,  not  less  a  plnlosopher  than  a  poet,  re- 
marked, that  a  Uixury  had  invaded  the  city  more 
cruel  than  arms.-  Nothing,  perliaps,  contributed 
more  to  this  evil  than  the  baths  or  thermae,  tliose 
miglity  edifices  which  the  emperors  erected  for  the 
use  and  amusement  of  the  people  :  and  the  survey 
of  this  twelfth  region  will  help  us  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  magnificent  indolence  of  the  Roman 
people. 

The  twelfth  region  was  12,000  feet  in  ch*cumfer- 
ence,  and  extended  northward  to  the  circular  end 
of  the  Circus  Maximus  and  the  contiguous  side  of 
the  Caclian  Hill.  It  comprised  all  that  space  now 
covered  by  those  ruins  of  Caracalla^s  baths  j  and 
took  in,  no  doubt,  the  eminence  which  overlooks 
them,  and  which  is  crowned  by  the  church  of 
S.  Balbina'\  and  separated  by  a  valley  from  the 
proper  Aventine  Hill.^  In  that  valley  must  have 
been  situated  tlie  Piscina  Publica*,  which  gave 
the  name  to  this  district* 

A  piscina,  according  to  Festus,  was  a  place  ap- 


2  JuvenaL  Satyr,  vi.  291.  et  seq. 

3  Without  this  addition  it  is  impossihle  to  make  out  a  circuit 
of  12,000  feet ;  upon  which  measDremcnt  P.  Victor  and  the 
Notitia  exactly  agree.  At  the  same  time  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
define  precisely  the  respective  limits  of  the  twelfth  ami  thir- 
teenth regions. 

^  See  Dissertation  I. 

^  Defcrtur  (scilicet,  obeliscus)  in  vicum  Alexnndri  tertio 
lapide  ab  urbc  sejunctum :  unde  chamulcis  impositus^  trac- 
tusque  lenius,  per  Ostiensem  portam,  piacinamque  publicam 
Circo  illatus  est  maximo/'  —  Amnu  Marcelh  lib.  xvii.  cap.  4-. 
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pointed  for  swimming  and  sucli  like  exercises"; 
and  it  seems  that,  from  some  peculiar  advantage  of 
situation,  or  an  easy  supply  of  water,  the  public 
swimming-school  was  first  constructed  here/  In 
the  time  of  Festus,  however,  it  was  dried  uj) ;  and 
perhaps  the  road  which  aftenvards  communicated 
with  the  Poita  Ostiensis  and  the  Circus  Maximus 
passed  over  the  place  which  had  once  been  covered 
wdth  water :  but  the  circumstance  left  a  lasting 
name  to  the  region.^ 

This  twelfth  district  contained»  within  a  circuit 
of  about  two  miles,  a  great  number  of  inhabitants. 
We  find  from  P,  Victor  (for  in  Rufus  the  wliole 
region  is  wanting)  it  was  divided  into  twelve  streets, 
with  2486  insula*,  114  great  houses,  besides  a  vast 
number  of  private  baths  and  pools.  Out  of  all  these 
things,  a  tew  nameless  substructions  may,  indeed. 


4 


4 


^  "  Piscina  publicac  liodieque  nomen  nianet,  ipsa  non  extat 
ad  quam  et  natatum  et  exercitationis  atioqui  causa  veniebat  po- 
pulus;  unde  Lucilius  ait;  pro  obtuso  ore  pugH  piscinensis  res 
est."  (Pomp,  Festtts,  lib.  xiv,  in  verb.)  The  curious  reader 
may  consult  Scaliger's  explanation  of  the  proverb- 
Martial  also  inlbrms  us  of  the  use  of  the  Piscina  :  — 
"  Pisciuam  peto,  non  licet  natare." 

Epigram,  lib,  iv.  44. 

^  We  should  be  induced  to  believe,  firom  various  passages  in 
ancient  authorsj  that  there  was  abundancL'  of  water  about  the 
Porta  Capena.  We  have  already  enumerated  the  Almo,  the 
aqua  Mercurii,  the  aqua  Crabra,  all  running  near  this  quarter 
of  the  city.  The  whole  business  of  the  state  in  year  of  Kome 
537  was  carried  on  in  this  district.  "  Prtetores,  quorum  juris- 
dictio  erat,  tribumdia  ad  Piscinani  Publicain  posueruuti  eu  vadi- 
monia  fieri  jusserunt,  ibique  eo  anno  Jus  dictum  est."  —  Liv, 
xxiii.  c.  32. 

^  Compare  Notes  5.  and  6.  above. 
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be  discovered  upon  the  hill ;  yet  only  one  object 
absolutely  remains  to  lead  us  to  the  twelfth  division 
of  Rome  :  but  no  one  ever  visited  without  asto- 
nishment thnt  one  object  —  the  stupendous  ruins 
of  the  baths  of  Caracalla. 

It  may  safely  be  affirmed  that  the  Thermae^,  or 
public  baths,  began  and  ended  with  the  empire : 
the  hardy  veterans  of  the  republic  were  content  to 
bathe  themselves  in  tlie  waters  of  tlie  Tybcr,  or  to 
wash  their  limbs  in  the  cool  stream  or  fountain.  It 
is  true  that  even  Scipio  induljUfed  in  the  luxury  of 
the  bath'*;  but  his  establishment  partook  of  the 
simplicit}'  of  his  times,  and  consisted  in  a  single 
room  no  more  than  sufficient  for  the  useful  pur- 
pose :  and  if  Sergius  Orata  made  some  innovations 
in  this  respect ",  it  was  not  until  the  age  of  Au- 


M 


5  The  word  thermae,  from  ^s/j^l,  ealorcs,  might  imply  merely 
warm  bntha ;  but  the  cold  bath  also  was  necessary  to  complete 
the  establishment. 

»o  At  his  villa  at  Liternum,  which  Seneca  says  he  saw  in  nJl 
its  original  simplicity,  "  Balneolum  angustum  tenubricosum  ex 
consuetudine  antiqua,  non  vidcbatur  majorlbus  nostris  caldum 
nisi  obscurum,  ....  abluebat  corpus  laboribus  rusticis  festtuni. 
.  .  ,  .  Et  nunc  f|uis  est  qui  sic  lavari  sustineat  ?"  In  Seneca's 
time  the  people  would  have  nick-naraed  such  a  bath  as  Scipio's 
a  "  blattarium."  I  regret  that  this  epistle  of  Seneca's  is  too 
long  to  insert  in  a  note  ;  for,  in  telling  us  what  Scipio*s  bath 
was  not,  he  informs  us  what  the  others  were  :  how  ornamented, 
how  luxurious  the  common  people  had  grown.  In  short,  says 
the  philosopher,  "  Eo  deliciarum  pervenimus,  ut  nisi  gemmaa 
calcare  noluimus."  —  Seneca^  Eput,  lib.  xiii.  86. 

11  **  C.  Sergius  Orata  pensilia  balnea  primus  facere  instituit : 
qua:  impensa,  Icvibus  initiis  coepta,  ad  suspensa  calidse  aquae 
tantum  non  squora  penetravit."  —  Valerius  Maximttjt,  lib.  ix. 
cap.  1. 

This  personage  seems  to  have  invented  other  luxuries  besides 
the  bath.   "  Sergius  Grata,  qui  primus  balneas  pensilee  habuit« 
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giistus  the  baths  began  to  rise  witli  such  magni- 
ficence. Agiippa  first  taught  the  Roman  people 
this  refined  indulgence,  when  he  bequeatlied  to 
them  the  edifice  he  had  erected  for  this  purpose  in 
the  field  of  Mars,  some  remains  of  which  we  shall 
see  when  we  arrive  at  the  celebrated  Pantheon. 
The  minister  of  Augustus  was  followed  by  Nero  in 
these  great  works  ^  and  then  by  Titus,  the  ruins  of 
whose  palace  and  thermae  still  cover  a  large  space 
on  the  Esqtiiline  Hill.  We  find  also  in  the  region- 
aries,  as  well  as  in  other  ancient  writers,  that  baths 
were  constructed  by  Trajan,  Caracalla,  Diocletian, 
and  even  as  late  as  Coustantine  ;  besides  others  of 
less  n)agnitude,  which  bore  the  names  of  private 
individuals,  P.  Victor,  indeed,  enumerates  no  less 
than  sixteen  of  these  enormous  establishments  j  and 
Panvinio  has  added,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
four  more.^"  If  we  join  to  these  the  baths  of  the 
senators  and  wealthy  citizens,  the  porticos,  the 
Nympha^a,  and  other  places  of  public  resort  for 
the  amusement  of  the  people,  we  shall  no  longer 
wonder  at  the  rapid  degeneracy  of  the  warlike 
Romans.  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  the  practice  of 
bathing  was  encouraged  amongst  the  poor  by  the 
facility  with  which  it  might  be  accomplished;  for 


primus  ostrearia  in  Baiano,  locavit,  primus  optimum  saporem 
ojfrew  Lucrinis  adjudiciivit.  (Maerob,  Sat,  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.)  See 
aAsoPlhi.  Hist,  Nat.  lib.  ix.  cap.  54-.,  who  says  this  mercenary 
gourmand  lived  in  the  time  of  Crasaus,  perhaps  about  the 
656th  year  of  the  city.  TJie  pensilia  balnea  are  explained  by 
Biondo,  as  '*  sopra  terra  sospcsi,  e  cosi  in  aJto  che  st  posseva 
per  disotto  andarc  ;"  that,  in  short,  they  were  built  upon  arches 
and  had  vaulted  roofs.  Vid.  Cic,  aptid  Non,  viii.  24.j  and  RulL 
ii.  35. 

'2  Vide  Onuph,  Panvin,  Urb,  Rom,  Dcscrip,  p,  106. 
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a  person  might  bathe  for  the  smallest  piece  of 
coined  money  ,^^  In  process  of  time,  tlie  indulgence 
was  promoted  by  the  example  of  tlie  emperors 
themselves :  Hadrian  bathed  in  public  with  the 
meanest  of  the  people,  which  could  not  nuich  con- 
tribute to  tlie  dignity  of  the  empire.*  The  philo- 
sophic Antoninus  became  sensible  of  the  evil,  and 
endeavoured  to  reform  the  vices  which  these  esta- 
blishments had  introduced  :  he  forbade  the  profli- 
gate custom  of  both  sexes  bathing  together,  and 
curtailed  other  abuses  which  were  the  consequence 
of  departed  modesty.*'^  The  abandoned  Coramo- 
dus  niiglit  lament  the  severity  of  his  father's  laws  : 
he  bathed  seven  times  a  day,  and  even  took  his 
meals  in  these  public  places.^^  So  inveterate,  in- 
deed, had  the  custom  grown,  that  the  virtuous 
Alexander  Severus  bathed  publicly,  and  returned 
to  his  palace  in  his  bathing-cbess  '^ ;  and  if  the 
grave  and  virtuous  Cato  could  have  seen  the  Em- 
peror GLdlienus  amusing  himself  in  the  pubUc  baths 
with  old  men,  women,  and  children  's   he   might 


**,,..    "  Dum  tu  quadranie  lavatum 

Rex  ibis."  Horat.  Sat.  lib.i.  3. 

See  ulsu  Juv^  Sat,  vi.  446.     Little  bo^s  did  not  pay  aiiy  thing. 
Juv.  Sat.  vi.  446. 

•  See  Note  A  A. 

!•*  Vide  Jul,  CapiioUn.  in  vita  M.  Antonin.  Phtloioph,  cap.  23- 

'*  I  have  not  exaggerated  the  biographer's  account.  "  Lava* 
bat  per  diem  septiea  atque  octies,  et  in  ipsis  balneis  edebat," 
Vide  ^liwn  Lamprid.  in  vii.  Ccmmiod.  cap.  2. 

J**  See  Lampridius  in  the  life  of  Alexmider  Severus^  cap.  42., 
the  whole  of  which  will  afford  the  reader  much  amusement  and 
information, 

'7  "  Lavit  ad  diem,"  says  Trebellius  Pollio  of  this  proHigate, 
"  septimo  fieatate,  vel  sexto  hieme,  vel  secundo,  vel  tertio.  .    •  . 
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have  sighed  for  lack  of  the  \irtues  even  of  an  An- 
»ny  or  a  Caesar.  It  was  not,  liowever,  altogether 
for  this  sordid  purpose  that  these  magnificent  struc- 
^tures  were  raised  :  at  the  Tlierma*  the  poet  recited 
lis  verses,  the  orator  pronounced  his  declamations, 
'tlie  philosopher  had  his  audience,  and  the  artist  his 
[crowds  of  admirers.  There  were  rooms  set  apart 
Tor  athletic  exercises  of  every  description  ;  walks-, 
shaded  with  trees,  to  imitate  the  bowers  of  the 
Grecian  academy ;  spacious  areas,  where  thousand*^ 
of  spectators  beheld  the  youthful  sports  ;  besides 
the  libraries,  the  exhedrse,  the  vestibides,  and  other] 
places,  decorated  with  the  finest  objects  of  art  and 
the  most  costly  materials  ;  fountains  adorned  with 
statues  and  precious  marbles.^"  But,  to  come  more 
particularly  to  the  ruins  we  are  now  about  to  ex- 
amine, it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to 
state  the  short  account  which  may  be  gatliered, 
from  ancient  writers,  of  this  work  of  Caracaila. 

The  son  of  Severus  lefl  Rome  about  a  year  aflterj 
the  murder  of  his  brother,  and  he  never  returned^ 

it     As  that  event  took  place  in  the  year  f212> 
we  may  conclude  the  baths  were  begun  not  lat< 
than  that  period.*  An  historian  has  celebrated  the] 


Pracfecti  ct  magistri  oiniiium  oHiciorum  acUiibcbantur  convlviis  et 
natationibus ;  lavabant  etiam  simul  curaprincipe.  Adiiuttebantur 
sffipeetiam  mulieres  cum  ipso  pulchrac  et  pue^lse,  cum  illia  anus 
deformes  ;  et  jocari  se  dicebat  cum  orbem  terrarum  uwdique  per- 
didisset." —  TixM,  PoUio  de  Gaflien.  dnob.  cap.  17- 

J9  Guattini  thinks  that  the  Thuillcriea  at   Paris,  tlie  Vill»., 
Heale  at  Naples,  the  Flora  at  Palermo^  may  be  put  in  some 
comparison  with  this  wonderful  fabric  ;  but  how  he  would  com- 
pare **  Foxal  di  Londra"  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

*  See  Note  B  B. 


144 


THE   BATHS   OF   CARACALLA 


DISS.  IV. 


magnificence  of  this  structure,  and  given  some  de- 
scription of  the  principal  room,  called  the  Cella 
Solearis :  it  was  the  wonder  of  the  architects  of 
Spartian*3  time,  and  they  dechired  that  not  any 
thing  could  ever  again  be  made  Hke  it."'**  It  was 
overlaid  with  cancellated  work  of  brass  or  copper, 
which,  from  the  resemblance  to  the  lacing  of  a 
sandal,  is  supposed  to  have  given  the  room  its  de- 
signation. It  seems  that  Caracalla  left  the  work 
incomplete ;  for  we  find  in  Lamj)ridius  that  his 
successor,  Heliogabalus,  added  the  porticos  which 
were  wanting-'  ;  and,  finally,  Alexander  Severus 
finished  the  mighty  undertaking.^  Eutropius  and 
Aurelius  Victor  respectively  glance  at  the  baths, 
without  offering  any  account  or  description  of 
thcm^;  and,  finally,  we  are  told  by  Olympiodorus 
that  they  contained,  for  the  use  of  the  bathers. 


2t  "  Opera  llomae  reliqutt  thermas  nominis  sui  [».  c.  Thermae 
Antoninianae]  exiniias.  quarum  cellam  solearem  architect!  ne- 
gant  posse  ulla  imitatione  qua  facta  est  fieri;  nana  et  ex  a;re 
vel  cupro  cancelli  super  positi  esse  dicuntur,  quibus  cameratis 
tota  concredita  est,  ct  tantum  est  spatium  ut  id  ipsum  fieri 
negent  potuisse  docti  mechanici/'  —  Spartiatu  in  M^  AureL 
Caraca/L  cap.  ix. 

31  *'  Et  lavacruni  quidem  Antonini  Caracallae  dedicaverat  et 
lavando  et  populum  adniittcndo,  sed  porticus  defuerant,  quae 
postea  ab  hoc  sub  dicto  Antonino  extructa;  sunt  et  ab  Alex- 
andro  perfectac." — ^livs  Lampridius  in  Ant.  Heliogab,  cap.  xviL 

22  <'  Antonini  CaracallBe  thermas  additis  sortitionibus  pertecit 
et  ornavit."  — Ibid,  in  Alex.  Sever,  cap.  xxv. 

*^  The  ancient  authors  seem  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express 
the  magnificence  of  these  baths,  although  they  give  no  descrip- 
tion of  them.  "  Opus  RomeE  effret/ium  fecit  lavacri  quae  Anto- 
ninianae appelluntur."  —  Eutiopixt^  in  CarficalL  de  liotn.  Her. 
lib.  viii.  Spartian  also  calls  them  (in  vit.  Sever,  cap.  xxL) 
**  thermos  nitignijicentismnwi" 
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1600  seats  of  polished  marble,^"*  From  these  scanty- 
accounts  of  ancient  autliors,  we  may  pass  to  the 
indefatigable  antiquaries  and  arcliitects  of  modern 
times  ^\  and  finally  to  the  late  exca\'ations^, 
which  have  corrected  many  erroneous  conjectures, 
and  at  the  same  time  enabled  us  to  distribute 
with  greater  certainty  the  various  uses  for  which 
the  edifice  was  designed. 

It  w^as  observ'ed  by  Piranesi  ^,  that  alt  the 
therrafiB  at  Rome  were  made  uniform  in  the  dis- 
position of  their  parts,  and  in  their  situation  with 
regard  to  aspect:  the  distribution  of  the  uses  are 
also  the  same,  and  they  vary  but  little  in  the  ge- 
neral form  or  outline  ;  so  that  the  remains  of  one 
may  frequently  be  apphed  to  supply  the  defects  of 
another.^     -* 


4 


(YfU  Sir^ao-t'b;. —  Ofymjnudorus  in  Bibliothec.  Photii,  p.  114-. 
,Edit.  August.  Vindeltc.  1601. 

21*  See  Memoriejter  (e  belle  Arti  dd,  1786,  p.  242.,  for  a  plan 
produced  from  a  Sienese  MS.  which  was  made  by  Saiigallo  ;  but 
Serlio  published  the  first  plan.  Vide  Opera,  S^-e.  lib.  iii.  p.  88. 
Palludiu  the  second,  with  some  additions  and  vuriations ;  Terme, 
lav.  ix,  X. ;  Piraftesi,  Antichita  dt  Roma,  torn.  i.  tav.  60. ;  and  of 
the  present  age,  Guattani,  Uggeri,  Piroli, 

2*  These  excavations  were  nmde  chiefly  in  the  spring  of 
1826,  by  the  Count  Velo  of  VincGn?,a,  who  generously  untk^took 
them  at  his  own  expense.  Monsieur  iilouet,  of  the  Royal 
French  Academy  at  Uonie,  has  made  a  new  plan  of  the  whole, 
with  several  elevations  upon  a  large  scale,  and  which  are  well 
worthy  of  attention,  The  plan  we  now  offer  was  subsequently 
made  by  Jose|)li  Pardini. 

2'  Pirafiejsff  toni.  i.  tav.  4-0. 

w  Compare  the  plan  of  Diocletian's  batlis  in  Dissert.  VIII, 

VOL.  I,  L 
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Tlie  baths  of  Caracalla,  comprising  the  out- 
works, were  one  mile  in  circumference.  Under- 
neath the  extensive  compartments,  to  whicli  tlie 
small  room  marked  thus  (*)  gives  im  mediate  access, 
are  the  substructions  and  cellarage  of  the  building, 
and  not,  as  Piranesi  and  others  supposed,  the 
ground  floor,  or  first  story  interred,  in  which  were 
the  baths!  The  first  story,  properly  so  called, 
consists  in  what  is  now  visible.  There  was,  indeed, 
a  second  or  upper  story,  destined  probably  for 
the  numerous  slaves  and  attendants  employed  about 
the  establishment ;  but  of  it  little  more  remains 
than  sufficient  to  indicate  the  fact.  The  principal 
design  of  the  whole  building,  therefore,  is  evi- 
dently to  be  traced,  which  we  now  proceed  to 
illustrate  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  annexed  plan, 
—  beginning  with  the  outworks  towards  the  V^ia 
Appia, 


J 


I 


A.  Magixificent  portico,  forming  the  prospect  towards 

the  Via  Nova,  or  new  street,  made  by  Caracalla : 
the  access  to  this  part  of  the  ruins  is  by  a  vineyard 
joining  the  public  road* 

B.  Separate  bathing-rooms,  probably  destined  for  the 

use  of  the  common  people. 

C.  Anti-rooms  for  the  bathers  to  undress  in,  called,  in 

a  more  dignified  situation,  "  Apodyteria." 
D<  Small  staircases  for  ascending  to  the  platform  :  half- 
way up  those  steps  are  traces  of  something  like 
receptacles  or  caldrons  for  heating  water.  A 
conjecture. 
E.  principal  staircases  for  ascending  to  the  said  plat"- 
form. 
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Walls  called  Xi^sia  -^5  probably  planted  with  jjlanc- 
treesj  and  where  the  coniiuon  people  liad  perniis- 
sion  to  go  as  far,  perhaps,  as  tlie  small  compart- 
ments extended  to. 
Eredra,  in  which  there  were  seats,  and  where  philo- 
sophers held  their  conversations. 
Htfjxethra;'^'^^  or  passages  open  to  the  air,  commu- 
nicating with 

K.  Tlie  Palcestr^,  ^^ 

I.    Vestibules. 

i-     Staircases  conducting  to  the  level  of  the  main  plat- 
fbrra, 

j.     Triciinia^-,    or    retiring-rooms  for   taking   refresh- 
ments, &c. 

k.   Small  staircases  for  descending  to  the  cellarage  of 
the  T/ierr/up. 

L.  Philosophers'  schools   or   academies,   where  public 
lectures  were  delivered. 

M.  Ambulacra^    or     piazzas,     formed     not    unlike    the 
cloisters  of  nn  abbey  or  monastery, 

N.  Hyp(Cthr(V.  The  whole  of  these  circular  outworks, 
or  hemycyclia,  may  be  collectively  called  the  por- 
ticos, and  perhaps  were  those  made  by  Ilelioga- 
balus. 
O.  andP.  Rooms  destined  for  the  attendants  or  "  bal- 
neatores:"  (he  former,  O.,  have  two  stories;  and 
in  the  thickness  of  the  walls  are  cut  staircases  for 
ascending  to  the  top   of  the  building ;  and  from 


4 


Vtf  «  Faciundtt  nutem  xysta  sic  videntur,  ut  sint  inter  duas 
porticus  sylvfE  aut  platanonos,  et  in  hia  perticlantur  inter  aibores 
ambulationes,  ibique  ex  opere  signino  stationes.'* —  VitrKvitu  de 
Architect,  hb.  v,  cap.  1 1 . 

30  .(  Proxinic  autem  xystiim  et  duplicem  porticum  designentur 
h|p{cthnr  ambulutirtiieK,  in  cjuas  per  hyemcm  ex  xyisto  screno 
CodIo  athletac  protkuntes  excrcoutur."  —  Vitntt'tus,  ibid, 

*'  **  In  Palffistris  peristyliu  quadruta  sive  oblouga."  —  Ibid- 

^  Vide  Plin.  EpisL  lib.  v,  6. 
L   4 
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the  others,  P.,  are  steps  in  the  angular  parts  for 
ascending  to  the  great  reservoir. 

Q.  Tlie  grand  Xystus^  or  Arena^  into  which  the  youth 
came  forward  from  the  surroundmg  schools  and 
apartments,  to  exhibit  before  their  friends  sitting  in 

R.  The  Theatridium.  In  one  of  the  vineyards  which 
now  occupy  the  site  of  this  Xystus  was  recently 
discovered  a  group  of  small  columns  laid  prostrate, 
and  apparently,  if  restored  to  their  original  base- 
ments, would  form  a  circular  temple.  At  the  same 
time  was  found  a  little  bronze  statue  of  propor- 
tionate dimensions,  which  has  disappeared*  The 
position  of  this  object  was  such  in  the  Arena  as  to 
require,  for  uniformity's  sake,  another  correspond- 
ing ;  and  thus  they  might  have  served  as  Metae  in 
the  foot-races  which  took  place  in  front  of  the 
Theatridium.  We.  conceive  the  plebeians  were 
excluded  from  this  part  of  the  Thermse, 

S.   Large  reservoirs  with  upper  stories. 

T,  The  aqueduct  which  conveyed  water  for  supplying 
the  whole  establishment. 

U.  The  cistern,  or  the  Piscina  lAinaria^  where  the  water 
was  first  received  and  purged  before  it  passed  into 
the  reservoir. 

V.  The  canal  by  which  the  water  was  conducted  from 
the  said  cistern  to  the  reservoir,  by  the  outlet  v  v, 
and  agaiQ  distributed  from  the  emissaries  x  x  for 
the  final  use  of  the  baths. 

We  now  come  to  the  internal  arrangement    \ 

X.  Principal  entrances. 

Y.  The  two  vestibules,  or  side-rooms,  belonging  to  the 

large  "  Natatio."  (See  E'.) 
Z.   Apodyteria^  or  undressing-rooms,  whence  the  clothes 

were  taken  into. 
A'  The  rooms  where  the  capsarii  took  charge  of  them. 

The  inferior  ornaments  which  these  small  apart- 
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ments  have  bad,  and  the  staircase  (a)  for  ascending 
to  the  top,  are  proofe  that  the  menial  train  occu- 
pied them ;  as  also, 
B'  C  Rooms  where  the  Alipta  anointed  the  bathers^ 
or  the  Ufiguentarii  perfumed  them:  hence  the 
rooms  were  called  Unctaria.  And  as  those  marked 
C  were  near  the  adjoining  Peristyles  (see  V),  the 
wrestlers  might  repair  thither  to  use  oil  and  powder 
for  sprinkling,  which  constituted  the  rooms  called 
Qmnistmtan  and  EkeothertumJ^^ 

D'  Diata,  L  e.  refreshing-rooms,  or  for  conversation 
after  the  process  of  bathing,  &c. 

E'  The  Natatioj  or  Piscina^  or  Frigidarmm ;  that  is, 
the  place  appointed  for  cold  bathing.  This  com- 
partment was  supported  by  four  immense  columns 
on  each  side,  and  separated  from  the  two  retiring- 
rooms,  Y,  by  other  columns  of  less  magnitude. 
Some  idea  might  be  formed  of  the  real  depth  of 
this  reservoir  during  the  late  excavations,  which 
showed  it  to  have  been  much  below  the  level  of 
the  surrounding  rooms.  From  this  Piscina  the 
baths  <^  the  plebeians  towards  the  Via  Appia  below 
were  probably  supplied  with  water. 

P'  The  great  room  called  the  Cella  Tepidaria^  with  the 
warm  baths,  or  Tepidariat  in  the  four  recesses. 

G'  These  basins,  with  two  columns  marked  before  each, 
are  several  feet  deep,  with  steps  for  descending  into 
them :  in  one  may  still  be  observed  evident  traces 
of  die  conduits.  Some  of  the  marble  coating  still  re- 
mains on  the  wall,  and  even  some  of  the  flooring, 
which  is  not  tesselated  like  the  rest,  but  plain, 
adapted  for  the  pavement  of  a  bath.  In  the  centre 
of  the  sides  of  this  Cella  Tepidaria  were  two 
recesses,  which  contained   two  immense  circular 


**  Compare  Plin,  EpisL  vi.  lib.  v.,  Vitruv^  lib.  v.  cap.  11.,  and 
Ovid,  Metamorph,  ix.  36. 

L  y 
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basins,  in  which  they  could  bathe.  This  was  the 
Baptisterium^  meaning  a  cold  bath,  but  difierently 
taken  to  that  in  the  Natatio.  This  central  room, 
taken  independent  of  the  recesses  for  baths,  was 
comprehended  under  the  name  of  Spkaristerium  ^^, 
where  there  was  ample  space  for  carrying  on  va- 
rious bodily  exercises.  It  was  also  supported  by 
eight  immense  columns,  like  the  Frigidarium,  and 
has  been  highly  ornamented  at  each  end. 

H'  Were  two  dependent  rooms,  which,  with  the  one 
just  described,  occupied  a  space  of  300  feet  by  100. 
Taken  thus  in  its  whole  extent,  it  may  be  called 
the  Pinocotheca  ®*  —  a  place  where  works  of  art  were 
exhibited.  Under  the  same  denomination  comes 
the  adjoining  division. 

r  Which  was,  perhaps,  a  Tepidarium  for  the  women. 
From  the  Cella  Tepidaria  they  passed  to 

y    The  Calidarium  :  as  also  the  women  to 

K'  The  Calidaria  Midiebria^  which,  according  to  Vitru- 
vius,  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  same  quarter  as  the 
**  Virilia,"  or  those  of  the  men,  so  that  the  same 
stove-room,  or  Hypocaustum,  might  serve  for 
both'*^;  in  which  case 

IJ  Were  the  Vestiaria,  where  the  habiliments,  whether 
used  by  men  or  women,  were  kept;  and  the  same 
rooms  are  conveniently  situated  for  retiring  to 
after  the  hot  bath. 

M'  May  be  considered  as  the  Ephehiwm^  where 
the  youth  were  taught  their  exercises ;  from  thence 
they  passed  into 

N'  A  compartment  open  to  the  air,  where  they  took 
their  lessons  in  fair  weather. 

Q'  The  passages  of  communication,  answering  to  the 
"  Concamerata  Sudatio  "  of  Vitruvius,  leading  to 

^  Vide  Plin,  epist.  vi.  lib.  v. 
^*  Vide  F«<rM«.  lib.vi.  cap.  5. 
•'"  77>?W.  lib.v.  cap.  10. 
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R'  The  *'  Sudatorium^**  or  sweating-room.  It  ought, 
according  to  the  same  writer  ^',  to  be  joined  with 
the  Tepidaritwi  and  the  Laconicum^  or  stove,  which, 
situated  in  some  part  of  it,  communicated  heat  to 
the  whole. 

S'  Reservoirs. 

T'  Compartments  and  courts  for  the  general  service  of 
the  Thermae,  which,  from  the  constiniction,  evi- 
dently served  for  heating  the  water  to  be  distributed 
among  the  adjacent  rooms.  Underneath  those 
nearest  to  the^Calidarium  was  situated  the  Hypo-^ 
caustum* 

V.  Large  open  Peristyles,  in  which  were  performed 
the  athletic  contests,  as  the  mosaic  pavement  dis- 
covered in  1826  seemed  to  indicate;  for  In  the 
semicircular  recesses  (Hemicyclia)  P.,  separated  by 
tibe  portico  O,  were  represented  full  figures  of 
«  Athletae,"  "  Discobuli,"  &c.  A  few  had  their 
names  written  over  them,  as  lOBIANVS.  Some 
of  them  had  wreaths  in  their  hands,  others  palm 
branches.  The  lateral  compartments  belonging  to 
the  Peristyles  had  also  mosaic  flooring,  but  of 
another  pattern ;  the  rectangular  spaces  surrounded 
by  columns  had  also  a  tesselated  pavement.  The 
Hemicyclia  might  possibly  be  used  for  philosophical 
assemblies,  and  Sox  distributing  the  prizes  to  the 
Athletae. 

V  These  retiring  rooms  were  probably  Ephebia,  for 
the  immediate  convenience  of  tlie  Perist^'les,  called 
also  Palaestrae. 

X'  Lateral  entrances,  which  in  modern  terms  might  be 
named  porters'  lodges. 

b  Apertures  by  which  the  subterraneous  apartments 
received  light. 

p.  Small  stairs  for  ascending  to  the  tribunals  and  the 
terraces. 

""  Vide  Vitruv.  lib.  v.  cap.  10. 
L   ^ 
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y.  Small  stairs  for  ascending  to  the  upper  parts  above 

the  Mount  Avcntine. 
z.  Idem,  conductmg  to  the  upper  terraces,  by  one  of 

which  the  ascent  iit  present  is  still  practicable, 
r.  Idem,  for  going  down  to  the  subterraneous  parts- 
It  will  be  noticed,  that  the  places  supplied  in  our 
plan  are  delineated  in  lighter  tints;  all  that  appears  in 
black  lines  remains. 

One  of  the  three  rooms  marked  E",  F,  J'  must  be 
the  celebrated  Cella  Solearis,  which  we  conceive  was 
neither  so  called  from  its  copper  roof,  worked  like  a 
laced  sandal  (solea),  nor  from  its  royal  privilege  of 
having  a  throne  in  it  (solium),  but  because  it  received. 
a  great  part  of  its  heat  from  the  sun  (sol);  being  exposed 
to  a  southern  aspect  for  that  purpose,  according  to  the 
precepts  of  Vitruvius,  and  left  oj>eu  at  the  top.  Under 
these  circumslancesj  we  suppose  the  round  room  J'  to 
have  been  the  "  Cella  Solearis"  (vel)  "  SoHai'is;"  for 
there  are  many  things  connected  with  the  form  and 
position  of  that  room  to  give  it  such  pre-eminence  which 
the  other  two,  and  above  all  the  Natatioj  cannot  have. 


A  written  description  of  these  immense  masses 
of  brick-work  must  necessarily  ht^  meagre  ;  and  the 
spectator  will,  with  greater  pleasure,  make  his  own 
observations  upon  the  materials  therein  employed. 
We  shall  merely  direct  his  attention  to  the  various 
fragments  of  precious  marbles  which  the  Conte 
Velo  of  Vincenza  turned  up  in  his  excavations;  to 
the  numerous  channels  in  different  parts  of  the 
building,  admirably  adapted  for  conveying  water 
from  the  roofs ;  to  the  traces  of  the  windows,  par- 
tictdarly  in  the  rooms  communicating  with  the 
Arena ;  to  the  vestiges  of  a  second  story  most 
manifest  over  the  "  Cella  Solearis."     Moreover,  a 
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person  desirous  of  increasing  his  knowledge  in  the 
progress  and  decline  of  Roman  buikling,  will  oh- 
sen'c  the  forms  of  the  bricks,  the  quantity  of  the 
cement,  and  the  disposing  of  materials,  compared 
with  the  works  of  earlier  and  later  periods;  and 
perliaps  the  most  frivolous  visitors  of  a  sight-seeing 
community  will  find  something  to  amuse  or  arrest 
their  attention  in  the  ruins  of  Caracalla*s  baths. 
Our  wonder  is  increased  at  "  the  magnificence  of 
a  coarse  ruffian,"  when  we  add  to  this  description 
the  things  that  have  formerly  been  found  in  these 
ruins; — the  celebrated  Farnese  Hercules ^^ ;  the 
Glycon  ;  the  bull,  now  in  the  museum  at  Naples; 
the  Torso  Belvedere ;  Atreus  with  the  son  of 
Thyestes  behind  Iiis  shoulders  ;  the  two  fine  urns  of 
green  and  iron-coloured  basalt,  in  the  "  Cortile" 
of  the  Vatican  Museum.^"  The  nephew  of  Paul  II L 
found  also  columns,  statues,  bas-reliefs.  licsides 
smaller  objects,  as  cameos,  intaglios,  small  statues 
of  metal,  medals,  lamps,  &c.,  he  found  the  Flora, 
and  the  two  gladiators,  together  with  a  quantity 
of  busts ;  the  two  large  granite  basins  now  in  the 
Piazza  Farnese^^  and  the  granite  column  at  Flo- 
rence already  mentioned.  In  more  recent  times 
were  found  some  large  tiles,  with  very  elegant  bas- 
reliefs  upon  them,  in  some  of  which  Venuti  ob- 
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**  Tlie  head  of  this  Hercules  was  found  in  a  well  in  the 
Trastevere,  and  the  legs  near  Frattodue  under  Marino.  See 
Barthemefy^  Mem,  No.  77. 

*^  See  also  Aldrovaiidif  Memor,  No.  1^  19.  31.,  and  FeOf 
Miacellan.  p.  QB*  note  (d). 

^"  See  Flaminiu^  Vitcca^  Memor.  No.  23.  corrected  by  Nar- 
dini's  editor,  and  the  remarks  In  consequence.  Nardiniy  torn.  iv. 
J).  13.  note  6. 
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served  triumphal  arches,  represented  with  trophies 
and  quadriga^  the  deities  of  the  capitol,  &c.  '^^  With 
this  enumeration,  which  perhaps  comprehends  but 
a  fraction  of  the  original  decorations,  we  leave 
this  mighty  monument  of  Roman  grandeur. 

Were  it  only  fur  obtaining  one  of  the  most  pic- 
tui'esque  views  which  Home  aflbrds  of  her  ruins, 
we  sliould  ascend  to  the  vineyard  behind  the  church 
of  S.  Balbina.  T!ie  lofty  walls  that  rise  about  this 
nioiUdy  sanctuary  stand  upon  a  prodigious  base- 
ment, wealing  the  appearance  of  having  once  been 
a  strong  fortress  :  it  has  been  faced  with  blocks  of 
peperine  stone,  of  which  the  best  specimen  is  seen 
at  an  angle  looking  towards  the  Palatine  hill. 
Other  ruins  lie  beneath  this  shattered  basement, 
which  have  received  the  convenient  appellation  of 
substructions :  but  there  are  vestiges  of  water- 
courses among  them,  and  other  appearances  of  a 
reservoir.  If,  after  the  Piscina  Publica  (which 
could  not  have  been  very  far  from  hence)  was 
dried  ujij  something  of  the  same  kind,  upon  a  less 
scale,  was  substituted  in  its  place,  it  is  not  impos- 
sible but  these  ruins  bearing  upon  the  valley  be- 
neath may  have  belonged  to  them.  We  shall,  in- 
deed, find  vestiges  of  buildings  at  almost  every 
step  ;  but  all  is  darkness  and  confusion.  It  could 
add  nothing  to  our  knowledge  of  ancient  Rome  to 
search  and  go  over  them  5  but  it  will  increase  our 
ideas  of  its  magnificence  to  imagine  what  all  these 
things  must  once  have  been. 

In  the  vineyard  overlooking  the  baths  of  Cara^ 
calla,  and  near  the  church  of  S.  Balbina,  was  found 


*^    Venuiif  AnticAUd  <ii  Eoma,  torn.  ii.  p.  35. 
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an  imperfect  inscription,  which  was  produced  and 
filled  up  by  Donatus.  From  this  we  gather,  that  in 
the  time  of  Trajan  a  wealthy  individual  had  here 
some  private  property,  where,  in  all  probability, 
he  had  made  his  groves  and  gardens  sacred  to  Syl- 
vanus,  the  deity  of  health.  •  A  votive  altar,  and  two 
other  inscriptions  relating  to  the  same  god,  were 
also  found  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  have 
caused  some  antiquaries  to  conjecture  that  the 
temple  of  Sylvanus,  collated  into  the  thirteenth 
r^on,  stood  upon  this  eminence.  ^  We  must  still, 
however,  maintain  this  to  be  the  twelfth  region, 
especially  as  Frontinus  seems  to  point  here  to 
the  "  horti  Asiniani,"  agreeably  to  the  record 
of  P.  Victor,  ^  The  inscription  and  the  ancient 
writers  being  compared  will  mutually  illustrate 
each  other,  and  help  us  to  conclude  that  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Aventine  region  this  hill,  in  the 
time  of  Trajan  at  least,  was  in  possession  of  a  few 
wealthy  citizens,  who  spared  no  expense  in  adorn- 
ing their  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds. 

•  See  Note  C  C. 

^  Venuti,  torn.  ii.  p.  42.,  mentions  the  inscriptions  and  votive 
altar ;  but,  to  adopt  the  words  of  Nardini,  torn.  iii.  p.  302.,  "  Che 
del  tempio  di  Silvano  dal  Vittore  nuovo  registrato  si  possa  con- 
chiudere  io  non  veggo."  Besides,  there  is  no  "  cedes  Sylvani  " 
whatever  mentioned  in  the  genuine  regionary,  nor  yet  in  the 
«  Notitia." 

^  "  Anio  Vetus  .  .  .  pervenit  in  regionem  Viae  Novae  ad 
hortos  Asinianos."  —  Frontmus  de  Aguis,  Sfc.  art  xxi.  p.  75. 
No.  1.  Edit.  Patav.  1722.  The  Via  Nova  was  the  new  street 
made  by  Caracalla  (see  Dissert.  III.)  near  his  baths.  Compare 
also  Fabrettif  de  Aquis,  Sfc*  dissert,  i.  cap.  13.  p.  30.  In  the 
twelfth  Region  P.  Victor  registers  the  "  horti  Asiniani,"  sup- 
posed to  have  originally  belonged  to  Asinius  PoUio,  of  whom 
Virgil*  Sucol.  eclog.  iv.  &c. 
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The  second  region,  called  Coelimontana,  mea- 
sured 1^2,200  feet  in  circumference,  and  scarcely 
extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Caelian  hill :  its 
confines,  therefore,  will  be  accurately  enough  ascer- 
tained by  tracing  the  outlines  of  that  hill  as  they 
have  already  been  laid  down  in  the  general  survey 
of  the  ancient  city.  In  this  district  there  were 
eight  streets,  above  3000  insulse,  and  123  houses  ; 
so  that  it  was  more  populous  than  that  of  the  Pis- 
cina Publico,  It  contained  a  proportionate  number 
of  private  baths  and  pools  ^\  and  places  of  public 
resort.  Out  of  all  the  objects  enumerated  in  the 
long  catalogues  of  Victor  and  Rufus,  it  cannot 
be  ascertauied  that  one  remains.  The  ruins  of 
the  temples  may  be  involved  in  the  materials  of 
churches;  and  vestiges  of  the  camps  and  palicstrae 
might  possibly  be  traced  in  nameless  substructions. 
The  "  regia  T.  Hostilii,"  and  the  "  Alban  man- 
sions," may  lie  concealed  in  gardens,  or  beneath 
convents ;  but  we  must  be  content  to  know  that 
such  things  once  ea^istcd  on  the  Ca^lian  hill.  We 
are  not,  however,  reduced  to  despair  because,  in 
this  instance,  the  regionaries  must  be  abantloned  j 
for  the  most  conspicuous  objects  still  remaining, 
but  not  therein  mentioned,  may  be  verified  upon 


4 


'•'*  It  is  to  be  observed  tbat  baths  and  fountains,  and  even 
temples,  wei'e  become  almost  necessary  appendages  to  every 
great  man's  house,  so  that  it  became  a  jiroverb :  —  '*  One  house 
is  a  city,  and  thousands  of  cities  make  up  Rome."  For  this, 
Olympiodorus    in  Photii  B'ibliotJtec.  p.  114.       "On    ina^oi   iSv 

o'iifAjj.ilp^^   ij^Zvvxlo  e%civ'   i^nrod^fi/xov  xai  j^optff  net]  yd»i  xeti  ftT^ya^  xdu 
E7(  hi/Mi  a^v  viXn,  ir^K  eifia  UM^la.  Tft^ci. 
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other  competent  testimony  j  and  we  shall  be  imwilU 
ing  to  pass  over  any  ruin  without  applying  as  much 
of  that  testimony  as  we  are  able,  and  as  may  serve 
to  illustrate  it. 

From  the  steps  leading  up  to  tlie  churcli  of  S. 
Gregory  is  an  imposing  view  of  the  stupendous 
ruins  of  the  palace  of  the  Caesars.  Those  arclies 
projecting  from  the  mass  towards  the  Cspliau  hill 
were  the  termination  of  an  aqueduct,  which  may 
still  be  partially  traced  for  nearly  two  miles  :  it 
began  from  the  lofty  frontispiece  of  the  Cluudian 
aqueduct  at  the  present  Porta  Maggiore,  where  its 
admirable  construction  of  brick-work  will  be  best 
seen  and  appreciated ;  and  as  a  specimen  of  work 
which  the  ancients  called  "  lateritia*^"  of  the  age 
of  Nero,  Rome  at  this  day  offers  no  parallel.  From 
the  Porta  Maggiore,  the  arches  may  be  followed  in 
continued  preservation  to  near  the  "  Santa  Scala," 
and  again  partially  across  the  Piazza  Laterano : 
they  will  be  seen  again  in  the  deserted  Via  S.  Ste- 
fano,  and  finally  m  the  Piazza  Navicella,  near 
which  place,  as  a  continued  aqueduct,  it  ended. 
But  from  the  place  where  Frontinus  says  it  thus 
ended  there  began  otiier  branches,  wliiclt  conveyed 
the  water  to  the  Palatine  and  Aventine  hills,  and 


*^  Nardini  fancies  this  iine  brick-work  was  originally  covered 
with  masonry  like  the  Claudian  aqueduct,  at  which  Fahretti  is 
jusUy  surprised,  and  inserts  this  sound  quotation :  —  "  Cum 
ergo*  film  maf^na  poteiitia,  reges.  non  contempserint  lutcritiorum 
parietum  structuras  quibus  et  vectigalibus  et  prteda  sfepius 
lieitum  fuerat,  non  modo  tuementitiu  aut  quadraCo  saxo  sed 
etiam  raarmoreo  habere,  non  puto  oportere  iniprobare  qua:  late- 
ritia  sunt  structura  facta  sedificia  dummodo  recte  sint  perfecta." 
Vide  VUruv.  de  ArcJiiteci.  lib.  vii.  cap.  8.  et  Fabretti  de  Aguis, 
Sfc,  dissert,  i.  cap.  10. 
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even  beyond  the  Tyber^'' ;  of  which  branches,  we 
presume,  the  arclies  before  us  are  the  remains  of 
one,  but  made  or  repaired  after  the  time  of  Nero- 
The  great  work  thus  described  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Neronian  arches,  doubtless  because  it 
was  first  constructed  by  Nero  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  water  to  his  golden  house  and  extensive 
gardens.  Its  original  appeUation  does  not  seem  to 
have  long  survived  the  tyrant ;  for  it  a])pears  by 
an  inscn]>tion,  which  proves  Septiniius  Severus 
repaired  the  aqueduct,  that  they  were  called  the 
Coelimontane  arches^" ;  and,  although  originally 
erected  to  gratii'y  the  pride  and  luxury  of  one  man, 
must  subsequently  have  become  one  of  the  most 
usefid  works  in  the  city.    Its  utility  alone,  perhaps, 


■^"^  Frontinus  is  the  only  authority  for  this  aqueduct ;  but  the 
follow^ing  are  precious  words  for  aiiUijuaries  ;  — 

"  Fiuiuiitur  arcus  earum  [scilicet,  Claudia;  et  Ariieiiis]  post 
Iiortos  Pulluntiaiioa  uncle  in  usum  Urbis  fistulis  deducuntur, 
piutera  tamen  sui  Claudia  prius  in  arcus  qui  vocantur  Neroniani 
ad  Bpt'tn  vottTorn  trausfert,  hi  direct!  per  CaOium  tiHmtem  juxta 
temphuri  Divi  Claudii  tcnnhiantur,  moduni  quern  uucupLTunt  aut 
circa  ipsum  nioiitem  aut  in  Palatium,  Aveiitinunu|ue  et  Kegio- 
nem  Transtiberinam  dimittunt." —  Scj^,  JuUi  Fimdm.  de  Aque- 
duct. Urh.  Rom*  Comment,  art.  xxL,  cum  notis  et  emetulat.  in 
verbis  "  hortos  Pafhnthftos"  et  hi  sentetitia  "  ipsum  montem" 

*?  This  appears  from  an  inscription  which  may  he  seen  at 
length  in  Grttter,  torn.  i.  p.  187.  "  Imp,  Cces.  L.  Septimius  Seve- 
rus," &c.  The  last  three  lines  only  are  necessary  to  be  here 
inserted :  — 

ARCVa  COELIMONTANOS  PLVHIFARIAM 
VETVSTATB  CONLAPSOS  ET  C0NRVPT08 
A    SOLO    HVA    PECVNIA    RESTITVEaVNT. 

An  ancient  document  attests  the  locality  of  the  inscription 
itself:  —  "  In  aqueductu  ante  hospitalem  Sancti  Johannis  oHm 
affixa."  —  Vide  F<thretti  de  Aquis  et  Aqrteducltbus,  dissert,  i- 
cap.  9. 
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saved  it  from  sharing  the  same  fate  as  the  over- 
grown palace  which  covered  a  great  portion  of 
three  of  the  hills  of  Rome.  This  account  of  the 
Neronian  aqueduct,  wliose  imposing  ruins  will  fre- 
quently meet  the  eye  in  making  the  circuit  of  this 
region,  will  render  any  recurrence  to  the  subject 
unnecessary,  except  some  local  observations.  ^t 

The  church  of  S.  Gregory  was  founded  afler 
his  deatli  upon  the  site  of  his  paternal  mansion,^ 
and  where  he  himself  had  previously  erected  thefl 
church  of  S.  Andrew,  and  a  monastery.'*®     Of  that 
church  there  still  remains  a  part  of  the  "  tribune" 
to  be  seen  behind  tlie  chapels,  which  contain  the  m 
celebrated  fresco  paintings-    This  ruin  bears  a  datefl 
as   early  as  597  A.  D.     Gregory  was  descended 
from  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  the  Anicii^^j  J 
and  i^  as  his  biographer  declares,  the  monasteiy  was" 
founded  upon  his  own  house,  we  may,  perhaps, 
here  recognise  the  site  of  the  Anician  palace.     A»j 
late   as  the  sixth  century  the  Anician  family  if 


^^  "  Septimum  intra  RomanEe  urbis  lucenia,  sub  honore  Sancti 
Andreae  Apostoli,  juxta  Basilicam  sanctorum  Joannis  ct  Pauli,  ad 
clivum  Scauri  mouasterium,  in  proprio  doraate  fabricavit."  — 
Vie*  S,  Greyorii  a  Joanne  DiaconOi  lib.  i.  cap.  6.  Edit.  Paris* 
'1619.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  Mr.  Gibbon  should  have 
cited  this  passage  so  different  from  the  true  reading  (see  Him 
\iary  of  the  Decline  ami  Fall,  &c.  ch.  xlv.  note  (58.),  unless,  to 
use  his  own  expression,  he  wished  "  to  raelt  down  "  the  "  pro- 
prio domate  fabricavit." 

*^  For  the  history  of  the  Anician  family,  consult  Gibbon'a 
History,  ch.  xxxi.  M,  Anicius  Gallus  was  tribune  506  U.  C, 
rThe  first  consulship  in  tlie  family  was  in  the  year  of  the  city 
'593 ;  and  for  the  genealogy  of  the  Frangipani  family,  descended 
rora  tlie  Anician,  see  Alberto  Cassio,  Memcrie  di  S.  Silvia^ 
cap.  V,  p.  43. 

N.  B.  Tlie  Forojuliensian  branch  was  surviving  in  1752* 
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mentioned  with  respect,  and  tlirougli  seven  cen- 
turies had  maintained  tlie  honour  of  nobility. "°  In 
the  time  of  Gregory,  it  is  probable,  the  riclies  of 
the  palace  had  been  taken  away  by  tfie  Goths  ;  but 
an  ample  ])atrhnony  must  liave  been  left  to  the 
saint,  to  enable  him  to  found  seven  monasteries  out 
of  his  own  resources.  One  of  them  stood  on  tlie 
site  of  the  palace  itself,  which  confines  us  to  mere 
topography ;  but  yet  the  curious  antiquaries  have 
thought  to  recognise,  amongst  the  substructions  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  monks,  some  vestiges  of  the 
family  mansion  of  Gregory  the  Great.  The  decli- 
vity upon  which  one  of  the  seven  monasteries  was 
founded  was  anciently  called  the  "  clivus  Scauri  j"®' 
and  on  that  part  of  the  Palatine  hill  which  faces 
this  ascent  must  have  stood  the  house  of  L.  JEmi' 
lius  Scaurus^'-,   the  same  who  built  the   Milvian 


''^  Cassiodorus,  K«nflr.  lib. x.  epist.  10.  and  12.  We  are  inte- 
rested in  the  family  and  paternal  house  of  the  "  Bishop  of  the 
West,"  for  he  sent  Christianity  into  England. 

^'  S.  Gregory  himself,  who  lived  at  no  distant  period  from 
the  authors  of  the  llegionaries,  is  our  authority. 

"  Proiude  quum  inter  te  Caudiduiii  Abbatem  Monasterii 
S.  Andrea;  Apostoli  positi  in  hac  urbe  Romanaf  in  elivo  Scauri, 
agenteni  utllitates  ejusdem  Monaslerii,  et  Maurentiuni  gloriosum 
magistrum  niilitiae-"  —  £)v"^/. /?.  Gregorit,  lib.  vii.  epist.  13.  It 
does  not  concern  us  to  know  the  dispute  between  the  abbot  and 
the  captain. 

*2  Scaurus  demolished  the  house  of  his  neighbour  Cn.  Oc- 
tavius,  that  he  might  have  room  to  enlarge  liis  own  (Cir..  de 
Officiisj  lib.  i.  cap.  39.).  Rnth  Pliny  and  Asconius  mention 
the  five  marble  columns  which  adorned  the  atrium  of  Scaurus's 
house ;  but  the  latter  also  fixes  its  locality.  "  Dcmonstrasse 
vobis  niemini  me  hanc  domum  in  ca  parte  Palatii  esse,  qua;  cum 
ab  Sacra  Via  desccnderis  ct  per  proximum  vicuni  qui  est  ab 
sinistra  parte  prodieris  posita  est,  posaidet  eum  nunc  Longius 
Caecina,"  &c.  —  Asconius  m  7iotis  Oration,  pro  Scauro, 
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Bridge,  and  constructed  the  Via  Emilia.  He  also 
left  his  nanie  to  one  of  the  streets  of  Rome.  A 
"  clivus  "  generally  denoted  a  paved  street  or  road 
with  any  ascent,  however  gentle  :  such,  we  shall 
see,  was  the  Clivus  Capitolinus,  the  Clivus  Victo- 
riae,  and  such  was  the  Clivus  Cinnfc,  or  Monte 
Mario.  Nothing  curious  or  very  interesting  could 
result  from  ascertaining,  if  it  were  possible,  the 
exact  direction  of  the  Clivus  Scauri;  but  such 
things  as  these,  as  far  as  they  may  be  known  with- 
out a  tedious  and  unsatisfactory  research,  form 
important  features  in  a  topographical  view  of 
Rome;  and  this  "  Clivus  Scauri"  wOl,  moreover, 
recal  to  the  memory  of  the  classical  reader  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  families  of  the  republic. 

In  ascending  to  the  church  of  "  SS.  Giovanni  e 
Paolo,"  we  pass  under  some  arches  of  brick,  which 
are  nothing  more  than  works  of  the  middle  ages, 
constructed,  probably,  for  the  better  support  of 
some  adjacent  buildings ;  and  tlien  succeed  some 
arches  of  an  inferior  description,  for  which  no  use 
is  assigned.  But  we  aie  now  to  examine  the  ruins 
extending  along  the  base  of  the  Ca^lian  hill,  from 
the  above-mentioned  church  to  very  near  the  Co- 
losseum. 

A  part  of  the  convent  of  the  Passionists  is  built 
upon  some  solid  arches  of  unfinished  stone ;  the 
flank  of  the  first  is  seen  before  entering  the  gate 
which  leads  into  the  lower  vineyard.  But,  having 
entered,  we  shall  find  there  remain  eight  of  those 
immense  arches,  with  their  pilasters  and  cornice 
of  the  same  materinl.  This  btiilding,  which  was 
thought  by  the  old  scliool  of  antiquaries  to  be  the 
Curia  Hostilia,  has  yielded  to  the  more  probable 
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appellation  of  the  Vivarium  of  Domitian,  which  in 
modern  terms  would  be  called  a  "  menagerie." 
The  idea  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  nature  of  its 
construction,*^  In  excavating  the  first  story,  which 
is  now  interred,  it  was  discovered  there  was  no 
communication  from  one  arch  to  anotiier  ;  tlie  in 
ierior  walls  of  the  arches  rested  against  the  hill, 
which  was  built  tip  by  a  wall,  and  hollowed  out 
into  grottos.  In  the  upper  story,  now  visibly  re- 
maining, it  will  be  observed  that  the  arches  have 
been  laterally  closed,  but  had  small  portals  of  com- 
municatioHj  of  which  a  specimen  may  be  seen  in 
the  flank  of  tlie  third  arch.  As  no  traces  of  jambs 
or  hinges  can  be  found,  it  is  supposed  these  square 
apertures  were  grated  with  iron :  and  tluis  the 
lower  story  is  assigned  for  wild  beasts,  and  tlie 
upper  for  birds  of  prey.  The  opinion  receives  flu- 
ther  confirmation  from  the  building  being  situated 
not  far  from  the  Ampiiitheatre;  and  from  the  re- 
semblance of  those  arches  to  some  of  the  unfinished 
parts  of  that  edifice  ;  the  same  reasons  would  assign 
the  work  to  the  age  of  Domitian.  Tlicre  is,  indeed, 
no  account  of  that  emperor  °^  having  built  such  an 
appendage  to  the  Colosseum  ;  but,  since  Vespasian 
and  Titus  had  scarcely  time  to  finish  their  great 
undertaking,  it  is  most  probable  this  work  would 
devolve  upon  their  successor. 


**   Venutij  Antickitti  di  Koma,  part  i.  ch.  8.  p.  25S. 

***  Domitian  restored  a  great  number  of  biiildtngs  which  hat? 
been  ck'stroycd  by  fire.  He  erected  a  temple  on  the  Cajjitol  to 
Jupiter  Custos.  He  built  the  temple  of  thL'  Flavian  family. 
Also  be  nmde  a  Studmnit  an  Odeum,  a  Nauinadiia  ;  but  a  Viva- 
rium is  not  found  amongst  his  works,  as  related  by  Suet,  in 
vtfi.  Domitian,  cap.  v. 
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Behind  the  Vivarium  ia  a  descent  into  some  sub- 
terraneous caverns,  which,  whether  for  the  sake  of 
procuring  materials  for  building,  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  have  been  formed  by  manual  labour:  the 
marks  of  instruments  are  every  where  visible  in  the 
original  tufo.  The  water  distilling  from  above  has 
formed  several  small  lakes,  and,  in  some  places,  is 
commencing  the  formation  of  stalactites.  Not  far 
from  the  entrance,  and  immediately  above  the  first 
lake,  is  to  be  observed  an  aperture,  which  has  been 
perforated  from  above,  and  designed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  letting  down  objects  into  the  caverns.  In 
this  particular  there  is  a  close  resemblance  to  the 
Mamertine  prison,  whicli  induces  us  to  suppose 
this  was  a  prison  for  the  condemned  gladiators.  Ia 
this  region  there  was  a  place  called  the  Spoliarium*^ 
which,  as  is  intimated  by  Pliny  the  younger,  was 
"  a  cruel  receptacle  "  for  those  adjudged  worthy  of 
torture**' 5  and  the  ]>roclamation  of  the  senate  after 
the  death  of  Commodus  shows,  that  "  the  gladiator 
butchered  in  the  Spoliariimt  "  was  a  well-known 
plirasc/"  If  we  had  to  form  an  idea  of  tlie  cruelty 
of  the  emperors,  and  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the 
condemned  gladiators,  it  would  be  enough  to  re- 
ceive the  impressioTi  fiom   these  gloomy  recesses. 


^  Victor  and  Rufus  have  Spolium  Samarium,  the  Notitia, 
Spoliariura  Saniariuiri ;  which  reading  is  confirmed  by  the  au- 
thors cited  in  the  following  notes. 

^^  **  Nunc  templum  iHud  nunc  vere  fedes,  non  spoliarium 
civium,  cruentaruniquc  pnedarum  Bipvum  receptacuJura,"  &c. — 
J^Uh,  in  Panef/f/ru\  cap.  xxxvi. 

^'  "  Gladiatoreni  in  Spoliario"  is  several  times  repeated  in 
this  proclamation.  Vide  j^lium  Lampriii.  in  vita  Gfrnmodi^ 
versus  finem, 
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where  the  light  of  day  has  never  come,  and  from 
whence  the  cries  of  the  wretches  could  scarcely 
reach  the  ears  of  the  Roman  people.  That  this  was 
the  scene  of  such  misery,  no  one  can  pretend  posi- 
tively to  assert ;  but  it  is  not  improbable,  both 
from  its  connection  with  the  Vivarium,  and  the  col- 
lateral testimony  afforded  by  the  regionarles*  We 
may  now  ascend  to  the  delightful  gardens  of  the 
convent,  where  the  palm  tree  flourishes,  and  the 
verdure  grows  upon  the  square  platform  moulded 
by  tlie  ruins  beneath  it. 

We  are  told  by  Suetonius  that  Nero  made,  as  an 
appendage  to  his  "  golden  house,"  a  reservoir  like 
inito  a  sea,  and  which  was  set  round  with  build- 
ings, so  that  it  resembled  a  city.**  In  these  ruins 
we  may,  perhaps,  recognise  the  gigantic  work  here 
spoken  of.  First,  the  Neronian  arches  are  said  to 
have  ended  near  the  temple  of  Claudius  ;  and  that 
temple  (situated  on  the  Ca^lian  hill)  was  almost 
destroyed  in  executing  the  works  of  Nero.*®  In 
these  gardens  we  see  where  the  aqueduct  finishes, 
and  at  the  same  time  may  be  observed  some  addi- 
tional arches  of  a  date  posterior  to  Nero's  work, 
and  which,  perhaps,  are  some  of  the  repairs  made 
by  Septiinius  Sevcrus.^  But  where  the  aqueduct  is 
thus  seen  to  terminate,  and  consequently  where 
it  poured  out  its  waters,  is  situated  this  large  re- 


A8  1*  Item  stagnuin  maris  instar,  circumseptum  aediHciis  ad 
urbium  speciem  "  —  Suet,  Nero,  cap.  xxxi. 

&y  "  Divique  Clivudu  [teniplum  fecit]  in  CcelJo  nionte,  cceptum 
qutdcm  ah  A^rippinu,  scd  a  Nerone  propo  funditua  destructuni : 
ittMTi  aniphitlieatrum  urbe  media."  —  Suet.  Vesp^mofit  cap.  ix» 

^  Compare  Note  46*.  p.  158. 
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ceptacle :  ifj  therefore,  we  can  find  any  positive 
indications  of  this  iabric  having  been  adapted  to 
contain  water,  the  words  of  Suetonius  will  be 
strictly  applicable.  The  Ca?lian  hill  originally 
sloped  towards  the  site  of  the  Colosseum  :  conse- 
quently, in  order  to  build  a  reservoir,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  whole  to  the  same  level.  Standing 
on  a  projecting  mass  of  ruins,  formed  by  the  north- 
west angle  of  the  building,  we  can  easily  discern 
this  artificial  formation  of  the  hill ;  and  along  tlie 
western  side  remain,  in  good  preservation,  the 
niches  and  **  hemicyclia"  which  have  originally 
adorned  it  By  descending  into  the  vineyard  be- 
neatJi  the  garden,  it  will  be  remarked  that  the 
niches  are  separated  from  tlie  mass  beliind  them 
by  means  of  narrow  corridors,  in  order,  no  doubt, 
to  preserve  them  dry,  and  render  the  ornaments 
secure  from  the  injury  of  water.  The  small  in- 
tervening  niches,  generally  three  in  number,  are 
evidently  of  a  subsequent  date  to  the  larger  ones, 
and  probably  designed  as  mere  buttresses  for  sup- 
porting the  whole  mass.  Although  this  part  of  the 
edifice  alone  remains  in  a  sufficient  state  of  pre- 
servation to  give  a  just  idea  of  its  magnitude  and 
construction,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that  the  side 
opposite  the  Palatine  hill  was  uniformly  construct- 
ed ;  but  there  is  some  difference  in  the  elevation 
which  faces  the  Colosseum.  There  is  also  another 
detached  ruin,  which,  we  presume,  has  been  a 
minor  receptacle  for  the  water  falling  from  above  : 
there  are  still  to  be  seen  in  it  the  traces  of  chan- 
nels for  admitting  the  water ;  and  there  are  two 
rooms,  resembling  those  in  the  "Sette  Sale,"  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  that  purpose.     From  this  minor 
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resciToir  the  water  fell  again  into  some  others 
which  occupied  tlie  site  of  the  Colosseum,  and 
were  called  the  "  stagna  Neronis.""^  In  this  man- 
ner»  we  have  traced  the  water  from  the  aqueduct 
through  the  great  reservoir  into  tliis  minor  recep- 
tacle, and,  finally,  how  it  was  poured  into  the  lake 
below  :  thus  forming,  in  all  probability,  two  mag- 
nificent cascades/'^  These  conjectures  are  further 
confirmed  by  a  nearer  inspection  of  the  materials 
made  use  of  in  works  of  this  nature  j  for  in  one 
place  remains  a  specimen  of  the  incrustation  or 
flooring  used  by  the  Romans  in  aqueducts  and  re- 
servoirs. This  consists  of  a  tiiple  substance,  com- 
posed of  opus  signinum,  opus  spicatum,  and  opus 
musivum,  and  which  is  conformable  to  the  precepts 
of  Vitruvius.'^''  To  these  remarks  we  may  add  the 
discoveries  of  Cassio :  he  found  this  immense  ruin 
furnished  with  wells,  a  chainiel  or  specus  all  along 


*"!  "  Hie,  ubi  conspicui  venerabilis  amphlthcatri 
Erigitur  moles,  stagna  Neronis  erant." 

Martial  de  Sped,  ep*  2- 

TTie  "  stfiffna  "  mentioned  here  cannot,  I  think,  be  identified 
with  "  staglium  maris  instar,"  &c.  of  Suetonius ;  for  com|>are 
Note  58,  p.  1G4. 

^3  I  believe  this  Idea  was  orif^iiially  suggested  to  me  by  I*ro- 
fcssor  Nihby  ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  ofackiiowledging*  once 
for  all,  the  assistance  I  have  so  frequently  received  from  that 
gentleman  (viva  voce),  and  tliu  readiness  with  which  he  has 
always  commimicated  ti>  me  the  retiult  of  his  learned  rcscarches- 

*3  Vide  ilf.  Vitrui\  Polf ion.  lie  Architect,  lib.  vii.  cap.  1.  On 
the  word  signinum,  see  ibid.  lib.  ii.  cap.  4% ;  and  conf.  Ba-iuirdino 
Jialdo  de  Siynijical.  Verbor.  VitnuHan. ;  conf.  etiam  PUn,  UisL 
Nat,  lib.  XXXV.  cap.  12.  On  the  spicatum,  or  as  in  Vitruvius, 
"  testa  spicata,"  vide  amwtnt  Philandri  in  verb,  and  Tialdo. 
Musivium  is  not  a  Vitruvian  word;  he  mentions  for  it  "  pavi- 
ineuta  — sectilibus  w:'U  tcsscris^'*  on  which  worUtj  bee  Phitauder^ 
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the  top,  and  a  Euripus^  or  place  for  a  stream  of 
water,  running  round  the  base."  In  the  convent 
of  the  Passionists  is  preserved  a  leaden  pipe,  which 
somewhere  conveyed  twenty-three  pounds  of  the 
Claudian  water.  Not  far  from  the  Vivaiiuni  of 
Domitiau  were  found  four  marble  seats,  which  pro- 
bably stood  in  some  of  the  niches  on  the  north- 
west side ;  and  they  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the 
Palazzo  Mattei,  If,  therefore,  we  have  manifest 
indications  of  this  large  basin  having  contained 
water,  not  less  aie  the  proofs  that  it  was  set  round 
and  adorned  with  buildmg  j  and  consequently,  ap- 
plying the  words  of  Suetonius,  we  recognise  the 
*'  stagnum,"  or  large  reservoir  of  Nero,  Nor  ie  it 
surprising  that  a  work  of  such  utility  should,  like 
the  aqueduct,  be  suffered  to  remain,  whilst  the 
overgrown  palace  moved  the  just  indignation  of 
the  Roman  people.  Vespasian,  in  all  probability, 
made  it  subservient  to  the  Amphitheatre ;  and, 
perhaps,  it  was  this  easy  supply  of  water  which 
enabled  Domitian  to  give  a  iepreseiitation  of  a 
naval  combat  in  the  Colosseum.'^ 

The  Piazza  Navicella  is  situated  144  French  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea^  ;  and  our  access  to  it 
is  cither  by  the  "  Via  "  of  the  same  name,  or  by 
continuing  to  ascend  from  the  church  of  SS,  Gio- 
vanni e  Paolo,  Before  entering  the  piazza  by  the 
latter  direction  are  some  ruins,  consisting  chiefly 
of  broken  arches,  not  to  be  confounded  with  the 


**  Vide  Alberto  Cassia  Corm  delle  Acque,  tom.ii.  num.  15. 
and  Veniitiy  AnticJiitd,  Sfc.  part  i.  cap.  8.  p.  955* 
'*'*  Sttetonj  in  vita  Domitian^  cap.  iv. 
^  Brocchi  dei  stiolu  di  Roma  Alemoria,  p.  211. 
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Neronian  aqueduct,  nor  to  be  assigned  for  any  spe- 
cific use.  Adjoining  these  unknown  ruins  is  an 
arch  built  of  travertine  stone,  still  bearing  an  an- 
cient inscription.  The  letters  are  somewhat  de- 
faced, as  well  as  the  original  form  of  the  arch  dis- 
figured by  the  aqueduct  subsequently  brought  over 
it ;  but  tlie  work  erected  by  the  consuls  will  pro- 
bably survive  the  buildings  of  the  emperor.  Pau- 
vinio  has  cited  this  inscription  to  prove  *  there  was 
such  an  office  as  that  of  "  Flamen  Martialis,"  or  sa- 
crificing priest  of  Mars :  bixtwhy  Silanus  sliotild  have 
annexed  this  title  to  his  name  in  a  consular  inscrij>- 
tion  becomes  a  matter  of  enquiry,  because  it  was 
imcommon  so  to  do.  There  was  upon  the  Cselian 
hill  a  place  for  public  exercises,  called  the  "  Cam- 
pus Martialis,"  which  served  instead  of  the  more 
extensive  field  of  Mars,  when  that  part  of  the  city 
was  inundated  by  the  Tyber.t  It  has,  therefore, 
been  conjectured  (as  no  use  can  be  assigned  for 
this  arch,  not  even  a  triumph),  that  this  was  an  en- 
trance or  road  leading  to  the  Campus  Martialis ; 
and  for  that  reason  the  consul  annexed  his  title, 
which  bore  the  identical  epithet.  However  vague 
may  be  the  supposition,  in  such  conjectures  there 
is  often  information  to  be  gathered  ;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  two  words  in  this  inscription,  we 
should  perhaps  have  neither  mentioned  the  office 
of  Flamen,  nor  the  temporary  field  of  Mars.  A 
pyramidical  meta,  now  existing  in  the  Villa  Casali, 
and  found  not  far  from  tlience,  may  vaguely  point 
to  the  site  of  the  Campus  Mailialis ;  although  tlie 
mcta,  without  a  shadow  of  authority,  has  been  as- 


♦  See  Note  D  D. 


t  See  Note  E  E. 
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signed  by  some  for  the  use  of  the  stadium  of  Do- 
mitian.*^ 

The  two  Romans  wliose  names  are  still  legible  on 
tliis  ancientstonearebothmentioned  by  Tacitus:  the 
mute  stone  might  have  been  eloquent  in  the  praises 
of  Dolabclla,the  last  of  a  noble  family  who  sustained 
the  dignity  of  consul,  had  not  the  pen  of  the  faith- 
ful liistoiian  recorded  his  degeneracy.  Dolabella 
and  Silanus  were  consuls  under  Augustus,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  the  Christian  era,"®  In  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  Silanus  held  the  office  of  proconsul  of 
Asia  ;  and,  at  the  instigation  of  the  jealous  empe- 
ror, was  falsely  accused  of  extortion.  His  slaves 
were  put  to  the  torture  to  obtain  evidence  against 
him  ;  Asia  was  ransacked  for  witnesses  ®  j  and  Si- 
lanus saw  his  defence  would  be  unavailing :  but  it 
ill  became  the  colleague  of  his  former  consulship 
to  stand  forward  as  his  most  virulent  accuser,  and 
become  the  vilest  flatterer  to  be  found  in  an  obse- 
quious and  servile  senate.'** 

In  the  Piazza  dcUa  Navicella  have  been  found 


^  Since  tliia  Dissertation  was  written  the  meta  has  disap- 
peared —  removed  from  the  only  place  where  it  was  an  object 
of  interest  I 

^  Tlie  Cornelius  Dolabella  here  treated  of  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  Bon-in-law  of  Cicero  of  that  namci  who  was 
advanced  to  tlie  cansulship  by  Julius  Caesar,  llie  "  Fasti  Con- 
sularcs"  fix  the  consulship  of  Dolabella  and  Silanus  in  the  year 
we  have  stated :  — 

AN,  URB,      A.  CYC.  A.  C. 

763.  49.     Dolabella  et  Silano  Mer.  xxiii.     10. 

Fasii  Consular*  auctor.  ariont/mo^ 
^  AnnaL  Tacit,  lib.  iii.  cap.  67. 

'^  "  At  Cornelius  Dolabella,  dutn  adulationcni  longius  sequitur, 
increpitis  C.  Silaiii  nioribus,  addidit,  *  n\i  cjuis  vita  probrosiis  et 
oj>crtus  iidaniia/  "  &c.  —  Tacit,  Antu  lib.  iii.  cap.  6ij. 
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insciiptions,  which,  in  conformity  with  Victor  and 
Rufus,  seem  to  fix  the  locality  of  the  "  Castra  Pe- 
regrina."^*  This  was  a  camp  or  barracks  (if  we 
may  use  a  modern  term)  for  the  German  or  other 
foreign  soldiers  tliat  might  be  stationed  in  the  city  : 
the  emperors  had  occasionally  such  as  guards  of 
their  person."  The  form  and  construction  of  the 
camp  are  lost  for  ever ;  and  although  we  might 
with  safety  say  it  was  near  tiiis  spot,  yet  it  were  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  trace  a  single  vestige.  It  was  in 
the  Castra  Peregrina  where  the  fierce  Chonomar, 
King  of  the  Germans,  languished  in  a  miserable 
exile,  after  he  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  Julian 
at  the  famous  battle  of  Strasbourg.^ 

From  the  garden  belonging  to  the  VUla  Mattel, 
whose  new  possessor  is  "  the  Prince  of  Peace," 
may  be  well  obseiTed  the  bold  outline  of  the  Cae- 


?i  "  Castra  Peregrina,"  says  Panvinio,  "erant  inCcelio  monte 
prope  scdiculum  S.  Marian  in  Doninica,  ut  ex  his  inscriptionibus 
liquet  qiKc  in  ejus  area  aliquot  annis  ante  invents  sunt."  He 
then  inserts  two  inscriptions,  in  both  of  which  are  found  the 
word  PEREGRiNORVM.  They  are  adopted  by  Nardini ;  and 
Professor  Nibby,  in  his  note  appended,  lias  added  another,  which 
was  found  in  the  Vigna  Casale,  and  at  present  exists  in  the 
Collegio  Romano.  Compare  Panvimot  Urb,  Roin.  DeacripL 
lib.  i.  p-  7fi.>  and  Naniini,  Hb.  iii.  cap.  7.  p.  202.  torn.  i. 

"3  For  instance,  Caligula.  "  Mox  Gennani  corporis  custodcs^ 
ac  nonnullos  ex  percussoribus,  quosUam  etiain  senatores  in- 
noxLos,  intcrcmcrunU" —  Suet,  in  vit,  CaliyutcBy  cap.  Iviii.  ; 
compare  also  TaciL  HisL  lib.  i.  cap*  6. 

*^  See  Gibbon's  Decline  mid  Fall,  8fc,  cli.  xix.  towards  the 
end,  and  note  74-.  He  quotes  Amniianus  for  the  form  and  cha- 
racter of  Chonomar ;  but  we  must  add  the  following,  for  the 
sake  of  togographical  testimony  :  —  "  Et  diebus  postca  paucis 
ductus  ad  comitatum  Imperatoris,  missusque  exindc  Romara  Jn 
Castris  Peregrinis  qua^  in  monte  stmt  Ccclio,  morbo  vctcrni  con- 
suiupCus  csU"—  Ammiaa,  Marcdlin.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  .'M-, 
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lian   hill,   and  with  it  the  western  limits  of  the 
second  region/* 

The  lane  leading  down  to  the  Via  Farratclla  has 
every  appearance  of*  an  ancient  road :  it  is*  per- 
haps, contemporary  with  the  "  Porta  Metronis," 
with  which  it  seems  to  communicate.  This  gate 
is  now  closed,  admitting  underneath  it  the  stream 
called  the  "  aqua  Crabra/*  At  this  point,  the 
walls  of  Rome  approach  very  near  the  site  of  the 
most  ancient  city  ;  and  it  is  an  advantageous  posi- 
tion for  recognising  the  direction  of  the  walls  of 
Servius  Tullius,  as  we  supposed  them  to  have  ex- 
tended on  the  south  side  of  Rome. 

The  curious  and  interesting  church  of  S.  Stefano 
Rotundo  bears  so  many  marks  of  antiquity  in  its 
columns  and  construction,  tliat  antiquaries  have 
always  been  iiiin  to  class  it  among  the  monuments 
of  ancient  Rome.  Fulvio  first  called  it,  without 
hesitation,  the  temple  of  Faunus'^;  and  it  is  so 
called  in  the  '*  Mirabilia  RomEe/*^^  Succeeding 
writers  named  it  the  temple  of  Bacchus;  and, 
finally,  tlie  temple  of  Claudius,  because  Frontinus 
says  the  Neronian  arches  ended  near  that  temple'^ ; 


^^  There  are  several  things  in  tJtis  villa  higlily  deserving  of 
attention,  independently  of  its  bcautiiul  situation.  See  Vasi^ 
Itinerar.  Seconda  Gionmta. 

76  a  W  tcmpio  di  Santo  Stefano  rotundo  nel  monte  Ccelio,  i] 
quale  anticanicnte  era  il  tempio  di  Fauno  capripede."  See 
Panh  iiel  Rossis  iranslation  of  Fitlvio,  earta  66.  Sucli  also 
was  the  opiiiiini  of  Bioiido.  See  Horna  Reslauruttt,  lib.  i. 
sect.  80. 

^tf  Vide  Effemeridiy  Litterarie  di  Roma,  1820,  p.  378. 

'?  Nardini  detected  this  error.  Vide  Rom.  Antica^  lib.  iii*. 
cap.  7. ;  and  note  5.  page  7K  in  Frontinus^  edit.  Padovu,  1723; 
and  compare  Note  4<>.  p.  158. 
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but  we  have  already  seen  the  termination  of  those 
arches  in  the  garden  of  the  Passionists ;  and,  conse- 
quently, have  assigned  to  the  temple  of  Claudius 
a  position  more  probable  near  the  reservoir  of  Nero. 
The  tliree  heatlien  names  are  furnished  out  of  the 
regionaries  ^^  being  the  names  of  the  only  three 
temples  which  stood  upon  the  Caelian  hill.  But, 
after  admitting  that  the  columns  of  the  interior 
belonged  to  some  ancient  building,  we  may  be 
content  with  fixing  a  very  early  date  to  this  edifice 
as  a  Christian  chmxh  ;  and  if  Simplicius  was  pope 
in  467  A.  D.,  when  he  dedicated  the  Basilica  of 
S.  Stephen  on  theCajlian  hill  *,  then  have  we  nearly 
1400  years  to  throw  an  air  of  venerable  antiquity 
around  it  Not  less  shall  we  respect  the  walls  which 
liave  remained  to  prescribe  the  memory  of  the  mo- 
nastery of  S.  Erasmus/^ 

From  the  Porta  Metronis  the  Via  Farratella 
leads  to  the  Piazza  Lutcrano  ;  but,  from  the  church 
of  S,  Stephen,  we  arrive  by  following  the  direction 
of  tlie  aqueduct.  In  ascending  by  the  former  road, 
the  attention  will  be  attracted  by  masses  of  brick- 
work on  the  side  of  the  Cselian  Iiiil,  for  which 
antiquaries  have  in  vain  sought  a  name.^"     It  will 

7^  «  Teniplum  Bacchi,  templum  Fauni,  templum  Divi 
Claudii/'  —  Sexiua  Rufus.  Victor  and  the  Notitta  have  only 
the  latter.  Vide  Panvinioy  Commen,  de  Rep.  Rom,  lib.  iiJ- 
p.  114f. 

•  See  Note  F  F. 

^*  "  Sed  et  in  monasterio  Sancti  Erasmi  situm  in  Ccelio 
monte,"  &c.  —  Anastasius  in  vita  Adeodati^  a.  c.  669.  apttd 
Scriptores  Rentm  Italic,  tom.iii,  p.  14-1.;  and  compare  BiondOf 
Rama  Restaurat,  lib.  i.  airt.  82,  83, 

^  Something  haH  been  said  about  the  house  of  M.  Aurelius 
and  PhilippuB  Augustus;  but  the  conjectures  arc  now  aban- 
doned. 
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be  also  remarked  that  the  road  is  cut  through 
other  ruins,  which  are  equally  unknown,  but  which 
show  how  the  ground  on  which  the  buildings  of 
the  Lateran  stand  lias  been  raised  by  the  accumu- 
[lation  of  decayed  buildings.  In  the  solitary  Via 
S.  Stefano  will  be  remarked  the  solid  construction 
of  the  aqueduct ;  and,  with  a  little  discernment, 
the  repairs  of  Septimius  Severus  will  be  easily 
separated  from  the  original  work  of  Nero.  And 
thus  arriving  at  the  Basilica  of  the  Lateran,  we 
[«hall  endeavour  to  bring  into  one  view  what  re- 
mains to  be  mentioned  in  the  second  region,  and 
the  numerous  vestiges  which  continue  to  elude  the 
research  of  the  antiquary. 

The  Lateran  derives  its  name  from  a  wealthy 
senator,  Plautius  Lateran  us,  who  is  mentioned  by 
Tacitus  as  one  of  the  conspirators  against  Nero, 
and  for  which  he  suffered  death.^*  His  magni- 
ficent house,  which  was  besieged  by  the  emperor's 
orders^,  was,  in  all  probability,  confiscated,  and 
subsequently  became  an  imperial  domain^  j  but  the 
name  of  the  senator  is  immortalised. 


8»   Tacit,  Annales,  lib.  xv.  sect.  49.  &  60. 

w  "  Jussuque  Neronia 

Longinum,  et  mognoa  Senecee  prtedivitie  hortos 

Ckusit,  et  egreffias  Lateranorum  obbidet  aedcs 

Tota  cohors."  Juv,  Sat,  x.  15 

Mr.  Forsytli  applies  these  lines  (ridiculously  enough)  to  the 
colossal  statues  which  encumber  the  attic  of  the  Basilica. 

^  The  tablet  of  metal  containing  the  **  Lex  regia,"  in  which 
the  senate  confers  the  imperial  power  upon  Vespasian,  was 
found  on  the  site  of  the  Basilica,  and  may  afford  a  slight  inti- 
mation of  tlie  Lateran  house  being  his  residence  or  property. 
This  "  Lex  regia'*  is  preserved  in  the  museum  of  the  Campi- 
doglio. 
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From  the  time  of  Nero,  we  lose  sight  of  the  La- 
teral! house  for  about  a  hundred  years ;  it  is  then 
mentioned  by  Capitolinns  as  being  near  the  abode 
of  Annius  Verus,  the  grandfallier  of  Marcus  Au- 
rehus/^  It  was  finally  made  subservient,  by  Con- 
stantine,  to  the  use  of  the  church ;  for  he  is  said 
to  have  built  his  Basilica  upon  the  site  of  it^ 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  tlie  more  sumptuous 
edifice,  reared  by  tlie  popes  in  the  course  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  occupies  the 
same  site,  as  appears  both  from  casual  discoveries 
and  a  most  constant  tradition.^ 

The  liouse  in  which  Marcus  Aurelius  was  born, 
and  which  he  afterwards  inhabited,  was,  as  we  have 
obser\^ed,  near  the  Lateran  palace.  His  equestrian 
statue,  which  now  adorns  the  Campidoglio,  was 
found  near  the  Scala  Santa;  and  it  is  obvious  the 
ground  now  covered  by  that  consecrate^l  building 
is  raised  by  an  accumulation  of  ruins.  From  these 
things  we  may,  at  least,  draw  some  topographical 
niference.*  We  must  be  content  with  knowing  that 
tlie  house  of  Tetricus,  in  which  Aurelian  feasted, 
once  eo'isied  on  the  Ca-Iian  hilJ.  Still  more  vague  is 
the  site  of  the  habitation  designed  for  tJie  hostages  of 


^  Capitolin.  M,  AitL  Pkilosp,  sect  i.  p.  289.  Edit.  Lugd. 
Batav.  1671.  8vo.  Compare  nlso  the  Letters  of  M,  Aurelivji  to 
F'ronio,  lib.  ii.  epist.  I-    Edit.  Mali. 

^  Vide  Nicepliorus  CaUiatus,  Etelesius,  Hist,  lib.  vii.  cap. 'l-9. 
p.  5*20.  toui.  i. ;  and  consult  Baronius,  J£cclc8ieis,  Annalcn  in  <S* 
tSf/lvester. 

^  Two  leaden  pipes  have  been  found,  on  both  of  n'hich  ie 
read  tlte  name  of  Lateraiius.  See  also  Memorie  di  Flajninia 
Vacca^  No.  121, ;  undBiondoy  Rom,  licstauroL  lib.i.  cart,  86. 

*  See  Note  G  G. 
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the  Parthians  ^^,  tlie  house  of  Philip,  and  tlie  public 
Thcmia?.  In  the  second  region  are  also  registered 
two  schools  for  exercise,  the  Ludus  Matutinus  and 
the  Ludus  Gallicus.  Panvinio  has  produced  seve- 
ral inscriptions  relating  to  them,  most  of  which 
mention  a  procurator  and  a  physician  as  belonging 
to  the  establishments.*^  In  the  third  region,  whose 
limits  with  the  second  here  become  doubtiul,  are 
mentioned  three  other  schools,  with  the  respective 
epithets  of  Magnus,  Mamertinus,  Dacicus.  Of 
the  former,  the  plan  is  preserved  in  the  Pianta  Ca- 
pitolina  *®,  which  gives  it  a  grain  of  interest  The 
adjective  Matutinus  naturally  suggests  the  school 
for  morning  exercises  j  but,  perhaps,  Gallicus  and 
Dacicus  may  intimate  the  peculiar  style  of  riding 
taught  in  the  respective  schools.* 

To  meet  the  names  of  the  objects  here  enume- 
rated, without  wandering  too  far  from  the  limits  of 
our  region,  we  may,  in  the  first  place,  point  to  the 
ruins  already  observed  on  the  side  of  the  Ceelian 
hill  from  the  Via  Paratella,  and  tliose  succeeding 
in  the  Vigna  "  Sancta  Sanctorum."  Below  the 
hospital  of  the  Lateran  was  discovered,  in  I78O, 
a  room  divitled  into  four  partitions,  which  were 
painted  with  some  figures  in  the  attitude  of  ser- 
vants serving  up  a  banquet,  and  which  have  been 
beautifully  published  by  Cassini.^     Here  we  would 


^'  Nardini,  Horn.  Antka^  toni.i.  p.  210. 

*•  Onuphrio  Pamnnio^  Urb,  Horn,  DcscrxpL  lib.  i.  p.  80. 

^  See  the  map  entitled  Vestigie  di  Horn,  ^bUicUy  fragment 
No.  IS. 

•  See  Note  H  H. 

so  "  Pitture  antichc  ritrovate  nello  scavo  dietro  Tospedale  di 
S.  Giovanni  in  Laterano,  ncl  orto  spettante  nl  pio  luogo  Santa 
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fain  recognise  the  house  of  Tetriciis.*'     About  the 
"  Baptistery  of  Constantine  "  are  other  substruc. 
tions  ;  and  built  into   the  walls  of  the   adjoining 
chapels  are  some  fragments  of  a  cornice,  of  exqui- 
site   workmansliip,    resting   upon    two   disfigured 
columns   of  porphyry :    tliese,    we   conceive,   be- 
longed to   tlie    old  Lateran   palace.     Under   the 
Corsini  chapel,  within  the  Basilica,  hav^c  been  found 
busts,  altars,  and  precious  marbles,  which,  doubt- 
less, adorned  the  same  edifice-*^     At  the  church 
of  SS.  Pietro  and  Marcellino  have  been  disinterred 
fragments  of  a  large  wall,  blocks  of  travertine,  and 
pieces  of  leaden  pipes,  w4iich  induced  Piranesi  to 
believe   here   were   the   Therma;  Publicas.  ^^     In 
the  same  place,  at  a  depth  of  twenty  Roman  palms, 
was  foimd   an  old  road,    wliich    probably   tended 
towards   the   ancient   Porta   Coeliniontana.      The 
bronze  tablet,    on  which   is  written  the   ancient 
**  senatus  consultum"  of  the  time  of  Vespasian, 
and  now  to  be  seen  in  the  museum  of  the  Cam- 
pidogho,   was  found  near  the   "atrium"  of    the 


Santorum,"  edit.  Rom.  1783,  in  folio.  Fragments  of  granite 
columns,  marbles,  and  a  centaur  of  bronze  were  previously  dis- 
covered on  the  same  spot. 

•*!  The  pictures  found  were  seven  in  number,  representing 
slaves  in  long  robes  in  the  act  of  carrying  dishes  garnished  for 
gerving  up  a  banquet;  the  memory  of  Aurelian's  feast  was  pre- 
gervcd  in  painting  in  the  house  of  Tetricus. 

92  VcntUi,  AnticJiif^  di  Rom.  parti,  eap.  H.  p.  239. 

»a  Vmuti,  ibid,  p.  237.  Tlie  editor  of  Venuti  {ibid.  p.  255.) 
thinks  the  great  reservoir  of  Nero  on  the  Ca^lian  hill  might  sub- 
sequently be  reduced  to  baths,  and  called  tlie  Tliermfc  Publicae, 
to  avoid  t!ie  odious  name  of  Nero.  The  remark  is  somewhat 
ingenious ;  but  the  Arcus  Neroniani  are  mentioned  by  Fron- 
tinus. 


DISS.   IV.  OF    THE    C^LIAN    HILL.  "  I77 

Lateran  church  ;  and  in  restoring  the  edifice  were 
discovered  some  deep  caves  of  pozzolana,  proving 
this  eminence  to  have  been  without  the  okl  walls.  ^ 
The  lofty  convent  of  the  Quattro  Coronati  is  also 
founded  upon  ruins  —  not  those  of  the  Castra 
Peregrina,  as  Biondo  thought"*' ;  nor  dare  we  think 
it  conceals  the  site  of  the  Alban  mansions.  The 
convent  itself  was  founded  by  Pope  Honoiius  L, 
and  therefore  claims  an  antiquity  of  1200  years, 
and  in  its  present  form  wears  the  venerable  aspect 
of  more  than  seven  centuries.  ^^  Thus  might  we 
wander  in  this  ample  field  of  conjecture :  but  if 
the  evening  tints  have  touched  the  A]ban  liills,  or 
tinged  the  aged  arches  of  the  aqueduct,  it  may  be 
more  engaging  to  contemplate  the  scene  from  the 
steps  of  tlie  Mother  Basilica. 

Tlie  obelisk  reared  in  the  piazza,  including  the 
basement  and  the  cross,  is  153  Koman  feet  high, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  famous  Rome  possesses. 
According  to  the  recent  discoveries,  it  sets  forth 
the  glory  of  the  Pharaoh  Thoutmosis  III.,  called 
Meri,  the  same  wlio  was  the  Moeris  of  tlie  Greeks, 
so  renowned  for  the  formation  of  the  lake  which 
promoted  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  Egypt.^ 

w   Venuti,  AiUichita  di  JRomUt  p.  240.  note  a. 

••  Roma  restaurat  lib.  i.  cart.  81. 

"7  Vide  Afiastas,  Bihiiotkecde  vitis  Roman.  PotiHf,ap,  Sctip- 
lores  Renwi  lUiHc.  tom.  lii.  p.  137.  a.c.  626.  The  work  of 
Pope  Honorius  was  utterly  destroyed  by  Robert  Guiacard  ;  and 
the  convent,  as  it  now  stands,  was  made  by  Pasqual  II.  a.c. 
1112.  Muratori,  ScHptores,  Sfc.  iM,  p.  360.  -Ex  MS,  Pan- 
dufph.  Pisan.  in  vie.  Paschalis  II. 

"«*  ChatnpoHions  Aperciij  translated  in  the  Orienfal  Herahi 
for  Si'ptcmbcr,  1827,  No,  xlv.  p.  4 56,  I  have  since  been  in- 
formed that  M.  ChampolUon  hoa  read  the  name  of  the  Pharaoh 
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It  was  brought  from  Thebes  to  Alexandiia,  down 
the  Nile,  by  Constantine.  Constantiiis  fulfilled  the 
designs  of  his  father ;  and,  in  a  vessel  provided 
with  300  oars,  transported  it  to  the  Tyber,  and 
landed  it  three  miles  below  Rome  in  the  yeiir  357. 
With  considerable  labour  it  was  set  up  in  the  Circus 
Maximus"^,  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  was  in- 
volved in  the  ruins  of  that  edifice.  Sixtns  V.  found 
it  interred  twenty-four  Roman  palms  deep,  and 
broken  into  three  pieces.  Under  the  direction  of 
the  architect  Fontana,  it  was  taken  up,  and  erected 
before  the  new  Latcran  palace,  in  1588.'*° 

It  is  now  approaching  to  800  years  since  Robert 
Guiscard  laid  waste  with  fire  and  sword  the  Lateran 
district  as  far  as  tlie  Colosseum  "^' ;  and  in  that 
devastation  were  probably  involved  the  edifices  we 
have  sought  for  in  vain*     The  waste  is  now  reple- 


who  was  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea  in  following  the  Israelites  on 
the  Lalerati  obelisk  ;  and  that  lie  was  Thoutmosis  the  Seventh, 
king  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty  I  This  is  his  hieroglyphic  name, 
which  a  friend  of  mine  copied  fi-ora  a  Scarabfleus  brought  from 
Egypt : — 


M  Ammian,  Marcellin.  p.  176.  Edit.  Lugd.  Batnv.  1693.  4to. 

^^  The  obelisk  is  now  141-  Itoman  palms  in  lengtli,  without 
reckoning  the  base  or  pedestal  (see  Vasi's  Itinerary^  torn,  L 
p.  166.) ;  but  it  has  probably  been  shortened  in  fitting  the  pieces 
together. 

^'^>   Vide  Rerum  Jtaiic,  Stripior&t,  tom.i  ii.  parti,  p.  313. 
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nished  with  a  few  habitations,  tlie  convent  of  tlie 
Quattro  Coronati,  the  church  of  SS.  Pietro  and 
Marcellino,  and  the  sumptuous  Basilica  of  the  La- 
teral), with  its  appendages :  and  if*  the  Norman 
could  now  re\isit  the  scene,  lie  miglit  wonder  at 
the  magnificence  of  the  popes,  whilst  he  recognised 
the  traces  of  his  own  destructive  labours.  But  we 
may  rather  be  inclined  to  contemplate  the  obelisk, 
wliich  takes  us  back  to  the  Pliaraohs  and  to  the 
glory  of  the  Egyptian  TJiebes,  — which  jiroclaims 
the  extensive  dominions  of  Rome,  —  and  finally 
celebrates  her  fallen  grandeur,  wliich  could  furnish 
out  of  its  ruins  such  a  durable  and  stupendous 
monument. 


i 
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DISSERTATION  THE  FIFTH  : 

COMPRISING  TWO  HEGIONS  ;  VIZ,  RBGIO  III.  CALLED  ISIS  AND 
S2RAPIS  MONETA,  AND  REGIO  V.  CALLED  ESQUILIKA  WITH 
THE   VXMIHAL   HILL. 


ET(  tifJLoq  a^  tcXei,  voXi^  affa.  fjnipio.  Tf(?);n. 


When  the  valour  and  discipline  of  the  Romans 
were  acknowledged  and  felt  in  all  the  world,  and 
their  senate  was  called  an  assemhiy  of  kings,  Rome 
could  boast  of  no  grandeur  or  ornament  except  the 
virtue  of  her  citizens.     As  tliat  lieredltary  virtue, 
which  influenced  the  senators  to  live  in  a  modest 
and  frugal  manner,  began  to  decline,  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the    city  began  to  rise :    and  when  at 
length  the  glory  of  the  repubHc  was  swept  away, 
it  seemed  as  if  the  Caesars  were  left  but  to  emulate 
each  other  in  erecting  monuments  to  its  mighty 
shade.      The   empire   became    the   grave    of  the 
republic  j    and   although   in    contemplating   those 
monuments  we  see  the  works  of  the  emperors,  yet 
we  insensibly  imagine  that  we  behold  in  them  the 
greatness  of  the  consuls.     In  vain  do  we  attempt 
to  separate  true  glory  from  virtue ;   nor  are   we 
equally  shocked  at  tlie  cruelty  of  Sylla  and  the 
wanton   barbarity   of   Nero.     The   tomb    of   the 
Scipios  unites  all  the  qualities  we  look  for  in  a 
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monument  of  antiquity.  The  golden  house  of 
Nero,  if  even  it  existed  to  astonish  our  eyes,  would 
disgust  our  feelings  wlien  we  turned  to  ask  its  use, 
and  the  name  of  its  author.  It  is  to  avoid  the 
nausea  which  would  follow  the  contemplation  of 
such  an  object,  however  astonishing,  that  we  wish 
to  refer  whatever  is  great  to  something  tliat  is 
noble :  and,  Ifbrtunate  enough  for  this  laudable 
sentiment,  two  of  the  most  splendid  works  of  Rome 
were  erected  by  men  whom  we  almost  identify  with 
the  most  wtuous  of  the  consuls.  We  make  these 
reflections  with  reference  to  a  survey  of  the  tliird 
and  fifth  regions;  and  perhaps  they  may  accord 
with  the  feelings  of  some  who  look  with  us  upon 
the  ruins  scattered  over  the  Esquiline  hill,  the 
painted  vaults  under  the  baths  of  Titus,  and  the 
mighty  walls  of  the  Colosseum. 

The  two  regions,  taken  together,  will  comprise 
a  main  portion  of  the  uninhabited  ground  lying 
within  tlie  walls  of  the  city.  The  fifth  is  so  exten- 
sive, and  its  limits  so  interwoven  with  the  third, 
that  it  would  be  chfRcult  to  delineate  the  boundaries 
of  each.  In  the  third  region  our  attention  will  be 
chiefly  confined  to  two  things,  the  Colosseum  and 
the  baths  of  Titus ;  in  the  fifth  will  be  found  a 
variety  of  objects  of  minor  importance,  and  more 
doubtful  nomenclature:  but  the  space  of  more 
than  four  miles  in  cucuit,  which  we  are  now  about 
to  go  over,  will  be  best  considered  by  blending  the 
two  districts  together,  and  calhng  the  whole  the 
Esquiline  hill.  The  extreme  points  will  He  at  the 
Basilica  of  S.  Croce  in  Gerusalemme  and  the  Villa 
Strozzi  in  length,  and  at  the  temple  of  Minerva  Me- 
dica  and  the  Colosseum  in  breadth.     This  space, 
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which  was  once  crowded  with  150,000  inhabitants  *, 
in  which  were  twenty-three  streets,  containing 
5,657  insute  and  3i0  great  houses  ^  — which  was 
adorned  with  numerous  templefl,  and,  according  to 
a  modern  writer,  not  less  than  seven  groves  ^  is 
now  peopled  by  a  few  peasants  who  cultivate  the 
vineyards*,  and  a  tew  solitary  "custodi"  of  the 
deserted  villas*  It  is  here  where  we  are  left  to 
ruminate  when  we  have  retired  from  the  noise  of 
the  modern  city,  without  going  beyond  the  walls 
of  Rome.  It  is  on  the  green  pathway  which  leads 
from  the  Lateran  to  the  Basilica  of  S.  Croce,  be- 
tween the  walls  and  the  arches  of  the  lofly  aque- 
duct, that  the  mind  enters  into  another  sphere  of 
thought,  and  becomes  a  portion  of  the  solemnity 
around  it* 

Within  the  precincts  of  the  monastery  of  **  Santa 
Croce,"  there  remains  the  outer  wall  of  half  an 
amphitheatre.  Since  the  time  of  Honorius,  as  is 
probable",  it  has  formed  a  part  of  the  city  walls. 


*  The  calculation  of  the  Abb^  Brottier  is  here  adopted,  who 
reckons  about  twenty-one  iiilmbitajits  to  each  insula*,  and  eiglity 
to  each  house  or  palace.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  examine 
this  estimate  more  closely  in  another  place. 

2  Compare  the  Regionaries  of  Victor  and  Rufus  with  the 
«*  Notitia" 

3  "  See  the  "  Carta  Fisica  del  buoIo  di  Roraa,*'  appended  to 
tiie  work  of  G.  Brocchi.  In  that  map  are  tlie  names  of  all  the 
groves  and  their  localities,  assigned  with  great  ingenuity,  but 
with  too  much  precision  to  inspire  confidence. 

^  The  cultivated  grounds  within  the  city  are  caUed  "  Vigna," 
or  Orto.  Vegetables,  especially  broccoli,  are  the  cliief  proiluc- 
tion  ;  they  generally  present  the  appearance  of  large  kitchen 
gardens. 

*  The  probability  rests  upon  the  inscription  still  legible  over 
the  neighbouring  '*  Porta  lAxbicana,"  from  which  it  appears  that 
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On  the  outside  may  still  be  traced  its  style  of  archi- 
tecture and  its  elevation  ^  these  consist  in  a  con- 
tinuation of  arches  supported  by  half  columns  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  surmounted  by  a  second  row  of 
pilasters.  The  arches  thus  walled  up  maybe  easily 
distinguished  from  the  original  construction,  which 
is  worthy  of  the  age  of  Caracalla.  Some  of  the 
ancient  stucco  is  stLQ  visible  in  the  vaults;  and  the 
brick-work  shows  itself  most  perfect  in  the  remsun- 
tng  fragment  of  the  upper  story.  In  the  cavities 
beneath  the  arena  have  been  discovered  bones  of 
wild  beasts  *  ;  which  afford  sufficient  indication  of 
the  use  for  which  this  building  was  designed. 
Recently  the  monks  of  the  convent  have  excavated 
some  of  the  foundation  arches,  and  m  so  doing 
have  turned  up  pieces  of  various  marUes,  showing 
the  edifice  has  been  richly  ornamented.  As  there 
is  only  one  amphitheatre  registered  in  the  fifth 
region,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  this  being  the 
**  Ampluthe^^um  Castrense  ^ ; ''  and,  by  an  obviou 
connection  of  circumstances,  it  is  easy  to  conceive 
why  it  was  erected  here.  It  became  the  policy  of 
the  emperors  to  prevent  the  soldiers  as  much  as 
possible  &om  mixing  with  the  citizens;  such  an 
intercourse  more  than  once  proved  dangerous,  and 


the  wsSia  were  renewed  In  the  time  of  ArcacGus  and  Honorkis, 
—  a  subject  we  shall  aflerwards  treat  of  more  particularly. 

*  See  Note  II. 

®  It  is  singular  that  this  amphitheatre  should  have  been 
fixed  upon  by  the  old  antiquaries  for  that  of  Statilius  Tauri^, 
which  stood  in  the  Campus  Martius :  but  thus  it  is  marked  by 
BvffaUnij  in  his  Pkm.  ofancieniMome  $  Biondo,  Roma  restaurcU* 
lib.  i.  cart.  87-  edit.  Venet.  154}$. ;  Panciroli's  Descrip^  Urb, 
apud  GrsBvium,  torn,  iii  p.  108. ;  MarUoinOf  ibid,  p.  201. 
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Wen  fatal,  to  the  Caesars.  The  Pr^torian  camp 
was  situated  at  the  extremity  of  this  region,  and, 
until  it  became  part  of  the  walls,  was,  like  this 
amphitheatre,  without  the  city.  By  an  easy  pas- 
sage from  the  Vimiiial  to  the  Esquiline  hill,  the 
Prgetorian  guards  might  enjoy  the  sports  of  the 
Romans  without  entering  the  city  to  mingle  with 
the  crowds  of  the  Colosseum,  The  "  Amphithca- 
trum  Castrense,"  therefore,  may  be  translated  an 
amphitheatre  for  the  use  of  the  camp,  without 
supposing  the  adjective  to  convey  any  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  games  performed  in  it.^ 

In  the  other  vineyard  adjoining  to  S.  Croce,  and 
which  is  enclosed  by  the  city  walls  and  the  Claudian 
aqueduct,  are  the  remains  of  a  once  large  edifice, 
of  which  nothing  is  lefl  standing  but  its  elliptical 
end ;  and  in  that  may  be  traced  the  form  of  the 
tribunal  of  a  Basilica.  It  has  successively  acquired 
the  names  of  the  "  Sessorium'*,"  the  temple  of  old 
hope  (Spes  Vetus),  and  the  temple  of  Venus  and 
Cupid.  Anastasius,  in  liis  life  of  S.  Sylvester, 
says,  the  church  of  Santa  Croce  was  built  upon  the 
'Sessorian  palace^  j  but  as  the  word  "  pdatium  " 


'  See  Siteton,  in  TiberiOy  cap.  72.;  the  application  of  the 
passage  by  Nardmfy  Horn,  AiiU  torn.  it.  p.  15. ;  and  the  close  fol- 
lowing of  the  Itineraries.  Kfw/,  p.  ISO.  edit.  1824-,  and  Feat 
Descriptiont  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 

^  Borrichiy  apud  Graevium,  torn.  iv.  p.  1545.  Montjiiuconj 
JDiar,  Italic,  cap.  viii.  p.  HI, 

^  '*  Eodem  tempore  fecit  Constantinus  Augustus  Basilicam 
in  Palatio  Sessoriano,  ubi  ctiam  de  ligno  sancta;  crucis  Domini 
Jiostri  Jesu  Christi  posuit.  et  auro  ct  gemmis  conclusit,  ubi  et 
nomen  Ecclesia.*  dudicavit,  quae  cognoniinatur  usque  m  liodler- 
num  diciiij  Hierusalcm."'  —  Anasiasim,  Bibiiotftec.  de  litis  Pofi- 
iif.  Bom.  p.  4f5.  sect.  41.  tom.i.  edit.  Rom.  1718. 
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was  frequently  applied  in  the  lower  ages  to  any 
great  building'**,  there  is  nothing  to  be  concluded 
from  Anastasius  upon  the  nature  of  this  edifice. 
A  solitary  scholiast  of  Horace  points,  somewhat 
vaguely,  to  this  corner  of  the  city  in  mentioning 
the  Sessorium  ^* ;  but  it  is  rather  deducible,  from 
the  phraseology  of  Anastasius,  that  Constantine 
founded  the  Basilica  of  S,  Croce  upon  the  very 
site  of  the  Sessorium,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Lateran  house  was  involved  in  the  building  of  the 
first  Christian  church.  Attributing  this  ruin  to  the 
temple  of  "  Spes  Vetus,"  rests  solely  upon  a  passage 
already  cited  from  Frontinus,  which  shows  that 
sucli  a  temple  did  exist  near  where  the  Neronian 
aqueduct  began.  The  *'  temple  of  Venus  and 
Cupid  is  supported  by  a  more  constant  tradition  ^\ 
and  a  statue  which  was  found  near  the  spot.  This 
statue  now  exists  in  the  Belvedere  of  the  Vatican, 
a  Venus  with  a  Cupid  at  her  feet ;  but  tlie  head  is 
distinctly  recognised  to  be  that  of  Salustia  Barbia 
Orbiana,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Severus,  Upon  the 
pedestal  is  an  inscription  betokening  that  she 
consecrated  a  temple  to  VenusJ^   There  is  no  sucli 


»"  Montfauconj  Diar.  Italic,  cap.  xx.  p.  299. 

n  Acronym  Horat.  SatMn.  lib.i.  14.  As  tliis  is  all  the  evi- 
dence Nardini  could  collect,  we  may  despair  of  adding  more. 
Vide  Rom.  Ajitica^  torn.  ii.  p.  12. 

12  Bnroniujt,  Annal  Ecctesiast.  aiiiw  32'k  No.  105-;  Ibid. 
NoUt  Bmii  et  LahwL 

i-**  Ficoroni  has  given  the  inscription  incorrectly ;  it  is  really 
read  tlius :  — 

VENERI   FELICI.  SACRVM 
5ALVSTIA  HELPLDVS.   D.  D. 

See  ViscofUij  Museo  Pio  CkmeiUino,  tom.ii.  tav.  52, 
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temple  as  that  of  Venus  and  Cupkl  mentioned  in 
the  third  or  fitUi  regions,  nor  any  temple  to  Venus 
alone,  except  one  which  is  known  to  have  stood 
near  the  gardens  of  Sallust.  Havijig  thus  ex- 
amined the  antiquarian  vocabulaiy,  in  whicli  we 
seem  to  have  lost  all  we  knew,  it  remains  but  to 
form  some  idea  of  the  ruin  as  it  stands*  Tiie 
masses  projecting  from  the  main  design  do  not 
correspond,  and  consequently  forbid  any  attempt 
to  trace  tlie  gi'ound  plan  any  further  than  the 
tribunal :  but,  as  far  as  that  goes,  it  can  give  no 
other  idea  than  that  of  a  Basilica.  Some  traces  of 
a  coniice  may  be  obseiTed  in  the  exterior  wall ; 
and  in  the  upper  part  is  discovered  a  jar,  which 
betrays  an  age  of  buihiing  when  heatiicn  temi)lcii 
were  no  longer  built.  In  this  particular,  tlie  ruin 
may  he  compared  with  the  Tor  Piguattara,  tlie 
sepulchre  of  the  mother  of  Constantine,  situated 
on  the  Via  Labicana,  about  three  miles  from  the 
Porta  Maggiore  ;  and,  not  unlikely,  the  ruins  we 
are  now  considering  are  the  remains  of  a  Basilica 
used  as  a  Christian  church,  under  the  auspices  and 
protection  of  Helen. 

In  the  time  of  Belisarius,  the  Homans  called  a 
portion  of  the  walls  near  the  Porta  PrEenestina  the 
*«  Vivarium,"  or  place  where  wild  beasts  were  kept 
for  the  shows  of  the  Amphitheatre,  It  was  enclosed 
by  a  slight  wall,  which,  together  with  the  defence 
of  that  part  of  the  city,  afforded  but  a  feeble 
obstacle  to  the  attacks  of  the  Goths  J'*     The  situ- 


4 
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ii«.  —  ProcojHUS  rfc  JJelL    GoUi.   lib.  i.    cap.  22.    ]>.  41.    edit. 
Venet.  1729. 
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ation  of  the  Vivarium  may  be  easily  recognised 
where  the  walls  of  the  city  make  the  abrupt  angle 
from  the  Porta  Maggiore  ;  and,  although  it  might 
be  urged  that  the  direction  of  the  Claudian  aque- 
duct was  a  sufficient  reason  for  giving  them  this 
turn,  the  words  of  Procopius,  added  to  other 
testimonies,  seem  to  be  positive.  An  inscription 
has  been  found  in  which  mention  is  made  of  the 
Vivarium  and  the  Praitorian  cohorts  as  if  they  had 
the  charge  of  it.*  It  is  probable  each  amphitheatre 
had  its  own  vivarium,  which  might  frequently  be 
furnished  from  this  as  the  principal  one  :  the  relative 
situation  of  tlie  "  Amphitheatrum  Castrense" 
returns  with  its  tribute  of  testimony  to  our  remarks. 
In  making,  therefore,  the  circuit  of  this  vineyard 
under  the  walls,  it  is  clear  the  rectangular  space, 
which  may  be  distinctly  recognised,  has  been  so 
formed  for  some  special  purpose ;  and  in  the 
comer,  from  whence  the  walls  go  to  join  the 
Amphitheatre,  has  manifestly  been  made  a  breach, 
which  has  been  hastily  repaired  by  large  stones 
taken  from  the  Claudian  aqueduct*  In  this  and 
similar  instances  we  see  the  effectual  attacks  of  the 
Goths,  and  the  successful  defence  of  the  general 
of  Justinian,  Here  it  was  where  Vitiges  pressed 
80  hard  upon  the  officers  of  Belisarius,  that  their 
general  was  obliged  to  quit  the  Porta  Salara  to 
bring  them  succour.t  Seldom,  indeed,  shall  we 
approach  the  walls  on  this  most  defenceless  side  of 
the  city  without  discovering  some  traces  of  the 
valour  and  activity  of  Belisarius. 


*  See  Note  KK. 


t  See  Note  LL. 


188 


ON    THE    ESQUIUNE    DISTRICT 


DISS.  V. 


In  going  from  hence  towards  the  aqueduct  may 

wall,  wJiich  has  probably 


seen  a  subter 
'med  part  of  a  vault  or  den  ;   and  tlius,  from  the 


eou 
or 


be 
fbi 

general  aspect  of  the  ground,  and  the  ancient  repairs 
of  the  walls  in  various  places,  added  to  the  evidence 
•which  the  historian  affords,  we  shall  retire  satisfied 
of  this  being  the  situation  of  the  Vivarium  ;  and 
not  without  astonishment  shall  we  look  upon  the 
solid  arches  of  the  Claudian  aqueduct.  In  a 
cloister  now  deserted,  close  by  the  Basilica,  and 
forming  part  of  the  habitation  of  the  Vignarolo, 
are  several  sepulchral  inscriptions,  which  have  pro- 
bably come  from  some  neighbouring  Columbaria  *  ; 
and  near  to  them  are  some  other  uncertain  ruins. 
Some  have  ventured  to  call  the  brick  walls  which 
come  in  contact  with  those  of  the  city,  further 
remains  of  the  Sessorium ;  upon  what  authority  it 
has  already  been  stated. 

Across  the  path  in  the  Villa  Conti  there  are 
some  remains  of  a  reservoir,  which  doubtless  be- 
longed to  the  baths  of  Helen,  the  mother  of  Cou- 
stantine.  This  is  learned  from  an  inscription  found 
on  the  spot,  which,  though  mutilated,  still  pre- 
serves the  two  important  words — "Helena"  and 
*•  Therraa:;,"  '^  This  reservoir  is  a  rectiingular 
building,  originally  divided  into  twelve  regular  and 
equal  compartments,  of  which  eight  remain,  and 

♦  See  Note  MM. 


IQ 


D.    N.    HELENA    VBN.   AVO,  MAT. 

AVIA    BKATISS 

THEHMA      .      .      .        ISTR      .      . 


Montfaifcon,  Diar.  Itaiic.  cap.vili.  p.  110. 
Tins  inscription,  as  supplied  by  Ficoroni,  is  now  placed  in  the 
museum  of  the  Vatican,  above  the  large  porphyry  sarcophagus. 
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communicate  with  eacli  other  by  arches.  The 
walls  are  incrusted  with  the  calcareous  deposit,  as 
in  the  "  Sette  Sale"  belonging  to  the  baths  of 
Titus.  The  regular  form  of  the  building  is  best 
seen  by  ascending  to  the  top,  where  it  will  be  ob- 
served how  one  of  the  divisions  lias  been  put  to  its 
pristine  use  by  the  present  possessor  of  the  vine- 
yard. That  which  seems  to  have  been  the  front 
is  broken  into  large  niches,  which  have  probably 
been  adorned  with  statues  ;  that  front  is  turned 
towards  another  ruin,  upon  which  a  modern  habit- 
ation has  been  erected,  and,  from  its  relative  po- 
sition, appears  to  have  been  the  place  appropriated 
for  the  baths  themselves.  Several  vaulted  rooms 
are  still  to  be  seen,  and  one,  from  a  slight  repair, 
is  perfect.  A  quantity  of  the  "  opus  signimim" 
remains  on  the  top,  and  about  the  building  are  scat- 
tered fragments  of  granite  columns  and  marbles, 
indicating  the  nature  of  the  ornaments  once  be- 
longing to  it 

Further  down  the  Strada  Felice  is  the  entrance 
leading  to  the  Villa  Altieri ;  but,  in  continuing 
our  circuit  to  the  Porta  Maggiore,  we  shall  pass 
under  one  of  the  arches  of  the  Neronian  aqueduct, 
upon  which  were  the  inscriptions.  They  were 
probably  engraven  upon  bronze ;  for  the  places 
which  they  once  occupied  seem  to  hear  marks  of 
plunder.  The  large  inscriptions  over  the  Porta 
Maggiore  relate  to  the  aqueducts  of  Claudius;  but 
they  will  be  reserved  until  we  come  to  take  a 
general  view  of  those  stupendous  works  of  the 
Romans. 

Before  leaving  this  corner  of  the  city,  some  satis- 
faction may,  perhaps,  be  derived  from  endeavour- 
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ing  to  adjust  tlie  whole  by  more  general  tX)po- 
graphy.  From  the  sepulchral  monuments  dis- 
covered in  the  vineyard  we  are  next  to  see,  and 
for  other  reasons  afforded  ^^  it  is  evident  that  all 
this  ground  was  without  tlie  walls  of  the  city  until 
tlae  time  of  Aurelian.  This  rendered  it  convenient 
for  gardens  and  pleasure-grounds ;  and  we  have  an 
intimation  that  it  was  used  as  sucli  by  the  Emperor 
Heliogabalus.  When  that  efleminate  tyrant  medi- 
tated the  murder  of  his  adopted  successor,  he 
withdrew,  it  is  said,  to  the  gardens  of  "  Spes 
Vetus,"  in  order  to  despatch  his  messengers  with 
greater  secrecy.  '^  But  when  no  one  could  be  in- 
duced, on  his  account,  to  execute  so  great  a  crime, 
the  evil  turned  upon  himself;  the  enraged  soldiers 
found  him  in  those  gardens  in  the  act  of  preparing 
a  chariot  race,  but  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  the 
tidings  of  his  cousin's  death.  Terrified  at  the 
sudden  approach  of  the  soldiers,  he  liid  himself  in 
a  corner,  and  shrouded  himself  in  a  bed-cover,  and, 
by  the  intercession  of  a  praefect,  was  for  a  season 
spared.  Some  traces  of  a  Circus  without  the  pre- 
sent walls  were  distinctly   recognised  by  Fulvio 


i 
4 


"^  See  Dissertation  IL  on  the  walSs  of  Servius  Tullius, 
>7  "  Nee  tiefuit  lamen  furor  usque  nd  exitiim  voti  pessimi, 
nam  el  percussores  immifiit.  Et  hoc  quidem  modo  ipse  sccessit 
ad  hortoB  Spci  Veteria,  quasi  contra  novum  juvenem  vota  conci* 
piens  relicta  in  Palatio,"  &c.  — ■  JEUus  Lampridhoi  in  Antonm. 
Heliogab,  Hist.  AuguM,  torn.  ii.  p.  GG.  edit.  Florent.  1725. 

"  Etpars  in  Palatiuin,  pars  in  hortosin  quibus  erat  Varius,  ire 
tendant  .  .  .  Inde  itum  est  in  liortos  ubi  Varius  invenitur  ccr- 
tamen  aurigandi  parans,  expectans  tamen  intentissimc  quando 
eidem  nuntiarctur  consobrinuB  occisus.  Qui  subito,"  Ac  — 
iMmpriditiSi  ibid. ;  see  Dt>»atrts,  Rom.  Vet.  hb.  iii. 
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and  others'^:  but  the  circumstance  which  gives 
locality  to  the  "  Horti  Variani, "  is  knowing  that 
the  **  Spes  Vetus"  was  near  tlie  beginning  of 
Nero's  aqueduct. 

The  inscription  w^iich  was  brought  to  liglit  by 
Ligorius  *,  and  the  statue  of  Salustia  Barbia,  afford 
sufticient  intimation  that  Alexander  Severus  suc- 
ceeded to  the  possession  of  this  ground  j  but  we 
have  no  knowledge  into  whose  hands  it  came  after- 
wards, until  the  time  of  Constantine.  Ecclesi- 
astical history  is  loud  in  the  praises  of  the  mother 
of  the  first  Christian  emperor ;  and  here  are  the 
traces  and  monuments  of  her  piety '^:  her  palace, 
lier  church,  and  her  tomb  have  sanctified  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  Porta  Maggiore ;  and  Santa  Croce 
ought  to  kindle  in  our  minds  a  purer  remembrance 
than  the  ruins  of  the  temples  of  heathen  gods 
and  goddesses.  We  may  thus  be  fm-nished  \rith 
some  general  idea  of  the  substructions,  walls,  and 
fragments  which  lie  over  the  vineyards  in  this 
southern  extremity  of  Rome,  and,  from  the  begin- 
ning  to  the  end  of  the  third  centuiy,  may  trace 
amongst  them  the  works  of  the  emperors,  and  the 
subsequent  establishments  of  Saint  Helen  upon 
their  ruins. 

Amongst  the  hillocks,  or  artificial  mounds  which 
in  this  neighbourhood  wear  that  appearance,  we 
are  directed  by  some  topograpliists  to  look  for  the 


'^  Nardinif  iom.  t'u  p.  18. ;  but  see  Lifforiot  lib.  dei  CerchL 
Tiie  obelisk  which  belonged  to  the  Circus  is  now  finally  placed 
upon  the  Monte  Pincio. 

«  See  Note  NN, 

»  Martinellh  Eoma  ex  Eihnica  Sacra,  p.  94— 98.  and  328. 
edit.  1653,  8vo. 
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"  agger  "  of  Tarquin,  Venuti  thought  he  recog- 
nised it  about  the  intersection  of  the  Via  Labicana 
and  Via  di  S.  Croce,  not  far  from  the  Basilica  of 
that  name  ^  ;  whilst  others,  with  equal  reason,  have 
fixed  it  in  the  "  Orto  Serena,"  lying  more  towards 
the  north.  These  positions  are  chosen  to  agree 
with  a  passage  in  Dionysius,  who  says  the  "  agger  " 
of  Tarquin  was  made  in  that  part  of  the  city  which 
looks  towards  Gabii-':  but  such  a  direction  may 
equally  apply  to  the  more  certain  "  agger"  of 
Servius  TuUius. "  It  becomes,  therefore,  a  ques- 
tion whether  there  were  two  works  of  this  nature 
or  one.  Strabo  and  Livy  attribute  the  work  to 
Servius  Tullius,  without  making  any  mention  of 
Tarquin;  and  again,  Dionysius  and  Pliny  assign 
it  to  Tarquin,  without  making  mention  of  Servius 


^^  VeniUif  Antichith  di  Rom,  torn.  i.  p.  234.  He  points  to 
that  eminence  over  which  the  Neronian  arches  pass,  in  the 
place  we  have  deaignated.  The  "  porta  inter  aggeres,"  says 
the  same  antiquary,  proves  there  were  more  aggeres  than  one. 
But  was  there  ever  such  a  gate  ?  or  where  is  the  authority  for 
it?  for  Strabo's  words  are  clearly  rendered  by  Fabretti,— 
"  Tertia  Porta  Viminalis  sub  medio  est  aggere  {De  Aquis,"  Sfc, 
dissert.iii.  p.  131.);  Straboiu  Geography  Rer,  lib.  v.  p.  362.  tom.L. 
Edit.  Amstelod.  1707. 

2'    MaXXof  8J  i  Taf¥.^yia^  Xvtyya^  »jv,  xa)  t^^  WXcw(  rk  upo^  Tot<  Vet- 

Ufvrepay,  nA  rdxpi  ianyttpa^  i/^njXortpiv,  xal  vvpyoti  ha.\jz€eii>  to  ^wpw^ 
vvKriripot^.  —  Dionyg,  JIaiicam,  torn.  i. ;  AiUig»  Rom.  lib.  iv. 
p.  24-3.  edit,  Oxoni«,  170*. 

Upon  which  Fabretti  justly  observes,  l]ie  fhree  adjectives  of 
the  comparative  degree  imply  that  Boniethiiig  had  been  done 
before.  With  regard  to  the  position  of  the  "  agger/'  Pliny 
says  nothing  more  than  that  it  defended  the  eastern  side  of  the 
city,  and  yet  calla  it  the  agger  of  Tarquin.  —  iVa/.  Hist.  liUiii. 
cap.  5. 

'2  Vide  TtL  Lh\  lib.  i.  cap.  44. 
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Ttillius.  Cicero  only  mentions  one  artificial  hill 
between  the  Esqiiiiine  and  Quiiinal  hills ;  so  that, 
in  fact,  we  find  the  "  agger**  was  begun  by  Tullius 
and  finished  by  Tarquin,  as  will  shortly  be  made 
more  evident  Fabretti  has  interpreted  the  words 
of  Dionysias  to  that  effect ;  and  as  to  any  vestiges 
of  the  "agger"  of  Tarquin,  we  may,  in  this  in- 
stance, entirely  confide  in  the  observations  of 
Signor  Brocchi  ^ :  he,  like  Donatus,  could  see  no 
traces  of  it. 

The  two  sepulchral  monuments  before  alluded 
to  lie  on  each  side  of  the  path,  which,  in  the  villa 
whose  entrance  is  at  the  head  of  the  Via  Maggiore, 
leads  to  the  temple  of  Minerva  Medica.  The 
Columbarium  on  the  left  hand  of  the  path  consists 
of  two  subterraneous  chambersj  properly  disposed 
for  containing  a  great  number  of  cinerary  urns. 
An  inscription,  which  was  found  over  the  entrance 
in  1736,  discovered  the  sepulchre  to  have  been 
made  by  Lucius  Aruntius,  a  consul  under  Tiberius, 
for  the  use  of  his  freedmen  and  slaves  ^ :  tlie 
other,  on  the  right,  contains  but  one  chamber  now 
visible,  but  which^  however,  is  in  such  perfect  pre- 
servation as  to  complete  at  once  our  knowledge  of 
an  ancient  columbarium.  By  the  help  of  a  lamp 
we  may  discover  tlie  regular  rows  of  urns,  with 
several  of  the  oiiginal  inscriptions,  as  they  were 


2-*  Broccht'i  Stwli  ill  Roma,  p.  IH-. 

**  Ficoronit  Vestigie  di  Rom,  Antic,  lib.  i.  cap.  17.  p.  119. 
edit.  Uomac,  17'H;  and  see  Pirmiesif  torn.  ii.  tav.  7 — 15. 

«  AnoUio  et  Enobarbo  Coss.  A.  u.  785.  A.  c,  32.  Mar.  xxvi." 
—  Faati  ConsuhreSf  auct  anony, 

VOL.  T.  0 
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placed  near  eighteen  centuries  ago:  it  has  never 
been  ascertained  to  what  family  this  monument 
belonged*^  Sepulchres  were  usually  built  on  each 
aide  of  a  public  road  ;  the  position  of  these  two 
is  such  that  a  road  might  conveniently  pass  be- 
tween them.  In  tliis  vineyard  have  been  dis- 
covered vestiges  of  an  ancient  road^j  and  this 
direction  being  preserved,  it  will  coincide  with  the 
old  Via  Pra?nestina,  which,  as  well  as  the  Via 
Labicana,  originally  issued  from  the  Porta  Pra^nes- 
tina.  This  gate,  as  we  shall  see,  stood  at  the  end 
of  the  "  agger  "  of  Tullius,  and  was  near  the  arch 
of  Gallienus. 

Close  joining  to  the  wall  of  this  vdneyard,  con- 
tiguous to  the  Via  Maggiore,  is  a  nameless  ruui, 
which  consists  of  several  vaulted  chambers:  about 
it  may  be  traced  small  channels  for  conveying 
water;  and,  from  its  general  appearance,  it  has 
been  adjudged  to  be  one  of  those  places  of  retreat 
and  refreshment  called  Nympha?a,  Piranesi,  who 
let  notliing  go  unnamed,  marked  it  down  as  the 
NymphiBLim  of  Septimius  Severus'*^;  nor  is  that 
supposition  any  better  supported  by  which  it  is 
made  tlie  "  Lacus  Promethei,"  because  such  an 
object  is  placed  by  Victor  and  llufus  on  tlie  Esqui- 
line  hill. 

In  the  same  vineyard  are  the  picturesque  remains 
of  a  dome,  fast  yielding  to  the  efforts  of  time.    From 


»«  Pirartesi,  torn.  ii.  tav.  IG— 19.  But  the  most  perfect  se- 
pulchral chambtT  now  existing  at  Rome>  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, is  in  the  Villa  Rufini,  about  two  miles  without  the  Porta 
Pia,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road. 

27    Venuliy  Antichita  di  Boma,  torn.  i.  p.  217,  218, 

'-(8  piranesij  torn.  i.  p.  16.  No.  125. 
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its  elevated  situation,  it  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous ruins  in  Rome :  it  served  us  as  a  land- 
mark from  the  tower  of  the  CarapidoiS^lio,  and  it  is 
seen  from  the  open  Campagna  when  the  rest  of  the 
ancient  city  is  hid  from  the  eye.  It  is  curious  to 
trace  the  nomenclature  through  which  this  object 
has  passed  :  Biondo  and  Fulvio  first  introduced  it 
as  the  BasiUca  of  Caius  and  Lucius'^,  which  Au- 
gustus erected  in  honour  of  his  two  nephews, 
Nardini  hardly  durst  venture  to  pronounce  it  the 
temple  of  Minei'va  Medica ;  but  Fabretti,  Ficoroni, 
and  a  host  of  others,  adopted  that  title.  Veiiuti  ^ 
advaiices  his  share  of  argument  for  calling  it  the 
temple  of  Hercules  Callaicus.  Guattani  thinks  it 
was  a  place  of  rendezvous,  perhaps,  for  physicians  ; 
and,  lastly,  the  Abbate  Uggeri  has  gone  to  Milan  to 
seek  for  another  opinion,  wliich  is  approved  of  by 
Professor  Nibby.^'  Uggeri,  judging  from  a  similar 
edifice  at  Milan,  now  the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo, 
but  which  is  known  to  have  been  part  of  a  bath, 
thinks  this  ruin  once  belonged  to  an  establishment 
of  that  natiu'e.  Out  of  all  these  names  that  of 
Minerva  Medica  has  prevailed,  and  must  prevail, 
until  another  shall  be  established  upon  better 
authority- 


'^  Compare  Sueton.  in  viL  Odavii,  cap.  29.  It  is  marked  in 
Btiffalini's  plan  of  Home  as  the  **  nasilica  ct  Porlicus  Caii  Lucii 
August!  nepotum,  facta  ab  co,"  and  the  figure  is  made  conform- 
able ;  but  it  Is  very  ck-ar  that  Buffalini  restored  edifices  according 
to  his  fancy. 

^^  AtUichiidy  lom.  i.  p.  213.  But,  unfortunately  for  Venuti's 
argument,  the  temple  of  Hercules  Callaicus,  which  ia  idoTirifieH 
with  Brutus  Callaicus,  was  situated  in  the  Campus  Martius; 
for  see  the  note  oi'  Piale. 

^»  Vide  note  in  Nardini,  torn.  ii.  p.  22. 
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We  find  in  the  regionaries  there  was  an  object 
upon  the  Esqiilliiie  hill  called  Minerva  Medica, 
and  Riifus  adds  the  word  Pantheum,^^  The  statue 
of  Minerva  with  the  emblem  of  medicine  found 
here,  although  not  a  convincing  proof,  yet  added 
to  the  intimation  just  cited,  is  surely  something; 
and  the  statue  of  Esculapius,  also  discovered  on 
this  spot,  rather  supports  than  detracts  from  the 
supposition.  This  building  may  not  unfitly  be 
called  a  Pantheon  ;  because  its  shape  resembles  the 
Pantlieon  of  Agrippa,  and  its  niches  were  formed 
for  the  accommodation  of  several  statues.*'"  From 
the  memorial  of  Flaminius  Vacca^'^  it  appears,  that 
Venus,  Pomona,  Esculapius,  Hercules,  Adonis, 
Antinous,  a  Faun,  and  some  of  the  train  of  Bac- 
chus, —  all  had  a  place  in  this  receptacle ;  and 
although,  as  far  as  the  evidence  of  a  mere  statue 
goes,  it  might  have  been  the  temple  of  any  of 
these,  none  of  them  have  the  additional  testimony 
of  Sextus  Rufus,  who  assigns  a  Pantlieum  on  the 
Esquilinc  hill  to  Minerva  Medica,  These  argu- 
ments arc  not  collected  with  tlie  liope  of  putting 
the  matter  beyond  a  doubt,  but  they  may  contri- 
bute to  preserve  the  name  of  this  edifice,  which  has 
been  assailed  without  success,  and  which  rests  upon 


■**2  Minerva  Medica  Pantheum Rufus  de  Regionib.  Urh,  in 

Panvinio. 

■'*''  It  is  pushtng  objection  too  far  to  say  Uiis  dome  is  decagonal, 
and  that  of  the  Pantheon  round ;  and  therefore  the  word  Pan- 
theum avails  nothing :  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
Hoimm  ti'nvnics  <1t'<HLatcd  to  all  the  gods  were  of  a  circular 
form,  whatever  the  Greek  Pantheon  might  be. 

*^  McmoriCj  appended  to  Nardinij  No,  17. 
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as  good  authority  as  many  of  the  antiquities  of 
Rome-     The  Pantheum  of  Minerva  Medica,  there- 
fore, is  of  a  decagonal  form  ;  measures  about  eighty 
feet  in  diameter;  and  is  disposed  into  nine  large 
niches,  the  tenth  side  being  left  for  the  entrance." 
Above  every  niche  and  the  door-way  has  been  a 
window  :  there  are  some  ti'aces  of  a  coniice  running 
round  the  whole.     The  original  uniformity  of  the 
interior  might  thus  be  easily  restored,  but  it  would' 
.not  be  so  easy  to  build  up  the  exterior.     Behind 
ftlie  side  opposite  to  the  entrance,  of  which  notliing 
ircmains  but  the  spring  of  an  arch,  are  the  vestigeS' 
of  some  buttresses  and  projecting  walls,  which  do 
not  seem  to  have  ever  extended  much  further  than 
their  present  appearance  indicates:  these  may,  in- 
deed, have  formed  part  of  an  *'  adjlum"  or  shrine 
behind  the  principal  niche.     We  see  no  traces  of 
a  portico,  so  essential  to  a  temple ;  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  there  never  was  such  a  thing :  ^j 
and  as,  in  any  case,  a  temple  meant  a  place  inaugu-^H 
rated  and  dedicated  on  a  religious  account,  there  ^^ 
is  nothing  which  mihtates  against  the  name  of  a 
Pantheum  dedicated  to  Minerva  Medica, 

The  church  of  Santa  Bibiana  is  said  by  Anas- 
tasius  to  have  been  built  near  the  palace  of 
Licinius^;  and  an  inscription  in  Gothic  characters, 
now  existing  in  the  portico  of  the  cimrch,  further 


See  Uggerij  Joumees  Pittoresqucs,  torn.  i.  p.  91- 
De  vitis  Pontif.  Romanor.  torn.  i.  p.  79.  edit*  Rom.  1718, 
in  4  vols-  folio.  Tlic  church  was  built  in  the  time  of  Pope  Sim- 
,pliciuB,  A.  D.  4^7 — 4R1.  Qctording  to  the  same  Aiuititasius. 
Nardiiii  is  unubk:  to  decide  vvhetlitr  the  ^*  PtxlLtlium''  bclonf;ed 
to  Marcus  Lleinius  Crussus  or  to  Licinius  the  emperor ;  but 
6ce  Hotita  Anticaj  lib.  iv,  eap.  2.  torn.  ii.  p.  23. 
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was.  The  embellishments  introduced  into  our 
elevation  are  most  of  them  obvious,  but  none 
without  authority,  or  the  greatest  prohahility- 
About  this  ruin,  and  in  the  neighbouring  vineyards, 
have  been  found  some  of  the  most  celebrated 
statues  of  antiquity — tlie  Adonis  or  Meleager  of 
the  Vatican,  and  the  Discobolus  j  the  Seneca  of 
tlie  Villa  Borghese,  besides  tliose  already  mentioned 
as  belonging  to  the  Pantheum,  Minerva  Medica.** 
Combining  those  precious  relics  with  the  substruc- 
tions and  more  apparent  vestiges  frequently  occur- 
ring in  the  adjoining  gardens,  but  which  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  ilkistrate,  we  may  acquire 
some  idea  of  the  splendour  of  the  Esquiline  hill. 

The  "  agger  "  of  Servius  Tullius,  to  which  we 
have  already  alluded,  may  be  traced  down  to  the 
"  Arco  S.  Vito  j"  but  it  will  not  be  manifest  to  the 
eye  of  a  stranger  Avithout  entering  the  Villa  Ne- 
groni, which  lies  behind  the  church  of  S.  Antonio 
Abbatc.  This  sui*prising  work  of  the  kings  was 
not  only  a  banking  cast  up,  but  also  strengthened 
and  built  up  with  stone.  Some  remains  of  this 
work  were  discovered  by  Santo  Bartoli^,  which 
consisted  of  a  wall  more  than  twenty  Roman  palms 
broad  of  peperine  stone.  The  highest  part  of  this 
mound  is  now  crowned  by  a  sitting  statue,  in 
ascending  to  wliich  there  is  an  advantageous  view 
of  the  eastern  side  of  the  city,  with  special  reference 
to  tlie  walls  of  Servius  Tullius.     The  "  Campus 


^*  Memoric  di  Flammins  Vaccoj  No.  84,  85.  and  109. 

■"^  His  memorial  was  publisliod  by  the  avvocato  Fea,  3IisctfL 
Filoloff.  Criiiait  Sfc.  i.  249,  There  is  nothijig  to  be  seen  of  this 
wall  at  present. 
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Viminalis  sub  aggcro,"  ao  called  by  P.  Victor,  is 
doubtless  tlie  level  ground  lying  at  our  feet  about 
the  Villa  Strozzi,  whilst  the  relative  position  of  the 
Prastorian  camp  may  be  seen  in  an  angle  made  by 
the  walls  at  some  distance  towards  the  north-east. 
Dionysius  gives  us  for  the  measurement  of  the 
"  agger  "  nearly  seven  stadii  in  Icngtii,  more  than 
a  hundred  feet. wide,  and  thirty  in  depth  or  height**^ 
Sti'abo  says  its  length  w^as  about  six  stadii''",  i.  e, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile :  between  six  and  seven 
stadii  will  accord  with  the  distance  that  may  nearly 
be  traced  with  the  eye  from  our  elevated  station, 
beginning  at  the  Villa  Barberiui,  The  "agger" 
is  now  cut  and  levelled  by  the  Via  Pia,  but  it 
appears  again  behind  the  baths  of  Diocletian,  and 
continues  to  the  gate  by  which  we  entered  the 
Villa  Negroni :  it  may  then  be  observed  to  gradu- 
ally  fall  aw^ay,  until  it  reaches  the  church  of  S.  Vito. 
The  banking  alone  was  the  work  of  Tullius,  but 
the  building  was  done  under  Tarquinius  Superbus: 
the  "agger"  is,  therefore,  indifferently  called  by 
the  name  of  either.*^ 

The  Arco  S.  Vito  is  to  be  identified  with  the 
arch  of  Gallienus :  it  is  built  of  travertine  stone,  and 
supported  by  pilasters  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and 
bears  also  some  indications  of  a  heavy  construction. 
Upon  the  frieze  is  the  following  inscription  :  — 


■^  Dionys.  HalicaTn,  AtUiquaL  Roman,  torn*  i.  lib.  ix.  p.  595. 
cdit.Oxon.  ITCH. 

■*?  Strabonisy  Her.  Geographic,  torn.  i.  lib,  v.  p.3G12.  edit,  Ara- 
seclod.  1707. 

*••  Sec  p.  19'2.  with  notes  appended. 
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GALLIENO  .  CLEMENTISSIMO  •  PUINCIPI 

CVIVS  -  INVICTA  .  VIRTVS 

SOLA  .  PIETATK  .   SVPERATA   .   EST 

ET  .  SALONINAE  .  SANCTISSIMAE  .  AVG. 

M.  AVRELTVS  .  VICTOR 

DEDICATISSIMVS 

NVMINI  .  MAJE9TATIQVE 

EORVM. 

There  is  no  mention  made  of  an  arch  erected  to 
Gallienus  in  any  of  the  ancient  authors  extant :  the 
inscription,  therefore,  becomes  at  once  the  history 
and  the  proof!  That  emperor  who  could  revel  in 
his  pleasures  whilst  his  empire  was  invaded,  and 
w]»o  never  appeared  in  arras  but  to  ward  off  his  per- 
sonal danger*',  wag  surely  not  entitled  to  a  triumphal 
arch ;  nor  does  the  phraseology  of  this  decUcation 
imply  that  it  was  one.  It  has  been  denominated 
by  the  most  accurate  of  travellers  a  mere  gate- 
way**', and  we  have  already  intimated  how  the 
agger  of  Servius  Tullius  ended  within  a  few  paces 
of  it  Topograpliists  have  made  it  nearly  coin- 
cide with  the  position  of  the  ancient  Porta  Esqui- 
lina,  from  which  issued  tlie  two  roads  leading 
respectively  to  Labicum  and  Prncncsta^'  If  any 
use  is  to  be  assigned  to  an  arch  standing  so  near  a 
gate  of  the  ancient  city,  we  should  call  it  an 
auxiliary  or  lateral  entrance  belonging  to  the  Porta 
Esquilnia.  The  name  of  Salonina,  the  chaste  wife 
of  a  most  profligate  husband,  sheds  a  lustre  over 
that  of  Gallienus ;  otherwise  we  should  not  linger  a 


■*"  Sec  Giblfons  Decline  and  Fall,  S^'c.  ch.  x. 
w  See  ForstfUis  Eemarks  oti  Italyt  art.  ^*  Works  of  the  Em- 
pire." 
^1  Strabo,  a^i  iii  Nutu  i7. 
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moment  in  contemplating  a  monument  in  Rome 
which  has  nothing  to  give  it  an  interest  except  the 
antiquity  of  nearly  1,600  years.  In  more  modern 
times,  it  has  been  better  known  as  the  Arco  S.  Vito, 
The  chains  and  keys  suspended  over  it"  are  said 
to  have  been  brought  from  Viterbo  by  the  Romans, 
as  tokens  of  conquest  during  those  petty  wars  which 
turned  the  cause  of  freedom  into  ridicule:  and  if 
we  have  just  recognised  the  ti'ophies  of  Domitian 
or  Trajan,  which  betokened  some  conquest  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube,  we  now  see  a  meaner  token 
of  some  victory  on  the  neighbouring  banks  of  the 
Tyher."^  Such^  in  a  few  centuries,  was  the  reduced 
scale  of  Roman  glory. 

Tlie  adjoining  church  of  S.  Vito  is  handed  down 
by  tradition  with  the  words  *'  in  Maccllo"  added; 
and  it  is  said  by  Anastasius  that  Liberius  founded 
the  Basilica  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore  near  the  Macel- 
Uim  Libia; "  (wliich,  doubtless,  should  be  read 
**  Livia?),"  "  Macellum  Livianum"  is  mentioned 
by  Rufus  in  tlie  fifth  region,  and  the  testimonies 

*2  Tliey  are  now  (April,  1828)  taken  away.  This  description 
was  written  in  lfi26. 

**  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Viterbo  yielded  up  some  territory  to  the 
Romans,  and  the  chains  and  keys  here  alluded  to  were  brought 
from  the  Porta  Salsicchia  of  that  town,  as  appears  from  the  au- 
thorities carefully  collected  in  note  1.  of  Nardini,  torn,  ii-  p.4S. 
Similar  tro]>hieB  are  those  chains  hung  over  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  at  (Jenoa,  and  tliose  on  the  columns  of  porphyry  before 
the  Baptistery  at  Horence>  wJiich  remind  us  of  the  cruel  petty 
wars  of  the  middle  ages.  Vide  Histoirc  dcs  Repttb,  Italiennes^ 
par  Sismondi,  vol.  vi.  p.  199.  ch.  42.  anno  135t;  ibid.  vol.  vi. 
ch.  4-7^  and  vol.  viii.  eh.  fiO. 

*■•  De  Vitis  Pojttif.  Bonu  torn.  i.  p.  57.  edit.  Rom.  1718,  a.  c. 
352— -366.    In  the  margin  of  this  edition,  here  cited,  is  read 
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above  cited  seem  to  point  to  tliis  place  :  perhaps 
the  word,  indicating  a  butchery,  may  form  part  of 
the  origin  of  a  tradition  which  points  out  this 
neighbourliood  as  the  scene  of  early  martyrdom. 
The  church  of  S.  Vito  contains  a  stone  on  which 
were  slaughtered  many  Christians,^^  Santa  Pras- 
sede  is  represented  in  the  middle  of  her  church,  as 
squeezing  from  a  sponge  tlic  blood  of  the  martyrs 
she  had  carefully  collected.  Nardini,  and  still  more 
firmly  Alberto  Cassio,  believe  the  church  of  Santa 
Prassede  to  be  founded  upon  the  baths  of  Novattis***; 
and  to  their  authority  the  opinion  of  Martuielli 
seems  to  have  yielded,  who  thought  those  baths  to 
lie  under  the  church  of  Santa  Pudenziana.^"  The 
Thermae  Novati  are  also  registered  in  this  region, 
and  derive  some  interest  from  the  name.  Seneca 
dedicated  one  of  his  works  to  Novatus,  with  whom 
may,  perhaps,  be  identified  the  owner  of  the  baths. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  illustrate  ecclesiastical 
antiquities,  that  the  same  Novatus,  or  his  brother, 
was  one  of  tlie  early  Christians  "  in  Caesar's  house- 
hold," 

It  is  said  the  church  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore  stands 


^^  "  E  un  antico  cippo  BepoTcrale  Paganoj  chc  ancora  con- 
serva  I'aiitica  iscrizione.  Quelli  die  illustrano  le  anticlnt^ 
Christiune  potranno  concili«re  questo  piinto." — Nardmi,  Horn. 
Antic*  torn.  ii.  p. 'tl.  note  1. 

^^  The  account  of  Pudt-ns,  Novatus,  S.  Praxcdis,  and  Pudcn- 
tiana,  is  found  in  a  MS.  now  publislicd  in  the  Vatican,  but  pub- 
lished l)y  Cassio,  Corso  deV  Acque^  Sfc,  torn.  ii.  p.  280.  'fliat 
the  baths  of  Novatus  were  made  into  the  church  of  S.  Prassede, 
see  the  same  Cassio,  torn.  ii.  p.  ii77. 

*^  MartinMt  Roma  ex  Ethmca  Sacra,  p.  286.  and  288.  edit. 
1653,  bvo. 
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near  the  site  of  the  temple  of  "  Juno  '^  Lucina,"  and 
that  the  beautiful  marble  columns  which  now  adorn 
the  interior  of  the  Basilica  once  belonged  to  the 
temple  :  of  tliis  there  is  no  proof.  The  column 
which  stands  iu  the  Piazza,  upon  its  disproportionate 
modern  basement,  was  taken  from  tlie  temple  of 
Peace;  and  the  small  obelisk  which  is  seen  ou  the 
declivity  of  the  hill  behind  the  tribunal  once 
adorned  the  mausoleum  of  Augustus. 

The  church  of  S.  Pudens  and  S.  Pudentiana 
staiuls  in  the  valley  which  separates  that  part  of 
the  Esquiline  hill  we  have  now  leik  from  the 
'*  Vmiinal,'*  which  begins  to  appeal  in  a  vineyard 
above.  Pudens  is  said  to  have  been  a  person  of 
power  in  the  time  of  Nero,  and  a  Christian :  it  was 
therefore  easy  to  suppose  that  he  received  S.  Peter 
into  his  house  upon  the  Apostle's  arrival  at  home.* 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  church  of  S.  Pudens  and  his 
daughter  is  built  upon  an  ancient  edifice,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  tesselated  pavement  now 
sen-es  for  the  flooring  of  the  side  aisles  :  there  are 
also  several  ancient  columns  of  moderate  dimen- 
sions preserved  within  the  ])illars  of  the  church. 
Underneath  are  several  vaults,  which  have  of  late 
years  been  excavated  :  tliey  seem  to  have  belonged 
to  the  foundations  of  the  original  church,  and  are 
perhaps  built  upon  other  ruins,  but  of  what  nature 
or  extent  it  is  impossible  to  say ;  the  greater  pro- 
bability is,  tliey  are  not  the  baths  of  Novatus. 
There  remains,  therefore,  the  received  ti'adition  of 


5^   Vettuti,  AftHcJtitd,  Sfc,  torn.  i.  p.  184. 
•  See  Note  O  O. 
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the  house  of  Pudens.*^  Faint  as  is  the  light  of 
ecclesiastical  records  on  tliose  early  traces  of  Chris- 
tianity,  and  uncertain  as  tradition  so  remote  must 
ever  be,  it  is  yet  by  no  means  unedifying  for  the 
Christian,  much  less  a  subject  of  ridicule,  to  reflect 
upon  these  earliest  scenes  of  holy  zeal  and  piety, 
and  combine  the  little  evidence  there  is  left  with 
probabilities.  The  inscription  in  the  chapel  of 
S.  Peter  with  a  name  very  like  Pudentiana  was 
brought  from  a  distant  cemetery,  and  is  of  a 
Christian  character,  but  it  has  no  pretensions  to 
any  antiquity  so  remote  as  the  second  century. 

In  order  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  Viminal 
hill,  let  us  ascend  the  Strada  Quattro  Fontane 
until  we  arrive  at  the  Via  Vitale.  Leaving  the 
baths  of  Diocletian  on  our  riglit,  and  descending 
by  the  road  last  mentioned,  it  will  be  observed 
we  have  on  our  left  an  eminence  of  considerable 
elevation,  separated  from  the  Quirinal  hill  by 
a  valley  of  no  small  extent:  this  was  anciently 
called  the  "  Vallis  Quirini"^;"  and  from  hence  was 
tlie  ascent  by  a  large  flight  of  steps  to  the  temple  of 
Quirinus,  of  which  there  are  left  some  vestiges  in 
the  garden  of  tlie  Noviciate  college.  The  north 
side  of  the  Viminal  hill,  tluis  seen  from  the  Via 
Vitale,  lias  been  built  up  by  an  immense  wall. 


59  Barojiius,  Annates  EcehsUt^,    torn.  il.  p.  205.   anno  159. 
[tilit.  Lucca:,  1738,  and  p.  227.  aun.  165.  ibid, 
''^  This  appears  from  Juvenal ;  — 

"  Officium  eras 

Primo  aole  mihi  peragendum  in  Valle  Quirini." 

Sca.'xu  V.  132. 


See  also  Ovid.  Fast,  lib.  iv,  373. 
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originally  of  peperine  stone.  Seine  remains  of  it 
will  be  seen  by  approaching  the  hill  through  the 
adjoining  vineyard,  as  also  some  masses  of  brick- 
work and  reticulated  tufo,  wliich  have  subsequently 
been  placed  against  the  huge  blocks  of  stone.  In 
some  places  they  seemed  to  have  served  lor  no  other 
purpose  but  for  a  support  to  the  falling  hill ;  but  In 
others  they  have  manifestly  formed  the  vaulted 
rooms  of  some  edifice  ;  and  because  the  church  of 
S.  Lorenzo  in  Pane  Perna  is  said  to  have  been 
built  upon  the  baths  of  Olympias,  these  ruins  are 
attributed  to  that  edifice.  **  Thermte  Olympiadis" 
arc  found  in  the  fifth  region.  With  a  greater  de- 
gree of  certainty  we  may  recognise,  on  the  side 
of  this  hill,  the  site  of  the  batlis  of  Agrippina  ;  for 
here  were  found  two  statues  of  Bacchus,  on  whose 
bases  were  written  "  In  lavacro  Agrippinas." "' 
Hadrian  repaired  a  bath  (lavacrum)  of  Agrippa; 
and,  by  a  slight  variation  of  the  reading,  it  has 
been  identified  with  the  one  in  question.  ^"^  In  this 
same  j)lacc  was  also  discovered  the  level  of  ancient 
Rome,  at  a  depth  of  twenty  Roman  palms  ;  a 
fact  which  may  assist  us  in  estimating  the  original 
lieight  of  the  Viminal  liill,  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  supporting  walls.  The  vineyard  above  these 
substructions  belongs  to  the  church  and  con\  ent  of 
S.  Lorenzo.  The  church  stands  on  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  which  is  found  to  be  IGO  feet  above  the 


c»    VemtH,  AnHchita  di  Ram.  torn.  i.  p.  182. 

*3  Hadrian  let  the  original  inscriptions  remain  upon  the  mo- 
numents he  repaired,  *'  Itomic  instauravitPantheuni,  Basilicam 
Keptuni,  sacras  acdes  plurimas>  forum  Augusti,  Lavttcritm 
Affripp<B,  eaque  omnia  propriis  ct  veteribus  noniiuibus  cousecra? 
vit."  —  ^Ui.  Spttrtian,  in  vit,  Hadrian,  cap,  18. 
VOL.  I.  P 
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level  of  the  sea :  the  height  of  the  Esquiline  is  se- 
venteen feet  more ;  the  Qiurinal  about  tlie  papal 
palace  is  twelve  feet  less. '^^  Our  circuit  is  to  be 
continued  by  descending  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
Via  Vitale,  Avhere  it  makes  an  angle  with  the  vStrada 
de'  Serpenti.  Continuing  along  that  street  until  its 
intersection  with  the  Via  Pane  Perna^  and  Via 
Magnanapoli,  we  shall  easily  understand  the  rela- 
tive positions  of  three  hills  with  regard  to  each 
other  :  for  the  ascent  on  tlie  left  leads  to  the  church 
of  S.  Lorenzoj  whici],  we  have  already  observetl, 
stands  on  the  summit  of  the  Viminal  hill;  the 
ascent  on  the  right  leads  totlie  Torre  del(e  Miiizie, 
which  stands  on  tliat  part  of  the  Quirinal  over- 
looking the  fbruin  of  Trajan  ;  and  a  branch  of 
the  Esquihne  hill  is  situated  in  front,  as  we  look 
towards  the  Colosseum.  It  is  that  part  of  the 
Esqiulia:?,  usually  called  "  Mons  Oppius,"  which 
yet  remains  to  be  visited  :  but,  before  commencing 
to  examine  it,  we  shall  find  it  not  inexpedient  to 
ascend  to  the  gardens  behind  the  convent  of  S.  Lo- 
renzo, in  order  to  complete  our  observations  on  tlie 
Viminal  liill  and  the  Vallis  Qtiirini,    We  have  been 


^*^  TUesc  measurements  are  given  with  scrupuloua  exactness 
in  Brocchl,  M  Suolo  di  lioma,  i^-c,  p.  *212. 

*J  Pane  Perna  is  supposed  by  sotiic  to  be  a  corruption  ol' 
Perpennie,  the  pracnoinen  of  an  indivukml  wJin  lived  in  the  time 
of  Constaiitine.  An  inscription  bearing  tlie  numu  was  found  at 
the  dmrch  ol*  JS.  Lorenzo ;  but  Nardini's  editor  (torn.  ii.  p.  47. 
note  1-)  msinuates  tliat  the  god  Fan  may  liave  sonietliing  to  do 
wich  the  etymology.  **  Non  gi^  da  una  iscrizione,"  says  Fico- 
roni,  "  nni  bensi  dal  pane  ^  presciuUo  clie  davasi  ai  povcri^ 
commutali  al  presente  in  un  prunzo  che  bI  cla  loro  una  volta 
r  anno."-—  Vestigie  di  Bvm,  Antic,  lib.  i.  cap.  18.  p.  1*23. 


DISS.  V. 


AND    THE    COLOSSEUM. 


$11 


P^ 


I 


thus  minute  in  describing  these  outlines,  because 
the  VimiuLil  is  the  least  easy  for  a  person  unac- 
quainted with  Rome  to  understand;  but,  when 
thus  accurately  surveyed,  will  be  found  to  be  as 
strongly  marked  as  any  of  the  seven  hills. 

From  the  churcli  of  S.  Lorenzo  we  shall  descend 
the  Viniinal  hill,  by  the  Via  Pane  Perna,  to  where 
that  street  forms  an  angle  with  the  Via  Urbana ; 
which,  in  continuation  with  the  Via  Pudcnziana,  se- 
parates the  Esquiline  from  the  Viminal  hill.  After 
recognising  the  point  from  whence  we  set  out  to 
make  this  contour,  we  may  continue  along  the  Via 
Urbana  ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  street,  if  tradition 
lias  been  faithful,  was  situated  some  part,  at  least, 
f  the  ancient  Subura.  There  has  been  a  diversity 
of  opinions  witli  regard  to  the  position  of  the  Su- 
bura :  Panvinio  first  placed  it  between  the  Cacliaa 
and  Palatine  hills,  beginning  at  Constantine's 
arch®*;  and  he  continually  calls  the  street,  which 
in  liis  time  bore  the  name,  the  "  falsa  Subura/* 
Biondo,  curiously  enough,  took  the  Vimiiud  hill 
for  it^  ;  but  Fulvio  brought  it  down  to  the  valley 
beneath.  "^  Nardini  entered  the  lists  with  Dona- 
tus*^,  and  insisted  upon  the  Subura  having  been  in 
the  valley  wliich  separates  the  Esquiline  from  the 
Ca;lianhi]l:  Montiaucon  adjusts  the  argument *% 
but  takes  a  decided  part  with  neither.  Nardini  is 
servilely  followed  by  Venutt,  and  Venuti  is  confuted 
by  his  editor,  who  accuses  Pirro  Ligorio  of  having 


**  Ontqf/trio  Panvinio,  Urb,  Rom.  Descript,  lib.  u  p,  69. 

^  Bhndoy  Rom.  Rtstemrai.  lib.  i.  cart.  22. 

«7  An^hita  deiia  Citiii  di  Rom.  lib.ii.  cart.  7a 

^"^  Roma  AiUica^  lib.  iii.  cap.  vi. 

*^  Diarium  Itaiintmi  cap.  ix.  p.  131. 
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altered  the  text  of  the  Regionaries^* ;  but,  taking 
the  text  as  it  stands    in    Nardini,   we   have   the 
Subura  mentioned  by  one  or  tlie  other  in  the  se- 
cond, third,  and  fourth  regions.  ^*     The  anonymons 
writer  of  the  eiglith  century  places  it  where  tra- 
dition   lias    preserved    tlie    name.  ^^     S.  Gregory 
names   the   church  of  S.Agatha  "in    Subura^, 
which  church  we  left  on  the  right  of  the  Strada 
de'  Serpenti,  and  near  the  Via  Magnanapoli.    Awa- 
stasius  more  faithfully  designates  this  church   by 
placing  it  above  the  Subura ^^,  as  it  actually  stands 
upon  tlie  dechvity  of  the  Quirinal  hill.     Now,  as 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt   the  authenticity  of 
these  testimonies,  we  can  trace  tlie  Subura  from 
beyond  the  Colosseum,  at  least,  to  the  Via  Leonina: 
and  therefore  w^e  suppose  the  name  to  have  been 
generally  applied  to  a  continuation  of  streets  im- 
mediately under  the  Esquiline  hill^^  in  a  direction 

'**    Venutij  Aidichitii^  Sfc,  torn.  i.  j>.  24-4'.  note  b. 

"'  **  Luparia?  in  Subura."  —  Ref^.  II.  P.  Victor.  "  Caput  Su- 
burjE."  —  Reff,  III.  Sex.  Pi/fus.  "  Subura."  —  Ibid.  P.  Victor, 
**  Suburram."  —  Feff.  IV.  Notitia. 

''  "  Laurentii  in  Formonso,  ubi  ille  as&atus  est.  Iterum  per 
Suburani,  lliernise  Trajani  ad  vincula."  —  MabiUony  AnaJeda 
Veteraj  torn.  iv.  p.  507. 

AlsOj  "  SanctfE  Agathae  in  Diaconia,  Monastcrum  S.  Aj^a- 
tlifle/' — Ihid,  "  Monaslerium  S-  Agathae,  Subuha."  —  Ihid!. 
p.510. ;  which,  if  Nardini  had  n^ad,  he  \rould  have  spared  him- 
•elf  tlie  trouble  of  a  long  argumciit  in  Roma  Anticai  torn.  i. 
p.  191. 

'3  S.  Gregoriiy  Bpist,  xix.  lib.  iii. 

^•1  **  Et  in  monasterio  S.  Agathae  Martyris,  super  Suliuram." 
—  Aftast.  in  vit,  Leon.  m.  p.  293.  edit.  Horn.  1718;  conijMire 
also  the  anonymous  of  Mubillon,  as  cited  in  Note  72.  above. 

7*  "  Cedere  namque  fora  jam  non  tibi  dcterius,  quam 
Esquilias  a  ferventi  migrare  Suburra." 

Jutvnali  Sal.  xi.  .'50. 
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which  may  be  followed  from  the  church  of  S.  Cle- 
niente  down  to  the  Colosseum ;  and,  after  some 
interruption  about  the  temple  of  Hadrian,  may  be 
resinned  near  the  ascent  from  the  Tor  dc'  Conti  to 
the  church  of  Sv  Pietro  in  Vinculis,  and  continued 
past  the  S.  Maria  ai  Monti  to  our  station  at  the 
end  of  the  Via  Leonina. 

We  shall  now  ascend  to  the  church  of  S.  Fran- 
ceso  di  Paola,  and  by  walking  round  the  green 
phitform  we  shall  meet  the  ascent  just  alluded  to, 
le:ulitig  up  to  the  portico  of  the  S,  Pietro  in  Vin- 
culis.  This  road  goes  down  towards  the  Roman 
Forum,  and  is  in  the  direction  of  tlie  ancient  Clivus 
Virbius  :  for  the  Vicus  iJceleratus  was  in  the  fourth 
region,  and  must  have  commimicated  with  the  Cli- 
vus Virbius,  and  by  another  street  (the  Vicus  Cy~ 
prius)  with  tlie  Roman  Forum/^  The  feeble  liglit 
to  aid  us  in  this  piece  of  topography  is  chiefly  de- 
rived from  a  well-known  passage  in  Livy'^,  wherein 
the  historian  describes  the  scene  of  Tullia's  impiety- 
Considering,  however,  that  the  street  which  pre- 
served  in  its  name  the  memory  of  that  atrocious 
deed  ^*  connnunicated  with  the  declivity  leading  up 


"6  *<  Ciprius  a  Cipro*  ,  .  .  Prope  hutic  Sceleratus,  dictus  a 
Tullia,"  &c. —  Varro,  lib.  iv.  cap.  32. 

'7   Tit  Liv.  lib.  i.  cap.  4-8.  cited  in  Dissertation  I. 

—  IMonys,   Halicam,  Attiig,  Horn,  lib.  iv.  torn.  i.  p.  233.  edit. 
Oxonia;,  1701-. 

£toa,^0(  oX€i«<  in  this  passage  is  the  same  as  Clivus  Virbius  in 
Livy  ;  called  also  by  Solinus  (Z>c  Cotisecrat,  Urh.  cap.  ii.)  Cli- 
vus Urbicus,  and  by  Festus  (in  verb.)  Orbius.  Oionysius,  we 
observe,  identifies  it  with  the  Vicus  Sceleratus,  If  even  that 
were  the  case  (whicli,  however,  is  not  countenanced  by  Livyi 
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to  the  Esqailinc  liill,  and  that  the  said  street  was  iri 
the  fourth  region,  that  declivity,  orClivus  Virbius, 
could  not  be  other  than  some  ascent  from  about 
the  Via  de'  Conti  to  the  church  of  S.  Pietro  in  Vin- 
cuHs ;  and  again,  as  the  Vicus  Sceleratus  succeeded 
to  the  Vicus  Cyprius,  the  latter  could  be  no  other 
than  a  street  communicating  with  the  Roman  Fo- 
rum somewhere  behind  tl\e  Carina? ;  that  is,  where 
tradition  lias  preserved  the  name  in  a  small  church, 
or  Oratorio,  situated  in  tlie  Via  del  Colovsseo.  The 
latter  part  of  this  statement  is  borne  out  by  the 
testimony  of  Dionysius.^'*  As  the  attempt  to  state 
any  thing  more  definite  upon  this  subject  would  be 
attended  with  little  success,  so  would  it  contribute 
but  little  to  our  instruction  and  amusement. 

The  Via  di  S,  Pietro  in  Vinculis  may  almost  be 
taken  as  a  common  limit  to  the  third  and  fifth 
regions  ;  and  we  may  now  follow  that  sohtaryroad 
as  far  as  the  church  of  S.  Martiuo  ai  Monti.  The 
rums  into  which  the  church  of  S.  Sylvester  was 
embodied  belonged  to  the  baths  of  Trajan  ;  so  that 
we  are  already  witliin  the  borders  of  the  third 
region.^^     The  remains  of  the  old  church  may  be 


and  is  at  variance  with  Varro  :  see  Notes  76,  77.  above),  it  will 
not  obscure  our  topography  ;  but  Nardini  (i?ow.  Antic,  torn.  i. 
p.  328.^  has  shown  that  Dionysius,  in  this  instance,  wants  dis- 
crimination. 

iv\  Toy  Kvicficy  i^xifjuv^i^  OTii'i'it&i',  «>fta  o*  tIj  x,  t.  X.  —  L}i<my$»  Ho- 
licarji.  ibid.  lib.  iii.  p.  154.  torn.  i. 

*^  '*  lisdcm  temporibus  constituit  B,  Sylvester  in  urbe  Roma 
titulum  Ruiim  in  Regionc  III,  juxta  Tliermas  Domitiiuias,  quae 
cngnominuntur  Trajunte  ;  id  estj  titutum  Sylvestri."  —  Anastas. 
Bibliothtx.  de  vitis  Pontif.  Sfv.  p.  1 04.  apud  Seriptor.  Her.  Itaiie. 
Muratvr,  !om.  iii.  edit.  Mediol.  1723. 
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seen  by  descending  below  the  present  one,  which  is 
newly  ornamented.  Subsequently  were  built  those 
square  brick  pillars  which  deform  the  origintilwork. 
It  is,  indeed,  most  probable  that  we  see  now  nothing 
more  ancient  than  the  work  of  Pope  Symmachus, 
who  entirely  re-made  tlie  church  towards  the  end 
of  the  fifth  century,*'  These  ruins  are  not  of  an 
extent  or  a  nature  to  require  description*'-  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  the  "Therma;  TrajamK" 
were  any  thing  else  but  a  contuiuation  of  the  baths 
of  Titus,  although  it  is  manifest,  botli  from  inscrip- 
tions™ and  the  regionaries  ^S  that  they  were  dis- 
tinctly known  by  the  epithet  of  Trajanae.  They  are 
consecrated  in  ecclesiastical  histoiy  as  the  scene  of 
two  councils,  in  which  the  heresiesof  the  third  and 
fourth  centuries  were  condemned."  It  was  at  one 
time  doubtful  whether  these  baths  should  hand 
down  to  posterity  tlje   name  of  Domitian  or  of 


*•'  "  Intra  civitatem  Romouam,  Basilicam  Sanctorum  Sylvestri 
ct  Martini  a  fuiidamentis  construxit,  juxt4i  Tliermas  Trajanas." 
^^  AnastasiiiSy  ihid.  p.  12t.  in  vit.  Symmctchu 

^  These  ruins  are  published  ailer  tlie  designs  of  Palladio. 
Termey  tav.  v.  vi.  &c.  p.  18. 

**  The  following  was  found  on  tlw  spot:  — 

IVLIVS    FELIX   CAMPANIANVS 

V.  C.    PHAEPECTVS    URB.   AD.   AVGENDAM 

TIIEHMAnVM    TRAIANAflVM 

GRATIAM    CONLOCAVIT. 

Tlie  ThermtE  Trajana;  are  also  mentioned   in  the   inscription 
alluded  to  in  Note  37.  to  p.  198. 

^  Both  Victor  and  Kufus  have  Themiffi  Titi,  and  immediately 
followed  by  Therma;  Trajani,  The  Notitia  still  more  clearly 
shows  the  whole  was  one  establishment :  "  Thermas  Trajanas  et 
Titianas,"    Vide  Panvinio,  Urb.  Rom.  Descript. 

•**  Vide  Baron,  Annnles  Ecchsias.  torn.  iii.  p.  277.  edit,  Ant- 
werp, les*,  in  A.  c.  524'.  Silvestri  Pap.  11.  Constap.  Imp.  19. 
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Trajan  *" :  the  former,  doubtless,  laid  the  foundation 
for  extending  the  mi*,^!ity  work  of  his  predecessor  j 
but  the  task  of  finishing  it,  an  J,  finally,  the  glory 
of  a  name,  was  reserved  for  Trajan.  In  the  time 
of  Leo  X.,  two  statues  of  the  young  Antinous  were 
found  amongst  these  ruins,  in  a  place  called  the 
Adrianello,  which  has  given  rise  to  a  supj)osition 
that  Hadrian  also  added  to  the  baths.^"  But,  even 
supposing  he  merely  ornamented  them,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work  may  be  traced  from  the  ninth 
consulate  of  Domitian  to  the  time  of  Hadrian, 
about  a  space  of  twenty-eight  years  "^^j  whilst,  in 
the  short  space  of  two  years  and  nine  months, 
Titus  finished  the  Colosseum,  and  built  his  palace 
and  baths  near  it.®  Connected,  however,  as  these 
ruins  are  with  the  baths  of  Titus,  properly  so  called, 
we  may  consider  them  as  involved  in  the  same  his- 
tory, but  not  in  the  same  plan.  The  ground-work 
of  Titus's  baths  may  be  traced  so  as  to  exhibit  a 
rectangular  space,  with  "  exhedrae"  and  other  out- 
works resembling  tliose  of  Caracalla:  but  as  the 
remains  are  partial,  and  scattered  over  a  number  of 
vineyards,  we  must  be  content  to  see  them  in  de- 
tached parts,  and  refer  to  the  general  plan  of  the 
whole.     For  the  better  understanding,  however,  of 


^  See  NoleSO.  top.  214. 

87  Vetiutij  AjOichita,  SfC.  tom.i.  p.  200.  See  q\&o  Lu^nisderi't 
Anciefit  Rome,  p.  193.;  bvit  he  misquotes  Nanlini. 

*^  Vide  Cassiodar.  Cmistdes^  ctmi  emtwwntar,  Cuspinianiy  p.412. 
edit.  Basil. 

**  "  Ampbithcatro  dedicato,  thermisque  juxta  celeriter  ex- 
structis,  niiiiius  edidit  apjMLratisaiiuuni  largissimumque." — Suet, 
in  Tito,  cap.  vii. ;  and  compare  Aurelius  Victor  dt  Casaribits  in 
TUo. 


DISS.  V 


AND    THE    COLOSSEUM. 


SI7 


those  ruins,  which  we  shall  find  anierior  to  the 
baths  of  Titus,  it  may  be  expedient,  in  the  first 
place,  to  state  as  much  as  can  be  collected  from 
ancient  autliors  touching  the  history  of  the  Esqui- 
line  hilJ. 

Before  *  the  Augustan  af^e,  the  Esquiline  hill 
was  cither  deserted  or  leil  for  the  meanest  of  the 
people  to  inhabit:  sometliing  of  the  nature  of  a 
*'  nial'iiria/'  we  suspect,  w^as  the  cause  ;  but  Horace 
furnishes  us  with  another  reason — that  the  Esquiliae 
was  a  pubhc  burial-ground,  where  the  dead  bodies 
of  skves,  without  having  undergone  tlie  process  of 
burning,  were  promiscuously  deposited :  from  this 
circumstance  the  whole  neighbourhood  was  infected* 
Maecenas  having  obtained  possession  of  tlie  ground* 
turned  it  into  gardens,  made  it  a  healthy  and  agree- 
able situation,  or,  what  is  more  likely,  rendered  it 
iasliionable.  It  is  certain  those  pits  into  which  the 
dead  bodies  were  thrown  could  not  be  allowed 
within  the  city ;  and  Horace  further  intimates  that 
the  •'  agger"  was  a  part  of  the  ground  improved 
by  Maecenas,  Tlie  public  burial-ground,  therefore, 
we  conceive  to  have  been  situated  about  the  Villa 
Gaetani  and  the  church  of  S.  Eusebio  j  and,  there- 
fore, the  gardens  made  by  Mai^ccnaa  extended  thus 
far  behind  his  house,  which  was  situated  where 
Titus  afterwards  reared  his  baths.  If  tlie  scholiast 
Acron  by  "Thermae"  means  the  baths  of  Titus, 
the  latter  part  of  his  commentary  is  not  strictly 
true ;  for  then  those  offensive  sepulchres  would 
have  been  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city.  Maecenas 
was  buried  at  the  extremity  of  the  Esquiline  hill : 
this  might  be  in  liis  own  gardens ;  and,  thereibre, 

•  See  Note  PP. 
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we  strongly  suspect  that  tlic  large  sepulchral  mo- 
nument which  is  now  made  into  a  motlern  habit- 
atiorij  situated  in  the  Orto  Altieri,  and  not  far  from 
tlie  church  of  S,  Eusebio,  is  veiy  near,  if  not  some 
corruption  of,  tlie  tomb  of  Mgecenas.  His  house 
and  extensive  gardens  were  bequeathed  to  Au- 
gustus***, and  thus  came  by  heritage  into  the  pos- 
session of  Nero,  That  emperor,  not  content  with 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Palatine  hiil,  continued  his 
house  as  far  as  the  Esquiline,  making  the  buildings 
of  Mfiecenas  subservient  to  his  use.  By  comparing 
the  words  of  Tacitus  witli  those  of  Suetonius,  it  is 
to  be  gatliered  that  Maecenas's  house  was  situated 
on  that  part  of  the  Esquiline  hill  which  comes 
nearest  to  the  Palatine  :  and  thus  we  are  enabled 
to  identify  the  ruins,  so  celebrated  for  their  Arab- 
esque paintings,  with  the  house  of  Maecenas  em- 
bodied in  that  of  Nero.  Upon  all  this  Titus 
formed  the  aiea  of  his  baths,  paying  little  regard, 
as  might  be  expected,  to  the  enormous  palace  of 
the  cruel  tyrant.  In  forming  our  idea  of  the  figure 
and  extent  of  the  batlis,  we  must  consider  the  an- 
terior fabric  which  comes  in  a  transverse  direction 
as  subterraneous,  and  which  Titus,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, rendered  useless.^^  Thus  prepared,  and  with 
continual  reference  to  the  ichnography  delineated 
in  our  plan  of  ancient  Rome  ^\  we  may  first  go 


so 


xX^poMjuov  at/Tov.  —  jyion  Ca^s,  Hist,  Rom>  L  V.  in  Cos,  Aug, 
tom.  ii.  p.  777.  edit.  Hamburg,  1752 ;  see  also  Stietonius  in  vita 
Tiberiij  cap,  xv. 

*i  In  the  annexed  plan,  exhibiting  the  two  buildings  involved 
in  one,  we  have  delineated  all  that  belongs  to  the  more  ancient 
in  darker  tints, 

*2  See  Plan  of  Ancient  Homey  index  iL  art.  45. 


DISS.  V. 


AND    THE    COLOSSEUM. 


219 


round  the  outworks,  and  also  see  tlie  little  that 
remains  of  the  building  within  the  area. 


The  separate  ruin  (a)  was  die  large  reservoir  for  die 
use  of  die  whole  cstablishmentj  atitl  is  comiiioiily 
ciilletl  the  Selte  Sale :  it  consistsj  however,  of  nine 
compartments,  comrmiiiicating  with  each  other  by 
passages  disposed  oblkpiely,  aiul  thua  adafited  to 
lighten  the  pressure  of  the  water  against  the  se- 
veral partitions. ^^  The  walls  retain  the  incrusta- 
tion dept)sited  by  the  water  when  the  baths  were  in 
use,  not  less  than  thirteen  centuries  ago. 

(b)  Ruins  belonging  to  the  fabric  anterior  to  the  baths, 

as  appears  both  from  dieir  line  of  du'ection  and 
the  similarity  of  their  construction  ;  this  seems  to 
be  the  fardiesC  extent  of  the  budding  towards  the 
east.  In  the  walls  is  to  be  seen  a  channel  for  con- 
veying water  (according  to  the  opinion  of  De  Ro- 
manis  ^*)  from  the  hill,  so  as  to  preserve  the  rooms 
from  humidity. 

(c)  Hemicyclium,    forming   part  of   the   outworks   of 

Titus's  baths,  and  corresponding  to  those  marked 
(d)  (e)  nt  the  northern  and  southern  angles,  Tlie 
one  marked  (d)  stands  in  the  Via  Polveriera,  not 
far  from  the  church  of  S.  Pietro  in  Viucults,  and 
was  converted  by  the  French  into  a  gunpowder 
manufactory.  From  die  other,  (e),  (which,  toge- 
tlier  widi  the  adjacent  vaults,  now  Ibrras  a  sort  of 
terrace)  is  an  advantageous  view  of  the  ruins,  so  as 
to  enable  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the  whole  extent  of 
the  area. 


^  De  Ronianis  observes,  that  the  position  of  the  Sette  Sale 
being  symmetrical  to  the  more  ancient  rains,  that  reservoir  was 
Jirst  constructed  for  the  use  of  the  original  fabric.  Descrizione 
Archil.  deUe  Camere  Es^uiiine,  p.  7. 

'*•*  Camere  JSsquiline,  p.  14.  art.  7-  and  8. 
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(f)  Rooms  in  ihe  direction  of  the  ancient  fabric  fre- 
quently alluded  to,  but  soniewlmt  differing  in  their 
construction,  and  exhibiting  no  traces  of  ever 
having  been  painted  j  whicli  renders  it  probable 
that  tliey  were  originally  of  Nero,  but,  in  making 
them  subservient  to  the  area  of  the  Thermccs  were 
re- constructed. 

(g)  Ruins  belonging  to  the  same  fabric,  and  subsequently 
made  use  of  for  supporting  the  area  of  the  baths. 
For  the  same  purpose  the  substructlng  arches  (h) 
were  built;  and  they  are  easily  observed  lo  be  in 
a  uniform  direction  with  the  outworks  already  de- 
scribed.*^""' 

(i)  The  remains  of  the  interior  part  of  the  baths, 
which,  by  a  reference  to  the  plan  of  Caracalla's, 
niay  be  easily  adjusted.  In  the  same  vineyard, 
where  the  ruins  approach  nearest  to  the  Colos- 
seum, will  be  observed  the  circular  form  of  the 
Theatridium,  with  some  traces  of  the  seats:  under- 
neath it  are  the  rooms  containing  the  Arabesque 
paintings,  which  yet  remain  to  be  described* 

No  account  whatever  of  this  edifice  has  reached 
us,  nor  do  we  know  what  fiite  it  shared  during  the 
middle  a^es  :  in  all  probability  it  first  suffered  in 
the  devastation  made  by  Robert  Guiscard,  towards 
the  end  of  the  eleventh  century  ;  and  again  in  the 
.thirteenth  century,  under  Brancaleone  the  Roman 
senator,  ^  Three  hundred  years  ago  Raphael  and 
Giovanne  da  Udine  penetrated  into  the  rooms 
which  Titus  had  filled  up  and  made  subser\dent  to 
his  great  work  j  and  the  discovery  of  the  paintings 
enabled  those  men  to  restore  an  art  which  had 
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^5  Compare  aisoj  at  the  corresponding  letters,  tlie  Pkm  of  the 
^^  Vide  Muratorij  Rerum  ICaUcar,  Scriptores,  torn.  x.  p.  508. 
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been  lost  for  so  many  centuries.  It  is  not  known 
when  or  wherefore  those  places  were  subsequently 
filled  up ;  but  they  were  discovered  anew  in  1774, 
and  the  pictures  faithfully  delineated  by  Mirri. 
Partial  excavations  were  afterwards  made  for  the 
sake  of  arriving  at  more  of  the  paintings  ;  but  in 
the  year  1811,  and  continuing  until  1814,  a  great 
number  of  rooms  were  disinterred  and  laid  open. 
Various  fragments  of  marbles  and  ornaments  of 
every  description  were  discovered,  and  architects 
were  enabled  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
fabric.  Palladio,  Piranesi,  and  others'®,  have,  in- 
deed, made  plans  of  the  baths,  but  none  have  so 
faithfully  illustrated  the  two  buildings  involved  in 
one  as  De  Romanis.*  It  is  with  the  help  of  his 
drawings  that  we  are  enabled  to  lay  down  the 
following  plan  and  explanations  touching  that  part 
of  the  baths  to  which  the  above  remarks  are  chiefly 
applicable :  — 

■  1.  General  outline  of  the  Tkerirue  Titiance^  founded 
upon  the  ancient  fabric. 

2.  The  elevation  wall  of  the  said  fabric,  originally 
adorned  by  a  colonnade,  of  which  some  slight  ves- 
tiges are  remaining  in  the  compartment  marked 
(•)  with  an  asterisk. 

A.  Foundation  vaults,  &c.  subsequently  placed  against 
the  said  elevation  for  sustaining  the  Thermae. 

4.  Massive  wall,  which  determines  the  limits  of  the 
above-mentioned  fabric  on  this  side;  but  is  of  a 
construction  entirely  different  from  any  of  the  rest, 
being  a  mixture  of  materials  ad  Emplecton.     It  is 

^^  Palladio,  Terme,  tav.vii.  and^iii.  p.  20.  jSkrUo  de  Arehi' 
tetU  lib.  iii.  p.  92. 

^9  Le  Ajvtiche  Camere  EsquUine,  disegnate  ed  illusiraU  da  An- 
tonio de  Romanis,  edit.  Rom.  in  folio,  1823. 
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supposed  to  have  existed  even  prior  to  the  ancient 
fabric,  and  to  have  been  adopted  as  a  supporting 
wall  for  it,  as  well  as  for  a  substruction  of  the  hill, 

5.  Remains  of  some  apartments  apparently  contemporary 

with  the  substructing  vaults  near  them,  but  for 
which  no  specific  use  can  be  assigned. 

6.  Area  of  an  open  court,  or  Inner  garden,  surrounded 

on  three  sides  by  columns,  whose  positions  are  in- 
dicated; the  whole  subsequently  occupied  by  sub- 
structing arches  for  t!ie  'Hiernia;,  In  the  midst 
was  a  reservoir  or  fountain,  which  is  still  visible. 
From  this  court  the  surrounding  apartments  re- 
ceived their  light :  it  is  properly  called  the  Cavee- 
dhim.  ^^ 

7.  Principal  apartments,  which  yet  retain  traces  of  their 

original  magnificence.  The  largest,  which  is  oppo- 
site to  the  reservoir  or  fountain,  may  be  considered 
as  a  Tridimum,  or  summer  banqueting  room,  whilst 
those  on  each  side  marked  with  an  obelisk  (f )  may 
have  been  used  for  alike  purpose  in  the  winter  '"', 
having  a  du-ect  southern  aspect.  Tlie  chamber 
marked  with  a  cross  (  +  )  is  commonly  said  to  have 
contained  the  famous  group  of  the  Laoction ;  but 
of  this  tliere  Is  no  authority  more  positive  than  that 
the  said  group  was  found  near  t!ie  Sette  Sale  !  '**- 
All  these  rooms  were  splendidly  painted,  and  the 
ground-works  of  each  of  different  colours, 

8.  Apartments  supposed  to  have  been  reduced  to  private 
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iw  yitruvius  de  Cavis  jEdium,  lib,  vi.  cap.  3.  In  a  house  at 
Pompeii  a  fountain  is  similarly  situated  in  a  Cavffidium.  See 
MazoiSj  liiihies  de  Pompeiij  par,  ii.  tav.  11.  *'  Cavuniaidlum," 
says  Varro,  "  dictum  qui  locus  tcctus  intra  parietes  relinque- 
batur  patulus,  qui  essct  ad  communem  omnium  usum/*  —  De 
Ling.  LaL  lib.  iv.  cap.  S3.  See  Pompeii  descritta  da  Boimcci, 
p.  89.  edit.  Nap.  1827. 

'(^i  Camcre  Esqmli7i€y  p.  29.,  where  De  Roraanis  ought  to  have 
made  use  of  Vitruvius's  "  Cava  iedium  displuviata,"  as  evidently 
applicable  to  this  subject. 

i'^^  Camere  Esquilinc,  p.  32. 
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habitations  in  the  interval  which  elapsed  between 
the  relinquiiihing  of  the  old  fabric  and  the  epoch  of 
the  Therma?.  Some  staircases  which  conducted  to 
the  second  stories  still  remain  ;  also  some  paintings 
on  the  walls,  from  which  the  conjecture  as  to  the 
date  of  those  private  habitiitions  is  chiefly  derived. 
9.  Oratorio  of  S.  Felicita.  ^Vf/t' Signer  Guiittani's  illus- 
tration of  this  Christian  chapel  in  the  Memorie  Ert" 
ciclop,  ann.  18 IG. 

10.  Reservoir,  orcisteriij  made  for  the  convenience  of  the 

private  habitations  above  mentioned. 

11.  Corridor  of  counnuiucation,  enclosing  the  fourth  side 

of  the  Cavsedium,  first  discovered  in  1S13.  On  the 
vault  are  some  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  Ara- 
besque paintings ;  and  on  the  walls  are  traced  two 
snakes '^^  with  a  basin  placed  between  them,  above 
which  is  a  curious  inscription  written  on  tlie 
stucco. 

\9.  Corridor  (commonly  called)  of  Rhea  Sylvia^  so 
named  from  the  painting  which  is  to  be  seen  on  the 
vault,  representing  the  conception  of  Romulus.  '^'^ 

i3.  Separate  apartments  belonging  to  the  original  fabric, 
and  which  have  been  riclily  ornamenteiL 


103  Xlie  Awocato  Fea  has  also  illustrated  this  Oratorio,  which 
is  supposed  to  liave  bceu  used  for  Christian  worship  as  early  as 
the  seventli  or  eighth  century.  The  calendar  wJiich  wiis  found 
written  on  the  stucco  is  an  object  of  interest  and  curiosity.  See 
an  engraving  of  the  same  in  Dc  Eomanis^  at  p.  J '2, 

i"J-i  A  line  in  Persius  shows  us  that  this  was  the  usual  notice 
for  our  •'  Commit  no  nuisance  ;"  — 

—  "  Hie,  inquie,  veto  quisquam  faxit  oletum. 

Pingc  duos  angues,  Pueri,  sacer  est  locus  ;  extra 
Meile-"  Sat.i.  112. 

DVOnRCl"  nEOS  iit  deana**  et   iovem 

OPTVMV"    MAXIMV^'    HABEAT    IRATOS 
tiVISQVIS   JIIC    MIXERIT    AVT    CACAHIT. 

For  these  paintings  eec  tlie  work  \}{  Mirru 
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14,  Space  in  which  probably  existed  a  second  Cavsedium 

of  the  form  of  a  trapezium,  and  which  was  after- 
wards occupied  by  vaults  for  sustaining  the  baths. 
Of  the  surrounding  buildings,  in  which  tJiere 
seems  some  confusion,  the 

15.  Large  square  room,  and  the  other  (16.)  of  still  more 

curious  construction,  are  worthy  of  observation. 
It  has  been  found  impossible  to  adjust  the  corridors 
(17.)  with  the  rest  of  the  building;  because  it  hasevi- 
dently  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Thermae. 
Over  the  space,  18.,  where  they  cease  the  old  fabric 
is  lost ;  so  that  we  are,  no  doubt,  indebted  to  the 
circumstance  of  its  having  been  made  the  found- 
ation of  Titus's  works  for  as  many  of  the  rooms  as 
are  preserved.  It  is  to  be  remarked  of  our  plan  of 
the  Thermae  Tiiiana^^  that  the  white  ground  indi- 
cates the  excavations  made  in  1813. 


^ 


We  may  now  turn  our  undivided  attention  to 
the  history  and  description  of  the  Colosseum. 

The  design  of  erecting  an  amphitheatre  in  tlie 
middle  of  the  city  originated  \vith  Augustus ;  but 
it  was  left  for  VespavSian  and  his  son  to  accom- 
plish.^**' It  was  erected  on  a  spot  which  had  pre- 
viously been  covered  with  the  j>ools  belonging  to 
the  "  Gohlen  House"  of  Nero.'*^*'  The  nature  of 
the  ground  is  a  fiuviatic  substance  of  siliceous- 
argillaceous  sand'^;  and  it  stood  so  low,  with 
reference  to  the  three  converging  hills  contiguous. 


J 


107  i«  Item  amphitheatruni  urbe  media,  ut  destinasse  com- 
pererat  Augustuiu/'- —  SueL  in  Vespusia?*.  cap.  ix. ;  et  vide  Aurel, 
Victor  de  CtBsaribus  in  Vespasian,  et  Tito.  Casstodor,  in  Chro' 
nic.  Domitian.  ii.  et  Rufa  Coss^ 

lOfl  Martial  de  Spectac.  epig.  it.    Conf.  Suet,  in  Nerone,  cap.  31 . 

l*>9  Vide  Carta  Fisica  del  suoh  di  Roma  da  G.  Brocchi. 
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that  a  number  of  tlrains  were  necessary  for  keeping 
the  ground  in  a  fit  state  j  of  which  some,  having 
been  recently  repaired,  are  still  used  for  the  same 
purpose.  The  late  excavations  have  exposed  the 
levelj  from  which  the  spectator  had  originally  to 
look  up  to  the  top  of  the  miglity  walls;  which 
inclines  us  still  more  to  excuse  the  hyperboles  of 
the  ancient  writers,  compaiing  the  "huge  mass" 
to  the  pyramids  of  Egj^pt,  calling  it  one  of  the 
wonders  of  tlie  AvorkP'",  and  aflirming  that  the 
human  eye  could  scarcely  attain  to  its  sum.mit!  "* 
Vespasian,  having  finished  the  war  in  Judea,  com- 
menced the  building  of  this  amphitheatre,  which, 
in  successive  ages,  bore  the  name  of  his  family 
(Flavian).  It  has  been  said  he  employed  several 
thousand  Jews  in  the  work ;  a  supposition  founded 
most  probably  upon  a  chronological  coincidence, 
viz.,  tlic  ending  of  the  war  and  the  beginning  of  the 
building.  An  inscription'",  now  existing  in  the 
subterraneous  chapel  of  the  church  of  S.  Martina, 
has  also  given  rise  to  an  opinion,  that  a  certain  Gau- 
dentius,  a  Christian  and  uiailyr,  was  the  architect; 
but  tliis  inscription  has  evety  appearance  of  being 
spurious.  It  appears,  from  a  medal  extant,  that 
Titus  dedicated  the  edifice  in  the  last  year  of  his 
short  reign,  which  corresponds  to  the  eightieth 
year  of  the  Christian  era.  As  the  Jewish  war  was 
finished  in  75  (supposing  the  work  to  have  been 
set  about   immediately   after    the    restoration    of 


HO  Martial,  de  Speciac,  Epig.  i. 

'•*  "  Amphitheatri  molem  solidatam  lapidis  Tiburtmi  com- 
page,  ad  cujus  summitutem  segre  visio  humuna  consccndit."  — 
Ammian.  Marce/im.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  10. 

>'^  Vide  Mxtmtori,  Thesaur.  Inscrip.  torn,  iv,  p.  1878.  n.4. 
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peace),  it  must  have  been  begun  and  finished 
within  the  space  of  fi^-e  years*'"  It  has  been  cal- 
culated by  a  French  traveller,  that  the  labour 
alone  would  cost  17,000,000  of  francs  "^;  and 
King  Theodoric  thought  a  copious  river  of  wealth, 
sufficient  to  have  supplied  a  cit}',  must  have  been 
emplo^^ed  to  make  such  an  edifice.*^  At  the  dedi- 
cation, which  lasted  for  100  days,  5000  wild  beasts 
were  exhibited  and  slain  "*j  and  to  this  incredible 
number  Dion  Cassius  seems  to  add  4000  head  of 
cattle  or  victims  for  sacrifice."^  Titus  also  over- 
flowed the  arena  with  water,  and  represented,  in  a 
naval  combat,  the  battle  which  Thucydides  relates 
to  have  taken  place  between  the  Corinthians  and 
Corcyreans."*     Something  was   probably  left  for 

II*  Mczzobarba  {Imp,  Ramanor,  Nnmismatn^  edit.  Mcdiol, 
1683,  p.  126.)  thinka  tlie  dedication  took  place  a.d-  79,  to 
agree  with  Dion  Cassius's  Chronology ;  but  the  most  accurate 
calculations  bring  it  to  the  year  80.  See  Pttxsci  Lexicon  Anliq. 
Roma7iy  in  verb.  Amp/M^a/.  p.  86.  edit.  Venet.  in  3  torn,  folio, 
1719.  Medals  with  the  head  of  Vespasian  in  his  ninth  consul- 
ship and  Titus'  seventh,  Bt-eni  to  have  been  struck  in  anticipa-' 
Hon;  but  the  emperor  dying  before  the  dedication  was  accom- 
plislicd,  it  devolved  upon  his  son,  and  then  otiier  medals,  with 
TituH  Cos.  Vin.,  were  struck  on  the  occasion. 

'  1^  Bartfu'lemt/y  Memoires  de  rAcademie  Hoyale  des  Inscriptions, 
vol.  xxviii.  p.  583. ;  and  Voyttge  d'ltafie,  p.  390.  No.  x.  app. 

'1'^  Cassiodor,  FflW<ir.  lib.  v.  cap.  4*2. 

110  According  to  Suetonius,  the  5000  wild  beasts  were  all 
iilnin  in  one  day  (m  viia  Titi^  cap.  vii.)  ;  nor  does  Dion  Cassius 
iuy  uny  thing  to  the  contrary.  See  the  reference  below  in 
Note  1  18m  and  compare  Butropiusj  lib.  vii, 

117  xd  yap  ^iarfn  aCrl  Ui7yo<i  SZoLroq  ifa/pvij<  irX^^a^a?,  tttnfyayi  ficy 

iwl  T^<  yn<  v^dirrw  nai  iv  rp  lypp*  itrfya^t  tt  k«(  ayO^vxcvq  ^tI  vXoUvf 
Hal  •Jtqi  ft,iit  fKii,  &^ol  fAh  KtfKtjfatiat  ol  U  KopivBitu  ovri^  ivavfjiaxynraif^ 
-^Diony,  Hi»L  Horn,  torn.  ii.  lib.  Ixvi.  p.  1097.  Compare 
Thticyd.  de  BcUo  Pt'ioj>on,  lib.  i.  c.  29. 

Iltf  1*1  ^^  di'ar^y  ri  %wvytri%of,  to  ^f  B%>M¥tiw  to  twiewfjiM   airnZ 
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Doniitian  to  finisli ;  and  we  find  that  he  also  ex- 
hibited a  naval  fight  and  other  niagnificent  shows 
in  it'",  and  perhaps  built  the  Vivariuni  on  the 
Cffilian  hill'^  as  an  appendage.  At  the  cele- 
bration of  Hadrian's  birth-day,  1000  wild  beasta 
were  exhibited,  and  tlie  gladiatorial  shows  con- 
tinued for  six  days:  100  lions,  and  as  many 
lionesses,  at  one  time  lay  stretched  on  the  arena.*^' 
The  building  suflered  by  fire,  as  it  would  appear, 
in  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius,  by  whom  it  was 
repaired.^-^  [a.  d.  138 — 161.]  Commodus  con- 
structed a  subterraneous  passage,  through  which 
he  might  go,  unseen,  from  tlie  Palatium  to  the 
arena,  which  became  the  scene  of  his  follies  and 
disgrace.  The  passage  may  still  be  seen,  with 
some  stucco  remaining  on  the  vault,  on  that  side 
of  the  Colosseum  nearest  the  Caelian  hill.     It  was 


3<p(tf<rai<,  vbkka  Hal  SfavfAaffr^  eVonfo-«'  yipavot  rs  yip  iX^l5Xo(;  ^/a*xi3" 
<ravTfl,  xal  tXtipavli^  ricaa^n*  akka  vt  ii  (vyeaxici^/Xia  xal  ^ot^  nuzl 
^^pia  ^itea^ayiit  xtxi  aivSi.  ytal  yvvante^  av  f^tvhi  Ivti^avtTf  avyKarnpyd* 
ffcttno,  — Dion,  lib.  Ixvi.  torn.  ii.  ut  supra. 

U9  «  Spectacula  magnifica  assidue  ct  eumtuosa  edidit,  non  in 
Amphitlieatro  modo  verura  et  in  Circo,  ubi  pncter  solemnea 
bigarum  quadrigaruraquc  curaug,  prtelium  duplex  ctiara  equestre 
ac  pcdcstrc  commisit,  at  in  Amphifhe/f^o  nm^/c  quorpte.  Nam 
Venationca  gladiatorcsquc  et  noctibua  ad  lyclinos,  nee  virorura 
modo  pugnas  sed  et  ik'niinarum."  —  Suet,  in  IhmUimi,  cap.iv. 

»'-"*  See  Dissertation  IV.  p.  162. 

wi  J}ion  Cass,  lib.lxix.  p.  1156.  tom.ii.  edit.  Hamburg,  1752. 
and  Sjtartinn.  in  vit.  Had,  cap.  vii. 

*23  Julii  CapitoUa.  Ant.  Pius,  ca|K  8.  p.  266.  torn.  i.  edit. 
Lugdun»  Batav.  1671.  Mezzaburba,  in  his  large  volume  **  Delfe 
Hfedaffde"  gives  a  niedul  wjiich  represents  a  building  nut  unlike 
tlie  Amphitheatre,  and  thinks  it  was  struck  in  coninieiiioration 
of  the  repairs  done  by  Antoninus  Pius,  having  the  Buperscription 
PVELLAE  FAVSTiKAE.     Vide  Ofter.  dtat.  p.2\l. 

Q  a 
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there  where  a  certain  Claudius  Pompeiamis,  or  as 
Herodian,  who  relates  the  same  fact,  calls  him, 
Quintianus  ^^,  attempted  the  emperor's  life ;  hut 
the  premature  words  of  the  assassin,  —  •*  The 
senate  sends  tliee  this!"  turned  the  vengeance  of 
the  tyrant  upon  himself  and  the  Roman  people. 
The  cruelties  and  extravagance  of  Commodus 
were  emulated  by  Caracalla '-** ;  and  it  may  seem 
as  if  heaven  at  length  interposed  to  put  an  end  to 
the  bloody  scenes  of  the  Amphitheatre.  During 
the  short  reign  of  Macrinus,  and  whilst  they  were 
celebrating  the  festivals  of  Vulcan^  it  was  struck 
by  lightning  [a.  d.  f218.]  :  and  Dion  Cassius,  who 
witnessed  the  conflagration,  informs  us  ^^  that  it 
was  burnt  from  top  to  bottom,  —  that  all  the 
upper  gallery,  which  perhaps  comprised  a  con- 
struction of  wood-work,  raised  on  the  top  of  all 
we  now  see  '^,  was  consumed;  also  all  the  seats  ; 

'23  Compare  l>ion  in  vita  Commodij  lib.  Ixxii,  p.  1205.  tom.ii. 
and  Herodiany  lib.i.  p.  12.  edit.  Stcphan.  1581 ;  and  see  Gibhons 
Declme  and  Pall^  Sfc,  ch.  iv,  almost  at  the  beginning.  Dion  Cas- 
eiuti  designateB  tlie  passage  by  the&e  words,  T^^uV^ou  c-rtviX'^^pU' 
Herodiaii   says,   *0  §'  uto-o^   iv  t^  tqi^   StfA^i^earpav  ticc^f   {^o^u^"^^ 

(in  viL  Commod.  cap.  iv.)  relates  the  Tact,  and  agrees  with 
Dion  Cassiua  in  the  name,  but  does  not  mention  the  place  where 
the  attempt  was  made.  Amm.  Marcellinus  (lib.  xxix.)  says 
more  vaguely,  "  in  amphitheatrali  cavea,"  and  agrees  witli 
Hcrodian  in  naming  the  person  Quintianus. 

12-*  Vion  CassiuS)  Iib.lxxvii.  p.  1292.  torn,  ii.  edit.  Kom.  1718. 
in  2  vols,  folio. 

125  j)if)fi  Cassius^  lib.  Ixxviii.  p.  1332.  ibid.  On  the  same 
day  there  was  an  inundation  of  the  Tyber,  so  that  the  Forum 
and  all  the  neighbouring  streets  were  deJuged,  and  several  per- 
sons taken  off  by  the  flood."  —  Ibid.  p.  1333. 

IM  t*  Vidimus  in  ceclum  trahibus  spectacula  textis 
Surgere,  Tarpeium  prope  despcctanlia  culraen." 

71  Calpurn.  SicuL  Bucol»  eclog.  vii.  23. 
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and  notwithstanding  tlie  quantity  of  water  which 
was  brought  to  extinguish  the  fire,  added  to  the 
abundance  of  rain  which  fell  in  the  thunder-stoiin, 
the  building  was  so  effectually  destroyed,  that  for 
several  years  it  could  not  be  used  for  exhibitions. 
The  two  succeeding  emperors,  Heliogabalus*-''  and 
Alexander  Severus  *^,  restored  it ;  but  we  hear  of 
no  more  shows  exhibited  in  it  until  the  Emperor 
Philip  celebrated  the  Secular  Games,  in  the  1000th 
year  of  Kome  [a.  d,  !218],  On  that  occasion 
all  the  animals  were  destroyed  which  Gordian 
IIL  had  collected  for  his  Persian  triumph  '^ ; 
amongst  which  we  may  enumerate  thirty-two  ele- 
phants, sixty  tame  lions,  thirty  leopards,  ten  came- 
leopards,  twenty  wild  asses  or  zebras,  ten  elk% 
besides  1000  pair  of  gladiators,  which  the  his- 
torian, in  his  enumeration,  unceremoniously  places 
between  ten  liyaenas  and  an  hippopotamus.  It  is, 
however,  more  than  probable  that  Philip  made 
but  little  use  comparatively  of  the  Colosseum  ;  for 
Cassiodorus,  in  alluding  to  the  subject,  mentions 
the  Circus  Maximus  and  the  Campus  Martins,  but 
not  the  Amphitheatre,  as  the  scene  of  this  pompous 
display.*'*     Whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the 

127  JElii  Lamprid,  Antotiin.  ffelioffoh.  vtL  cap.  17- 

12B  piid,  in  Alexand.  Severmvit.  cap.  2^t.  But  perhaps  these 
restorations  were  incomplete  or  inadequate  ;  for  there  was  a 
question  in  the  senate  at  the  time  Maximus  and  Balbinus  were 
elected,  A.  d.  2S8^  **  de  exsedificatione  Amphilheatri."  Vide 
CopitoUn.  in  Max.  Sf  Salbin*  cap.  i. 

iju  •*  Nam  omnia  hiec  Philippus  exhibuit  secidaribuB  ludis,  et 
Tnuneribus  atqiie  Circensibus,  quum  millesinium  at)  iirbc  conditfi 
annum  in  conaulatu  buo  ct  filii  sui  celebravit."  —  Julii  CapitoHn' 
Gordian*  TerL  viU  cap.  33. 

*w  Cassiodor.  Senator.  Chronicon,  in  torn.  i.  p.  364.  edit. 
Venpt.  iu  2  torn,  folio.     Cassiod.  Opera,  1729. 

a  3 


S30 


ON    THE    ESaUILINE    DISTUICT 


DISS.  V, 


damage  done  to  the  edifice  in  the  reign  of  De- 
cius^*'  [a,  D.  ^54«],  the  triumphs  of  Aurelian^^ 
and  Probus,  whicii  both  took  place  within  twenty- 
years  after,  furnished  tlie  arena  with  a  profusion 
of  wild  bcastsJ^  It  is  said  of  the  latter,  that  he 
let  loose  100  male  lions  at  once,  whose  roaring 
sho(^  tiie  walls  of  the  Amphitheatre,  but  which 
were  all  killed  on  the  spot :  100  African  leopards, 
and  as  many  from  Syria ;  100  lionesses,  and  three 
times  as  many  bears,  were  all  destroyed ;  but  300 
pair  of  gladiators  afforded  a  still  more  grateful 
spectacle  to  the  Roman  people. 

The  shows  of  Carinas  and  Numerian,  [a.  u. 
284'.],  even  more  magnrficent,  have  found  a  poet  to 
celebrate  them"";  and  perhaps  our  own  historian 
has  given  them  another  stroke  of  embellishment 


I3& 


i^>  Eusebii  Chronicon,  D.  Hierony.  Interpret,  in  A.  D.  254- 
sub  Dccio,     *'  Romae  Amplutlieatrum  incensum.'* 

I3S  (t  Scqiicntibus  dlebus  tiatae  siuit  populo  voluptatcs  ludorum 
Eccnicorum,  ludorum  CircenBiuRi,  venationum,  f/ladiatoTmni^  nau- 
macbiae/'  —  Flavii  Vopis,  Div,  Aurelian  vit,  cup.  St-, 

1^  Vide  Vopisc,  in  vit.  Prod,  Imp.  cap.xix,  cum  notia  Saima- 
sit  in  verb,  "  Qui  omnes  contificiis  interempti  sunt."  Tom.  iU 
p.  674*.  edit.  Lugtl- Batav.  1671. 

1^^  Vide  T.  CuJpurn,  SUmL  BiicoL  Eclog.  vii.  He  puts  his 
description  into  the  mouth  af  a  rustic,  who,  having  returned 
home  to  the  country,  relates  the  wonders  he  saw  in  the  Amphi- 
theatre. Lipsiua  (rfc  Amp/M,}^  Scaliger  (in  Animadvers.  ctd 
J^wsiA.')^  and  Tristan  (CotumeH.  Hist,  tom.iii.  p.313.)  think  those 
shows  were  given  by  Carinus  only ;  but  UHsius  (ad  Nemes. 
CyfWffeL  V.  65.)  and  Salmasius  {etd  Vopis.  Carin,  cap.  19.)  sup- 
pose them  to  have  been  exhihitcd  by  Carus  and  tlie  two  Cfiesars 
Carinus  and  Numerian.  I  adopt  tlie  simple  authority  of  Vopis- 
cua  ;  —  *^  Meiuorabilc  maxirae  ct  Carini  et  Numcriani  hoc 
habuit  imperiuin,  quod  liidos  Komanos  novis  ornatos  spectaculis 
dederunt." —  In  vif,  Ca/ift^  Imp,  cap.  If). 

»  iSee  Gibbons  Decline  and  FaU,  ch.  xii.  a,  d.  281^  Sep.  12. 
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They  were,  iruleetl,  the  last  wliich  either  poet  or 
historian  might  think  worthy  of  being  celebrated. 
There  is  a  letter  extant,  written  by  Maximus,  a 
prefect  of  Rome  when  Crispus  and  Constantino 
the  younger  were  consuls  [a,  d,  320],  from  which 
ive  learn  the  Colosseum  was  struck  by  lightning*^: 
probably  the  damage  was  inconsiderable  ;  because 
when  Constantius  arrived  at  Rome,  in  S57i  Am- 
anianus  MarcelUnus  gives  us  to  understand  it  was 
perfect'^^  The  story  of  Alypius,  related  by  S,  Au- 
gustin^"^,  indicates  that,  about  the  year  390,  the 
shows  of  glatliators  were  still  carried  on  in  it, 
altliough  jirohibitory  laws  had  been  enacted  against 
rttliem.'^  Very  soon  after,  however,  they  were  finally 
iibolislicd,  through  the  zeal  of  Telemachus,  a  monk 
from  the  East'*"  [a,  d.  404-3  In  the  excavations 
that  have  been  made  of  late  years,  two  inscriptions 
have  been  found,  which  throw  some  light  on  the 
state  of  the  edifice  during  tlie  fiilh  century.  From 
the  one  bearing  the  earliest  date,  and  wliich  is 
now  standing  not  far  from  the  hermitage,  we 
learn  that  Lampadius,  a  priefect  of  Rome  under 
Theodosius  II,  and  Valentiniau  IIL,  repaired  the 
steps  and  renewed  the  arena,  together  with  some 


ine  Vide  Marmigoni  deUe  Memorie  sacre  e  profane  ilelTAftfilea^ 
tro  flaviOf  p.  4-3.  edit.  Roniflc,  174<>. ;  et  Codic,  Theodosian, 
lib.  xvi,  tit.  viii.  as  cited  by  Professor  Nibby,  Del  Foro  RomanOy 

'37  Lib.  xvi.  cap.  x, 
^^  Confession,  lib.  vi,  cap.  8. 

13^  Codic.  Tfteothsian,  as  cited  by  Nibby,  del  Foro  Romarm^ 
:p.  226. 

'-i**  See  Ilobhouse's  notes  to  the  Fourth  Canto  of  ChUde 
flaivldt  on  stanza  cxli.>  with  references  thereto  ap(>endcil. 
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other  restorations.    From  the  second,  wliich  is  seen 

on  the  riglit  hand  in  entering  tlie  platform  by  the 

■common  passage,  it  is  inferred  '*^  that  an  earthquake 

had  thrown  down  the  Podium  and  destroyed  the 

arena;  but  the  whole  was  adjusted  at  the  expense 

f«f  Basilius,  who  was  pra^fect  of  Rome,  as  it  appears, 

tin  486.     It  may  also  be  safely  inferred  from  this 

inscription  that  the  Ampliitheatre  had  received  no 

iireparable   damage  during  the   dreadful  sack   of 

Rome  by  AlaricJ^^     In  519,  Theodoric's  son-in-law 

(^ave  a  pompous  show  of  wild  beasts  in  it  to  cele- 

bratc  his  consulship  '** ;  and  from  about  tliat  period 

to  the  date  of  modern  history  we  lose  sight  of  it. 

'**  Rome  had  sometliing  else  to  think   of,"   says 

Marangoni,    "  than    her   sliows   and   her   amphi- 

theatrical  games    during   the   successive   ages    in 

wliich  she  was  oppressed  by  the  hard  yoke  of  the 

<jrOths  and  Lombards  until  the  times  of  CJiarle*- 


^^1  There  is,  indeed,  a  duplicate  of  this  inscription  Biaudiug 
opposite  the  other,  but  less  legible;  they  run  thus ; — 

DECIVS    MARIVS    VENAKTIVS 
BASILIVS    V    C    ET    INL    mAEJF 
VRB    PATHICIVS    CONSVL 
ORDINARIVS    AHENAM    ET 
PODIVM    QVAE    ABOMl 
KANDI    TBRRAE    MO 
TVS    RVIN,    PROS 
TRAVIT    SVMPTV   PRO 
PRIO    RESTITVIT. 

Drscovcred  in  1810. 

i-*2  See  GihboH*s  Dcclhte  and  Fall,  Sfc,  ch.  xxxi. ;  and  BarO' 
niuSi  Annales  EccksiasL  a.  d.410. 

i*»  Vide  Muraiori,  Anfmli  ttltaliaj  anno  519. ;  and  com|)are 
Cassiodor,  Ckroniconj  in  fine. 
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magne  in  the  eighth  century."  ^^*  Some  writers  ^^* 
pretend  that  Theodoric  was  the  first  who  allowed 
the  stones  to  be  removed  for  building  with ;  but 
there  is,  on  the  contrary,  reason  to  believe  that  he 
actually  restored  the  building  ^^  ;  and  bearing  in 
mind  the  celebrated  passage  of  tlie  venerable  Bede, 
written  in  the  eighth  century  *^,  we  shall  be  disposed 
to  attribute  the  first  dilapidation  to  the  destructive 
hands  of  Robert  Guiscard,  '^  [a.  d.  1084.]  He 
utterly  destroyed  the  greatest  part  of  the  cit}^ 
which  lay  between  the  Cailian  and  Capitoline  hills ; 
and  as  the  pope's  nephew  liad  taken  refuge  in  the 
Septizoniuni,  which  was  situated  nearly  opposite 
the  church  of  S.  Gregory,  the  nearest  parts  of  the 
Colosseum  would  naturally  be  the  most  exposed  to 
the  ravages  of  fire  and  sword  '^ :  and  those  are  the 


m  Marangom,  delle  Memorie,  S^c,  delT  AnJUeaL  Flav,  p.  4-3. 
edit.  Rom.  174-6. 

'*^  Martinelliy  Roma  ricercaia  nel  suo  Sito  Gior.  vi. ;  Lfucio 
Fauno  Ajiiig.  Horn,  lib.  iii.  cap.  12. ;  and  Siondo,  Roma  In- 
slaurtiL  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 

^^^  Maffei,\ih.  i.  cap,  5.;  Cassiodor,  lib.  v,  Varior,  ep.  24. : 
Jbid,  lib.  iv.  ep.  .51.  For  the  letter  of  Theodoric  refers  to  an 
amphitheatre  of  Catania. 

wr  «  While  stands  the  Colisaug"  &c. ;  any  body  will  supply 
the  rest.  Dut  why  called  Colisa^us,  or  Colysajum,  if,  as  it  is 
generally  admitted,  this  name  was  given  to  it  from  its  colossal 
magnitude,  or  from  the  Colossus  of  Nero  which  stood  near  it? 
Bede  is  the  first  writer  we  know  of  who  makes  use  of  this  ap- 
pellation ;  tlic  ancients  only  called  it  AmphitJieairum,  or  Hiea- 
trum ;  but  surely  he  ought  to  have  written  CohstEtis,  Oral 
tradition  has  been  more  faithful  ;  the  Romans  call  it  Colosseo, 

'***  *'  Et  majorera  Urbis  partem  Cojliiim  inter  et  CapitoUum 
sitam  evertit  [scilicet,  Guiscardus]."  —  Baron,  AnnaL  J^ccksias, 
Buno  lOSi. 

>*^  Ibid.  torn.  xi.  p.  564'.  sect.  v. 
Eecard^  torn.  i.  p.  583. ;  Order.  vU. 


and  Annalist.  Saxo.  apud 

lib.  vii. 
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parts  which  have  been  destroyed  from  tune  imme- 
morialJ'^  To  tlie  Norraan  succeeded  those  ages  of 
battle  and  murder  wliich  most  of  all  aflected  the 
nionumeuts  of  RoineJ^'  Tlie  Flavian  amphitlieatre 
became  a  fortress  and  a  dwelling-place  for  the 
Frangipaiii  faction,  in  whose  possession  it  was  in 
1130,  and  served  as  a  refuge  for  Pope  Innocent  II. 
and  Ids  brothers.  This  same  family  retained  it, 
witli  some  interruptions,  through  two  centuries ; 
their  title  to  it  was  chiefly  disputed  by  the  Auni- 
baldi  family,  who  on  one  occasion  prevailed  by  the 
influence  of  the  Emperor  Frederic  IL  ;  and  finally, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  tlicy 
were  left  in  undisturbed  possession  of  it.  It  was 
again  given  up  by  them  to  the  Emperor  Henry  VII., 
and  thence  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  senate 
and  people  of  Rome.  They  converted  it,  in  some 
meiisure,  to  its  ancient  use,  by  an  exhibition  of  bull 
fights,  which  took  place  on  the  3d  of  September 
1332.  A  legate  of  Urban  V.  complains  that  he 
could  find  no  purchasers  for  the  stone  of  the 
Colosseum  except  the  Frangipani  family ;  and  in 
the  same  century  it  was  agreed  among  the  factions 
of  Rome,  that  the  materials  shonld  be  common  to 
all  ^vho  wished  to  use  them.  Perhaps  the  remark 
of  Poggio  applies  to  this  period,  when  he  says 
the  materials,  meaning  of  course  the  marble,  were 
mostly  reduced  to  lime  by  the  folly  of  the  Romans. 
At  die  same  epoch,  Professor  Nibby  thinks  the 
holes  wliich  now  disfigui-e  the  walls  were  chiefly 


lao  PoggiOyPioreiUin.de  Varietate  Fortuna:,  lib.  i. 
i^i  Vide  DonaL  de  Urh,  Ronu  lib.  iv.  cap.  b.,  apud  Cr^ifiufH, 
torn.  iii.  p.  827. 
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made  in  pillaging  the  gramping  irons,'"  In  the 
year  1381  a  portion  of  it  was  assigned  for  an  hos- 
pital ;  and  traces  of  some  paintings  may  still  be 
discovered  where  it  was.^^  About  the  middle  of 
the  fifteenth  century  the  monks  of  the  convent  of 
S.  Fi*ancesca  Romana  enclosed  it  for  themselves  by 
two  walls ;  and  perhaps  at  that  time  the  neighbour- 
ing ground  was  consecrated,  and  those  interments 
took  place  which  were  lately  discovered  in  exca- 
vating the  basement  of  the  temple  of  Venus  and 
Rome.  Twenty  years  later  Paul  II,  employed  the 
stone  which  had  fallen  to  build  the  palace  in  the 
Piazza  di  Venezia,  which  now  belongs  to  the 
Austrian  embassy.  His  example  was  followed  by 
Cardinal  Riario,  who  built  the  Cancellaria  out  of  it ; 
and  by  Paul  III.,  who  built  the  Farnese  palace. 
In  tlie  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  it  began 
to  be  used  for  religious  purposes.  The  plan  of  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  which  is  seen  in  the  interior  over 
the  arch  by  which  people  usually  enter,  belongs  to 
that  period-  Sixtus  V.  wished  to  turn  it  into  a 
woollen  manufactory,   but,  after  spending  15,000 


U'2  Whoever  wishes  to  trace  the  liistory  of  tlie  Colosseum 
thro  iighthe  middle  ages  more  accurately  may  consult  the  au- 
thorities collected  by  Professor  Nibby  (chiefly  from  Muratori, 
Rer.  Italic.  Scriptorvs)  in  his  Foro  Romano,  cap.  iii.  p.  229 — 
235. ;  and  tlie  Abbate  Fea's  Dissei-tazione  siille  Rovine  di 
Roma.  In  a  treatise  written  by  Monsignor  Suaresio,  edit,  1651j 
entitled  Diatriha  de  F&rmninibus  Lapidum  in  Priiscis  JEdificiis^ 
he  bruiga  together  seven  different  opinions  of  authors  respecting 
those  holes;  and  Poggio,  in  Novo  Tltes.Antiquit.  Rom.  SalUmge, 
lom.i.  p.  502. 

'•''•*  Martinelll^  ex  Ethn^  Sac,  cap.xii.  p.  361.  llicre  is  also 
an  account  of  tlie  simic  portion  of  tlie  arches  being  turned  into 
a  nunnery.     Vide  Maranyoni,  p.  56.  and  57. 
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scudi,  failed-  Clement  XI.  enclosed  the  lower 
arches,  and  made  a  saltpetre  magazine  of  the  por- 
ticoes. An  earthquake  in  1703  threw  down  an 
arch  of  the  second  story;  and  the  Porto  di  Ripetta 
was  made  out  of  the  spoil.  At  length  Benedict 
XIV.  secured  it  from  further  pillage  by  conse- 
crating it,  and  erecting  a  cross  in  the  middle  of  the 
arena.  The  care  which  has  been  bestowed  upon 
it  in  the  present  century  has  compensated,  in  some 
degree,  the  neglect  of  so  many  generations.  During 
the  dominion  of  the  French  the  porticoes  were 
cleared  and  restored  to  their  ancient  level,  nearly 
as  we  now  behold  them  :  the  nature  of  the  arena 
was  only  discovered  in  1812,  by  the  arcliitcct 
Bianchi.  Pius  VII-  built  the  mighty  wall  which 
supports  the  tottering  arches  towards  the  south  ; 
and  Leo  XII.  began  the  repairs  which  we  see  his 
successor  nobly  continuing.  Such  are  the  ages 
and  such  the  vicissitudes  through  whicli  the  Colos- 
seum has  past :  it  is  now  time  to  come  to  some 
description  of  it. 

The  Amphitheatre,  an  edifice  unknown  to  the 
Greeks,  was  invented  by  the  Romans.  The  original 
idea  was  suggested,  as  Cassiodorus  intimates,  by 
joining  together  two  theatres  without  the  stages,  so 
that  the  people  in  greater  numbers  might  conve- 
niently witness  the  exhibitions  which  took  place 
on   the   ax'ena.'^^     It  was  originally  intended  for 


154  «  Cuni  theatrum  quad  embpherium  grsece  dicitur,  Amphi- 
theatrum  quasi  in  unum  juncta  visoria  recte  constat  esse  nomi- 
natum  :  quo  speciem  ejus  arena  concludens,  ut  concurrentibuff 
aptum  djaretur  gpatium,  et  spectantes  omnia  facilius  viderent,  duin 
qua?dam  prolixitas  luiivcrsa  coUegerat."  —  Cassiodar,  lib.  v. 
Variar.  Ep.  4-2. 
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gladiatorial  shows  only,  but  in  process  of  time  the 
exJiibitions  were  of  three  kinds :  first,  the  gladia- 
torial combat  called  a  "  Mimus  '";  "  secondly,  the 
fighting-  with  wild  beasts  called  a  "  Venatio  '^^  j " 
and  thirdly,  the  representation  of  mythological 
subjects  by  means  of  wooden  macliines,  called 
"  Pegmata  *",  probably  introduced  by  Domitian  : 
for  all  tliese  things  tlie  arena  and  its  subterraneous 
constructions  were  adapted.  The  Naumachia,  or 
naval  fight,  once  or  twice  exhibited  in  the  Colos- 
seunij  was  not  in  its  proper  place-  The  scenes  of 
bloodshed  whicli  took  phice  in  the  two  former 
descriptions  of  games  principally  attracted  the 
curiosity  of  the  Romans;  and  posterity  has  won- 
dered how  a  civilised  and  enlightened  people,  not 
excepting  the  female  sex,  could  remain  within 
those  walls  for  days  together  to  witness  such  atro- 
cious spectacles.  The  early  Christian  writers  ex- 
claim against  them  with  honest  indignation.  Tcr- 
tullian  calls  the  amphitheatres  "  places  void  of 
mercy  ; "  and  Arnobius  ^^^  says,  they  were  "  places 
of  blood  in  which  men  might  see  then*  fellow- 
creatures  devoured."     Knowing  that  these  things 


15*  Vide  TertitUian  de  SpectacuUs,  cap.  xii. 

1*^  Tlie  "  Venationes"  were  of  several  kinds ;  on  winch  see  tlie 
ample  iilustrntions  of  Julius  Ctssar  Btdenger  de  Venatione 
Circij  apud  Gr<mnmn^  torn.  ix.  p.  750.  Tlic  ampliitlioatrical 
Venatio  consisted  particularly  in  men  fighting  wild  beasts  witli 
clubs,  or  the  wild  beasts  set  to  devour  one  another.  Bttleru/er, 
ihuL  cap.  y.  Tliere  is  an  account  (apud  Rnituirt,  AcL  S, 
Jgnotii)  of  Trajan  having  sent  S.  Ignatius,  the  Bishop  of  An- 
tioch,  to  suffer  martyrdom  in  the  Colosseum  in  this  manner. 

*  See  Note  Q  a 

'*7  Terhdiitm  dc  tSjteclavuiiif,  cap.  xix. ;  ArnMuSj  advcrsus 
GenteSy  lib.  ii- 
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are  but  too  faithfully  spoken,  we  sliiill  not  be  with- 
out a  subject  for  reflection  to  render  the  echo  of 
our  footsteps  more  appalling  as  we  pace  the  vaults 
and  Willis  in  examiniuf^  this  stupendous  monument. 
The  form  of  the  Colosseum  is  elliptical ;  the 
length,  or  major  axis,  measures  591;^  feet,  and  tlie 
breadth  50S| :  it  is  1683|  feet  in  circumference, 
and  14-7  i^^  height.  '^*^  The  exterior  elevation  pre- 
sents four  divisions  or  stories,  of  which  the  three 
lower  are  supportetl  by  half  columns,  and  the  upper 
one  by  pilasters.  The  first  is  of  the  Doric  order, 
and  is  nearly  29  feet  in  altitude;  tlK^  second  is 
Ionic,  being  something  more  than  37  feet ;  the 
third,  of  equal  height,  is  of  the  Corinthian  order; 


i&a  'fliese  measurements  are  taken  fromLucangeUi's  model  of 
tlie  Colosseum,  and  may  be  understood  as  given  in  English  feet ; 
for  to  cite  the  measurements  given  by  Professor  Nibby  i^Foro 
Romanoj  cap.  iii.  p.  237.)  in  French  feet :  — 

\  Foot     InctiM. 

Circumference  of  the  wliole         -  -     1566     ^ 

Length,  or  major  axis         -         -  -       562     4 

Width        .        .  -  -  -        466     I 

Allowing  thirteen  inches  of  our  measure  to  it  French  foot,  and 
reducing  the  whole  to  English  feet,  the  numbers  will  very 
nearly  accord  with  those  we  have  here  laid  down.  In  Roman 
palms  the  Colosseum  measures  as  ibUows  :  — 

Circumference  -         -         -         2350 

Length  .  -  .  845 

Width         -  -  -         .  700 

Vide  VentUit  Antichita  di  Pormi,  torn.  i.  p.  45.  W^hoever  de- 
sires to  have  a  more  accurate  idea  of  the  Colosseum  than  con  be 
given  in  a  tcritten  description,  may  consult  Serlio,  Ajichit,  lib.  iii. 
p.  64. ;  Ovcrbeke^  Avuuzi  deW  Anlica  Houuij  p.  370. ;  Desgo- 
detZj  cap.  XX i,  p,  146.;  Fontana,  Descrizione  e  DcUneru,  deW 
Aiifitealro  Flavio;  and  amongst  the  more  recent  illustrators, 
beginning  with  Plranesi,  Uggeri,  Guattani,  Bianchi,  llossini. 
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and  the  fourth,  also  Coiinthian,  is  44<  feet  high. 
These  four  divisions  make  up  tlie  147  feet  j  to 
which  miglit  be  added  at  least  four  feet  more  for 
what  is  wanting  of  the  attic.  Tlie  cojisoles,  which 
arc  seen  to  project  from  the  walls  in  the  upper 
story,  were  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
as  many  posts  ;  to  which  were  attached  the  rings 
and  cordage  of  the  x)elarium  or  covering,  wliich 
will  aftei'wards  be  explained.  The  number  of 
arches  formed  round  the  whole  exterior  amounted 
to  S40;  that  is,  80  for  each  of  the  three  first 
stories  :  the  fourth  was  relieved  by  40  large  rectan- 
gular windows,  disposed  between  the  pilasters. 
The  arclies  of  the  second  and  third  divisions  were 
each  closed  at  the  bottom  by  a  parapet,  on  which 
were  placed  as  many  pedestals  for  supporting  sta- 
tues. We  must  except  the  four  main  entrances  at 
each  extremity  of  the  axes,  which  were  probably 
adorned  witii  equestrian  statues  of  bronze.  '^^  The 
four  arches  here  alluded  to  were  nearly  a  foot  and 
a  half  wider  than  tlie  rest :  the  two  situated  at  the 
extremities  of  the  axis  major  served  for  conducting 
the  machines,  wild  beasts,  and  the  gladiators  imme- 
diately into  the  arena  ^^  ;  the  remaining  two,  at  the 
extremities  of  the  axis  minor,  were  imperi  al  entrances. 
One  was  connected  by  a  passage  of  communication 
with  the  Palatine  hill  j  and  the  other,  in  like  manner, 
with  the  Esquiline.  Of  the  former  entrance  nothing 
now  remains,  except  so  far  as  the  secret  passage 

>••  The  medals  of  the  Colosseum  afford  sufficient  authority 
for  these  things.     See  Vignettes. 

i^  Compare  Cnputi  Vetcre,  Sfc,  lU  Giacomo  Rucca,  edit.  Na- 
ipoli,  1828.  no.  17.  {  6.  and  7.  p.  206. ;  and  vide  hidor,  lib. 
xviii.  cap.  53. 
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made  by  Commodus  may  be  considered  as  an  ad- 
junct to  it;  the  latter  retains  some  of  its  original 
ornament,  which  consists  in  very  fine  stucco;  and, 
from  tlie  fragments  of  marble  found  about  it  in  the 
excavations,  tlie  arch  on  the  outside  appears  to 
have  been  supported  by  two  columns  of  pavon- 
azzetto.  This  entrance  was,  doubtless,  first  made 
use  of  by  Titus  "^' :  it  afforded  a  direct  and  separate 
passage  to  the  emperor's  seat,  whicli  was  raised 
only  a  few  feet,  but  secured  from  the  arena.  The 
remaining  76  arches  (we  speak  of  the  first  order) 
were  all  numbered,  so  that  the  spectators  might 
know  at  once  by  which  to  enter  in  order  to  be  con- 
ducted, by  the  corresponding  fliglits  of  steps,  to 
the  respective  places  assigned  them  :  twobroati 
steps  running  round  the  whole  first  brought  tlieni 
upon  a  level  with  the  plintli  of  the  base  of  tlie 
Doric  columns.  Such  "was  the  exterior,  as  the  eye 
surveyed  it  from  top  to  bottom  \  and  it  was  entirely 
built  of  travertine  stone.  At  present  the  western 
and  southern  sidesof  the  elevation  are  demohshed, 
and  it  only  exists  in  its  full  altitude,  as  described, 
from  tlie  arcli  numbered  xxiir.  to  lixi.  :  round  tlie 
remainder,  the  nakedness  of  the  inner  walls  is 
more  or  less  exposed,  and  the  lofty  arclies  from  time 
immemorial  have  perished.  Tlie  upper  division, 
with  the  pilasters,  is  best  preserved  above  tlic 
arches  number  xl.  to  xliit.  The  repairs  now  in 
progress  begin  at  one  extremity  of  the  axis  major, 
and  will  have  to  meet  the  wall  of  Pius  VII.  at  the 
other. 

*^i  It  appears  upon  the  medals  seemingly  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
Amphitheatre,  and  communicated,  no  doubt,  with  the  lliermse 
of  Titus  on  tlie  Esquiline  hill. 
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The  interior  elevation,  beginning  from  the  arena, 
presented,  first,  the  Podium  ;  then  three  successivie 
orders  of  seats  for  the  spectators,  called  collectively 
the  Cavea;  and  at  the  top,  the  attic  with  the  V&f 
larium,  or  awning.  Under  these  general  terms  may 
be  comprised  nearly  all  that  is  interesting  in  the  Am-i 
phitheatre.  Tlie  Podium  ^^'^  was  a  kind  of  covered 
gallery,  destined  for  the  use  of  the  emperor  and 
persons  of  the  first  distinction.  A  peq)endicular 
wall,  rising  immediately  from  the  arena,  relieved 
by  recesses  and  gi'ated  windows,  formed  the  front. 
The  emperor,  the  chief  magistrates  and  senators^ 
the  vestal  virgins,  and  the  other  privileged  persona 
who  sat  within,  could  see  the  games  without  being 
seen  themselves.  A  low  balustrade  finished  the 
top  of  tlie  Podium,  and  behind  it  was  a  wall  of 
separation  from  the  rest  of  the  Cavea.  From  the 
top  of  this  wall  rose  the  first  order  of  seats,  twenty- 
four  in  number,  called  Gradus  or  Subsellia.  There 
was  then  a  second  division,  consisting  of  a  broad 
step  or  landing-place,  which  was  called  the  Iter  "^, 
running  round  the  whole  circumference ;  and  a 
perpendicular  wall,  which  prevented,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Podium,  the  passage  from  one  order  to  an- 
other. This  wall  was  called  the  Priccinctio  or 
Baltheus  ;  because  it  girded^  as  it  were,  one  entire 
order  of  the  seats.  Tlie  second  order  contained 
sixteen  rows  ;  and  it  was  separated  from  the  third 
by  a  parapet  wall  of  considerable  height,   which 


162  poi-  mi  illustration  of  this  and  some  other  technical  terms 
here  made  use  of,  we  must  be  allowed  to  refer  to  the  '*  Deserip' 
tion  of  the  Circus  on  (he  Via  Appia"  Sfc\  p.  34.  and  notes  follow- 
ing, and  the  references  therein  contained. 
VOL,  1.  a 
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Still  partially  exists.  It  was  relieved  by  niches 
and  by  windows,  which  gave  light  to  the  corridors 
behind  it ;  and  we  may  consider  tliis  parapet  as 
forming  an  effectual  division  between  "tlie  senate 
and  the  Roman  people"  and  the  plebeian  multi- 
tude. Above  the  third  Pra^cinctio  rose  the  last 
order  of  seats,  which  is  now  entirely  wanting. 
These  should  be  distinguished  from  the  others  of 
greater  dignity  by  the  name  of  Spectacula ;  by 
which  word  is  meant  places,  whether  the  spec- 
tators sat  or  stood,  from  whence  they  might  wit- 
ness the  games '*^ :  they  had  not,  consequently,  all 
the  accommodation  of  the  Subsellia.  The  rows  of 
seats,  as  thus  described,  all  rose  upon  sloping 
arches  called  Cunei,  or  wedges,  because  they  con- 
verged towards  the  arena,  wliich  reduced  them 
somewhat  into  that  shape.  '**  The  whole  Cavea, 
with  the  Podium,  has  been  calculated  to  contain 
80,000  spectators  seated  "^  :  but,  independently  of 
all  this  accommodation,  there  was  a  roofed  gallery 
above,  whicli  overshadowed  a  part  of  the  Specta- 


1&3  Ti'/.  XiV.  lib.  i.  cap.  35. 

'^  Lipsius  {de  Ainphitfwat)  gives  to  the  word  a  more  exten- 
sive signification ;  his  definition  merits  attention.  "  Quicquid 
scdilium  divlditur  prsclnctiouum  itineribus,  et  secatur  laterali- 
bus  viis,  in  hoc  nomen  (scilicet,  cuneum)  venit:  nomcn  datum  a 
forma,  quia,  re  ips&,  scalarum  dtrectio  talisj  ab  imo  ordiens, 
magis  diffunderetur  in  altum  redderctque  cunei  formam." 

iw  u  Amphitheatrum  quod  capit  loca  Ixxxvii.  mil."  — /*. 
Victnr  in  Region.  Urb.  Although  this  number  accords  with  the 
calculation  of  Justus  Lipsius,  Giacomo  Rucca,  who  has  lately 
written  a  description  of  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  thinks  it  ic 
overrated,  and  he  reduces  the  number  of  seats  to  34,000,  being 
determined  to  malvc  his  amphitheatre  as  capacious  as  the  Colos- 
&eum.      Capttu  Vttcre,  Sfc.  p.  2H\ 


DISS,  V.  AND    THE    COLOSSEUM.  ^43 

cula,  and  appeared  from  the  arena  as  an  open 
portico  sustained  by  column  3 J*^  It  was  probably 
constructed  of  wood,  and  was  filled  by  persons  of 
the  lowest  description  "'";  amongst  which  were  the 
men  employed  to  manage  tlie  Velarium,  whicli  will 
be  afterwards  explained,  T]ie  spectator  emerged 
from  the  interior  stairs  through  a  squiu*e  egress, 
horizontally  formed,  and  called  a  Vomitorium : 
from  tlicnce,  by  a  flight  of  steps,  of  which  tliere 
were  several  all  round,  at  regulated  intervals,  cut 
in  the  Gradus,  he  ascended  or  descended  to  his 
proper  place.  These  flights  of  steps  were  called 
the  Viae '*^,  and  appeared  conspicuously  in  the  ele- 
vation. In  a  crowded  assembly  those  who  arrived 
late  stood  in  the  Viae.  If  this  circumstance  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  upper  gallery  be  taken  into  the 
account,  together  with  the  number  of  persons 
necessarily  engaged  about  the  arena,  it  will  not  be 
too  much  to  suppose  that  100,000  souls  have  some- 
times been  contained  within  these  walls. 

Behind  the  Cavea  were  the  corridors,  passages, 
and  all  that  construction  of  arches  which  formed 
the  body  of  the  etUfice,  and  occupied  all  the  space 
between  the  seats  and  the  outer  walls.  As  the  steps 
gradually  ascended,  this  space  necessarily  became 
contracted,  as  if  one  ^hoidd  represent  (taking  a 
section)  the  area  of  a  right-angled  triangle,  where 


1^  This  is  pretty  apparent  upon  the  medals. 

XBj  i»  Venimus  ad  sedes  ubi  pidla,  sordida  veste, 
Inter  foemincas  epcctat  turba  Cathedras/' 

Ca/pumitiSf  edog.  vii.  27. 

I*  See  Description  of  the  Circus  on  (he  Via  A^jpia,  Sfc.  p.  34, 
and  96. 
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the  Cavea  would  be  taken  for  the  hypothenuse, 
and  die  outer  wall  for  the  perpendicular.  At  the 
base  (that  is,  behind  the  Podium),  there  was  room 
enough  to  admit  of  a  double  portico  or  Ambula- 
crum, wliich  ran  round  the  whole  building;  the 
exterior  one  ibrmcd  the  elevation  of  the  first 
story,  as  we  have  seen  it  without;  and  the  second 
was  joined  to  the  Cunci  of  the  first  Snbsellia, 
The  succeeding  story  equally  admitted  of  two 
Ambulacra,  although  inferior  in  altitude  to  those 
of  the  ground  floor:  these  w^ere  not  only  necessary 
for  giving  access  to  every  part  of  the  Amphitheatre, 
but  they  served  for  shelter,  and  for  the  "  ambu- 
lations" of  the  Roman  people.  Some  of  the 
staircases,  or  Scamnae,  by  which  they  ascended  to 
the  Vomitoria,  are  still  to  be  traced.  In  the 
third  story  (that  is,  behind  tlie  parapet  wall  already 
described),  tlie  arches  were  much  lower,  and  the 
space  was  reduced  to  one  corridor ;  part  of  it  was 
occupied  by  the  steps,  or  Scalaria,  for  ascending 
to  the  Spcctacula,  and  which  were  made  upon  a 
different  plan  to  the  Scamnae  j  not  projecting 
forward,  but  joined  against  the  wall  in  a  double 

flight,  thus,    r^-y  V^      The  corridor  in  question 

received  light  through  the  windows  in  the  parapet 
wall.  Passages  of  this  description  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  building  were  called  the  "  Fornices" 
and  the  "  Spatia  fornicata,""^  Seneca  seems  to 
designate  tlie  upper  seats  by  "  summa  Cavea,"  at 
the  same  time  indicating  that  the  inferior  orders 
of  people  occupied  them. 


i:o 


^^  Viilu  Juvcnaly  sat.  iii.  65. 

^'"  Seneca  de  TranqitiU,  cap.  xi.  p.  GOT 


edit.  Geneva',  omnia 
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To  ascertain  and  adjust  the  observations  that 
have  now  been  made  upon  the  Cavea  and  its 
dependencies,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ascend  upon 
the  ruins  by  the  staircase  which  has  been  made 
for  that  purpose  near  the  hermitage ;  we  may 
traverse  the  Ambulacra  of  the  second  story,  and 
mount  as  high  as  the  parapet  walL  "  Arches  on 
arches ! "  at  every  step  the  magnitude  of  the 
Colosseum  seems  to  grow  upon  us  j  and  having 
gained  the  highest  point  that  is  practicable,  the  eye 
will  comprehend  at  one  glance  the  plan  of  the 
whole  Cavea.  The  Cunei  of  the  first  order  re- 
main nearly  all  round;  the  second  order,  though 
less  perfect,  sufficiently  exhibits  the  graduated 
ascent  The  plebeian  Spectacula  have  fallen 
down,  and  left  the  majesty  of  the  mighty  walls 
naked,  save  that  occasionally  we  may  discern  the 
traces  of  the  Scalaria  by  which  they  ascended  to 
the  top.  The  attic  is,  of  course,  demolished ;  and 
near  the  cornice  may  be  discerned  stones  em- 
ployed in  the  rearing  of  the  outer  wall  which  had 
been  cut  for  other  purposes,  pieces  of  cornices, 
and  even  columns,  betraying  haste  -and  confusion, 
at  variance  with  the  regular  and  compact  con- 
struction of  the  rest  of  the  building.'"*  Wherever 
the  travertine  stone  has  been  faced  with  marble, 
or  covered  by  any  contiguous  buttress,  there  the 
labour  of  masonry  has  been  economised ;  so  that 
the  stones  appear  to  have  been  first  inserted  in 


opera  Scnccae  in  folio,  1628.  "  Foeminis  ne  gluOiatorcs  quidem, 
quos  promiscue  spectari  solenne  olim  erat,  nisi  ex  sfiperiore  loco 
gj)ectare  concessit."  —  Sttft.  in  mt,  Oclav.  cap.  xliv. 

*"*  But  see  ForsytKs  Remarks  on  Italy^  art.  Rome.,  Works  of 
tlic  Empire. 
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their  loiigli  state,  and  worked  afterwards  as  iar 
as  was  necessary.  Besides  the  travertine  and 
peperine  stones,  we  shall  find  tiifb,  bricks  in 
great  quantity,  and  pumice  used  in  the  building, 
besides  the  precious  marbles  which  served  to 
ornament  the  most  dignified  places  of  the  Amphi- 
theatre. It  would,  indeed,  appear  now  to  surpass 
the  resources  of  any  nation  in  the  world  to  collect 
such  a  mass  of  mateiials,  independently  of  producing 
the  skill  and  labour  which  should  put  them  together* 
We  have  now  to  speak  of  the  Velarium.  As  there 
is  no  description  whatever  left  us  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  awning  was  contrived,  it  can  only  be 
drawn  from  conjecture  :  but  that  conjecture,  which 
is  now  universally  approved,  seems  to  be  most 
obvious  and  probable.  ^^^  Upon  those  Consoles 
which  we  have  already  observed  in  the  exterior 
elevation  were  placed  as  many  posts,  headed  and 
girt,  as  we  may  suppose,  with  brass  or  iron :  they 
reached  above  the  cornice,  and  were  finished  at  the 
top  with  rings.  To  those  rings  were  attached  cords 
which  were  drawn  horizontally,  converging  like 
radii  towards  a  centre  j  and  they  were  fastened 
at  the  concentrating  end  to  a  cord,  encompassing, 
as  it  were,  an  elliptical  space  in  the  air  corre- 
sponding to  the  arena,  which  was  consequently 
uncovered :  this  cord  or  girth  in  the  middle  was 
sufficiently   sustained    by  the    converging    ones* 


'^2  The  plan  wc  have  here  adopted  for  the  Velarium  is  that 
proposed  and  iUustrated  by  LucangcUi.  The  Contc  Carli  (^n- 
Hch,  Sfc.)  had  made  another  suppoaitiont  but  not  more  ingenious. 
Uggcri  and  Guattuni's  conjectures  are  not  m  opposition  to  Lu- 
caugelli.     See   Venuii,  Aritickitu^  6f€,  torn.  i.  p.  .'jI. 
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Along  the  latter  ran  the  rings  attached  to  eac 
section   of  the  canvass,   called    the  Vela,  whic 
might  be  drawn  backwards  or  forwards  at  pleasure, 
with  the  facihty  of  drawing  a  curtain.    Perhaps 
some  skill,  too,  was  required  in  the   managing  of 
the  cordage;  for  we  find  that  sailors  were  express 
employed  for  the  purposeJ^     The  Velarium  w 
probably  constructed  on  the  same  principle  in  all  ' 
the  theatres  and  amphitheatres  ;   for  we  read  of 
Caligula,  for  his  amusement,  sometimes  ordering 
tlie  "  vela "  to  be  drawn  back  dui'ing  a  scorch* 
ing   sun   when  all    the    people   were   assembled, 
and  it  was  forbidden  for  any  one  to  move  fromt  „■ 
'his  seat.*^*     Lucretius  intimates  that  the  Vela  werefl 
all  painted  diflerent  colours,  and  when  fluttering 
in    the   wind   produced   a   charming  effect   over 
the   Cavea'^* :    but  Julius    Caesar,    in   an    amphi- 
tlieatre  constructed  of  wood,  was  once  extravagant 
enough   to   shade   the  spectators   by  curtains   of 
«ilk.*'*    It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  make  some 
observations   on   the   arena*     The   oval   platform 
in  the  middle  of  the  Amphitheatre  on  wJiich  the 

173  n  Populum  Uomanum  a  militihus  classiariis  qui  vela  duce* 
bant  in  amphitheatro  interimi  pneceperaU"  • — -^^lii  LampTidi\ 
Commod,  Ant.  cap.  xv. 

174  *i  Gladiatorio  munerc,  reducHs  interdum  flagrantiasimo  sole 
veluy  emitti  quemquani  vetabat." —  Suet,  in  CalirpiL  cap.xxvi. 

176  *(  £t  volgo  faciunt  id  lutea,  russaque  vela, 
Et  ferrugina,  cum  magnis  intenta  theatris 
Per  uialos  volgata,  trabeisque  trementia  fluctant : 
Naiiujue  ibi  consessum  caveai  subter,  et  omnem 
Sccna'i  spectem,  patrum,  matrunique,  deorumque, 
Inficiunt,  coguntque  suo  fluitare  colore/' 

Liicmt.  lib.  iv.  73.  edit.  Keot.  Lond.  1824.*1 

■**  DtQH  Ca$s<  Iliit-  lib.  xliii.  cap.  1. 
R    4 
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shows  were  exhibited  was  covered  with  sakd,  to 
l^revent  the  conibatauts  from  slipping;  and  hence 
it  was  called  the  "  Are?2a,"  The  Colosseum,  i?i  its 
present  slate,  offers  nothing  remarkable  in  this 
pacticular;  but,  in  the  excavations  of  181i2  and 
the  two  following  years,  the  architect  Bianchi 
discovered  several  subterraneous  walls  and  divi- 
sions *'^  of  an  inferior  construction  indeed,  because 
"they  were  probably  tlie  repaus  made  by  Basilius  in 
4t86i  but  sufficiently  indicating  that  the  arena  had 
been  a  moveable  platform  ;  and  if  any  antiquarian 
OMitroversy  should  have  arisen  on  the  subject,  the 
•Bflphitheatre  of  Capua  seems  to  set  it  at  rest.  In 
tliut  stupendous  ruin,  the  walls  and  partitions  of 
the  arena  run  parallel  to  the  axis  major,  or  with 
the  line  of  the  Podium.'^^  There  are  also  a  number 
of  small  rectangular  compartments,  with  apertures 
on  the  surface  of  the  arena  corresponding;  in- 
tended, no  doubt,  for  confining  the  wild  beasts  in 
until  it  was  time  for  them  to  emerge  to  the  public 
view.'^-*  Herodian,  indeed,  informs  us*^  that  the 
lions,  wliich  w^ere  laid  prostrate  by  the  unerring 


.  ^f*  Vide  Osservaz.  $uU.  Arena  e  sul  Podio  deW  Ajifiteatro  JFla* 
rip  d^  Professor  Lorenzo  Pe,  co  desegni  del  Archiietto  Sign&r 
Bianchi,  edit.  Rom.  I8I2. 

.  }^^.  Vide  Capua  vcteret  ossia  Descrizione,  Sfc.  di  Giacoma 
Mjif/cofh  tav.  ii. 

i"y  These  small  subterraneous  rooms  were  called  cat?e<r.  "  Ne- 
que  enim  erat  bcstiurum  imi)etU3  ille  qui  esse  e  caveis  egredien- 
tihis  solet."  —  Vophci  Probus  Imp,  cap.  xix.  cum  notis  Salmadi 
in  verb.  They  were  no  doubt  fitted  up  like  cages,  and  so  cnvete 
may  be  translated,  especially  whon  we  consider  the  following 
passage  :  —  "  Utque  detentae  in  caveis  bestioe,  tetro  papdore 
apprbius  efFcratie,  cvadendi  spc  repagulis  versatilihns  illiduntur." 
-^Afnmi/in.  MarceUbu  lib.xvi.  Lucangelli  has  invented  a  ma- 
chine wincli  looks  very  like  the  "  repaffuUi  vcrsatilia" 

'^*  Herodian,  rn  mi.  Commod.  lib.i.  p. '25.  edit.  Stephani,  1581. 
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darts  of  Commodus,  sprung  from  the  subter- 
raneous parts  of  the  arena.  When  all  tliese  aper- 
tures were  closed,  and  the  passages  were  covered 
over,  the  platform  was  complete.  The  poet  Cal- 
purnius'^^5  celebrating  the  games  given  by  Carinas, 
mentions  the  cleaving  asunder  of  the  arena,  and  the 
wild  beasts  rushing  forth.  Seneca  speaks  of  the 
showers  of  perfumery  which  sprung  from  beneath 
the  middle  of  the  arena,  and  ascended  to  the 
top  of  the  Amphitheatre.^^^  Sometliing  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  arena  may  also  be  conjectured  from 
the  naval  combats  given  by  Titus  and  Domitian  *^  : 
and,  upon  the  whole,  we  may  conclude  that  the 
immense  preparations  carried  on  in  these  subter- 
raneous places  required  many  hundred  persons  to 
efiect  them  j  and  that  the  arena  of  an  amphi- 
theatre was  calculated  to  produce,  with  facility 
and  promptitude,  a  great  variety  of  represent- 
ations. In  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  the  com- 
partments and  partitions  have  all  a  free  communi- 
cation one  with  another.  All  the  discoveries  made 
by  Bianchi  in  the  arena  of  the  Colosseum  are  in 
conformity  with  the  things  we  have  now  cited. 


His  words  are,  Aiivruv  ti  votc   ^f  tv^yalnfie   ^hxtcv  Stva^t^^ivrtcv^ 

181  «  Ah  I  trcpidi  quoties  nos  descendentis  arens 
Vidimus  in  partes,  ruptaque  voragine  terrse, 
Emcr&isse  fcras,  et  eisdem  seepe  latebris 
Aurea  cum  croceo  creverunt  arbuta  libra."  Eclog.  vli,  46. 
192  a  Numquid  dubitas  quin  sparsio  ilia,  quae  ex  fundamentis 
medite  Atcikb  crescens  in  summam   amphitheatri   altitadiiiem 
pcrvomt,  cum  intentionc  aqua  fiat?"  —  Seneca,  NaL   Qtuest. 
lib.  ii.  cap.  9. ;  et  conf.  Ailu  Spartian,  Adrian*  C(jes»  cap.  xix^ 
cum  armotiU,  Ccttauboru  et  Sabnas,  in  verb,     **  Balsama  et  cro- 
cuin  per  gradus  tlieatri."     Conf.  et  S'enec^  ep.  90. 

'^  Compare  Notes  U7.  to  p.  220.  and  118,  U9.  to  p.  127. 
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The  present  level  must  be  considered  as  above  the 
original  surface  of  the  arena  j  consequently  we  do 
not  see  the  height  of  the  Podium,  Lucangelli, 
who  made  the  celebrated  model  of  the  Colosseum, 
estimated  the  original  height  at  fifteen  feet  nine 
inches.  If  we  give  implicit  faith  to  this  measure- 
ment, it  will  be  easy  to  arrive  at  the  original  level. 
The  Podium,  as  it  now  exists,  only  exhibits  the 
brick-work  of  an  inner  wall  broken  into  square 
niches :  it  is  of  an  age  posterior  to  the  rest  of 
the  building,  and  was  perhaps  the  work  of  some 
of  those  restorers  mentioned  in  the  inscriptions 
already  citedJ**  Still  more  changed  if  possible  is 
tlie  aspect  of  the  arena :  the  fourteen  stations  of 
our  Lord's  passion  are  placed  at  regular  intervals 
around  itj  and  tiicre  is  the  rustic  pulpit,  from 
which  the  Capuchin  friar  vociferates  the  praises  of 
the  martyrs  who  have  stained  the  original  arena 
with  theii"  blood.  Between  the  stations  or  chapels 
are  set  up  various  fragments  of  columns,  blocks  of 
marble,  pieces  of  shattered  cornices*  broken  statues, 
and  remnants  of  other  architectural  ornaments. 
A  broad  pathway  runs  through  the  middle  j  the 
rest  grows  green  with  grass.  The  cross  reared  in 
the  centre  offers,  to  whosoever  shall  devoutly  kiss 


IM  The  discovery  of  Signor  Bianchi  gave  rise  to  volumes  of 
controversy,  not  only  on  the  deptli  of  the  arena  and  the  height 
of  the  Podium,  but  also  on  the  genuhicnesaof  the  substructions. 
The  Avvocato  Fea  would  not  allow  tliem  to  be  any  thing  else 
tlian  works  of  the  middle  a^es,  perhaps  made  by  the  Frangipani 
family  I  Tlie  Professor  Nibby  is  unwilling  to  decide  between 
tliose  "  valorosi  adetiy'  na  he  calls  the  controversialists  ;  but, 
however,  he  gives  the  state  of  the  combat.  See  1  Appendice 
alia  3  E^.  in  Nardini,  torn.  1.  p.  24-4.  &c. ;  and  for  a  succinct 
account  of  Bianchi's  discoveries,  consult  the  Metnorie  Eticido- 
pal,  sulk  Aniich.  e  Belle  Arii  di  Roma  per  ilj  1817.  p.  121. 
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it,  tlie  liheral  recompense  of  100  duys*  indulgence. 
The  "  Roman  holiday,*'  which  was  celebrated  in 
hnnian  blood,  is  now  kept  by  the  innocent  repre- 
sentations of  the  benevolent  Sacconi  5  and  nothing 
more  guilty,  it  is  hoped,  will  ever  again  be  brought 
upon  the  arena.  Ofl  have  we  sat  upon  some  lofty 
arch  as  the  setting  sun  threw  its  golden  tinge  over 
these  mighty  walls.  We  have  re-peopled  the  de- 
serted Cavea  with  an  imaginary  assembly  of  those 
who  delighted  in  slaughter,  whUst  contemplating 
the  pious  procession  parading  the  transformed 
arena;  and  seeking  some  consolation  for  the 
ravages  of  time  and  the  inhumanity  of  our  spe- 
cies (let  it  not  be  thought  strange  to  say),  we  have 
found  it  in  the  devout  auclience  of  the  barefooted 
friar  and  the  exemplary  society  of  the  Sacconi. 
The  veneration  which  nearly  eiglUeen  centuries 
have  thrown  around  the  vast  ruins  must,  in  any 
case,  be  felt ;  but,  comparing  the  Flavian  amphi- 
theatre, in  all  its  blood-stained  glory,  with  its 
present  decay,  consecrated  to  a  harmless  purpose, 
we  may  retire  from  its  walls  fully  impressed  that 
the  Colosseum,  since  the  days  of  pagan  Rome,  is 
upon  the  whole  improved. 
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DISSERTATION  THE  SIXTH. 

ON    THE    FOURTH    REGION^    CALLED    VIA    SACRA,   OR   TEMPLUM 
PACIS  ;     PRECEDED     BY   A     DESCRIPTION    OF     THE    ARCH    OF 

CONSTANTINE. 


"  Tmnta  vis  admonitionis  uicst  In  locis  ;  ut  non  sine  cnussa  ex  his  memosiw 
ducia  sit  dlsciplina."'^  Cicxao  de  Finibus,  lib.  v.  ia  prosm. 


It  was  a  question  once  asked  in  an  assembly  of 
statesmen  and  philosophers,  whether  this  was  a 
natural  impulse  of  the  mind  or  inspued  by  some 
delusion — "  that,  when  we  come  into  those  places 
in  which  we  understand  great  men  anciently 
flourished  and  acted,  our  impressions  are  more 
lively  than  they  would  be  by  merely  hearing  of 
their  exploits  or  reading  their  writings  ?  "  If  there 
be  any  vestiges  of  antiquity  sufficiently  venerable 
to  inspire  such  a  sentiment,  — if  there  is  a  spot  upon 
earth  still  capable  of  making  such  impressions,  — it 
is  tliat  which  we  are  now  about  to  tread  upon  and 
examine-  In  vain  do  we  complain  of  the  difficulty 
of  identifying  every  object  that  presents  itself  with 
its  nomenclature,  or  lament  the  obscurity  in  which 
the  lapse  of  ages  has  involved  the  ruins :  it  is 
enough  that  we  cross  the  Via  Sacra  and  hover 
about  the  Roman  Forum  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
impress  the  mind  with  the  feeling  that  Cicero  sug- 
gested but  could   not  describe,    if  we   approach 


DISS.  Vr*  ON   THE   VIA   SACRA«  ^3 

the  site  of  the  senate-house^  which  awakens  the 
recollections  of  the  patriotism  of  a  Cato,  or  the 
Rostra,  which  bring  to  our  remembrance  the  last 
defenders  of  the  liberties  of  Rome. 

The  triumphal  arch  of  Constantine  stands  on  the 
borders  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  tenth  regions,  and 
it  is  doubtful  to  which  of  the  three  it  properly 
belongs  * :  it  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  an 
isolated  object,  and  will  be  most  conveniently  in- 
troduced here  before  entering  upon  the  region  of 
the  Via  Sacra. 

The  road  across  which  this  arch  is  erected  was, 
anciently,  a  direct  communication  between  the  Via 
Sacra  and  the  upper  end  of  the  Circus  Maximus. 
In  the  excavations  made  under  Pius  VII.,  some  of 
the  original  pavement  was  discovered,  and  which 
has  lately  been  made  still  more  visible :  this  en- 
couraged the  wavering  topographists  to  designate 
the  way  a  "  Via  Triumphalis."  *  Its  original 
direction  is  preserved  in  the  road  which  now  leads 
from  the  arch  to  the  church  of  S.  Gregory. 

When  we  see  the  exploits  of  Trajan  sculptured 
on  a  monument  erected  in  honour  of  an  emperor 
who  lived  SOO  years  posterior,  and  contrast  their 

>  It  is  not  mentioned  at  all  in  the  old  Regionaries.  Panvinio 
has  collated  it  to  the  fourth  region,  Deaeriptio  Ur^.  Ram,  p.  81. 
edit.  Frankfort,  1597  ;  Nardini  (Bom.  AnHca,  torn.  iii.  p.  148.) 
appends  it  to  his  other  catalogues  of  the  tenth,  and  is  followed 
by  the  modem  antiquaries. 

3  Whether  we  suppose  the  triumph  to  have  passed  through 
the  Circus  Maximus,  or  to  have  moved  along  the  Via  Appier  it 
must  have  fallen  into  this  road  to  reach  the  Via  Sacra ;  but, 
after  leaving  the  arch  of  Constantine,  there  is  no  following  it 
to  the  capitol  without  being  stopped  at  every  turn  by  some 
antiquary. 
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masterly  style  of  workmanship  with  the  rude  figures 
that  are  meant  to  indicate  the  aclrievemeuts  of 
Constantine,  our  enquiiies  are  naturally  directed 
to  the  original  materials. 

Trajan  liad  two  triumplial  arches  in  Rome;  the 
one  stood  in  his  Forum,  and  the  other  in  the  first 
region^  probably  across  the  Via  Appia.^  Tlie  stolen 
niaterials  liere  employed  either  came  from  one  of 
tliose  arches,  or  else  this  was  a  third,  of  which  we 
have  no  account  left,  erected  in  honour  of  Trajan, 
but  adopted  by  Constantine,  and  disfigured  to  suit 
his  purpose.  It  will  he  expedient,  in  the  first  place, 
to  set  this  question  at  rest  Several  years  after 
Ponstantine  triumphed  Constantius  arrived  at 
Rome,  and,  in  visiting  the  splendid  works  of  the 
city,  was  paiticularly  struck  Mith  the  magnificence 
of  Trajan's  Forum.  The  words  of  Ammianus 
Marceliinus\  who  gives  the  description  of  it,  afibrd 
at  least  a  negative  proof  that  the  triumphal  arch, 
whicli  must  liavc  formed  one  of  its  cliief  ornaments, 
could  not  at  that  time  have  been  despoiled ;  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  Constantine  would  have  so 
far  outraged  the  genius  of  art,  even  in  its  expiring 
hour,  as  to  liave  plundered  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world   one   of  the  most  splendid  monuments   of 


S  p.  Victor  enumerates  the  triumphal  arches  in  the  first 
region  thus :  —  "  Arcua  Divi  Veri  Parthici,  Arcus  Divi  Tra- 
jani,  Arcus  Drusi." 

*  **  Vcrum  cum  ad  Traiani  forum  vcnissct,  singularem  sub  onmi 
ccelo  atructuram,  ut  opinamur,  etiam  numinum  adsensione  mira- 
bilcm,  hffirebat  attonitus"  &c.  —  Amm.  Marcelliru  Hist.  lib.xvi. 
p.  609.  edit.  Basilire,  ann.  1518. 

The  historian  makes  no  mention  of  the  triumphal  arch  being 
destroyed  ;  a  thing  whidi,  of  all  others,  must  Iiave  been  a  maUer 
of  observation  had  such  been  the  caae. 
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Roman  grandeur,     Flaminius  Vacca  saw  some  re- 
mains of  a  triumphal  arch  near  Trajan*s  pillar  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  obsened  some  figures 
of  captives  similar  to  those  now  standing  before 
this  attic:  ho  was  inclined  to  believe  there  were 
four  such  arches  originally  in  the  Forum*,  a  vision- 
ary idea  which  is  now  abandoned.     The  testimony 
of  that  antiquary,  tlierefore,  may  in  some  degree 
contribute  to  prove  that  the  arch  of  Trajan  had 
been  respected  by  Constantine  at  least ;  since,  at  so 
remote  a  period,  there  were  still  left  some  ruins 
and  even  bas-reliefs.     The  arch  of  Trajan  in  the 
first  region,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  the  Region- 
aries,  was  standing  at  a  still  later  period  ;  but  there 
are  not  the  same  reasons  for  supposing  Constantine 
not  to  have  taken  away  some  of  the  sculpture,  nor 
is  there  any  authority  to  say  he  did  so.     Now  there 
is  something  more   positive   in  the   opinion  that 
Constantine  adopted  the  arch  as  it  stood,  and  added 
his  rude  bas-rehefs ;  for,  first,  the  architectural  de- 
sign and  the  general  execution  is  a  specimen  too 
pure  for  that  degenerate  age.     It  is  true  (as  our 
intelligent   traveller    has    observed'),    the   design 
might  be  stolen  as  well  as  the  materials ;  but  why 
did  they  take  a  less  chaste  model  for  the  arch  of 
Septimius  Severus  ?  It  is  the  misfortune  of  decayed 
or  moderate  genius,  that  it  will  seldom  condescend 
to  imitate  except  where  it  can  conceal  the  copy 
under  an  appearance  of  originality.    There  is,  more- 
over, an  expression  in  the  inscription,  aucvm  tri- 
VMPHis  INSIGNEM  DiCAViT,   which  is  not  without 


*  Memorie  tii  Flamimo  Focco,  art.  ix. 

^'  Forsyths  Btmarh,  S^c  p.  143.  edit.  London,  1816. 
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authority:  if  the  senate  consecrated  to  the  vic- 
torious emperor  "  an  arch  already  distinguished  by 
triumphs,"  it  must  have  existed  previously  to  such 
consecration.  It  is  further  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
position  of  the  additional  bas-reliefs  is  not  such  as 
any  architecf  would  have  chosen  for  displaying  the 
achievements  of  the  conqueror  in  whose  honour 
he  erected  the  monument.  If  it  be  objected  that 
such  a  triumphal  ai'ch  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  ancient  writers,  it  may  suffice  to  answer  — 
neither  are  those  of  Titus  and  Septimius  Severus. 
In  short,  such  are  the  reasons  lor  believing  that 
Constantine  adopted  the  arch  of  Trajan,  and,  for 
Hught  we  know,  enriched  it  where  it  was  de- 
ficient with  the  spoils  of  that  other  arch  which 
stood  on  the  Via  Appia.  The  Abbe  Barthelemy 
delivered  a  similar  opinion  ^  and  was  followed  by 
others,  from  whom  tlie  modern  antiquaries  seem 
unwilling  to  dissent.^  If  the  indignation  of  the 
spectator  is  roused  against  the  imperial  cheat,  who 
might  experience  a  secret  pleasure  in  depriving  his 
predecessor  of  one  monument  of  his  envied  fame*, 
what  will  he  say  of  Lorenzino  de  Medicis,  who 
stole  away  the  heads  of  seven  of  the  lai'ge  statues  ?  • 


7  Voyage  eTItaUe,  lettre  xviL  Rome,  1756,  p.  108.  edit-  Paris, 

1801. 

8  Venuti,  Antichitd  di  JRoma,  torn.  i.  p.  24.  note  B. ;  Nibhy, 
foro  JRonian,  p.  24G. 

9  "  Fuit  veto  ultra  quam  aestimari  potest  laudis  avidus,  hie 
Trajanum  herbam  parietariam,  ob  titulos  multos  anlibus  in- 
flcriptos,  appellare  solitus  erat." — Sex,  Aurel.  Victor,  Epitom,  in 
Hist,  AuffusL  F/orentifBj  1723,  parsii.  vol.  i.  p.  483.  Compare 
Amnu  MarcelHn.  lib.  xxvii.  cap.  3. 

•  See  Note  KK. 
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or  of  a  pope,  who  took  away  one  of  the  eight 
cohimns  of  Giallo  antico,  though  it  were  even  to 
support  an  altar  in  the  Lateran  church  ?  '^  *  The 
inscription,  as  well  as  one  of  the  bas-reliefs,  shows 
that  the  arch  was  adopted  after  Constantine  liad 
subdued  his  rival  Maxentius  at  the  Milvian  Bridge. 
Under  the  two  "words  instinctv  divinitatis  an 
erasure  has  been  detected,  from  wliich  it  has  been 
inferred,  that  at  the  time  the  arch  was  dedicated 
the  emperor  had  not  embraced  Christianity  j  but 
that  when  he  did  so,  the  original  words  were 
effaced  to  make  room  for  an  expression  more 
conformable  to  Christian  language*  The  words 
voTis  X  .  voTis  XX,  which  are  twice  repeated,  mean 
the  vows  that  were  offered  up  by  the  emperor  for 
ten  and  twenty  years  for  the  preservation  of  tlie 
empire ;  a  custom  derived  ironi  the  policy  of  Au- 
gustus, and  continued  by  his  successors  as  a  mere 
ceremony.^^  We  now  come  to  a  description  of  the 
ornaments. 

There  axe  on  each  front  of  the  arch  ^^  four 


10  Clement  VITL  took  away  the  column  ;  and  it  was  restored, 
as  well  as  the  heads  of  the  statues^  by  Clement  XJL,  but  not  of 
the  same  material.  A  fragment  of  one  of  the  original  figures, 
representing  the  Dacian  captives,  is  now  in  tlic  court-yard  of 
the  Capitoline  muaeum :  it  consists  of  tlie  two  legs  and  thu 
lower  part  of  tlie  body. 

•  See  Note  Sti. 

»'  Sometimes  these  vows  were  made  only  for  five  years,  and 
then  they  were  called  '*  vota  quinquennalia,"  abbreviated  in 
inscriplionB  by  VOT.  QQ.  Tlie  origin  of  this  ceremony  is  ex- 
plained by  Dion  Cassius  {^Hist.  Rom.  lib.  liii,  p.  505.  and  507. 
e<lit.  Hunovise,  1G06). 

'^  See  the  engravings  of  Santo  Bartoli,  with  Bellori's  illustra- 
tions, in  the  work  entitled  Veierex  Arcits  Augustorum.  Only  it 
has  been  observed,  "  Non  si  puo  perdonarc  Santo  Bartoli  I'aver 
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square  reliefs,  and  as  many  more  of  a  circular  form, 
which  all  relate  to  Trajan's  actions :  the  two  tab- 
lets in  the  interior  of  the  main  vault,  over  wliich 
are  "written  the  words  FVNDAToni  qvietis,  libera- 
TORi  VRBis,  and  those  on  the  flanks  of  the  arch, 
on  the  attic,  are  also  of  Trajan  ;  and  if  we  add 
seven  of  the  columns,  the  eighth  being  modern, 
and  the  Dacian  captives  wliich  stand  before  the 
attic,  the  rest  of  the  sculptiu^e  is  of  the  age  of 
Constantine,  and  sliows  how  completely  tlie  art 
had  degenerated  in  the  space  of  two  centuries  and 
a  half.  On  the  northern  elevation,  beginning  at 
the  angle  nearest  the  Colosseum,  the  flrst  square 
relief  represents  tlie  Emperor  Tiajan  [)roceeding  in 
truimpli  to  the  portico  of  a  temple,  which  probably 
means  that  of  the  Capitoline  Jove  ^';  the  emperor 
may  he  supposed  to  be  returning  victorious  from 
his  Dacian  war.'^  Rome,  personified  by  an  Amazon, 
and  accompanied  by  two  figures  betokening  "  Peace 
and  Plenty,"  conducts  him  on  his  way  ;  and  Victory, 
in  the  act  of  placing  the  laurel  on  his  brow,  flutters 
around  him.  In  the  next  tablet  Trajan  is  about 
to  raise  a  half-naked  female  flgurCj  which  is  leaning 
on  a  wheel,  and  stretching  forth  her  hand  for  suc- 
cour :  this  is  an  allegorical  representation  of  the 
repairing  of  roads  and  bridges,  as  appears  ii'om  the 
medals  extant  '^  which  were  struck  on  those  occa* 


I 
I 

I 


migliorutc,  nelle  sua  iiicisioni,  k  goffe  sciilture  de'  tempi  Co- 
Btantiniani,  tratlendo  la  verita,**  &c.  —  Venuti,  A7i/ic/tiidt  torn.  i. 
p.  2't. 

1^  Vide  C  Plin,  Sec,  Paneg.  Trajano  diet,  in  verb.     "  Tu 
delubra  non  nisi  adoraturus  intras,"  &c.  ' 

Dion  Cassius,  Hb.  Ixviii.  p.  1127.  cum.  not.  sect.  80.  • 

15  Vide  Imperatorum  Eomanorum  NuimsmatOi  8^c,  per  Caro* 
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sions ;  the  two  figures  standing  near  the  emperor, 
one  of  wliich  holds  in  his  hand  a  roll,  are  supposed 
to  mean  the  engineers  or  architects  employed  in 
the  work.  We  know  from  Dion  Cassius,  and  tlie 
milestones  which  still  remain  in  the  Pontine 
marshes,  tliat  Trajan  completely  repaired  the  Via 
Appia^^,  and  added  the  new  hranch  whicli  led 
from  Bene vcntum  to  Brundusium  ^^:  this  was  cer- 
tainly a  proper  sLibject  for  the  arch  which  stood 
across  the  said  road,  and  perhaps  this  very  bas- 
relief  belonged  to  it.  In  the  third  square  Trajan 
appears  as  tlie  father  of  his  people,  extending  relief 
to  an  indigent  crowd  of  women  and  children,  who 
approach  lum  in  the  attitude  of  supplication  :  in 
this  particular,  he  is  supposed  to  have  copied  the 
example  of  ins  predecessor  Nerva,'^  The  succeed- 
ing bas-relief  represents  Trajan  sitting  upon  a  ciiair 
of  state,  whilst  a  person  is  brought  into  his  presence 


ium  PaHmtmy  p.  177.  edit.  Argentinsf,  1671,  in  folio ;  and  com- 
e  Dion  Cass.  lib.  Ixviii.  cap,  7.  p.  11 24. 
I**  Dion   Hist,  Horn.  lib.  Ixvili.  p,  1132.,    and  Inacrip.  apud 
GruteTf  cxcix. 
17  Vide  Jnscrif}.  apud  Panvin.  Past.  p.  217. 
!*■  CaRaubon  [iti  vit.  Marc.  Antonin,  Juiii  Capitolin.  cap.  x\\\.) 
observes  tbat  the  emperors,  when  in  want  of  money,  frequently 
•old  the  imperial  ornaments  or  furniture  by  auction,     Nerva 
did   80*  but  gave  the  produce  to  the  poor.     Vide  Dion  Cass, 
h.  Ixviii.  in  vit.  AVriw,  p.  1119.     Trajan  seems  to  have  copied 
him  in  the  charitable  deed  too  servilelj'.     "  Circumfertur  sub 
nomine  Ca!sariB  tabula  ingens  rerum  venalium ;  quo  sit  dete- 
tanda  avaritia  illius  qui  tam  multa  concupiscebat,  cum  haberet 
•upervacua  tani  uiultu."  —  Pliit,  in  Panef/yric.  Trajan. 

*'  Et  quantff  majorem  infantium  turbam  iterum  atque  itcrum 
videbis  incidi  ,  ,  .  dabis  congiaria  si  voles,"  &c.  —  Ibid, 

We  must  suppose  Trajan  applied  his  money  in  the  same  way 
as  Nerva  did. 

8   2 
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as  if  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  judgment-  There 
is  an  account  of  his  having  deprived  Parthamasiris, 
King  of  Armenia,  of  his  dominions ;  and  this  may  be 
a  representation  of  the  act.'^  The  subjects  of  the 
four  round  reliefs  relate  to  the  hunting  of  wild 
beasts,  and  the  sacrifices  attending  thereon,  which 
are  easy  to  recognise  in  their  respective  meanings. 
Passing  round  to  the  southern  elevation,  and  con- 
tinuing to  read  the  bas-reliefs  from  left  to  right, 
we  see  Trajan  again  represented  on  a  throne,  and 
in  the  act  of  placing  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  a 
foreign  prince.  This  is  supposed  to  coincide  with 
the  account  given  by  Dion  Cassius  of  Partliaraaspes, 
King  of  Parthia^;  the  ceremony  is  witnessed  by 
Roman  soldiers  carrying  the  military  standards. 
The  same  historian  informs  us  that  Decebalus,  the 
warlike  King  of  tiie  Daci,  nearly  succeeded  in  cutting 
off  his  enemy  by  stratagem.  He  despatched  some 
of  his  creatures  to  Mysia,  with  orders  to  kill  the 
emperor  privately ;  but  one  of  the  assassins  was 
seized  upon  suspicion,  and,  being  brought  to  trial, 
confessed  the  plot.^^  We  ai'c  supposed  to  have  this 
transaction  represented  in  the  second  bas-rebefj 
and  the  tree  which  is  there  introduced  indicates 
that  the  conspirators  were  seized  in  a  forest  of 
Mysia,  Next  succeeds  a  very  common  subject  on 
monuments  of  this  nature  —  the  emperor  or  general 
haranguing  his  soldiers.  And,  finally,  we  have  a 
representation  of  the  triple  sacrifice  called  Suove- 
taurilia,  which  was  performed  once  every  five  years, 


I 


19  Dwa,  liKlxviii.  p.  1135. 

2<'  Ibid.  p.  U45.  2"  Jhid^  p,  1128. 
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or  Lustrum^  for  the  purification  of  the  city":  the 
QX,  the  sow,  and  the  ram  are  all  discernible  on  the 
bas-relief  amidst  the  throng.  The  subjects  of  the 
four  circular  reliefs  are  similar  to  those  on  the 
other  front;  but  the  two  large  relievos  on  the 
flanks  of  the  arch  more  especially  call  forth  our 
admiration :  the  artist  seems  to  have  plunged  into 
the  heat  of  the  battle,  and  transferred  the  spirit  of 
the  living  hero  into  the  mute  stone.  Just  beneath 
those  master  specimens  of  art,  an  idea  has  come  to 
the  birth  of  Constantine's  masons  which  they  have 
not  had  strength  to  bring  forth  :  they  have  repre- 
sented their  master's  dominion  over  the  eastern  and 
western  empires  by  the  chariots  of  the  rising  and 
the  setting  sun,  or  perhaps  the  moon  I  The  carved 
frieze  which  girtlis  the  middle  of  the  arch  repre- 
sents Constantine,  surrounded  by  the  senators  in 
their  robes,  addressing  a  public  assembly,  giving  a 
largess  to  the  people,  his  triumph  afler  the  defeat 
of  Maxentius,  the  battle  at  the  Milvian  Bridge**, 
the  assault  of  a  strongly  fortified  town,  most  probably 
Verona",  and  the  triumph  of  Crispus  the  emperor's 
son,  who  waged  a  successful  war  against  Licinius 
in  the  east.^*     After  verifying  all  these  subjects, 

22  The  Lustrum  was  an  institution  of  Servius  Tullius.  "  Suo- 
vetaurilibus  lustrare"  was  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  leading 
the  three  animals  thrice  round  the  assembly  of  people,  and  then 
offering  them  to  Mars.  See  Tit,  Liv*  lib.  i.  cap.  44. ;  and  com- 
pare Festus  in  verb.  SolUauriiia. 

28  See  GibborCs  History  of  the  Decline  and  FaUySjo,  ch.  xiv, 
A.D.  312.  October  28. 

2^  "  O  miserabilem  Veronensium  calamitatem,  quos  non  tam 
tua  quam  intestina  satellitum  pressit  obsidio."  —  Pcmeffyr, 
Const,  Aug.  dictus  auctor,  anonym. 

^  See  Gibbon's  Decline  and  FttU,  Sfc.  chi  xiv.  towards  the  end^ 
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there  will  still  remain  the  pedestals  and  the  minor 
vaults,  wlicre  the  rude  hand  is  stilt  more  visible. 
Taken,  however,  as  a  whole,  there  are  but  few 
monuments  of  antiquity  which  in  interest  and  mag- 
nificence can  compare  with  this. 


The  general  outlines  of  the  fourth  region  are 
strongly  marked  by  the  three  hills  which  nearly 
enclose  it.  Beginning  from  Constantine's  arch,  it 
extends  to  the  Forum  of  Nerva  inclusive,  but 
takes  a  curvilinear  direction  beneath  the  Esquiline 
and  Quirinal  hills,  making  at  tlie  same  tune  a 
branch  which  runs  under  the  Viminal*:  it  then 
returns  so  as  to  include  the  temple  of  Antoninus 
and  Faustina,  to  tliat  angle  of  the  Palatine  which 
overlooks  the  Forum ;  and  is  completed  by  return- 
ing to  the  original  point,  through  the  arch  of 
TituSi  After  thus  defining  its  limits,  it  may  be 
observedj  that  the  circumference  is  the  least  of  all 
the  fourteen  regions ;  and  it  seems  to  have  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  topographers,  that  whilst  such  is 
the  case,  the  measurements  given  of  it  in  the  Re- 
gionaries  exceed  most  of  the  others.  But  as  the 
text  differs  in  them  all,  we  may  conclude,  in  this 
instance,  they  are  all  erroneous ;  for  whereas 
13,000,  14,000,  and  even  18,000  feet  in  circum- 


'^  Iti  the  Veadffie  di  Roma  Antica,  edit.  1818,  the  poftition  of 
the  Vicus  Sceleratus,  which  Rufus  enumerates  iu  the  fourth 
region,  ie  perhaps  correctly  laid  down  ;  and  then  it  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  limits  of  the  region  to  which  it  belongs  I  We 
have  gained  about  2000  feet  for  the  diminutive  district  (see 
plan  of  Ancient  Rome)  by  correcting  this  topographical  error. 
The  church  of  S.  Maria  ai  Monti  may  be  considered  as  the  ex- 
treme point  in  the  direction  of  the  Viminal  hill. 
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ference  is  assigned  to  this  district  ^^S  it  will  be 
difficult,  with  every  allowance  for  sinuosities,  to 
make  out  more  than  SOOO  or  9000*  Within  so  small 
a  space,  liowever,  there  stood  many  objects  of 
interest  and  magnificence;  and  amongst  the  streets 
of  ancient  Rome  the  Via  Sacra  was  pre-eminently 
distinguished-  The  region  c  ontained  2,758  in- 
sula?, 138  houses,  eight  streets,  and  nine  temples ; 
to  which  might  be  added  forums  and  basihcas,  and 
tilings  of  less  importance.  Out  of  tliis  list  not  a 
little  still  remains  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the 
stranger,  and  to  exercise  the  patience  and  learning 
of  the  antiquary. 

The  first  olijcct  within  the  limits  of  the  fourth 
region  is  a  small  ruin  of  brick-work,  whose  original 
shape  resembled  a  Mela  of  the  Circus.  This  was 
anciently  a  fountain  for  the  use  and  ornament  of 
the  adjoining  amphitheatre,  as  appears  from  several 
tnedals  extant,  which  represent  it  as  an  appendage 
to  that  edifice^:  it  is  called  by  Victor  and  Rufus 
the  Mcta  Sudans,  or  "  sweating  goal.'*  The  epithet 
is  supposed  to  be  taken  from  the  perpetual  issue  of 
foaming  water;  or,  as  AnJreas  Pulvio  imagines^, 
because  it  contributed  in  abundance  wherewithal 
to  satisfy  the  thirsty  crowds  assembled  for  the 
games  of  the  Colosseum*     It  was  surmounted^  as 

27  "  Regio  in  circuitu  continet  pedes  xviii.  millia.*'  —  Sextus 
Nufus. 

"  Kegio  in  ambitu  continet  pedes  xiii.  M.  alias  xliii.  M. — 
P.  Victor, 

**  Continet  pedes  tredecim  milUa-"  —  ^oHHa, 

^^  Engravings  of  some  of  tliose  medals  are  given  in  Nardinu 
torn,  i.  Nos.(i.  &  7- 

^*  Fulvio  delk  ArUichita  di  Roma,  Sfc,  tradoUo  per  Roi$Q^ 
carta  137. 
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some  say,  by  a  statue  of  Jupiter  ;  and  il'tlie  water 
conveyed  up  the  cavity,  wliich  is  still  visible,  was 
made  to  issue  out  at  the  top,  the  ancients  must 
have  had  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  liytii'aulics 
than  is  usually  allowed  them.  Indeed,  since  the 
last  excavations,  the  whole  construction  is  mani- 
fest: we  see  the  channels  which  conveyed  and 
carried  off  the  water,  and  also  the  circumference 
of  the  reservoir,  wliich,  very  like  a  modern  foun- 
tain, received  the  falling  streams.  It  was  probably 
supplied  with  water  irom  the  large  reservoir  of 
Nero  on  the  C^lian  hill.  It  was  first  erected  by 
Titus  ^\  and  its  original  form  is  preserved  on  the 
reverse  of  a  medal  of  that  emperor^';  it  was  re- 
paired or  renewed  by  Domitian  " ;  and  it  is  men- 

30  See  the  following  notes  ;  anJ  consult  the  ground  plan 
of  Hadrian's  teraple.  Our  description  was  written  before  the 
thorough  repair  which  this  ruin  has  lately  undergone  1 

*i  Vide  Jifiperator.  J^omanontm  Nfimistnata,  S^e.per  Carolum 
Patimtm^  p.  M-9.,  where  tliis  medal  is  well  delineated  and  illus- 
trated :  it  will  suffice  to  give  a  rough  sketch.  The  superscrip- 
tion round  the  head  of  Titus  is,  imp.  t,  caes.  vesp.  avg.  p.m. 
TR.  P.  COS.  vin. 


82  "His  Coss.  [scilicet,  Domitiano  IX.  et  Clcmente  II.] 
insignissima  Rorage  facta  sunt  opera.  Forum  Trajani*  Thermae 
Titianfp,  Senatus,  Ludus  Matutinua,  MctaAurea,  MeUi  Sudans, 
ct  Pantheon." — Vide  Camwhr.  Coitsules  cum  Comv^nt,  Ciwpt- 
nian.  p.  412.  edit.  Basilla;;. 

It  is  evident  i\\^i  facta  means  renewed. 
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tioned,  under  its  classical  appellation,  in  an  eccle- 
siastical record  as  late  as  the  twelfth  century": 
the  brick-work  attests  a  good  age  of  building,  and 
affords  an  additional  proof  of  its  antiquity.  Seneca 
mentions  a  Meta  Sudans  near  his  own  dwelling, 
where  noisy  people  assembled  and  disturbed  him. 
(A  modem  picture  of  this  may  often  be  seen  near 
the  principal  fountains  of  Rome.)  But  Seneca  is 
speaking  of  Baiae",  and  his  words  have  been  erro- 
neously quoted  to  show  that  the  Meta  Sudans 
existed  before  Titus :  they  rather  show  the  name 
was  generally  applied  to  a  certain  description  of 
fountain. 

We  have  now  to  trace  the  ground-plan  of  an 
enormous  temple,  whose  substructions  extend  in 
length  from  near  the  Meta  Sudans  to  the  arch  of 
Titus,  comprising  all  that  space  now  occupied  by 
the  church  and  monastery  of  S.  Francesca  Romana, 
and  exhibiting  an  elevated  platform  in  front  of  the 
Colosseum.  In  the  middle  of  the  site  still  exist 
some  striking  ruins  of  the  interior  of  the  fabric, 
consisting  in  two  large  niches  or  tribunals,  reversed 
to  one  another,  together  with  a  portion  of  the 
lateral  walls  and  the  vaults.  The  recent  excava- 
tions have  attracted  the  special  attention  of  the 
antiquary  and  the  architect  to  these  ruins,   and 


38  Ordo  JRoTnanus,  annoll4?S. 

84  See  Seneca,  EpisL  Ivii.  with  the  notes  of  Llpsius.  He 
says  he  had  got  accustomed  to  the  noise,  and  regarded  it  as  Mtf 
waves  of  the  sea^  which  seems  to  indicate  he  was  writing  from 
Bais.  The  beginning  of  the  following  epistle  renders  it  still 
more  positive.  Nardini  is  puzzled  with  the  passage  (vol.  i. 
p.  305.),  as  well  he  might  if  he  did  not  consider  Seneca  as  writing 
from  Bm<je. 
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have  equally  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  stranger 
and  indifferent  Roman ;  so  that,  if  such  a  term 
may  bu  used  without  a  solecism,  the  temple  of 
Venus  and  Rome  is  now  the  fashionable  antiqitity 
of  the  city.  It  is  not,  however,  on  this  account 
that  we  are  about  to  give  it  more  than  an  ordinary 
share  of  attention,  but  because  it  furnishes  us  witii 
materials  for  acquiring  a  general  idea  of  an  heathen 
temple,  and  points  us  to  a  period  when  the  arts 
ascended  the  throne  ^^  and  the  world  was  subser- 
vient to  the  imperial  architect  and  sculptor, 

Apollodorus  having  built  the  Forum  of  Trajan, 
and  thereby  excited  the  envy  of  Hadrian,  was 
driven  into  exile  on  some  frivolous  pretext.  The 
emperor,  in  order  to  convince  him  how  easily  his 
services  could  be  dispensed  with,  sent  him  his  own 
architectural  design  of  the  temple  of  Venus  and 
Rome,  which  he  was  building,  desiring  to  have  his 
opinion  upon  it*  Apollodorus  answered,  that  he 
ought  to  have  made  it  more  lofty ;  and  with  sub- 
terraneous accommodations  for  receiving,  as  occa- 
sion miglit  require,  the  machines  of  the  adjoining 
amphitheatre,  and  for  giving  it  a  more  imposing 
aspect  towards  tlie  Via  Sacra.  That,  as  to  the 
statues  (in  a  sitting  posture },  they  were  so  dispro- 
portionate, that  if  the  goddesses  desired  to  get  up 
and  walk  out,  they  would  not  be  able.  The  archi- 
tect, as  may  be  supposed,  paid  the  penalty  of  his 
criticism  with  his  head.  From  this  account,  given 
by  Dion  Cassius^^  the  position  of  the  temple  is 


'^  Spartian,  in  vU*  Hadrian,  cap.  xiv. ;  and  IHon  Cassiuif 
lib.bcix.  p.  115J. 

3«  HiHor.  RGtmn.  lib.  Ixix.  p.  1 153. 
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identified  with  these  ruins.  It  is  moreover  enume- 
rated in  the  llegionarics  in  the  iburtli  region,  and 
seems  to  have  been  called,  indiiFerently,  "  Tem- 
pluni  Urbis,"  "  Templuni  Veneris,"  or  "Temphim 
llonife  et  Veneris;"  the  first  was  perhaps  the  more 
common  appellation.  It  is  mentioned  by  a  minor 
poet"*^  as  being  before  the  Via  Sacra;  and,  except 
the  authority  of  medals,  this  is  all  the  classical 
notice  we  have  of  it.  In  Spartian  and  Marcellinus^® 
it  is  barely  mentioned ;  but  the  former  equally 
points  to  the  environs  of  the  Via  Sacra.  Although 
■we  are  thus  without  any  written  description  of  this 
edifice,  sufficient  remains  to  afford  a  just  idea  of  its 
splendour,  and  to  cxliibit  the  true  form  of,  per- 
haps, the  finest  tem])le  Rome  ever  possessed. 

Signor  (Juiseppe  Pardini,  arciiitect  of  Lucca, 
the  author  of  the  annexed  drawings,  has  remarked, 
with  great  ingenuity,  the  particularities  of  the 
ground-plan  and  elevation.  It  is  to  him  we  owe 
the  architectural  observations  which  will  now  be 


*'     "  At  Eacram  resonare  viam  mugitibus  ante 

Dclubrum  Koma;,  colitur  nam  sanguine  et  ipsa 
More  tlea?,  nomenque  loci,  ceu  Numen  babetur, 
Atque  Urbis,  Venerisque  pari  se  culmine  tonunt 
Templa,  siinul  geniinis  adolentur  thura  dcabus," 

Prudentius  contra  Sjfmmach.  lib.  i.  SH. 

^  Spardrm.  hi  Hmiriun.  cap.  xiv. ;  and  MarcelUn.  lib.  xvi. 
cap.  10.  They  both  call  it  **  Teraplum  Urbis."  '*  His  consu- 
libus  [scilicet,  Pompcjano  et  Atiliano],  templum  Romse  et 
Veneris  factuni  est,  quod  nunc  Urbis  appellatuir.'*  —  Cassio* 
dor.  in  Chronicoiiy  A.  d.  135. 

But  the  Chronicon  of  Eusehius  makes  a  difference  of  three 
years.  "  Templuna  Veneris  ab  Hadriano  KoniiE  factum,  A- d- 
132."  Vide  Chronic.  Trium  Itlmtritim  Aucior.  Sfc,  p,  169- 
cdit.  Burdigel.  1604'. 
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introduced,  following  the  vestiges  which  he  has  so 
accurately  delineated. 

The  inaugurated  ground  was  surrounded,  ex- 
cept the  main  front,  by  a  portico  of  grey  granite 
columns,  amounting  to  nearly  200  in  number,  of 
which  several  fragments  are  lying  in  different 
directions,  showing  the  lower  diameter  of  the 
shafts  to  have  measured  5  feet  4  inches ;  and  con- 
sequently the  height  of  the  columns  to  have  been 
about  37  feet. 

The  flank  of  the  basement,  extending  from  the 
arch  of  Titus  to  the  Meta  Sudans,  is  cut  into  por- 
tions of  different  lengths,  forming  their  several 
platforms  so  as  to  maintain  the  general  level  of  the 
portico  against  the  natural  declivity  of  the  grbiuid. 
Being  thus  constituted,  these  graduated  areas  [see 
letters  (a,  b)  (b,  c)  (c,  d)  (d,  e)  (e,  f )  (f,  g)  (g,  h)] 
served  as  the  receptacle  for  a  solid  construction  of 
blocks  of  travertine,  one  of  which  still  remains  as  a 
specimen  in  its  original  place  (at  the  letter  i),  and 
the  marks  of  several  others  are  left  in  the  mass 
formed  "  ad  Emplecton ;  "  making  it  appear,  from 
measuring  each  block,  that  the  whole  width  of  this 
foundation  was  14  feet  4  inches.  Along  the  whole 
of  this  side  there  are  no  traces  of  steps,  or  of  any 
ingress  to  the  sacred  enclosure. 

'J'he  aspect  towards  the  Colosseum  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  grand  elevation  of  the  temple; 
before  it  was  left  a  clear  rectangular  space,  raised 
about  eight  inches  above  the  original  level,  which 
was  secured  by  a  barrier  or  palisado.  At  each  ex- 
tremity remain  the  skeletons  of  two  large  stair- 
cases, compassing  a  width  nearly  equal  to  the 
rectangular  space  described  [see  the  letters  1,  m]  :• 
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these  conducted  to  a  landing-place  (n),  from  which 
rose  a  second  flight  to  complete  the  ascent  to  the 
consecrated  enclosure  [see  letter  o],  and  to  the 
entrance  of  the  lateral  porticoes  [marked  p].  Tliere 
were  thus  in  all  34  steps,  divided  into  two  flights, 
effecting  an  altitude  of  26  feet.  Tiie  facing  of 
those  stairs  being  entirely  demolislied,  we  have 
nothing  letl  but  the  internal  mass  deformed  ; 
but  embodied  with  it  are  some  brick  walls  of  a 
good  construction,  and  wliichj  as  they  must  have 
existed  prior  to  the  temple,  are  supposed  to  have 
belonged  to  the  golden  house  of  Nero.  To  form 
a  correct  idea  of  this  noble  elevation,  it  is  first 
necessary  to  obviate  a  difficidty  which  occurs  in 
the  surprising  altitude  of  the  basement  comprised 
between  the  two  fliglits  of  steps.  Signer  Pardini 
supposes  it  was  relieved  by  a  division ;  for,  how- 
ever large  the  columns  were  which  formed  the 
front  of  the  portico  of  Venus*s  temple,  they  would 
have  appealed  out  of  proportion  on  such  a  high 
and  massive  foundation.  On  this  principle  the 
restoration  in  tlie  annexed  drawing  has  been  made, 
which  is  sufficiently  consistent  with  the  medals, 
and  confirmed  by  simUar  examples  to  be  found  in 
ancient  buildings.  It  is  natural  to  enquire  the 
meaning  of  those  openings  which  are  perforated  in 
the  basement,  at  irregular  intervals  and  of  unequal 
dimensions.  Some  suppose  they  contained  im- 
mense blocks  of  stone  for  strengthening  the  found- 
ation, and  that,  during  tlie  middle  ages,  they  were 
extracted  for  the  sake  of  the  material.  Now,  when 
the  excavations  of  18^28  were  made,  it  was  found 
that  this  had  been  a  burial-ground ;  and  we  saw 
several  coffins    of  terra    cotta  disinterred,  which 
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had  been  put  into  the  basement,  and  a  quantity  of 
human  bones  were  turned  up.  For  this  reason, 
and  from  tlie  irregularity  of  these  apertures,  as 
well  as  because  they  do  not  extend  along  the  whole 
front,  it  is  better  to  sujjpose  they  were  made  for 
some  purpose  of  sepulchral  vaults  during  the 
middle  ages  j  and,  consequently,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  original  formation  of  tlie  building. 
The  mass  was  formed  "  ad  Emplecton,"  but  no 
doubt  covered  with  travertine  stone,  as  may  be 
seen  from  some  traces  near  the  staircase  at  the 
west  angle.  Tlie  whole  was  then  fliced  with 
marble,  to  give  it  that  noble  appearance  suitable 
to  such  a  temple.  This  being  the  case,  we  are  not 
to  suppose  the  granite  columns  to  have  come  in 
front  of  this  elevation,  but  merely  an  upper  para- 
pet, between  which  and  the  portico  proper  might 
be  placed  a  colossal  statute  or  altar.  These  par- 
ticulars will  be  luiderstood  by  reference  to  the 
elevation  in  its  present  state,  and  the  same  restored. 
In  front  of  the  steps  at  the  east  angle  was  dis- 
covered that  square  mass,  faced  with  brick,  which 
has  been  pronounced  the  pedestal  of  Nero*s  colos- 
sus. Several  pieces  of  bronze  were  gathered  up  in 
the  excavating ;  and  we  shall  have  occasion  to  recur 
to  the  subject  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
direction  of  the  Via  Sacra. 

The  third  side  of  our  colonnade  presents  a  con- 
struction somewhat  different  to  the  corresponding 
one  already  described.  Along  two  thirds  of  the 
length,  beginning  from  the  east  angle,  are  dis- 
covered traces  of  a  wall  [see  letters  r,  s,  t,  u,  v,  y, 
X,  z],  which  served  for  the  substruction  of  the 
ancient  street  j  this  street  is  about  seven  fieet  above 
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the  level  of  the  inaugurated  platform ;  and  some 
of  the  old  pavement  of  it  is  still  visible  in  its  place 
[marked  a'  b'J.  The  remainder  of  this  flank  is  built 
of  the  ordinary  materials  *' ad  Eraplecton,"  which 
seems  to  have  had  a  facing  of  travertine  stone,  to 
serve  at  the  same  time  as  a  foundation  for  the 
outer  wall.  The  width  of  the  portico  or  colonnade 
is  also  detected  along  tlie  whole  of  tliis  side  by- 
continual  vestiges,  which  indicate  more  or  less  the 
foundations  of  the  columns  [see  letter  c'j  ;  and  thus 
the  width  of  the  colonnade  laterally  is  shown  to 
be  comprised  between  a  line  of  columnis  and  an 
exterior  wall.  At  the  northern  angle  of  the  plat- 
form we  find  ourselves  about  eight  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  pavement  of  the  above-mentioned 
Mreet. 

The  fourth  side  exhibits  much  irregularity,  and 
is  constructed  in  a  different  manner  from  any  of 
the  rest  For  the  first  forty  feet  (marked  d',  e"), 
the  internal  mass  bears  marks  of  ha\nng  been  built 
up  with  travertine  stone,  and  which,  perhaps, 
extended  fmthcr  than  can  now  be  traced.  The 
solidity  thus  given  to  this  portion  seems  to  an- 
nounce a  portico  or  ingress,  in  uniformity  with 
those  at  the  extremities  of  the  main  elevation. 
\Near  the  walls  of  the  church  of  S.  Francesca  (at 
tlie  letters  f '  g')  is  a  piece  of  an  ancient  fabric,  of 
uncertiiin  date  and  use,  built  of  triangular  bricks, 
and  forming  part  of  those  other  ruins  near  it:  it  in- 
terrupts the  line  of  the  basement,  w^hich^  up  to  this 
point,  preserves  an  altitude  of  about  seven  feet 
Ai'ter  the  first  forty  feet  above  mentioned,  is  dis- 
covered a  gradation,  which  rises  within  two  feet 
four  inches  of  the  level  of  the  portico,  and  is  twelve 
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feet  longitudinally  measured  (see  d'  h')  :  its  con- 
struction is  of  brick,  and  continues  in  the  same 
altitude,  parallel  with  the  basement,  up  to  tlie  very 
walls  of  the  cliurch  (at  the  letter  i'),  and  in  all 
probability  continued  still  further.  Combining 
this  gradation  with  the  fragment  of  a  wall  (at  V), 
calculated  to  serve  as  the  foundation  of  the  por- 
tico, it  is  concluded  the  granite  columns  continued 
also  along  this  side,  but  with  a  double  row,  as  will 
better  appear  from  the  nature  of  the  steps  existing 
near  Titus's  arch ;  for  they  are  such  as  an  open 
portico  would  obviously  require.  The  remainder 
of  this  side  nearest  the  arch  advances  twenty-five 
feet  further  towards  the  Forum  ;  and  the  flight 
of  steps  of  which  we  speak  must  have  been  origin- 
ally thirteen  in  number,  and  were  of  marble. 
There  still  exist  portions  of  six  steps  in  succession  j 
and  where  the  marble  fails  it  is  supplied  by  tra- 
vertine stone  (as  at  m'  n').  Before  the  six  steps 
is  a  small  clear  space  flagged  with  travertine 
(see  o')>  which  has  been  secured  by  a  palisado  or 
parapet,  as  appears  from  tlie  marks  of  the  sup- 
porters, at  equal  distances  (denoted  by  the  letter  p'*). 
Various  fragments  of  this  parapet,  which  was  of 
marble,  have  been  found  on  the  spot.  The  flight 
of  steps  near  the  arch  of  Titus  was  interrupted 
and  cut  by  a  solid  brick  construction  of  thirty- 
eight  feet  in  length  (see  q'r'),  which  is  very  similar 
to  the  forty  feet  (d'  c')  already  described  ;  observ- 
ing, however,  that  the  former  was  further  within  the 
outline  of  the  basement.  Near  the  above-mentioned 
brick-work  is  a  drain  or  sink  for  receiving  rain  water 
(see  s').  Now,  in  order  to  adjust  the  two  portions 
of  this  side,  whicli  seem  incongruous,  let  it  be  con- 
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sidered  that  the  anterior  fabric  (perhaps  part  of 
Nero's  house),  made  subservient  to  the  structure 
of  the  temple,  extended  as  far  as  halfway  under 
the  church  of  S.  Francesca,  and  at  that  point  cut 
the  flight  of  steps  which  began  at  the  arch  of 
Titus;  that,  after  an  ascent  of  ten  steps,  there  was 
a  landing-place  (denoted  in  our  plan  by  the  letters 
t'  u'),  which,  being  too  confined  towards  the  pre- 
existing niins,  considerably  contracted  that  part  of 
the  basement.  The  entiance  into  the  open  portico 
was  by  ascending  three  steps  more,  and  thus  arriv- 
ing on  the  great  platform.  In  this  manner  tlie 
whole  of  the  "  inaugurated  ground"  was  properly 
isolated  from  eveiy  surrounding  object. 

But  having  frequently  made  use  of  this  ex- 
pression, it  may  be  expedient,  before  proceeding  to 
view  the  interior  of  this  edifice,  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  it,  and  to  offer  such  other  general 
remarks  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  subject  of 
heathen  temples. 

There  are  several  words,  such  as  -^des,  Delu- 
brum,  Templum,  Fanum,  which  we  usually  trans- 
late temple,  but  which  nevertheless  bad  each  a 
special  meaning  as  employed  by  the  aucients. 
Many  of  the  sacred  edifices  called  -^des  were  also 
Teinpla  j  but  to  constitute  an  -^des  a  Templum,  it 
was  necessary  that  it  shoultl  be  inaugurated  after 
the  consecration :  and  if  even  tlie  building  or  ob- 
ject was  of  another  form  and  for  a  different  purpose, 
if  it  was  inaugurated  it  was  called  a  Templum  ;  as, 
for  instance,  the  senate-house  (Curia),  and  the 
Rostrum.^"    An  '*  slides  Sacra,"  therefore,  was  an 

^^  Aulus   GelliuSy  lib.  xiv.  cup.  7.   "  Rostraque  id  templum 
uppellatum."  —  TiL  Liv,  lib.  viii.  cup.  14-. 
VOL.  I,  T 
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edifice  erected  for  religious  purposes,  but  only 
consecrated  by  the  pontiiFs  J  theTemplum  required 
the  intervention  of  the  augur,  and  was  not  neces- 
sarily wliat  we  understand  by  a  temple  ;  the  word 
Fanum  had  more  especial  reference  to  the  ground 
itself.  Romulus  vowed  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Stator, 
but  it  was  only  a  Fanum ;  that  is,  says  Livy*^,  a 
spot  consecrated  for  a  temple  by  a  set  form  of 
words :  so  that  the  ground  about  a  sepulchre 
enclosed  and  consecrated  might  be  called  a  fane.^* 
They  were  accustomed  to  leave  a  small  space  in 
front  unconsccrated,  into  whicli  the  people  might 
enter  at  pleasure  j  such,  perhaps,  was  the  place 
defended  by  a  slight  palisado  as  described  in  fi  ont  of 
Hadrian's  temple  :  this  was  the  "  locus  profanus," 
meaning  it  was  before  the  fane  ;  but  the  word 
afterwards  became  of  more  extensive  meaning,  as 
it  is  used  in  modern  languages.  There  were  at 
Rome  a  few  fanes,  as  of  Carmenta,  Febris, 
Hercules  at  the  Porta  Capena,  Redicidus  on  the 
Via  Appia,  of  Venus  Murcia,  and  one  in  the 
Vatican.  A  Delubrum  might  either  be  of  the 
nature  of  an  vEdes  or  Temphun,  providing  that, 
independently  of  tlie  edifice  itself,  there  was  an 
additional  area  dedicated  for  religious  purposes,  or 
that  sufficient  space  was  left  between  the  altars  for 
tlie  priests  to  accomplish  their  sacrifices'*^ :  hence 
the  temples  situated  on    the  Clivus  Capitolinus, 


^  "  Inque  ea  pugna  JovJs  Statoria  £edem  votam,  ut  Romulus 
ante  voverat ;  .sed  fanuin  tontum,  id  est,  locus  tcmpio  effatus,  jam 
sacratus  fuerat." —  Tit,  Liv,  lib.x.  cap.  37,  Compare  Octr^  ad 
Atticum-,  lib.  xiii.  ep.42. 

*'   Cicero  ad  AtHc,  lib.  xti.  ep.  S^. 

^-  Macrobius^  SaiitmaL  lib.  iii.  cap.  4. 
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where,  as  we  shall  see,  there  was  no  room  for 
such  area,  coukl  not  properly  be  called  "  Delubra." 
But  there  were  several  at  Home,  of  whicJi  the 
principal  were,  of  Apollo,  of  Jupiter  Stator,  of 
Juno  Sospita,  of  ^linerva.  The  edifice  we  are  now 
examining  was  eminently  a  Templum  ;  but  as  there 
was  an  area  of  the  above  description,  it  was  also 
called  a  Dekibrum  ;  and  because  it  was  a  double 
building,  having  two  aspects,  two  distinct  cells, 
two  areas,  &c.  it  was  called  in  the  pkual  number 
Delubra.  It  also  comprised  the  properties  of  a 
Fanum**^  and  an  ^Edes ;  but  neither  of  these  words 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  express  its  dignity, 
^des  may  designate  the  internal  edifice,  which  we 
have  yet  to  examine ;  Delubrum,  the  open  space 
between  it  and  the  outer  colonnade  ;  Fanum,  the 
whole  consecrated  spot  on  whicli  it  stands  j  and 
Templum,  the  dignity  of  the  inauguration. 

The  first  effort  of  idolatrous  worship  was  to  set 
up  a  statue  upon  a  pedestal  in  the  open  air,  and 
place  a  temporary  altar  before  it :  it  soon  became 
expetUent  to  shelter  the  statue  from  the  effects  of 
the  weather,  but  without  concealing  it  from  the 
eye  of  the  worshipper;  and  this  was  the  origin  of 
the  niche.**^  As  the  ceremonies  increased,  and 
the  priests  required  the  use  of  utensils  for  sacrifice 
and  a  permanent  altar,  it  was  necessary  that  he 


^  It  is  called  a  Fanum  by  Aurelius  Victor  de  Cccsaribus  in 

*"  Plin,  NaL  HisL  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  5,  &c. ;  and  Cic  de  Divi' 
noHone,  lib.  i.  sect.  104.,  for  a  statue  w'ii\\  an  altar  before  it  so 
theltered  constituted  the  Sacellum  (quasi  saora  ceUa) ;  but 
»ee  Macrob.  Saiurtutl.  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  on  the  origin  of  the 
wrorship  of  Saturn  iji  Italy. 
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also  should  be  sheltered  whilst  performing  liis 
offices :  a  roof  was  therefore  raised  over  a  small 
space.  In  process  of  time  it  was  regularly  built  up 
and  enclosed,  and  the  whole  shut  in  by  doors :  this 
was  the  origin  of  the  Cella,  Whilst  the  priest 
thus  performed  the  ceremonies  within  walls,  the 
people  assembled  in  the  open  air  in  front  of  tlie 
Cella  or  Pronaon.*  To  protect  the  assembly  from 
the  heat  and  rain,  a  roof  was  reared  over  the 
Pronaon,  supported  by  columns  and  pilasters- 
When  the  sacrifices  were  more  numerous,  and  to 
slaughter  the  oxen  and  the  sheep  within  walls, 
and  to  use  the  fire  and  the  libations,  would  have 
been  inconvenient,  the  altar  was  transferred  to 
the  Pronaon,  and  the  Cella  only  used  for  delivering 
oracles  according  to  the  augury  from  birds  and 
smaller  animals.  In  order  now  to  shelter  the 
people,  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  portico.  This 
portico  at  first  was  only  in  the  front,  which  con- 
stituted tlie  prostyle;  but  wlien  more  altars  were 
introduced,  and  the  columns  were  carried  round 
the  Cella,  it  became  a  peripteras  ^^ :  and  this 
whether  the  temple  was  round,  like  that  of  Vesta, 
or  of  a  different  figure,  like  some  at  Pompeii.  If  it 
was  rectangular  and  so  surrounded,  it  was  a 
tetrastyle,  &c.  When  the  edifices  of  the  gods  had 
arrived  at  this  state  of  perfection,  architectural 
ornaments    and   grandeur,    and  proportion,    were 


'*^  So,  in  Greek,  vao^  should  be  considered  as  the  edifice  itself, 
^des,  or  even  the  part  of  it  wliich  was  closed,  CcUa ;  h^w, 
the  whole  inaugurated  space,  Templum,  or  in  a  more  com- 
prehensive sense,  rcucyof,  Fanum. 

^^*  On  the  prostyle  and  peripteroa,  see  the  note  of  Philander 
on  VitTfivius,  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  p.  85.  edit.  Lugdun,  1552. 


DISS.  Vr.       TEMPLE    OF    VENUS    AND    ROME. 


277 


studied  ;  the  portico  was  erected  upon  an  elevated 
basement,  to  which  they  ascended  by  a  number  of 
steps ;  more  space  was  given  for  the  numerous 
sacrifices  and  denser  crowds  of  spectators  ;  the 
elevations  were  planned  with  studied  magnificence  5 
the  Cellse  were  adorned  with  more  niches  and 
statues,  and  precious  marble  was  lavished  on  the 
walls;  the  vaults  were  fretted  into  squares,  and 
enriched  with  gold ;  and,  in  sliort,  the  temple  of 
Venus  and  Rome  maybe  considered  as  a  specimen 
of  all  these  things  united.  Alter  this  digression  we 
now  return  to  our  plan. 

It  is  perceived,  from  some  vestiges  remaining  on 
the  platform  at  (v'),  that  it  was  flagged  with  white 
marble ;  on  this  rose  the  peristyle  of  the  temple, 
upon  seven  marble  steps,  which  ran  round  the 
whole,  as  may  be  discovered  from  various  fragments 
still  existing  (see  x').  The  position  of  the  columns 
of  this  peristyle  is  detennined  towards  the  Colos- 
seum by  two  furrows  in  which  they  stood  (as  in 
the  plan  at  y'  z')  ;  between  those  furrows  were 
placed  some  solid  masses  of  travertine  stone,  which 
have  now  disappeared :  on  the  corresponding  paii: 
towards  the  Forum  may  also  be  recognised  some 
masses  of  stone  in  the  original  site,  particularly  at 
(a*'),  w^hich  determine  also  the  angle  of  the  peristyle 
towards  the  arch  of  Titus.  Of  the  large  columns 
which  formed  tliis  interior  portico,  three  fi'ag- 
ments  lie  scattered  about'  the  site  :  they  jire  of 
Parian  marble,  and  fluted ;  and,  according  to 
Signor  Pardini*s  calculation,  have  measured  at 
the  lower  diameter  C  feet  S'4  inches.  The 
diameters  of  the  columns  and  the  limits  of  the 
peristyle  being  given,  it  residts,  from  allowing  a 
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proper  intercoluinniation,that  the  flanks  had  twenty 
cohimns  each,  including  the  angular  ones,  and  that 
the  fronts  had  ten,  as  the  four  medals  represent 
(see  medals  in  the  elevations).  According  to  the 
calculations  here  made,  it  appears  the  intercolum- 
niations  were  equal  to  two  diametei*s  of  a  column  ; 
and  this  Vitruvius  calls  a  systylos ;  and  because 
the  columns  in  front  were  ten,  it  also  constitutes 
the  temple  a  decastylos.  The  Pronaon  of  each 
Cella  had  four  columns  and  two  pilasters,  the 
position  of  which  is  recognised  by  the  furrow  (z'): 
the  distance  between  these  columns  and  tlie  line 
of  ten  in  front  is  equal  to  two  iutercolumniations 
plus  one  diameter ;  and  because  thei'e  appeared 
tliis  double  row  of  columns  in  the  fronts,  and  only 
one  row  on  the  flanks,  tlie  temple  becomes  of  that 
class  callcil  pscudo-diptcros.  But  as  there  were  two 
fronts  of  uniform  construction,  it  is  also  an  amphi- 
prostyle  ;  so  that,  in  the  language  of  architecture, 
our  temple  is  an  amphiprostyle,  pscudo-dipteros, 
decastyle,  systyle.*'" 

The  lateral  walls  of  the  Cella  must  have  had  a 
facing  of  stone,  as  much  as  the  thickness  indicated 
in  the  plan  in  lighter  tints;  and  very  probably  the 
whole  of  that  again  had  a  coating  of  marble. 

The  pavement  of  the  peristyle  was  ail  of  white 
marble,  as  may  be  observed  from  some  original 
traces  (at  the  letter  b"),  which  also  show  the  pattern. 
The  Pronaon  had  a  flooring  of  richer  material  and 
more  laboured  design,  which  may  be  partially  ti'aced 
among  the  niastich  (encircled  by  the  line  c");  and 
from  vai'ious  fragments  of  porphyry,  paonazzetto, 


See  Vitruvius  de  Architect,  cVc.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1. 
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giallo  anticoy  &c.  that  have  been  found,  it  appears 
not  only  the  flooring  of  the  Pronaon  and  the  Cellas 
were  of  those  precious  materials,  but  also  the  inner 
walls  were  incrusted  with  them. 

From  the  Pronaon  to  the  interior  of  the  Cella  is 
another  ascent  of  four  steps,  and  the  marks  of  the 
flooring  already  alluded  to  are  easily  traced  (at 
the  letter  d").  Not  only  was  the  surface  of  the 
whole  interior  thus  richly  incrusted,  but  the  sides 
were  adorned  by  an  order  of  columns  of  porphyry, 
as  scnne  pieces  discovered  declare.  These  columns 
rose  upon  a  basement  equal  in  altitude  to  the 
pedestal  of  the  grand  statue  in  the  niche  (which 
stood  at  the  letter  e").  The  existence  of  this  row 
of  columns  is  pointed  out  by  the  small  inlets  in  the 
walls  ad^»ted  for  fixing  the  entablature  as  exhibited 
in  our  plan  (vide  section  in  its  present  state).  Be- 
tween the  columns  were  niches  alternately  curved 
and  rectilinear  for  containing  other  statues ;  and 
these  niches  were  again  supported  with  small  fluted 
columns,  as  discovered  from  some  fragments  re* 
maining  and  the  marks  in  the  walls.  On  each  side 
of  the  main  niche  is  the  appearance  of  a  cdumn, 
and  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  we  must  suppose 
two  others,  i.  e.  one  on  each  side  the  ingress  within ; 
and  as  there  have  been  found  some  pieces  of  ala- 
bast^  it  is  supposed  tliey  were  of  tliat  material : 
these  particulars,  applied  to  tlie 
exhibited  in  the  section.  The  vi 
into  rectangular  coffers,  and  richly 
stuccou  The  roofs  of  the  main 
worked  into  co&rs  of  rhoml 
been  gilded,  as  some  slight 
to  prove  -,  so  that  no  part  of  i 
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some  covering  of  gold  or  precious  marble.  The 
Cellie  received  light  from  the  doors,  which  were 
doubtless  of  bronze,  and  perhaps  constructed  after 
the  manner  of  Vitruvius's  "  Lumen  Hypothyri."^ 

It  is  supposed  the  main  roof  was  of  bronze ;  for 
Anastasius  informs  us  that  Pope  Honorius  I,, 
having  obtained  permission  of  the  Emperor  Hera- 
clius,  covered  tlie  whole  of  S.  Peter's  BasiHca  with 
the  bronze  tablets  or  tiles  wliich  he  took  from  the 
temple  called  llonia.'*^  [a.  d.  626.']  Several  pieces 
of  bronze  have  been  gathered  up  in  the  late  exca- 
vations :  some  seem  to  have  formed  part  of  the 
utensils  used  in  sacrifice ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
the  figures  in  tlic  tympanum  of  the  elevation '^^  were 
also  of  that  materiah  It  now  only  remains  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  the  restoration  of  the  main  front 
as  it  is  given  in  our  plans. 

The  embellishments  are  chiefly  regulated  by  the 
medal  of  Hadrian,  in  which  the  two  triumphal 
columns  appear  conspicuous.  Among  other  dis- 
coveries  in  the  excavations,  are  some  immense 
fragments  of  cippoiino,  sufficient  to  show  the 
diameter  of  the  column  to  which  they  belonged, 
and  which  is  crdculated  at  5  feet  14  inches; 
i.  e,  thirteen   inches  less  than  those  of  the  peri- 


^*  De  Architectural  lib.  iv.  cap,  6. 

^°  "  Hie  cooperuit  Ecclesiam  omnem  [scilicet,  Bcati  Petri] 
ex  tabulis  a:rcis,  quas  levavit  de  templo  quod  appellatur  Romte, 
ex  consensu  piissimi  Ileraclei  Imp." — Anastasim  in  viLffortar* 
torn.!,  p.  120.  t;dit  Rom.  IVIS. 

^**  A  fragment  of  a  bas-relief  found  near  the  portico  of  Oc- 
tavia  is  supposed  to  have  represented  the  front  of  this  temple, 
particularly  the  sculpture  in  the  tympanum.  It  has  been  illus- 
trated to  that  effect  in  the  EjfaiKride  LiUerarie  di  Bo/na, 
fasc.  1.  p.  106. 
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style :  these  fragments  were  found  together  with 
manifest  indications  of  a  pedestal  in  the  middle 
of  the  eastern  flank,  and  a  single  piece  of  a  similar 
column  was  seen  near  the  centre  point  of  the  side 
corresponding.  To  give  these  pillars  an  elevated 
appearance,  it  was  necessary  they  should  rise  on 
lofty  pedestals,  and  those  pedestals  on  some  steps, 
not  unlike  the  column  of  Phocas  ;  then  surmounted 
hy  colossal  statues,  probably  of  bronze,  they  would 
have  that  conspicuous  appearance  which  the  medal 
exhibits.  An  allowance  ought,  however,  to  be  made 
for  the  perspective  of  a  medal,  in  whicli  generally 
the  most  remarkable  features  of  a  building  were 
introduced  without  special  regard  to  the  propor. 
tions :  therefore  it  is,  that  although  these  two 
pillars  stood  on  the  flanks  of  the  temple,  they 
appear  on  tlie  medal  as  if  they  were  in  front. 
Partly  to  conform  to  the  medal,  and  partly  to  pre- 
serve this  feature  in  the  elevation,  regard  has  been 
had  by  Signor  Pardini  to  exhibit  the  two  columns 
in  his  restoration :  and  thus  we  imagine  any  one 
will  now  be  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  this  once 
magnificent  edifice  ;  and  we  are  not  without  liope 
that  these  remarks  may  contribute  to  illustrate 
generally  the  nature  of  an  ancient  Roman  temple- 
We  have  already  seen  the  Meta  Sudans  and  the 
pedestal  of  Nero's  Colossus  in  front  of  the  main 
elevation*    We  have  now  to  consider  the  two  other 

stood  nearly  in  corresponding  atti- 
front  towards  the  Fonun,  viz.  the 

nd  thi  Basilica  of  Constantine. 

J'  »-^  p  ept  the  doubtful  momunent 
iumphal  arch  now  existing 
)of  and  illustration  of  the 
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most  important  event  in  the  JewisJi  history,  there 
is  not  perhaps  a  more  interesting  object  of  anti- 
quity in  the  world:  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  fulfil- 
ment of  prophecy^',  and  a  standing  monument  of 
the  dispersion  of  the  Cliiklren  of  Israel  from  the 
time  the  unconscious  senate  erected  this  trophy  in 
honour  of  the  decrees  of  Providence.  The  Jew 
and  the  Christian  must  equally  feel  an  interest  and 
linger  near  the  ruin  wliich  brings  before  their  eyes 
the  woful  history  of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem. 

The  short  career  of  Titus  is  chiefly  signalised  by 
the  conquest  of  Judea.  The  appropriate  medals, 
with  the  superscription  of  iudaea  capta,  exhibit 
the  Holy  Land  under  the  emblem  of  a  palm  tree, 
with  a  captive  female  sitting  at  the  foot  of  it*^; 
a  too  faithful  representation  of  the  daughter  of 
Jerusalem  which  has  long  sat  and  wept  in  the  dust. 
We  do  not,  however,  find  in  the  ancient  writers  any 
mention  made  expressly  of  this  arch",  except  some 
such  conclusion  may  be  drawn  from  a  few  words  in 
the  epitome  of  Dion.  That  historian  informs  us  ", 
that  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  Vespasian 
and  Titus  did  not  (accortUng  to  the  usuiil  practice) 
assume  the  title  of  the  conquered  countiy  (in  this 
case  Judaicus),  but  they  had  triumplial  arches  de- 
creed to  them;  but  the  inscription,  which  is  still 
conspicuous  on  the  monument,  speaks  for  itself: 


»»  JDmiidy  ch.  ix.27.;  St  Lukes  Gospely  ch.  xxi.20— 25- 
*2  Bdlori  in  NumunuU,  (  Vespasian),  <$c  p.  62.  edit.  Roma, 

1730,  folio. 
*3  It  is  enumerated  by  Sextus  Ruilis  amongst  the  objects  of 

the  fourth  region,  **  Arcus  Titi." 


hi 


XipkiUn.  r<w.  X.  p.217.  edit.  1592. 
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the  senate  and  the  Roman  people  erected  it  in 
honour  of"  the  son  of  Vespasian.  From  the  apo- 
theosis of  Titus,  which  is  represented  in  the  middle 
of  the  vault  (the  emperor  conveyed  on  the  back 
of  an  eagle),  and  from  the  word  "  divo"  or  dei- 
fied,  which  appears  in  the  inscription,  it  has  been 
fairly  deduced  that  the  arch  was  not  built  until 
after  his  death  :  but  comparing  tliese  emblematical 
proofs  with  the  passage  from  Dion  Cassius  just 
alludeii  to,  we  may  conclude  more  accurately  that 
the  honour  was  decreed,  and  tlie  arcli  begun,  during 
his  lifetime  j  but  not  finished  until  after  his  death, 
whicli  was  so  premature.*  Josephus  minutely  de- 
scribes the  triumplial  procession  of  Vespasian  and 
his  son  ;  and,  amongst  other  trophies  carried  before 
them,  the  spoils  which  had  belonged  to  the  temple 
at  Jerusalem  were  conspicuous,  **  Tliere  was  the 
golden  table,"  remarks  the  liistorian,  "  which 
weiglied  many  talents :  it  was  constructed  upon 
a  different  principle  from  any  thing  in  use  amongst 
us  now.  In  the  middle  was  the  main  stem  which 
rose  out  of  the  base  \  from  tliis  proceeded  smaller 
branches,  very  much  resembling  the  form  of  a 
trident,  and  on  the  top  of  each  of  them  was  a  lamp 
worked  in  brass :  tliere  were  seven  such  in  all, 
emblematical  of  the  seven  days  of  the  Jewish  week. 
The  law  of  the  Jews  was  the  last  of  those  spoils  in 
the  procession."  At  the  end  of  seventeen  cen- 
turies, it  is  easy  to  recognise  in  a  piece  of  sculpture 
the  description  of  Josephus  :  two  of  the  seven 
lamps  (lychnij  that  were  on  the  tops  of  the 
branches  are  preserved,  and  the  rest  may  more  or 

•  See  Note  T  T. 
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less  be  faintly  traced.^  Before  the  candlestick  is 
borne  the  table  which  Josephus  mentions,  but  gives 
jio^description  of  in  his  account  of  the  triumph  ;  but 
he  does  in  another  part  of  his  writings.  "  The 
legs  (or  feet)  of  the  table  were*^  perfectly  finished 
in  the  lower  liall^  like  those  the  Dorians  put  upon 
their  couches;  but  the  upper  half  of  them  were 
worked  square."  Now  the  only  foot  of  the  table 
tliat  is  or  ever  has  been  visible  seems  to  terminate 
like  a  paw  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  legs,  if  ever  they 
have  been  square,  are  now  no  longer  visibly  so, 
but  the  edges  may  have  been  worn  off' by  time  ;  nor 
can  we  recognise  any  traces  of  the  rings  to  the 
feet,  according  to  the  directions  given  to  Moses.^ 
The  two  utensils  placed  upon  the  table  are  called 
by  Reland  "  Acerrae,"  censers ;  and  he  dedicates 
a  chapter  of  his  work  for  sliowing  their  original 
form/'^  In  front  of  the  table  are  also  seen  two 
trumpets  crossed,   which  equally  answer  the   de^ 


^^  The  uptta.  avv  fcfffn^i  xotl  x^ixTiq^/Sioif  (^Joseph.  Antiquitat, 
lib. ill.  sect.  7-  p.  111.  edit,  citat.),  which  (as  in  JB.rodus,  ch,  xxv. 
SI.)  is  translated  "  flowers  with  knops  and  bowls,"  belong  to  the 
anmments  of  the  branches^  but  tlic  lamps  at  the  tops  were  made 
for  use.  (EjcodiiSf  xxv.  37.)  Tlicse  ornaments  are  now  so  cor- 
roded, that  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  apply  any  description  to 
them.  It  is  singular  enough  that  Mr.  Burton  (in  his  excellent 
remarks  upon  Titus's  arch,  AtUitpiities^  Sfc.  p.  205.)^  in  so  doing, 
should  call  Alexandrian  cups  like  modern  saucers,  because  tliey 
were  narrow  at  the  bottom  and  broad  at  tlie  mouth, 

T{/«k  rer^oyidjioi  T^  ipyacri^. — Antiquit,  lib.  iii.  Sect.  6.  p.  110. 

*'  Ejtodvsj  ch,  xxv.  26-  Josephug  also  mentions  the  rings. 
In  loc.  Slip,  citat 

*^  Vide  Rehtnd,  de  Spoliis  TempU  Hierosolt/m.  cap.  xl. 
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scription  of  Josephus^^  j  and  as  he  informs  us  the 
originals  were  made  of  silver,  we  may  safely  identify 
them  with  the  form  of  those  used  by  Moses  for 
**  the  calling  of  the  assembly  and  the  journeying  of 
the  cani2)s."  ^  Such  is  the  representation  of  the 
spoils  of  tlie  Jewisii  temple  contained  in  this  most 
interesting  bas-relief.  The  objects  themselves  were, 
after  the  triumph,  deposited  by  Vespasian  in  the 
temj)Ie  of  Peace  5  and  their  history  may  in  some 
measure  be  traced  to  tlie  sixth  century.^'     On  tlie 

M  Antiquit.  lib.iii.  cap.  2,,  which  from  Epiphanius  is  tliua 
rendered :  —  "  TuboE  ex  argcnto  factsc  quiae  est  hujus  modi. 
Longitudinc  quidom  Imbena  peue  cubitura,  est  autem  angusta 
fistula  cantatoria  calamo  capacior,  praebens  latitudJnem  quae  con- 
veniat  ori  ad  susceptionem  spiritus,  et  classico  sono  vicina  est 
quffi  Hebraica  lingua  vocatur  Asosra  ;  fact<E  sunt  talcs  duic."  — 
Rekaui  de  Spoiits,  Sfc,  p,  124r. 

^  Numifersy  ch.  x.  2— U. 

fii  See  Bttrton^s  Antiquities,  p.  206. ;  and  Gibbons  Decline 
and  Fally  ch.  xxxvi.     Compare  p.  287.  of  this  Dissertation. 

The  three  banners  formed  thus» 
Bee  borne  aloft  in  the  procession,  were 
ried  in  triumphs,  and  no  satisfactory- 
been  given  of  what  they  really  were; 
probably  the  title  of  the  triumph  (as, 
IVDAEA  capta)  was  inscribed  upon 
the  list  of  cities  and  districts  subdued  or  taken  by  the  conque- 
ror. Upon  such  a  banner,  perhaps,  Julius  Cffisar  wrote  hia  cele- 
brated motto ;  for  thus  Suetonius,  —  "  Pontico  Triumpho  ittter 
Pomp£e  Fercula  trium  verborum  prsetulit  titulum  :  Ven)»  Vidi, 
Vici."  {/«  vit.  Jul,  C(tsar.  cap.  xxxvii.)  Tliey  seem  to  have 
had  their  origin  from  the  triumph  of  Komulus:  *'  Spolia  ducis 
hoBltum  exsi  suspensa  fabricato  ad  id  ante  Ferculo  gerens  in 
Capitolium  ascondit*" —  TiL  Liv.  Kb.  i.  cap.  10.  But  Homu- 
lus's  ferculum  was  merely  the  trunk  of  an  oak  tree  hewn  into 
some  shape  for  suspending  the  armour  of  King  Acron  from 
{Plutarch  in  Rom\Uo)\  from  this  circumstance  Jupiter  obtained 
the  epithet  of  Feretrius.  llius  Uomulus  had  no  other  **  titulus  " 
but  what  was  designated  by  his  ferculum ;  but  in  the  course 
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corresponding  bas-relief  appears  the  emperor  in  his 
triumphal  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  preceded 
by  Romans  wearing  laurel  wreatiis  and  carrying 
tlie  iasces  ;  tlic  first  of  them  holds  a  palm  branch 
in  his  hand :  behind  the  car  is  a  Victory  in  the  act 
of  placing  lier  crown  upon  the  head  of  the  con- 
queror. The  vault  is  ornamented  with  square 
coffers  and  roses,  and  the  [apotheosis  of  Titus  in  a 
square  relief.  In  one  jilace  the  vault  seems  to 
have  been  rent  by  the  removal  of  a  gramping  iron. 
In  the  front  towards  the  Forum,  the  late  restor- 
ations leave  but  two  halves  of  the  original  columns 
and  some  of  the  basement  The  two  Victories 
under  the  key-stone  are  disfigured  by  time  ;  but  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  them  is  left  a  wreath  and  a 
palm  branch.  On  tlie  other  front  tlie  two  original 
columns  have  suffered,  but  their  elevation  is  pre- 
served; and  this  side  of  the  arch  altogether  has 
sustained  less  injury  than  the  other,  for  nearly  all 
the  cornice  and  the  attic  are  entire :  a  vestige  of 
a  window  or  door  lias  served  as  a  model  for  restoring 
the  rest  On  the  frieze  are  some  puny  figures  of 
warriors  leading  oxen  for  sacrifice ;  and  tlie  figure 
of  an  old  man  conveyed  on  a  table  or  slab,  may  be 
an  allegorical  representation  of  the  river  Jordan, 
On  the  consol,  or  ornament  of  the  key-stone,  is  lefl 
tlie  figure  of  a  Roman  warrior  almost  perfect®* 


of  time  the  "  tituli  "  were  iutroduced  independently  of  the 
spoils  carried  ou  "  fercula"  (as  the  tabic  and  candlestick  in 
this  bas-relief  are  carried):  these  banners,  therefore,  were  tlie 
"  tituli" 

^'3   The  new  ioscription  is  a  good  Rpecimen   of  such-like 
Latinity :  — 
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In  approacliing  the  stupendous  ruin  which  stands 
at  tlie  fouitli  angle  of  Hadrian's  temple,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  familiarise  our  ideas  once  more  with 
the  sacred  edifices  of  the  gods.  Here  we  find 
no  elevated  basement  on  wliich  the  building  is 
reared,  —  no  portico  which  eitlier  surrounded  it  or 
even  ])a3sed  in  front,  —  no  cella  which  was  en- 
closed by  walls,  whilst  the  rest  was  a  colonnade, 
—  nor  any  of  tliosc  properties  which  constitute  a 
temple.  Why,  tlierefore,  is  this  building  coJiimonly 
called  tlie  temple  of  Peace? 

An  edifice  with  that  title  was  erected  by  Ves- 
pasian after  the  final  subjugation  of  Judea**'*,  and 
many  things  connected  with  it  are  of  great  interest. 
It  was  magnificent  beyond  description  :  it  was  en- 
riched with  a  profusion  of  pictures  and  statues, 
sucli  as  called  forth  the  admiration  of  Pliny**  and 
other  authors.  Within  it  were  deposited  the  golden 
objects  already  described,  taken  from  the  temple 
at  Jenisalcm  5  whilst  tlie  law  and  purple  veil  of  the 
sanctuary  were  preserved  in  the  imperial  palace, 
In  the  sack  of  Rome  of  465,  these  sacred  objects 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Vandal  king  Genseric, 
who  carried  them  to  Carthage.  Belisarius  re- 
covered them  in  his  conquest  of  Africa,  and  took 
them  to  Constantinople ;  and,  by  a  strange  vicissi- 


INSIGNE    RELIOIONI3    ATQUE    AIlTia    MONUMENTUM 

VETtJSTATE   PATISCENS 

PIUS    SEPTIMUS    PONTIFEX    MAX. 

MOVIS    OPEniRDS    PRISCUM    EXEMPLAR    IMITANTIBUS 

FUI.Cini    SERVARIQUE    JU8SIT 

ANNO    SACKI    PniNCIPATUS   EJUS   XXIII. 

''^  Josephu  de  Bello  Judaico,  lib.  viii.  cap.5> 

^  Hi$t.Nat  lib.  xx^v*  cap.  10. ;  Ibid,  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  7. 
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tude,  they  were  again  transferred  to  Jemsalena  to 
the  Christian  church.^  It  is  suspected  they  after- 
wards  passed  into  Persia  through  the  hands  of 
Chosroes,  who  took  the  holy  city  in  611  j  and 
many  are  unwilling  to  believe  that  tliey  have  yet 
ceased  to  exist.  The  temple  of  Peace  remained  in 
all  its  glory  for  about  110  years  j  it  was  then  com- 
pletely, destroyed  in  the  great  fire  which  took  place 
under  Connnodus.**   C^*  d.  191-] 

The  words  of  Herodian"^'  seem  to  forbid  any 
further  enquiry  into  the  remains  of  this  celebrated 
building.  —  "  By  the  slight  earthquake  and  the 
tliundcrbolt  which  followed  it,  the  whole  of  the 
sacred  enclosure  was  consumed,  wliich  was  the 
most  splendid  object  the  city  then  possessed." 
From  the  security  it  afforded,  it  was  the  richest  of 
all  temples  in  offerings  ot  gold  and  silver;  and 
every  one  had  deposited  in  it  whatever  he  pos- 
sessed most  valuable.  Some  conjectured  that  the 
loss  of  the  temple  of  Peace  was  a  sign  of  war. 
Claudius  Galenus,  the  celebrated  physician,  who 
witnessed  the  conflagration,  equally  declares  that 
the  whole  edifice  was  entirely  consumed*^;  and 
his  voluminous  writings,  whicli  were  laid  up  in  his 
sho])  situated  in  the  Via  Sacra,  also  perished  in 
the  flames.  Procopius  saw  the  temple  in  ruins  in 
the   sixth  century,    having   so   lain   for  ages  (he 


•*  Procopius  de  BelL    VoTidalic,   lib.  i.  cap.  5.,   and   lib.  ii. 
cap.  9. 

*^  Dion  CassiitSi  lib.  Ixxii.  p.  1 224'. 

fi^  Invit  Commod.  lib.i.  p.  22.  edit.  Stcpban.  1581. 

^^  'Bitxiuv   .   -  .  .  iyyiataKet^BivrKV   ht    iv  Tp   kcct^  t^    («^*   o8©if 
Dc Medicament.  lib.i.  cap.  1. 
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says)*,  ever  since  it  was  struck  down  by  lightning ; 
and  when  Marcellinus  enumerates  the  objects 
■which  attracted  tlie  special  attention  of  Constan- 
tins,  he  mentions  the  temple  of  Hadrian  and  the 
Forum  of  Peace  '"^  but  no  temple  of  that  name  ; 
neither  has  P«  Victor  inserted  it  in  his  catalogue'^; 
hence  it  appears  that  the  temple  of  Peace  was  effec- 
tually desti'oyed,  and  never  again  rebuilt.  A  solitary 
passage  in  Trebellius  Pollio'^  who  wrote  lii  the 
fourth  century,  might  raise  an  argument,  but  it 
would  not  invalidate  this  conclusion.  Moreover, 
the  situation  of  Vespasian's  temple  does  not  corre- 
spond to  the  ruined  edifice  before  us  —  for  it  is  said 
to  have  been  built  very  near  to  the  Foru7n ;  but  as 
it  was  also  in  the  Via  Sacra,  it  must  have  come 
near  the  temple  of  Antoninus. 

The  rectangularly-formed  edifice  to  which  these 
imposing  ruins  belong  occupies  a  space  of  about 
300  feet  by  230 ;  it  was  divided  into  three  aisles 
or  naves.  The  original  entrance  was  by  a  portico 
or  corridor,  on  the  side  parallel  to  Hadrian's  tem- 
ple (a  a)  ^^ ;  and  at  the  corresponding  end  was  a 
tiibunal  (b),  whicli  is  now  embodied  in  a  granary. 
The  vaults  of  the  two  side  aisles  were  supported 
by  massive  walls  and  pilasters ;  the  middle  vault, 

*^  .   .   .  "Hkk  ha  T^?  uyopai  ^v^ip^v  Ztpriv^^  KaXevct  'Puy.aUr  tvravBa 

Kttrat. —  Prorop.  He  Beilo  Gothic,  lib.  iv.  cap.  21. 

"^  Ammiaiu  MarceUin.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  10. 

"*  1l\\c  fourth  region,  nevertheless,  preserved  the  denomination 
of  <*  Tcraplum  Pacis ;"  and  it  is  easy  to  see  how  the  error  of 
the  repetition  has  slided  into  the  text  of  S.  Rufus.  Vide  apud 
Grceviunii  torn.  iii.  p.  28. 

'2  Triginla  Tifrann.  ytctoriay  sect.  31. 

'*  See  the  ground-plan  of  this  tdifice  in  the  plan  of  the  Ro- 
man Forum,  No.  3. 

VOJ-.  1.  u 
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higher  by  one  third  than  the  other,  was  reared 
upon  eight  large  fluted  columns  of  white  marble, 
one  of  which  existed  in  its  original  place  (c)  in  the 
time  of  Camucci"\  and  was  attei'wards  taken  away 
by  Pope  Paul  V,  in  U>19,  and  set  up  in  front  of 
the  church  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore,  where  it  now 
stands.  The  corridor  above  mcntioned.was  narrow^ 
and  only  rose  to  about  one  third  the  height  of  the 
building  j  the  level  of  it  was  two  steps  below  that 
of  the  adjoining  original  pavement.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain whether  it  had  columns  before  the  pilasters  or 
not.  The  entrance  was  at  first  by  a  single  open- 
ing (at  d),  which  was  flanked  by  two  windows 
corresponding  to  the  main  nave,  by  two  more  cor- 
responding with  the  side  aisles,  and  by  two  others 
opposite  the  buttresses  of  tlie  aisles ;  thus  presenting 
six  windows  in  front,  not  milike  the  elevation  of 
a  modern  church.  This  corridor  is  now  nearly 
destroyed:  the  alcove  (e)  at  the  end  is  of  a  much 
later  construction,  and  has  been  used  for  a  Christian 
chapel.  Tlie  window  opposite  the  existing  aisle, 
as  well  as  the  adjoining  one,  has  been  closed  up; 
and  a  staircase  afterwards  made  for  ascendina^ 
to  the  terrace  formed  over  the  portico,  as  may 
still  be  recognised  (see  f).  This  communicated 
with  another  staircase  (at  g),  wliicli  conducted  to 
the  top  of  the  building.  For  comprehending  this 
construction,  it  is  necessary  to  enter  the  garden 
behind  the  ruins,  and  ascend  them.  In  the  inner 
wall  of  tlie  portico  were  five  doors,  which  gave  im- 
mediate access  into  the  interior ;  viz.  three  into 
the  main  nave,  and  one  each  into  the  aisles.    Each 

'•*  As  appears  from  a  sketch  entitled  "  Tempio  della  Pace." 
A7\(ichitd  di  Bontn,  S{c.  lib.  i.  p.  37. 
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of  the  tliree  vaults  of  the  aisles  was  lighted  by  six 
arched  windows,  L  e*  three  below  and  three  above. 
The  main  nave  was  lighted  by  six  additional  "  lu- 
nettes," situated  directly  above  the  A'aults,  and  by 
tliree  windows  towards  tire  front.  Two  thirds  of 
the  building  is  now  entirely  destroyed;  the  but- 
tresses alone  remaining  to  mark  the  original  plan. 
The  aisle  which  still  exists  presents  three  naked 
vaults,  fretted  into  octagonal  coffers  ;  and  over  the 
Avhole  spring  the  arches,  tending  to  form  the  great 
central  roofl  In  all  these  particulars  we  see  nothing 
else  but  the  form  of  a  Basilica  ;  and  it  may,  perliaps, 
be  necessary  to  explain  what  that  properly  was. 

Any  thing  distinguished  for  its  splendour  was 
called  by  the  ancients  "basilicum,"  or  kingly"^;  and 
an  "^des  Basilica"  might  originally  be  a  mag- 
nificent edifice  of  any  kind :  but  when  those  spa- 
cious halls  were  erected  about  the  forums  tor  the 
administi'ation  of  justice,  the  word  " -^des,"  or 
**  Aula,"  or  Porticus,'*  was  dropped,  and  only  the 
adjective  "basilica"  applied  to  them  by  distinction ; 
which  then,  of  course,  became  a  substantive.  The 
first  building  of  this  description  was  made  by 
M.  Porcius  Cato,  in  the  566th  year  of  the  city'^ 
and  was  called  the  Basilica  Porcia.  The  justice- 
hall  built  by  Pompey  near  his  theatre  was  called 
"  llegia","  exactly  synonymous  with  the  Greek 
word  Basilica. 

Vitruvius  has  left  many  precepts  for  the  con- 


'5   Vide  Pitisci  Lexicon  AntifpitUtL  S^l\   \\\  verb.  BasiticHm^ 
toin.  i.  p.  2GG.  edit.  V'uneL  1719. 

7**   Tit,  Lit,  lib.  xxxix.  cap.  44-. ;  and   compare  Plntarrh  in 
Catofi,  Minor,  p.  761. 

?7  Siiet  in  Octav,  cap.  xxxi. 
V  -1 
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struction  of  such  edifices  ;  and  Pompeii  aifords  a 
perfect  excniplication.  A  Basilica  was  not  only 
used  as  a  court  of  justice,  but  also  as  a  rendezvous 
for  merchants  and  money-changers."^  It  was  neces- 
sary there  should  be  a  tribunal  where  the  judge  or 
praitor  sat;  but  so  formed,  in  a  recess  or  hemicy- 
clium,  that  the  judicial  proceedings  might  not  be 
interrupted  by  the  noise  of  an  exchange.  Hence 
Vitruvius  cites  as  a  good  example  the  hemicyclium 
in  a  Basilica  of  til e  Forum,  wliich  was  forty-six  feet 
in  width  by  fifteen  in  breadth  ;  "  so  that  the  mer- 
chants in  the  Basilica  might  not  interfere  with 
those  who  had  business  with  the  magistrates." 
On  each  side  of  tlie  tribunal  were  places  called 
"  cornua,"  or  wings  ^,  where  persons  of  distinction 
might  stand  or  sit  near  the  judge:  so  that  a 
Basilica  was  both  a  court  of  justice  and  an  ex- 
change. There  were  in  all  twenty-one  in  Rome^ ; 
and  their  form  was  well  adapted  for  Clu'istian 
churches :  many  of  them  were  afterwards  used  as 
such.  They  not  only  presei-ved  the  original  name, 
but  transmitted  it  to  all  otlier  churches  built  after 
a  similar  model.  Hence  we  see  in  almost  all 
the  churches  a  main  tribunal  at  the  end  where  the 
great  altar  stands  ;  and  in  many  of  the  old  Basili- 
cas a  narrow  portico  in  front,  and  in  every  respect, 
except  the  Latin  cross,  constructed  like  the  build- 
ing we  are  now  examining. 

It  will  be  observed  in  the  middle  of  the  northern 
fiank,  tliat  a  large  niche,  or  tribunal  (see  h),  has 

"^    Vilruvixis  de  ArchitceturOi  lib.  v.  cap.  1.  p.  170.  edit,  citat. 
"^^   Tacit.  Afinal.  lib.  i.  cap,  75. ;  compare  also  C.  Pitn,  Epist, 
xxxiii.  lib.  0. 

^  PiUsais  in  Lexicon,  ut  supra,  p.  ^e*. 
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been  made  at  a  subsequent  period,  as  appears  from 
the  cutting  of  the  windows  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  recess  J  and  in  front  of  it  two  cohimnshave 
been  placed :  these  supported  an  immense  entab- 
lature, of  which  those  astonishing  fragments  we 
now  see  lying  near  the  spot  formed  a  part  Di^ 
rectly  opposite  to  this  niche  a  second  ingress  was 
made,formed  into  a  sort  of  portico  (see  k);  the  three 
lower  windows  were  then  made  into  doors;  and  it 
was  necessary  to  add  a  flight  of  steps,  which  may 
still  be  traced  from  the  level  of  the  ancient  pave- 
ment in  front.  This  portico  was  adorned  by  four 
columns  of  porphyry,  about  tiiree  feet  in  diameter, 
as  appeared  from  fragments  found  on  the  spot. 
The  buttresses  have  lately  been  built  up  to  pre- 
serve the  groinul-plan  of  the  building,  and  the 
whole  enclosed  by  the  care  of  the  government, 
under  the  inspection  of  Professor  Nibby.  To  that 
learned  antiquary  we  assign  the  merit  of  having 
proved  that  this  building  could  not  be  the  Temple 
of  Peace,  a  name  it  had  so  long  usurped  ;  that  it 
is  a  Basilica,  will  also  appear  sufficiently  proved ; 
and,  finally,  that  it  is  the  Basilica  of  Constantine, 
enumerated  in  the  catalogue  of  the  fourth  region,  is 
most  ])robable,  though  not  proved :  and  here  we 
are  inclined  to  discriminate.  In  Aurelius  Victor 
we  have  mention  of  a  Basilica  which,  having  been 
erectetl  by  Maxentius,  was  afterwards  dedicated 
by  the  senate  to  the  "  merits  of  Flavins"  (Constan- 
tine),^^    In  a  piece  of  tiie  vault  which  fell  down 

**'  "  Adhuc  cuncta  opera  qua;  magnifies  construxerat  [scilic^et, 
Muxcntius],  Urbis  Fatiuni,  utque  Basilicuni,  Flavii  mcritJs  PaLres 
Bucravere."  —  J)e  CwitariOus,  cap.  xl.  p.  433.  torn.  ii.  edit.  Am- 
Btelod.  Traject.  Butav.  1733,  in  2  torn.  4to. 
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from  these  ruins  in  18^8,  there  was  found  a  valu- 
able medal  of  Maxentius  ;  so  that  we  arrive  at 
a  probability  very  near  to  demonstration  of  this 
havini]f  been  the  Basilica  dedicated  to  Constantine. 
That  emperor,  after  the  defeat  of  his  rival,  would 
very  probably  finish  and  adopt  many  of  his  works, 
and  could  experience  no  difficulty  in  affixing  to 
them  his  own  uame.  The  iulditional  tribin^al,  and 
the  portico  with  four  porphyry  columns,  were  per- 
haps  made  by  Constantiue.  The  fragments  of  the 
above-mentioned  entablature  exhibit  a  dechne  of 
sculpture  which  marks  the  age ;  the  brick-work, 
if  compared  witli  otlier  edifices  in  Rome,  will  cou- 
iirm  the  date  ;  and  the  Basilica  Constantini  of  the 
llegionaries  comes  opportunely  to  our  conclusion. 
From  all  tliese  tilings,  tlie  new  appellation  seems 
to  triumph;  and  the  argument  to  be  raised  from 
the  bricks  witli  the  stamp  ^'^  of  the  Domitian  fur- 
nace Is  insufficient  to  disturb  it. 

It  is  now  time  to  endeavour  to  adjust  some  of 
the  ancient  streets^,  especially  the  celebrated  Via 
Sacra,  which  passed  through  the  fourth  region. 


^'■^  See  the  letters  stamped  on  those  bricks  (ex  pig.  domi- 
TiANia  MINOR,  and  opvs  doliare  ex  fraed.  donn.)  dis- 
cussed in  the  Enciclopediche  suUe  A^iHc/titd,  SfC,  per  1817, 
Ottobre,  p.  116.,  and  argued  into  a  "  troppo  Icggiero  argo- 
inento,"by  A.  NibbV)  J)ifi.terlazionc  del  Tempio  dellaPace^  ^-r. 
p.  iiO.  stamp,  in  Roma,  1819.  Tradition  alone  pleads  for  the 
old  name,  and  that  seems  to  have  had  ij  powerful  effect  on 
Nardini.  «'  H  Tempio  dclla  Pace  ove  fosse,  non  fe  chi  non 
Bappia;  la  tradizione  universale  I'ha  additato  sempresenza  alcun 
dubbio.'*  —  Fom.  Antic,  torn.  i.  p.  278.  We  shall  often  have 
occasion  to  reuiark  that  tradition  is  an  able  ally,  but  a  blind 
leader. 

^  There  were  eigtit  in  al]»  thus  enumerated  by  Scxtus 
llufuii : 
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The  street  properly  called  the  Via  Sacra  began 
near  the  Colosseum,  and  ended  near  the  temple  of 
Antoninus  and  Faustina,  where  it  communicated 
with  the  Forum  by  the  arch  of  Fabius,  which  will 
be  described  in  the  ensuing  Dissertation  ;  the  be- 
ginning of  the  street  was  called  the  "Caput;" 
the  top  of  the  ascent,  which  the  ground  still  indi- 
cates, was  called  the  "  Summa;"  and  the  end,  or 
where  it  reached  the  Forum,  was  the  "ImaVia 
Sacra."  This  is  all  that  can  be  affirmed  of  the 
celebrated  street  and  its  direction  with  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  topographists:  if  we  come  to  any 
thing  more  specific,  we  must  contend  for  it.  The 
temple  above  mentioned  being  allowed  to  stand  in 
the  "  Via  Sacra,"  we  may  advance  a  few  steps 
from  the  supposed  site  of  Fabius's  arch  without  in- 
terruption. To  proceed  any  further  towards  the 
Colosseum  we  are  obliged  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
Anastasius,  who  says  that  Pope  Felix  V.  made  the 
church  of  SS.  Cosmas  and  Damiano,  in  the  place 
which  is  called  Via  Sacra,  near  the  temple  of  Rome 
or  Ilonudus;  and  in  another  place  he  calls  the 
church  **  in  Via  Sacra,"  The  church  exists  to 
speak  for  itself,  but  the  words  of  the  ecclesiastical 
historian  ^  will  not  prevent  us  from  sliding  off  a 


Vicua  Scclcratus, 
Eros, 

~  Veneris, 

Apollinis, 

Triura  Viarum> 


Vicus  Anciportus  Minor, 

'  Fortunatus  Minor, 

Sandaliirius  ( independent 

of  the  Via  Sacra). 


Apud  Gnsviuiiiy  toni.  iii.  p.  29, 

**  "  Hie  benignissimus  Prffsul  (videlicet  Pasclialis  I\ipa 
A*  D.  817),  fecit  in  Ecclesia  beatoruni  Murtyrum  Cosmac  et  Da- 
Qiiani  in  Via  Sacra."  —  A/tasUis,  Bibiiol/u  in  vk.  PasckaL  torn.  i. 
p.  326.  edit.  Koni.  I718|  in  1^  torn.  Iblio. 

u   'I  *'  Hie 
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little  towards  the  Palatine  hill,  if  we  are  so  dis- 
posed ;  so  that  the  question  to  be  decided  is  this  : 
after  having  passed  the  temple  of  Aiitoninus»  and 
approacliing  the  church  above  mentioned,  did 
the  Via  incline  towards  the  Palatine  hill  to  gain 
the  arch  of  Titus  j  or  did  it  pass  over  the  site  o^ 
and  afterwards  wind  round,  the  Basilica  of  Con- 
stantine,  and  so  continue  along  the  flank  of  Ha- 
drian's temple  to  where  the  pedestal  of  Nero's 
colossus  has  been  discovered  ?  And  again,  whether 
those  large  buildings  which  we  have  now  ex- 
amined and  described  caused  any  alteration  to  be 
made  in  its  primitive  direction  j  and  if  so,  was  that 
direction  any  thing  different  from  the  two  alter- 
natives just  proposed  ? 

The  great,  and  indeed  the  sole,  authority  for 
ascertaining  the  spot  where  the  Via  Sacra  began 
is  a  passage  in  Varro,® 

The  Carinas  (a  magnificent  street  or  assemblage 
of  fine  houses),  in  the  fourth  region,  joined,  he  says, 
tlie  Ca^han  hill,  except  that  there  intervened  a 
place  called  the  Ceroliensis;  and  this  was  situated 
about  the  Minervium,  where  people  ascended  to 


"  Hie  fecit  (Felix  IV.)  Basilicam  Sanctorum  Cosinfe  et  Da- 
miani  in  Urbe  Roma,  in  loco  c^ui  appellatur  Via  Sacra,  juxta 
Tcmplum  Romuli :  rel  juxta  Templum  Urbis  Rom«." — Ibid, 
in  vit.  Felic.  iv. 

^  Cum  Ccelio  conjunctae  CarinEc,  sed  inter  eas  quem  locum 

Ceriolensem  appcllatum  apparet Ccriolensis  quatriceps  circa 

Minervium  qua  Jn  Ccelium  montem  itur,  in  tabcrnola  est.  Ce- 
roliensis a  Carinarum  junctu  dictus  Carinic;  postea  Ceronia, 
quod  hinc  oritur  Caput  Sacrae  Vice  ab  Streniffi  sacello,  quae  per- 
;tinet  in  arcem,  qua  sacra  quotquot  mcnsibus  ieruntur  in  arcem, 
et  per  qnani  augures  ex  arce  prolecti  solent  inaugurare.  Hujus 
SaciiE  Vite  pars  ha;c  sola  vulgo  nota,  quae  est  a  Foro  eiuili 
proximo  clivo."  —  De  Ling,  Ltdin.  lib,  iv.  cap.  8. 
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the  Ctelian.  This  Ceroltensis,  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  CarinaG  from  its  junction  therewith,  was 
afterwards  called  Cerionia ;  because  here  the  Via 
Sacra  took  its  beginning  at  the  chapel  of  the 
goddess  Strenia, 

To  apply  this  passage  to  the  ground,  is  simply 
to  say  that  the  "  Caput  Sacrse  Viae "  was  some- 
where about  the  site  of  the  Colosseum  ;  and  whilst 
the  Carina;  would  draw  us  towards  tlie  Esquilia;, 
the  "  conjunction"  with  the  Caelian  brings  us 
back  towards  the  arch  of  Constantine :  so  that 
the  authority  of  Varro  is  inadequate  to  decide  the 
contest,  since  with  it  we  are  equally  at  liberty  to 
begin  the  Via  Sacra  from  the  Meta  Sudans  or  the 
colossus  of  Nero,  and  it  is  just  the  width  of 
Hadrian's  temple  which  separates  all  antiquarian 
combatants.  Let  us  now  endeavour  to  succeed  a 
little  better  with  the  top  of  the  street. 

Ancus  Martins  dwelt  "  in  Summa  Sacra  Via," 
where  the  *•  jEdes  Larium"  is,  says  Solinus,  When 
Romulus  drew  his  line  of  fortifications  along  the 
loot  of  mount  Palatine,  he  arrived  on  the  third 
side  at  the  Sacellum  Larium,  according  to  Tacitus*** 
It  is  not  necessary  to  believe  a  word  of  Romulus's 
histx>ry  to  establish  the  topographical  fact  that  the 
jEdes  Larium  (or  Sacellum)  was  situated  at  the  top 
of  the  Via  Sacra,  at  the  foot  of  the  Palatine  lull ; 
which  brings  us  very  near,  if  not  to,  the  arch  of 
Titus:  and  that  arch  placed  across  an  ancient 
street,  with  the  pavement  still  visible,  leading  to 
the  next  triumphal  arch,  and  looking  back  on  that 


^  See  tlieac  authorities  applied  in  Dissertation  L  p.  19. ;  and 
compare  Dissertation  X.  p.161. 
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of  Septimius  Sever  us  ^  (not  to  mention  the  one  of 
Fabiiis  now  destroyed),  seems  to  give  us  a  more 
natural  and  easy  direction  for  the  triumph  thaa 
any  other  that  coukl  be  proposed :  for  it  is  hard  to 
suppose  that  the  triumph,  after  having  passed  under 
Constantine*s  arch  (arcvm  teiivmpmis  insignem), 
made  the  circuit  of  Hadrian's  temple  by  those 
narrow  lanes,  with  so  many  angles  in  so  sliort  a 
space,  when  there  was  a  more  noble  and  direct 
communication  with  the  Capitol  by  tJie  arch  of 
Titus ;  and  to  suppose  that  before  tlie  Basilica  was 
erected,  the  Via  Sacra  had  a  different  direction,  is 
a  gratuitous  assumption  j  and  tlie  silence  of  ancient 
authors  upon  sucJi  an  important  change  in  the  city, 
a  strong  proof  against  it<  We  learn  further  from 
Varro,  that  only  that  part  of  tlie  Via  Sacra  was  so 
called  by  the  vulgar  which  occurs  in  leaving  the 
Forum  by  the  adjoining  slope  (clivus),  in  con- 
formity witli  which  Martial  describes  the  access 
to  the  Palatine  by  the  sacred  declivity,  alluding  no 
doubt  to  tlie  same  thing.^ 

When  the  vestal  virgins  rescued  the  Palladium 
from  the  fire  which  consumed  the  temple  of  Peace, 
they  carried  it,  says  Herodian,  to  the  imperial 
palace  along  the  Via  Sacra  ^j  wherein  is  plainly 

^  The  triumphal  procession  sculptured  in  the  interior  of  the 
arch  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  direction  of  the 
triumph. 

^         "  Inde  sacro  Vcncranda  petes  Palatia  cUvo." 

Epigram*  Ixxi.  lib.  1. 
Compare  Varroy  as  cited  in  p.  296.,  and  Horace,  ode  ii.  lib.  iv, 
and  Epode  vii. 

T^j  Ufaq  o8i)0,  tti  tV  Toy   j9a<riXifti?  auXyp*    iAih%<t\j4<ray,  —  Uvrodian, 
lib.  i,  cap.  \o>  p.  3o.  edit.  Oxon.  1678. 
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intimated  that  the  direct  road  from  the  teinple  of 
Vesta  to  the  palace  (considering  where  the  vesti- 
bule of  the  palace  "was  situated)  was  by  the  street 
which  led  from  tlie  Forum  to  the  arcli  of  Titus, — 
that  is,  the  Clivus  Sacer  or  Via  Sacra;  and  witli 
this  tlie  passage  in  the  Ads  of  S,  Figmenms,  often 
cited  by  topoj^raphists,  agrees  :  he  began  to  ascend 
by  the  Clivus  of  the  Via  Sacra,  in  front  of  the 
tcm]jle  of  Romulus-^  Another  argument  maj'  be 
drawn  from  tlie  little  that  is  known  of  Nero's 
colossus."'  This  was  originally  placed  in  the 
vestibule  of  his  overgrown  palace  :  it  was  after- 
wards removetl  by  Vespasian,  aud  placed  in  the 
Via  Sacra  at  the  time  lie  built  tlje  temple  of  Peace  ; 
as  if  he  had  removed  it  in  consequence  of  its 
having  interfered  Avith  the  building  of  tliat  temple, 
which  was  situated  "very  7war  the  Forum.  It  is 
further  to  be  observed,  that  Vespasian  destroyed 
the  vestibule  above  mentioned,  and  restricted  the 
palace  to  the  Palatine  hill.  The  colossus  in  this 
new  situation  is  mentioned  by  Martial,  who  in- 
timates that  it  was  i/w?L  in  the  place  where  the 
"  atria"  of  the  mad  tyrant  had  stood,  and  where 
he  had  encumbered  the  public  street  with  his 
immense  constructions.     The  atrium,   as  Nardini 


9**  See  Nanlini.  torn,  i.  p.  295, 

^^  The  materials  for  this  argument  are  collected  from  the 
following  autliorities  :  Suet,  in  Neron.  cap.  xxxi.,  on  which  see 
Dissert.  X.  p.  172.    Martial,  epig.  ii,  lib.  1 . 

Dion  CassiitSy  Hb.  Ixvi.  torn.  ii.  p.  1089.  "  Et  colossum  stan- 
tem  atque  suspcnsum  per  Demetrianum  Architectum  de  eo  ioco 
in  quo  nunc  templum  urbis  est  ingenti  molimine,  ita  iit  operi 
etiam  clephantes  x\iv.  exhiberet.  Et  qmim  hoc  simulucliruiu, 
post  Neronis  vultum  cui  antca  dicatura  fuerat,  Soli  consccru^sct.'' 
—  Spartiitn  in  viL  Hadriun,  cap.  xviii. 
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justly  discriminates,  is  a  more  inward  part  of  the 
building  tliau  the  vestibulum ;  and  although  the 
latter  might  extend  in  Nero's  time  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Palatine,  the  "  atrium"  brings  us 
back  to  it  again  :  but  where  the  atrium  was,  the 
colossus  stood  in  the  Via  Sacra ;  that  is,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Palatine,  where  Vespasian  placed  it. 
Spaiiian  is  moi'e  definite ;  for  he  intbrms  us  that 
Hadrian  removed  the  colossus  with  the  strength 
of  twenty-four  elephants  from  the  place  in  which 
now  stands  the  temple  of  the  city;  tliat  is  to 
say,  the  temple  of  Hadrian  now  occupies  a  portion 
of  the  Via  Sacra  where  the  colossus  stood  ;  and  it 
stood  where  the  atrium  of  the  great  palace  had 
been,  at  the  foot  of  the  Palatine  hill :  this  again 
points  to  the  arch  of  Titus.  A  triumphal  arch 
w^as  not  used  for  a  common  passage,  but  was 
generally  closed  by  a  barrier  or  chain  suspended 
fi*om  low  pillars,  as  may  be  now  seen  at  the  arch 
of  Constantine,  by  observing  the  marks  in  the  two 
stone  pillars  where  the  barrier  has  been  fixed; 
and  the  common  road  was  by  tlie  side  of  the  arch, 
or  perhaps  through  one  or  both  of  the  flanking 
arches.  This  latter  expedient  could  not  be  the  case 
in  the  arch  of  Titus,  because  there  was  only  one 
aich  or  vault :  this  being  closed,  the  people  must 
pass  on  one  side,  certainly  not  on  the  side  of  the 
Palatine  hilL  By  referring  to  our  ground-plan  of 
the  temple  of  Venus  and  Rome,  it  will  be  observed 
that  there  was  scarcely  room  for  such  passage  after 
the  said  temple  was  built ;  that  is  to  say,  the  temple 
here  interfered  with  the  Via  Sacra;  and  from  the 
place  in  which  now  stands  the  said  temple  Hadrian 
transferred   the   colossus,  and   then   the   arch    of 
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Titus  was  thrown  open  for  a  public  passage,  as  the 
only  way  in  which  Hadrian  could  recompense  the 
people  for  encroaching  on  the  Via  Sacra.  Nardini 
divined  (and  it  is  now  proved  he  was  right)  that 
the  colossus  was  finally  placed  before  the  Amphi- 
theatre, in  a  line  with  the  Meta  Sudans,  so  as  to 
be  seen  not  only  from  the  beginning  of  the  Via 
Sacra,  but  also  from  the  street  which  continues 
from  Constantine's  arch.^  This  colossus  was 
120  feet  high ;  but  whether  it  was  of  marble  or  of 
bronze  has  been  a  subject  of  controversy.  Pliny 
(who,  as  usual,  is  very  obscure  ■•%)  remarks,  that 
**  the  art  of  casting  in  metal  was  lost,  as  this  co- 
lossal statue  indicated,  because  Nero  had  prepared 
a  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  and  Tenodorus  was 
inferior  to  none  of  the  ancients  in  the  art  of 
moulding  and  camng"  Winkelman,  detecting,  as 
he  thinks,  a  contradiction  in  Pliny  from  a  few 
words  which  follow  the  above  passage,  thinks  the 
colossus  was  of  bronze*"  Donatus  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  which  Nardini  approves;  and,  it 
must  be  confessed,  it  is  not  easy  to  decide  the 
contest;  but  in  the  late  excavations  a  few  particles 


92  Roma  Antica,  torn,  i,  p.  292. 

«i  Vide  Plifi,  Hist  Nat  lib.xxxiv.  cap.  7. 

^*  See  this  question  discussed  at  length  by  the  Abbate  Fea 
in  Winkelman,  Storia  deUe  Arti^  &'C.  lib.  xi.  cap.  3.  torn.  ii.  p.  353. 
editr  Rom.  1783. ;  and  see  Nardini,  torn,  i,  p.  292.  There  is 
also  some  contradiction  in  ancient  authors  about  the  changes 
made  in  the  head  of  the  colossus.  Compare  Dion  CassiuJf, 
lib.  Ixxii.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  1222.  Ilerodian.  in  vit  Commod,  lib.  i. 
cap.  48.,  and  Lamptidius  in  Commod.  cap.  xvii.  But,  by  sup- 
posing Vespasian  merely  to  have  added  rays  to  the  head  of 
Nero  (sec  MartiaL  Epig.  Ixxi.  lib.  1.),  the  accounts  may  be  re- 
conciled. 
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of  bronze  were  found  nliout  the  pedestal,  and  no 
antiquarian  opinion  can  offer  any  thing  more  po- 
sitive. At  first  the  head  of  Nero  was  ])laced  upon 
it;  afterwards  Vespasian  placed  that  of  the  sun; 
(this  must  mean,  he  radiated  the  head  already 
there :)  on  which  account  Martial  calls  it  the  **  Sy- 
dercus  Colossus;  "  for  when  Lam]>ridius  mentions 
the  change  made  in  it  again  by  Commodus,  it  is 
said  he  took  off  Nero*s  head  and  set  on  his  own. 
But  to  return  to  our  topography. — We  shall  con- 
elude  our  theory  on  the  direction  of  the  Via  Sacra 
by  an  appeal  to  the  present  state  of  the  ground. 
Let  a  person  take  his  station  near  the  Meta 
Sudans:  he  has  totix  upon  three  distinct  points,— 
Caput,  Sunnna,  Inia;  of  the  last  there  is  no  ques- 
tion :  if  the  word  summa  have  any  meaning,  it  was 
the  top  or  highest  point  of  the  street*  If  it  be 
supposed  to  have  passed  on  the  east  side  of  the 
temple,  then  the  top  occurs  afler  a  steep  ascent 
of  ^200  feet,  beginning  from  the  pedestal  of  the 
colossus ;  and  we  find  ourselves  on  an  extraordinary 
pavement,  rising  eight  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
temple  :  then,  by  a  descent  of  sixteen  feet  in  200, 
it  reaches  the  level  of  tlie  Basilica;  and  by  turning 
at  two  right  angles,  witliin  a  distance  of  100  feet, 
regains  the  direction  of  the  Capitol!  But  if  it  be 
supposed  to  take  the  other  direction,  the  summa 
will  be  at  the  arch  of  Titns,  and  the  remaining 
j)art  of  it  will  bear  some  proportion,  in  distance,  to 
tiie  first  ascent,  Tlie  vestiges  of  the  pavement 
which  occur  in  this  latter  direction  have  the 
appearance  of  a  solidity  and  antiquity  which  those 
visible  on  the  other  side  of  the  temple  cannot  pre- 
tend  to ;  the  latter  being  small  stones  interspersed 
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with  mastic,  inconsistent  with  dignity  of  the  Via 
Sacra.  ^  In  short,  from  all  tliesc  things  we  con- 
chide,  witliout  assuming  any  dictatorial  language, 
mucli  less  showing  any  disregard  for  the  opi- 
nions of  those  learned  men  who  think  otherwise, 
that  the  "  Capnt  Sacra*  Vise,"  was  near  the  Meta 
Sudans,  and  the  "  Summa"  at  the  steps  of  the 
temple,  very  near  the  arch  of  Titus ;  then,  by 
a  decHvity  called  the  "  Sacer  Clivus,"  it  reached 
the  Forum  by  the  arch  of  Fabius ;  and  that  this 
direction  was  never  altered  or  interfered  witli,  ex- 
cept by  Nero's  buildings,  and  afterwards  slightly, 
in  the  manner  we  have  described,  by  Hadrian's 
temple. 

The  Via  Sacra  being  now  brought  as  far  as  the 
entrance  into  the  Forum,  /'.  e,  nearly  opposite  the 
temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina,  the  next  enquiry 
is,  what  direction  it  then  took,  and  whether  it  then 
ceased  to  be  so  called?  It  has  been  already  state  J, 
on  Varro's  authority,  that  only  the  ascent  or  Clivus 
which  occurred  in  leaving  the  Forum  was  called 
Via  Sacra  by  the  common  people:  but,  in  a  more 
general  acceptation,  it  extended  much  further  in 


^^  Tlie  state  of  the  ground  is  here  described  as  it  was  ob- 
served in  November  1830,  and  the  solid  pavement  alluded  to 
occurs  at  about  sixty  yards'  distance  from  the  Meta  Sudans, 
being  half-concea!ed  by  some  old  walls  that  have  been  built 
over  it-  Previously  to  the  year  1830,  the  whole  of  that  ascent 
leading  to  the  arcli  of  Titus  was  paved  with  ancient  silex  stones. 
It  is  true  the  direction  deviated  somewhat  from  the  primitive 
one,  as  will  appear  by  the  vestiges  just  indicated,  but  the  ma- 
terial was  ancient.  It  ts  much  to  be  lamented,  in  these  and  all 
excavations,  that  the  ground  is  not  left  and  preserved  m  tlie 
state  it  is  discovered. 
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other  directions.  Pliny  informs  us^,  that  Julius 
Caesar  on  one  occasion  covered  or  shaded  the 
whole  Forum  and  the  Via  Sacra  from  his  own 
house,  as  far  as  the  Clivus  Capitolinus ;  and  both 
from  Varro  and  Festus^^  we  learn  the  Via  Sacra 
belonged  (that  is,  reached)  as  far  as  the  citadel,  or, 
as  the  latter  expresses  it,  from  the  "king's  house" 
to  the  "  Sacellum  Streniae,  which  stood  at  the 
head  ;  and  again,  from  the  king's  house,  "  Regia," 
as  far  as  the  citadel.  In  tins  passage  the  author 
evidently  measures  from  an  object  in  diametri- 
cally opposite  directions,  taking  his  station  at  the 
**  Regia,"  or  place  where  Ancus  Martius  dwelt ; 
that  is,  near  the  arch  of  Titus.  Thus  we  see  the 
Via  Sacra  continued  in  a  more  general  acceptation 
as  far  as  the  Capitoline  hill  j  and  it  was  said  to  be- 
long to  the  citadel,  because  when  it  reached  the 
Clivus  Capitolinus  (as  Pliny  describes  the  ascent), 
being  continued,  it  led  up  to  the  **  Arx :  "  and  tliis 
was  the  direction  the  augurs  observed  when,  on 
certain  occasions,  they  went  forth  from  the  Capitol 
to  perform  their  ceremonies. 

The  street  under  the  Palatine  hill,  which  Diony- 
sius  describes  as  leading  to  the  Circus  Maximus, 


9«  «  Mox  Cassar  Dictator  totum  Forum  Romanum  intcxtt, 
viamque  sacram  ab  domo  sua  ad  cUvum  usque  Capitolinum."  — 
Plin,  Nat,  Hist.  lib.  xix.  cap.  1, 

^^  *'  Sacram  Viam  quidam  appellatum  esse  exifctimant  quod 
in  ea  fcerlus  ictum  sit  inter  Romulum  et  Tatium,  quidam  quod  eo 
itinere  utantur  sacerdotes  .  ,  .  sacrorum  conficiendorum  caussa, 
itaque  ne  catenas  quidcm  ut  valgus  opinatur  sacra  appeUanda 
est  a  Regia  a<l  doinum  Uegis  sacrificuli ;  sed  etiam  a  Regis 
domo  ad  sacolUira  Strenia;,  et  rursus  a  Regia  usque  ad  orcrm." 
—  Festus  in  voce  "  Sacra  Via"  Conf.  Varron,  cit.  in  note, 
p.  296. 
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must  also  be  considered  as  a  brancii  of  the  Via 
Sacra  ^  and  this  will  explain  another  passage  in  the 
same  author,  wherein  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Stator 
is  said  to  be  situated  at  the  Porta  Mugoniaj  lead- 
ing from  the  Via  Sacra  to  the  Palatiinn  j  which, 
as  will  be  shown  hereafter,  was  not  far  from  the 
church  of  S,  Anastasia."^  Agreeably  to  this  view, 
Plutarch  mentions  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Stator  as 
situated  at  the  beginning  of  the  Via  Sacra,  wiiere 
people  ascended  to  the  Palatine  hill.*  In  the 
well-known  satire  of  Horace,  we  find  the  poet 
walking  along  the  Via  Sacra  to  cross  the  Tyber 
at  the  Pons  Sublicius,  which  this  branch,  if  we 
are  at  all  sure  about  the  temple  of  Vesta  ^,  seems 
alone  to  explain  :  from  all  which  we  conclude,  that 
when  the  celebrated  street  reached  the  Forum,  — 
and  so  far  only  it  was  properly  called  Sacra,  —  it 
continued  in  one  branch  to  the  Clivus  Capitolinus  ; 
and  in  another,  behind  the  square  brick  building 
supposed  to  be  the  senate-Iiouse,  to  the  Circus 
Maximus  ;  the  two  branches  having  also  acquired 
the  name  of  Via  Sacra  :  and  now  to  this  explanation 
may  be  applied  the  hackneyed  verses  of  OvidJ" 

The  pavement  in  front  of  the  Basilica  of  Con- 
stantine  seems  to  have  formed  part  of  an  open 
space,  similar  to  that  at  the  other  end  of  Hadrian's 
temple.  Further  down,  towards  tlie  Forum,  Nar- 
dini'*"*  and  others  place  the  Forum  of  Cupid;   and 


^  Compare  7>ion(/jf.  lib.  i.  cap.  Tf>.  p.  61-.  and  lib.  ii.  cap. 50. 
p.  1 10. ;  and  see  the  passages  applied  in  the  Tenth  Dissertation, 
11.152. 

•  See  NoteUU. 

^•*  Hotftt.  Satyr,  lib.  i.  9.,  and  see  the  Difisertatioii  on  the 
Homan  Forum. 

'^  In  Trist,  lib. iii.  eleg.  I. 

"*i  Rom,  Andcdj  torn.  i.  p.  312. 
VOL,  I.  X 
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we  have  in  the  fourth  region  a  **  Vicus  Eros," 
which  might  be  the  street  leading  down  to  it  in 
fi-ont  of  the  Basilica.  For  the  street  on  the  east 
side  of  the  large  temple  we  are  furnished  with  the 
name  of  "  Vicus  Veneris," — not  inapplicable  to 
tlie  honour  of  the  building.  As  we  find  the 
"  Vicus  Apollinis"  in  the  tenth  as  well  as  in  the 
fourth  region,  it  seems  evidently  to  have  been 
a  communication  with  the  two.  The  temple  of 
Apollo,  or  of  the  Actium  victory,  was,  as  we  shall 
see,  on  the  Palatine  hill,  in  a  duection  above  Titus's 
arch ;  and  what  so  probable  as  that  the  street 
passing  in  front  of  Hadrian's  temple,  leading  from 
the  fourtli  to  the  tenth  region,  towards  Apollo's 
temple  and  tlie  libraries,  was  the  Vicus  Apollinis? 
i— perhaps  the  same,  orvery  nearly  so,  as  the  "Clivus 
Victorige/'  Although  these  are  but  conjectures,  — 
for  of  such  tilings  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  have 
proofs,  —  they  will  not  be  without  interest  in  this 
most  dignified  portion  of  ancient  Roman  ground. 
We  come  now  to  the  church  of  SS,  Cosmas  and 
Damiano. 

The  whole  building,  which  is  not  large,  com- 
bines the  Basilica  made  by  Pope  Felix  IV.,  with 
an  ancient  temple  made  subservient  to  the  en- 
trance. The  only  authority  for  deciding  what 
that  temple  was  is  a  passage  in  Anastasius  already 
cited  '^^ ;  but^  before  it  can  be  reconciled  with  the 
llegionaries,  we  must  correct  the  text,  and  read 
"  Remus"  for  "  Romulus" — a  nominal  distinction, 
which  the  ecclesiastical  writer  was  not  careful  to 
observe.     It  would   appear,  from  Sextus  Rufus 


"*2  Vide  Note  SI.  to  p.  29(>. 
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especially,  that  the  temple  of  Remus  was  next  to 
that  of  Faustina  '**^ ;  and  whether  this  be  satisfactory 
or  not,  it  is  all  the  proof  we  have  to  ofier  for  the 
ancient  part  of  this  Basilica  having  been  that 
temple.  It  was  situated,  according  to  our  topo- 
graphy, before  the  Via  Sacra,  and  might  even  be 
said  to  be  in  it.  Of  the  work  of  the  pope  we  shall 
say  nothing,  except  that  it  takes  us  back  to  a  period 
as  early  as  5'26  ;  and  Andreas  Fulvio  read  an  in- 
scription in  the  Mosaic  wliich  proves  its  authen- 
ticityJ** 

The  temple  of  Remus  has  been  a  round  build- 
ing, about  thirty  feet  in  diameter ;  it  is  now  more 
than  half  interred.  It  has  had  a  rectilinear  por- 
tico in  front,  upon  the  principle  of  the  Pantheon  5 
and  some  remains  of  one  flank  of  it  still  exist. 
It  has  been  estimated  that  six  columns  would  form 
tlie  front  of  the  portico  j  to  which  those  two,  of 
Carystian  marble,  now  standing  before  the  oratorio 
('*  Via  Crucis  "),  with  the  fragment  of  an  entabla- 
ture upon  them,  perhaps  belonged.  But  in  that 
case  they  cannot  be  in  their  original  position;  for 
that  would  take  us  far  beyond  tlie  limits  of  the 
portico.  Indeed,  in  an  excavation  made  about 
them  in  the  year  1753,  Piranesi  was  able  to  con- 
vince himself  that  they  were  not  in  their  original 
places'"^;  and  bethought  neither  tlie  entablature 


***3  TempJum  Rcmi. 

Templum  Divec  Faustina; 
Sex,  I^ujus. 


Templum  Remi. 
Templum  Veneris. 
Templum  Faustina;. 

P.  Victor  in  Rcffion.  IV. 
.  consagrato  da  Papa  Felice  quarto,  come  appare  nel 
fregio  del  tcmpio  intagliato  di  Musaico."  —  Fulvio  delie  And- 
rhiiti,  Sfc,  carta  190. 

'*•*''  AfUxchitd,  Si'c.  p.  35.;  and  see  Venuti^  AntichitH  di  Ronia, 
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nor  the  capitals  wliich  they  now  bear  ever  be- 
longed to  the  shafts.  They  are,  however,  so  deeply 
interred,  being  in  all  forty-five  palms  in  height, 
that  they  must  have  been  placed  where  they  now 
are  at  a  very  early  period  ;  and  the  total  restoration 
of  this  church  effected  by  Pope  Adrian  I.  may 
perhaps  explain  something  on  this  head,  as  well  as 
the  construction  of  the  portal  with  its  doors  of 
bronze.  The  cornice,  which  has  been  taken  to 
serve  for  the  jambs,  if  it  belonged  to  the  temple 
of  Remus,  which  is  probable,  exhibits  an  age  of 
sculpture  not  earlier  than  Septimius  Severus  ;  and 
it  very  much  resembles,  especially  in  the  astragal, 
the  ornaments  on  the  arch  of  that  emperor.  The 
two  columns  of  porphyry  are  equally  suitable  to 
that  age.  Tlie  Pianta  Capitolina  was  found  in  the 
subterraneous  church,  and  perhaps  had  originally 
been  either  as  the  pavement  oi*  incrustation  of  the 
walls  of  the  temple.  On  one  fragment  are  read 
the  names  of  Severus  and  Antoninus  (Caracalla); 
so  that  it  is  not  improbable  the  temple  had,  at 
least,  been  renewed  in  their  time.  The  bronze 
doors  are  ancient,  though  now  entirely  stiipped  of 
their  ornaments. 

Like  many  of  those  churches  in  Rome  of  high 
antiquity,  this  lias  its  crypta,  puiporting  to  be  the 


torn.  i.  p.  64.  In  the  view  given  of  this  church  by  Donatus, 
(dc  Urh.  Rom.  p.  247.))  which  was  taken  before  the  restoration 
made  by  UrlMin  VIII.,  tli^re  appears  a  tliird  column ;  so  that,  in 
all  probability,  some  of  the  more  early  restorers  had  set  up  the 
columns  to  form  an  exterior  portico.  We  read  in  Anaslasius, 
•*  Pariter  et  Basilicam  Sanctorum  Cosmic  et  Damiani,  sitam  in 
tribus  fatis  ...  a  novo  totara  restauravil."  —  In  vit  Hadrian,  i. 
$  Ixxvi. 
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original  work  of  Felix  IV.  Below  this  again  is 
his  oratorio,  said  to  communicate  with  the  cata- 
combs. A  spring  of  clear  water,  an  altar,  a  small 
niche,  with  some  traces  of  painting  on  the  walls, 
together  with  a  fragment  of  a  **  Requiescat  in 
Pace,"  belong  to  tlie  history  of  the  church  ;  but, 
emerging  from  the  oratorio,  we  come  upon  the 
level  of  the  ancient  round  temple.  To  form  a 
just  idea  of  it,  the  brick  pillars,  together  with  the 
vaults  whicli  they  support,  must  be  supposed  to 
be  away  ;  for  these  are  built  only  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  the  entrance  of  the  Basilica,  We  must 
then  imagine  a  cupola  with  an  aperture  at  the 
top,  and  the  walls  encrusted  with  the  marble  plan 
of  Home  :  but  at  present  there  is  nothing  remains 
in  the  temple  of  Remus  worthy  of  remark. 

The  Basilica  itself  is  also  built  upon  the  found- 
ations of  an  ancient  edifice  ;  and  in  a  line  with  one 
side  of  it  is  a  piece  of  wall  remarkably  solid,  con- 
structed of  Alban  stone,  not  unlike  those  walls  at 
tlie  Arco  dc'  Pantani ;  and  this  may  be  the  reason 
why  some  have  desired  to  press  it  into  the  precincts 
of  Julius  Ctesar's  forum  ;  which,  according  to  our 
view  of  the  eighth  and  fourth  regions  *"*,  is  impos- 
sible. If  we  could  suppose  that  any  part  of  the 
temple  of  Peace  had  been  left  standing,  this  fine 
piece  of  wall  would  have  a  just  claim  to  the  dis- 
tinction. The  next  object  which  demands  our  ad- 
nnration  is  the  temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina  ; 
on  the  architrave  and  frieze  is  read  the  following 
inscription :  — 

108  j])g  respective  limits  of  those  regions  will  be  discussed 
more  particularly  in  the  ensuing  Dissertation. 
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DIVO  ANTONINO  ET 
DIVJE  FAVSTINiE-  EX.  S,  C. 

The  Regionarics,  as  well  as  Trebellius  PolIio% 
mention  this  temple  only  with  the  name  of  Faus- 
tina, which  intimates  that  it  was  originally  dedi- 
cated to  lier   alone ;    and  the  upper   line  of  the 
inscription  is  generally  allowed  to  have  been  writteal 
subsequently,  when  Antoninus  was  associated  ta^ 
equal  honour  with  his  wife.  This,  however,  does  not' 
obviate  the  difficulty  which  the  inscription,  as  il 
stands,  suggests  ;  for  both  the  Antonines  had  wivesi 
.^hosc  names  were  Faustina,  and  neither  of  them  sur- 
vived their  husbands.   Antoninus  Pius  required  and 
obtained  from  the  senate  (ex-  s.  c.)  divine  honours 
and  a  temple  lor  his  wife.     Marcus  Aurelius  did 
the  same  ;  so  that,  as  far  as  these  incidents  occur, 
the  question  still  remains,  "  To  which  of  tlie  Faus- 
tinas was  tills  temple  originally  dedicated  ? "    Al- 
lowing the  temple  (wliich  is  now  the  "  Dogana  di 
terra")  in  the  Campus  Martius  to  have  belonged 
to  Antoninus  Pius,  this  would  not  settle  the  point, 
unless  it  could  also  be  shown  that  it  was  the  one 
originally  decreed  to  Faustina,  and  that  Pius  had 
DO  other.  •     The  circumstance  of  Marcus  having 
lost  his  wife  at  Halala,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Tau- 
rus (where,  Capitolinus  says,  Ae  built  her  a  temple), 
will  never  prove  that  tlie  senate  therefore  erected 
no  temple  to  her  honour  in  Rome.     Neither  of 
these  arguments  will  influence  an  impartial  en- 
quirer ;  nor  do  the  llegionaries  throw  any  light  at 
all  upon  the  subject.     Our  "  data"  are,  therefore, 


'**^  De  Salofitn.  Galliano,  cap.  i. 
*  See  Note  X  X. 
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reduced  to  the  inscription  itself,  to  the  medals 
extant,  and  to  the  style  of  the  arcliitecture  and 
sculpture.  The  age  of  M,  Aurelius  was,  doubtless, 
a  flourishing  period  of  tlie  arts;  but  the  details  of 
his  triumphal  pillar,  as  compared  with  that  of  Tra- 
jan, betrays,  as  we  shall  see,  a  very  sensible  de- 
cline. It  was  not,  tlierefore,  the  purest  age;  but 
the  exquisite  chiseUng  of  the  frieze  and  cornice 
upon  this  temple,  —  those  griffins,  and  those  can- 
delabra and  vases  which  Ibrm  the  ornaments,  —  tlie 
just  proportions  of  the  columns,  and  all  that  re- 
gards the  construction, —  are  not  excelled,  and  are 
scarcely  to  be  equalled,  in  any  Roman  monument 
of  tht!  kind  in  existence.  This  is  the  first  con- 
sideration which  inclines  us  to  look  at  the  period 
when  the  elder  Faustina  died.  (a.  d.  141.)  Again, 
there  are  medals  extant  of  Faustina  which  exhibit 
a  temple  with  six  columns  in  front,  and  a  female 
figure  sitting  within.  These  Vaillant  does  not 
scruple  to  assign  to  the  elder  Faustina,  and  un- 
hesitatingly identifies  the  temple  in  the  Via  Sacra 
with  the  representation.  "*^ 

The  wife  of  Pius  died  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign  ;  and,  independently  of  a  temple,  the  senate 
decreed  that  her  image  should  be  carried  in  the 
Circensian  pomp,  which  included  the  honour  of 
the  "  Thensa."  ^^^  This  is  represented  on  another 
medal  of  the  same  class  with  the  former.     On 


loe  Vide  Numismata  Imperal^  Ronutnor.  per  Joan.  Vaillani, 
torn.  ii.  p.  166 — 160.  edit.  Rom.  174-3.,  ubi,  Faustins  Senioris 
nummi»  &c.  AED  .  DIV  .  FAVSTINi^,  "  Templum  pnU 
cherrimum  sex  coluninis  adornatum  in  iiuo  Faustina  scdcDS." 

iwt  Sec  Description  oftite  Circiij  on  tfie  Via  Appittt  p.  18. 
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a  third  is  tlie  dedication  of  the  temple,  where 
there  are  six  columns  in  front  as  before,  witli  the 
letters  s,  c.  j  all  which  things  are  strictly  com 
fbrmable  to  the  words  of  Capitolinus  "°:  nor  can 
we  suppose  Vailiaiit  to  have  been  so  deceived  by 
these  medals,  if  they  really  belonged  to  the  younger 
Faustina,  And,  lastly,  it  maybe  remarked  of  the 
dedicatory  inscriptions  of  tlie  Antonines,  that  those 
of  Marcus  are  generally  distinguished  by  M.  Au- 
tonino,  Pius  being  ike  Antoninus ;  and  although 
this  distinction  is  not  in  variably  observed,  ifwerefer 
to  any  collection  of  inscriptions"*,  our  remark  will 
not  lie  found  destitute  of  some  foundation.  We 
might  now  proceed  to  argue  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  to  the  prejudice  or  advantage  of  Mar- 
cus Aurclius  and  his  abettors  :  but  our  conclusion 
wotdd  still  be  the  same ;  viz.  that  the  temple  in 
question  was  originally  erected  in  honour  of  the 
elder  Faustina  j  and  when  Antoninus  Pius  died, 
lie  was  joined  in  the  deified  honours  of  his  wife. 
And  this  conclusion  will  not  invalidate  the  proba- 
bility of  tlie  temple  near  the  Antonine  pillar  being 
dedicated,  like  the  column,  to  Pius,  as  the  inscrip- 
tion  given  in  Marliano  seems  to  prove ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  intention,  the  temple  in  the 
Via  Sacra  was  in  honour  of  Faustina  alone. 

In  an  excavation  made  before  tlie   portico  in 


» 1^  .See  Note  X  X.  at  tlie  end  of  the  volume.  It  is  not  known, 
cither  from  ancient  authors  or  from  medals,  that  M.  Aurelius 
had  any  temple  at  all  erected  to  his  honour  'after  his  death* 
Compare  VaiUnttiy  Numisfnaf.  S^c.  torn.  ii.  p.  174 — 176. 

11'  Conf.  Grutei%  torn.  i.  p.  257 — 2G0-,' where  also  will  be  found 
a  number  of  inscriptions,  in  wliidi  the  names  of  both  the  Antcv- 
nincs  arc  connected  witli  "  Fansthin" 
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1810  "^,  and  which  is  in  a  great  measure  still  kept 
open,  tlie  ascent  to  the  temple  from  tlie  level  of 
the  Via  Sacra  was  discovered  to  be  by  a  fliglit  of 
steps,  twenty-one  in  number,  effecting  an  altitude 
of  about  fifleen  feet.  The  last  step,  for  want  of 
space,  joined  the  very  bases  of  the  columns,  as 
may  now  be  traced.  There  was  also  before  the 
steps  a  slightly  elevated  "  profanura,"  which  must 
have  tlnown  the  Via  Sacra  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  building  itself.  The  portico  consists  of 
ten  columns  of  Carysthian  marble  *'^ ;  that  is,  pre- 
senting six  in  front  and  three  on  the  flanks :  they 
are  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  measure  about 
forty-five  feet  in  height  As  the  temple  only  has 
a  portico  and  six  columns  in  front,  it  is,  in  archi- 
tectural terms,  a  prostyle-hexastyle*  The  Cella 
is  built  of  square  blocks  of  Alban  stone,  and  it  has 
been  faced  with  marble.  The  angles  adjacent  to 
the  portico  were  adorned  with  a  pilaster  each,  of 
wliich  a  capital  only  remains.  The  length  of  the 
whole  building  seems  to  have  exceeded  the  width 
by  at  least  one  tliird ;  the  entablature,  which   is 


J 12  An  account  of  this  excavation  is  given  in  the  "  Raccolta 
delle  piii  insigne  fabbriclie  anliche  di  Roma  e  de'  auoi  contornj/* 
published  by  Vincenzo  Fijoli  in  Hume.  'ITic  tcmpJc  is  beauti- 
fuUy  illustrated  in  nine  sheets,  and  may  be  bad  separately  at 
50  bajocchi  each. 

11^  Those  marks  round  the  sbafls  of  the  columnsi  whtcli  ap- 
pear as  if  so  maxiy  hoops  had  been  forced  into  the  marble,  have 
excited  enquiry  ;  and  it  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  the 
columns  were  originally  hewn  out  of  the  same  mass  in  continu- 
ation^  and  this  was  a  vein  in  the  rock  which  has  yielded  to  the 
efTorts  of  time.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  so  ingenious,  but  it  is  more 
probable  tliat  the  roof  of  some  shed  or  building  in  the  middle 
aj^es  luis  been  placed  against  the  columns,  and  left  the  marks 
where  the  binders  were  inserted. 
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SO  beautifully  executed,  is  of  Parian  marble.  The 
letters  of  the  inscription  have  been  of  bronze  or 
gilded  metal  J  but  these,  like  the  marble  facings  of 
the  Cella,  are  gone ;  and  all  that  now  remains 
is  taken  under  the  protection  of  S.  Lorenzo  in 
Miranda. 

The  Regionaries  mention  an  area  of  Vulcan 
where  a  lotus  tree,  planted  by  the  hands  of  Romu- 
lus himselfi  existed,  and  wliich  spread  its  roots  as 
iar  as  Caesar's  Forum.  It  was  situated  in  an  ele- 
vated place  above  the  Comitium  "^,  and,  according 
to  some  writers,  as  Plutarch  tells  us,  was  the  spot 
on  which  Romulus  was  slain  by  the  senators.  It 
was  not  a  little  renowned  for  the  prodigies  which 
happened  on  this  scene  of  martyrdom  ^'*,  and  was 
used  occasionally  for  holding  assemblies.  Since  it 
is  sometimes  called  a  temple,  it  is  probable  it  was 
inaugurated ;  but,  properly  speaking,  it  was  a 
•Funum,  *'®  As  it  was  in  the  fourth  region,  but  above 
the  Comitium,  which  was  in  tlie  eighth,  we  are  ne- 
cessarily led  to  the  confines  of  both.  It  stood  in 
an  elevated  position,  and  at  no  great  distance  from 
Ctesar's  Forum.  The  small  temple  of  Concord 
made  by  C.  Flavius  was  within  the  area,  and  it  was 
near  the  Cuiia.  "^  All  these  things  correspond 
and  apply  only  to  the  ground  lying  between  the 
churches  of  S.  Maria  Liberatrice  and  the  above 
named  S,  Lorenzo. 


"••  Plin,  Nat.  HisL  lib.  xvi.  cap.  ^i.     Ihid.  lib.  xxxiii*  cap.  I. 

U*  Festusj  in  verb.  "  StcUua"  lib. xviii.  Aulus  GelliuSy  Nod, 
^tL  lib.  iv.  cap.  5. 

"«  Vide  Dionys.  lib.  vi.  p.  392.;  sed  conf.  Plutarch  in  Qu4tsi. 
Jioman.  xlvii. 

*''  Compare  XiVy,  lib.  ix.  cap.  34. 


DISS.  VI, 


on    THE    FOURTH    REGION. 


315 


We  now  leave  the  Via  Sacra,  by  the  street  which 
passes  by  the  flank  of  the  temple,  and,  turning  be- 
hind the  Basilica  of  Constantine  by  the  Vicolo  del 
Tempio  della  Pace,  we  come  into  the  ancient 
Carinae,  if  tradition  be  faithful ;  tlie  name  being 
preserved  in  a  small  church  of  the  Virgin,  situated 
in  the  Via  del  Colosseo,  and  near  the  institution 
of  the  "  Zitelle  Mendicant!."  In  endeavouring 
to  trace  the  direction  of  the  Via  Sacra,  we  have 
already  spoken  of  the  Carinas,  and  called  it  a 
magnificent  street,  or  assembly  of  fine  houses;  but 
etymologists,  who  delight  in  a  figure  of  speech, 
tliink  it  meant  a  part  of  the  Esquiline  hill,  wliich 
appeared  in  the  form  of  a  carina,  or  keel,  reversed,  "^ 
Scrvius"^  whose  authority  is  something  between  a 
disputatious  antiquary  and  a  classical  author,  says 
the  carinee  were  buildings  made  in  the  form  of 
those  keels  which  were  kept  within  the  temple  of 
Earth ;  perhaps  some  remnants  of  the  "  Spanish 
Armadas"  or  **  Bucentaurs"  of  the  Romans!  A 
word  from  Livy  at  least  puts  us  in  the  direction. 
Mentioning  the  entrance  of  Flaccus  into  Rome 
with  his  army  by  the  Porta  Capena,  he  describes 
him  to  have  marched  through  the  midst  of  the 
city  along  the  Carinae  to  the  Esquilise^^j  and  it  is 
to  be  noted  tliat  the  same  expression,  "  Media 
urbe,"  is  used  by  other  authors  to  designate  the 
place  where  the  Colosseum  stands.     The  Carinae, 


'i**  Vide  Nardim^  torn,  i.  p.  224. 

"^  In  ^n.  vtii.  361.  in  verb.  "  Romanoque  foro,  et  lautU 
mugire  Carinis." 

12©  ««  Media  Urbe  per  Carinas  Esquilios  contendit"  —  Tit, 
Liv,  lib.  xxvi.  cap.  10* ;  udU  compare  Suetonius  as  cited  in 
Note  107.  p.  22t. 
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tlierefore,  occurred  before  arriving  at  the  EsquiJine 
hill;  and  the  church  of  "  S.  Maria  in  Carinis" 
comes  opportunely  to  our  aid :  and  considering 
what  Varro  says  of  the  beginningof  the  Via  Sacra'", 
■we  are  enabled  to  see  this  celebrated  street  in  the 
valley  extending  behind  the  Basilica  Constintiana, 
from  the  Tor  de'  Conti  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Colosseum.  It  was  distinguished  by  the  re- 
sidences of  great  men— Pompey,  M.  Maniiius,  the 
Emperor  Balbinus,  and  others^";  and  as  some  of 
those  houses  were,  no  doubt,  magnificent,  Virgil 
bestows  a  suitable  epithet  upon  the  Carinae.  The 
temple  of  Earth  is  said  by  Dionysius  to  have  been 
built  upon  the  site  of  Sp.  Cassiu3*s  house,  in  the 
street  leading  to  the  Carinas ;  and  Livy  describes 
the  same  site  ("area")  as  being  in  front  of  that 
temple- ^^  When,  therefore,  it  was  said  the  Carinae 
began  at  the  Tor  de*  Conti,  it  was  not  without 
meaning  that  the  "  Templum  Telluris,"  where  the 
senate  so  often  assembled,  was  near  to  that  spot; 
and  within  the  dark  recesses  of  that  awful-looking 
tower  we  may  trace  considerable  vestiges  of  an 
ancient  building,  which,  although  too  vague  to  give 
any  positive  indications  of  their  original  use,  we 


121  Consult  p.  296. 

132  See  them  enumerated  with  the  authorities  cited  in  Nait' 
dinif  torn.  i.  p.  S17. 

TOW  Be  ayt^Ta^  i  T&wflj  aCr^;  oiBpic^f  t^u  tcw  vtu  riff  r^<,  ov  v^ifw  15  vi'Ktf] 

iHiv,  Kcei  ra  xP'if*^'^^  &c.  —  Diontfs,  ArUiq.  Rotnan.  lib.  viii. 
cap.  79.  tom.i.  p,  524'. 

"  Ea  est  area  ante  Telluris  aedem,"  —  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  ii.  cap.  41. 

"  Lenaeus  Pompeii  Mag.  Lib.  .  ,  .  docuit  in  Carinis  ad  Tel- 
luris mdeni"  —  Sttel.  de  IllufU  Grammar  k  14.  cum  not.  VossU* 
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suspect  belonged  to  the  Cella  of  the  "  Tetnplum 
Telluris."'^ 

The  Romans  had  a  custom,  whenever  their  ene- 
mies surrendered  at  discretion,  to  fix  two  posts  in 
the  ground,  and  lay  a  third  across  them,  so  that  some 
of  the  captives  might  pass  under  the  yoke ;  and 
after  having  performed  that  humiliating  ceremony^ 
they  were  let  go  free.  The  spot  where  this  exhibi- 
tion took  place  was  situated  in  the  fourth  region,  and 
was  called  the  "  TigiUum  Sororiiun,"  in  memory 
of  the  tragic  end  of  Horatia,  and  the  punishment 
imposed  on  the  murdering  hero.  The  Romans 
performed  an  annual  sacrifice  on  the  spot;  and 
Dionysus  ^^^  who  relates  these  things,  adds,  **  it 
was  situated  in  the  lane  leading  from  the  Carina 
to  the  Vicus  Cyprius."  Considering  what  has  been 
said  of  that  street,  in  connexion  with  the  Vicus 
Sceleratus  '*,  to  which  we  shall  not  think  it  neces- 
sary now  to  recur,  the  TigiUum  Sororium  may  well 
be  placed  in  the  Piazza  delle  Carette.  It  was 
thought  worthy  of  being  mentioned  in  the  Region- 
aries ;  and  Livy  informs  us  that  the  yoke  (we  will 
call  it  the  consecrated  gallows)  was  ever  kept  in 
rep^r  since  the  judgment  of  Horatius.'^ 

From  the  Piazza  delle  Carette,  turning  by  the 
Via  della  Croce  Bianca,  we  come  to  the  Colonnacce, 
which,  together  with  those  lofty  walls  and  three 

w*  Vide  Nardinit  torn.  i.  p.  325.  N,  B,  The  CaarintB^  Sororvim 
TigQktm^  Templum  TeUuriSy  are  all  registered  in  the  fourth 
reg^tm. 

1^  AfUiguit.  Roman,  lib.  iii.  tom.  i.  p.  154<.  edit.  Oxon.  1704<. 

1**  See  Dissertation  V.  p.  213. 

J^'  TU.  Liv,  lib.  i.  cap.  26.  ^nd,  lib.  iii.  cap.  28.  Fest,  in  verb. 
TigiUuan,  Vide  etiam  Panciroli,  Descr^.  Urb,  Rom,  apud 
Grtmumj  tom.  iiL  p.  337. 
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columns  about  the  Arco  de'  Pantani,  are  all  the 
objects  that  remain  to  complete  tlie  survey  of  our 
region. 

We  shall  not  now  attempt  to  adjust  those  ruins 
of  the  fourth  region  with  the  topography  of  the 
eighth ;  but  as  several  forums  here  come  into  con- 
tact, and  so  render  the  limits  of  tlie  two  regions 
doubtful,  the  discussion  will  be  referred  to  our 
general  view  of  the  forums,  to  be  given  in  the 
ensuing  Dissertation.  At  present  we  shall  confine 
oui'selves  to  the  Forum  Trausitorium,  registered  in 
the  fourth  region,  and  to  a  description  of  the  ruins 
above  named. 

We  leam  *  from  Suetonius  that  Domitian  con- 
structed a  forum,  which  afterwards  bore  tlie  name 
of  Nerva ;  because,  probably,  tliat  emperor,  during 
his  short  reign  of  sixteen  months,  finished  and  dedi- 
cated it  It  was  also  called,  as  Eutropius  informs 
us,  Transitorium,  and,  according  to  Aurelius  Vic- 
tor, PeiTium ;  which  two  epithets  indicate  that 
it  was  a  thoroughfare.  Donatus  thinks  it  was 
rather  so  called  because  of  a  four-fronted  arch  of 
Janus  which  stood  in  it,  and  not  because  it  was  a 
passage  to  the  otlier  forums,  as  some  suppose, 
alleging  that  they  all  might  be  called  thorougli- 
fares  in  that  sense :  but  without  entering  into  this 
controversy,  which  would  only  be  for  the  benefit 
of  a  passage  or  two  in  Martial  and  Statins,  it  is 
certain  that  Nerva's  Forum  was  especially  called 
the  thoroughflu'e  5  and  the  best  explanation  to  be 
given  of  this  name  is,  that  it  was  a  passage  from 
the  fourth  region,  in  which  it  stood,  to  the  eighth 


•  See  Note  Y  Y. 
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region,  in  which  the  other  principal  forums  were. 
It  had,  moreover,  a  fourth  name  applied  to  it  by 
tlie  poet  Martial  —  Palladium ;  so  called  because 
of  a  temple  which  stood  in  it  to  Pallas  Minerva,  a 
towering  and  magnificent  edifice.  Finally,  it  was 
adorned  with  a  profusion  of  statues  by  Alexander 
Severus.  Now,  with  these  notices  (all  that  can  be 
collected  on  the  subject),  we  proceed  to  examine 
the  ruin  called  the  Colonnacce. 

From  the  vast  accumidation  of  soil  and  rubbish, 
the  two  columns,  which  must  be,  in  the  full  length, 
about  thirty-five  feet,  scarcely  appear  half  that 
above  ground :  they  are  of  tlie  Corinthian  order, 
and  stand  in  front  of  a  veiy  solid  wall,  against 
which  have  been  pilasters,  as  appears  from  the 
capital  of  one  still  visible.  Upon  the  columns  rests 
an  entablature;  and  the  frieze  is  ornamented  by 
small  female  figures,  tlihgently  employed  in  tlie 
task  of  Miner\'a,  We  distinguish  the  goddess  Pu- 
dicitia,  whom  Pallas  especially  patronised,  veiled, 
and  in  a  sitting  posture.  Some  of  the  virgins  are 
bringing  up  the  calathus  to  their  mistress ^^;  others 
weave  the  threads  ^® ;  others  are  measuring  the 
webs  with  tlie  finished  borders  of  needle-work  '^, 
or  weighing  out  the  quantity  in  balances.  In  the 
corners  we  remark  the  figure  of  a  youth  reclining 
with  an  urn  of  water,  perhaps  the  genius  of  the 
Alban  lake,  where  Domitian  delighted  to  celebrate 
theQuinquatria'^^  in  honour  of  Minerva.  All  these 


»»'*  Ovid,  Fast,  lib,  iv.  -tSS.  antl  JuvenaL  SaLu.  54-. 
I2«   Tibtdlm.  lib,  ii.  I,  05. 
***  Ovid.  Melamorpfuyu  55. 

>'*  SueL  in  viL  DomUian,  cap.  iv.  and  Dion  Cassiu3  in  cad, 
lib.lxvii.  tom.ii.  p.  1100. 


sso 


ON   THE   VIA    SACRA, 


DISS*  VI. 


details  have  been  carefully  delineated  and  illus- 
trated by  Santo  Bartoli  and  his  ally.'^^  The  en- 
tablature  is  surmounted  by  an  attic,  forming  a 
square  recess,  where  the  mutilated  figure  of  Pallas 
herself  stands.  As  no  further  vestiges  can  be 
traced  behind  this  wall,  it  must  be  considered  as 
the  boundary  of  the  Forum  on  that  side;  and  the 
columns,  pilasters,  and  sculpture,  the  internal 
decorations.  There  were  considerable  remains 
adjoining  tliis  ruin  before  Pope  Paul  V.  demolished 
them  to  employ  the  materials  in  his  fountain  o! 
the  Janiculum,  In  the  annexed  sketch,  taken  from 
Camucci's  Antiquities  '^,  we  see  there  were  seven 
columns  connected  with  the  Colonnacce  by  an 
arch  of  solid  stone  :  the  entablature  rested  entire 
upon  three  of  the  said  columns,  witli  a  portion  of 
the  pediment;  and  on  the  frieze  was  read  the 
following  inscription :  — 

IMP  .  NERVA  .  CAES 
TRIB  .  POTEST  .  IM 

ds  could  be  no  other  than  the  temple  of  Mi 
nerva.  From  all  wliich  it  is  sufficiently  evident  thai 
the  Colonnacce  belonged  to  the  Forum  Transito*] 
rium,  built  by  Doniitian  and  dedicated  by  Nerva. 

In  examining  those  stupendous  walls  about  thej 
Arco  de'  Pantani,  our  remarks  will  comprise  litth 
more  than  the  mere  description,  referring  to  thi 
ensuing  Dissertation  ihr  tlie  arguments  and  proofs? 
that  this  was  the  Forum  of  Au":ustns.     Amonff 


J'-  Vide*  Admtraiida  Poman.  AiUiquiiaL  S^c.  a  Peiro  Stiui^ 
Bartoli  ildhmita  invisa,  noits  Pit.  Beliari  iUusirtU,  eUlt.  Uoii 
in  tblio^  anno  1<3D.S. 

*33  Be/f  Antic/tif()  di  Pomuy  lib.  i,  p.  52. 
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the  houses  situated  between  the  Colonnacce  and 
the  Arco  just  mentioned  may  be  traced  an  Heuiy- 
cyclium  relieved  by  niches ;  and  where  it  seems  to 
have  joined  the  outline  of  the  Forum  Transitorium 
a  difference  of  construction  is  to  be  distinguished ; 
but,  without  descending  into  the  habitations,  the 
beginning  of  the  curvilinear  wall  is  discerned  from 
the  Via  Bonella,  where  it  joins  the  roof  of  a 
granary.  The  magnificent  cornice  on  the  con- 
necting straight  wall  cannot  fail  to  arrest  the  eye 
of  the  spectator.  A  corresponding  Hemicyclium, 
•with  niches  similar  to  the  former,  exists  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Dominican  nunnery ;  and  this  is 
the  only  piece  of  uniformity  to  be  remarked  in  the 
whole  enclosure.  Within  those  niches  probably 
stood  the  statues  to  which  Lampridius  alludes  in 
speaking  of  the  Fonira  of  Augustus,  and  which 
Alexander  Severus  imitated  in  adorning  the  Forum 
of  Nerva.  Their  regularity  of  the  outline  which 
connects  the  two  uniform  recesses  can  only  be 
accounted  for  by  supposing  a  want  of  space  for 
expansion,  arising  either  from  the  nature  of  the 
groimd  itselfi  or  because  there  had  been  some  ob- 
struction from  the  neighbouring  edifices-  In  order 
to  trace  satisfactorily  the  plan  of  the  whole,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  examine  minutely  the  re- 
mains which  are  concealed  within  the  modem 
habitations  and  the  inaccessible  nunnery;  and 
even  then  it  would  be  diflScult  to  evolve  them 
without  the  skill  of  the  architect.  By  a  reference, 
however,  to  the  annexed  sketch  and  explanations, 
the  most  ordinary  observer  will  be  able  to  adjust 
the  conspicuous  walls  with  the  general  outhne. 
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Beginning  at  the  Piazza  del  Grille,  we  may 
follow  these  walls  with  wonder  and  admiration 
for  a  distance  of  500  or  600  feet  in  continuation. 
They  are  remarkable  for  their  height,  the  excel- 
lence of  the  masonry,  and  the  elegant  proportion  of 
the  cornices,  especially  as  seen  from  \\ithin  the 
Via  Bonella.  Between  the  Piazza  just  mentioned 
and  the  Arco  de*  Pantani  there  occur  four  arches, 
now  indeed  walled  up  and  half  sunk  in  the  earth  ; 
but  originally  designed,  we  suppose,  for  entrances, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  double  portal.  Flaminius 
Vacca  relates,  that  in  his  time  ^^,  some  of  the  blocks 
of  stone  being  thrown  down  in  constructing  the 
nunnery,  they  were  found  to  be  held  together  with 
gramples  of  wood  instead  of  iron.  The  wood  was 
so  well  preserved,  that  it  might  have  been  made 
use  of  again  for  the  same  purpose ;  but  no  joiner 
could  define  of  what  kind  it  was.  From  this  cir- 
cumstance some  artists  have  argued  that  the  wall 
was  built  before  the  age  of  Augustus,  since  such 
materials  would  have  been  too  common  for  the 
magnificence  of  that  emperor  and  his  successors ; 
but  the  Colosseum  will  show  that  the  ancients, 
however  magnificent,  did  not  lavish  their  precious 
materials  where  any  other  would  serve  the  purpose. 
The  "  opus  reticulatum  "  was  used  by  every  body 
in  the  time  of  Vitruvius  ^^  j  and  perhaps  wooden 
grampings  were  better  adapted  for  peperine  stone 
than  iron  ones. 

The  three  magnificent  columns   already  men- 
tioned, with  the  pilaster  and  the  wall  behind  them. 


>**  Memorie,  Sfc,  No.  89. 

>3*  De  Architeot,  Mb,  ih  cap,  S, 
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evidently  formed  part  of  the  flank  of  a  temple ; 
and  Palladio  instructs  us  to  complete  the  side  by 
adding  six  columns  more ;  the  dead  wall  behind 
them,  with  the  remains  of  a  frieze,  being  considered 
as  part  of  the  Cella.  That  celebrated  architect 
believed  this  temple  to  be  the  "Mars  Ultor" 
erected  by  Augustus  in  his  Forum  ;  an  opinion  we 
shall  at  once  adopt,  without  entering  into  the 
merits  of  others.^^  The  columns,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  architectural  ornaments,  are  of  Lunen- 
sian  marble;  and  Pope  Paul  IL,  who  constructed 
the  adjoining  monastery,  is  suspected  of  having 
pillaged  the  temple ;  for,  in  the  Palazzo  di  Ve- 
nezia,  some  marble  of  that  description  has  been 
recognised ;  which,  with  the  coincidence  of  tune, 
increases  the  suspicion.  The  old  antiquaries  always 
considered  this  as  a  part  of  Trajan's  Forum,  having 
no  other  authority  than  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
historical  pillar  :  this  was  evidently  an  error; 
and  we  think  it  is  equally  so  to  bring  the  Forum 
of  Nerva  from  the  Colonnacce  here,  thus  con- 
founding tlie  limits  of  the  eighth  and  fourth  re- 
gions, as  will  be  made  more  evident  in  our  general 
view  of  the  Forums. 

In  the  Via  del  Grillo,  behind  the  houses  adjacent 
to  the  convent,  may  be  seen  other  ruins  of  a  dif- 
ferent construction  to  the  former,  but  going  so  far 
to  fill  up  the  intervening  space  that  we  cimnot 
but  suppose  they  were  the  means  of  connecting 


>>'  See  the  arguments  alleged  in  p.  366,  367-  with  references 
in  Notes  appended;  and  consult  Piranesiy  tom.i.  tav.xxx,  p.52. 
with  Desgodetz,  cap.  xv.  p.  158.  The  bas-reliefs,  now  too  much 
injured  by  time,  and  perhaps  by  plunder,  have  been  delineated 
by  Sunto  Bartoli,  m  his  work  entitled  Admiranda  Romattorum 

kAntiq  uitat,  ^^^^^ 
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the  Fomm  of  Augustus  with  that  of  Trajan.  That 
Nervals  was  again  joined  with  them  is  evident; 
and  we  might  proceed  to  annex  that  of  Julius 
Caesar,  and  finally  the  whole  of  them,  with  the 
Roman  Forum  :  so  that,  within  a  space  of  no  great 
extent,  all  the  forensic  splendour  of  imperial  Rome 
was  concentrated.  During  the  500  years  of  the 
republic,  the  city  could  scarcely  ever  get  beyond 
the  columns  of  pepcrine  stone,  and  the  walls  of 
brick  and  tufb;  but  when  all  the  power  was  vested 
in  the  hands  of  one  master,  these  magnificent 
works  were  all  accomplished  within  the  space  of 
a  century.  If  this  be  taken  as  the  criterion  of 
national  prosperity,  then  the  empire  flourished 
under  the  Twelve  Ceesars  and  their  immediate 
successors;  but  since  the  decay  was  as  rapid  as 
the  growth,  the  fact  only  points  out  to  tis  the 
danger  of  intrusting  the  resources  of  a  nation  to 
be  wielded  by  a  despot :  still  it  is  only  under  such 
circumstances  that  any  great  public  works  liave 
ever  been  speedily  effected;  and  perhaps  it  is  a 
problem  wliich  yet  remains  to  be  solved  —  What 
degree  of  public  magnificence  is  compatible  with 
the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  the  durable  prosperity 
of  a  flourishing  nation  ? 
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DISSERTATION    THE    SEVENTH. 


OM    THE   EIGHTH    REGION^   OR    FORUM    ROAfANUM. 


Arcus  enim  et  Bttttuas,  aras  etiam  templnqiic,  demoUtur  ct  obacurat  oblivio» 
negligit  caqiitrjuc  pusturitas  ;  contra,  conU'inptur  RnibiUontH,  ct  lufinitse 
potcstatis  domitorac  frscnator  animus  ipsa  retustate  florcscit."  -^  C.  Flxv. 

SXC.  VaVXO,  TkAJAN.  PlCT. 


"  Did  the  conquerors  heap 


Thw  »poili  here?  Yes;  and  in  yon  field  below 

A  thouiand  years  of  silenced  factions  sleep  — 

The  Forum,  where  the  immortal  accents  glow, 

And  still  tlie  eloquent  air  breathes -'bums  wiili  Cicero.** 

CmLDE  UaHOLg's  PlLGRIMAGI,  CaD.  XIV.  St  CXtl. 


The  human  countenance,  like  any  "graven  image 
or  likeness"  of  it,  is,  says  Tacitus,  frail  and  perish- 
able ;  but  "  the  form  of  a  mind  is  eternal : "  it 
is  not  to  be  retained  or  delineated  by  any  material 
representation,  however  artfully  devised,  but  only 
by  moral  (we  should  like  to  say  spiritual)  conform- 
ation. It  is  with  some  such  sentiment  as  this  that  we 
must  now  meet  the  thrilling  names  of  tlie  Capitol 
and  the  Roman  Forum.  It  will  not  suffice  to  gaze 
on  u  few  ruins,  or  curiously  descry  the  pavement 
which  has  lain  for  ages  beneath  the  accumulated 
soil:  nor  will  it  be  enough  to  tread  the  ground 
once  so  sacred,  wliere  Michael  Angelo  has  covered 
the  wounds  and  scars  of  time  witii  his  adorning 
genius.  We  must  surmount  the  frail  and  perish- 
able \  and,  using  those  shattered  monuments  but 
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as  tlie  index  which  points  back  through  ages,  we 
must  realise  the  periods  of  virtue  and  freedom, 
and  then  surround  our  footsteps  with  the  names 
that  are  linked  with  them.  It  is  only  when  we 
arrive  at  tliis  abstraction  that  we  can  pronounce 
with  effect  —  "  the  Capitolium  and  the  Forum  ! " 
and,  like  the  poet,  hear  Tully's  thunder  in  the 
glowing  air,  and  Virgil's  strain  in  the  balmy  breeze. 

In  the  course  of  our  topographical  enquiries,  the 
Rcgionaries  of  Victor  and  Rufus  have  often  been 
acknowledged  as  our  principal  guides ;  but  it 
would  have  been  tedious  to  have  placed  at  the 
head  of  each  region  the  long  list  of  names  which 
indicate  so  many  monuments  now  irrecoverably 
lost.  It  will  not,  however,  be  thought  supeifluous 
to  give  one  specimen  of  those  singular  documents ; 
and,  as  we  have  now  arrived  at  the  district  in 
which  was  comprised  all  that  Rome  possessed 
most  venerable  and  important,  such  specimen  may 
serve  as  a  convenient  introduction  to  this  Dis- 
sertation. 

In  the  following  catalogue,  taken  from  P.  Victor 
(for  in  Rufus  ^  the  eightli  region  is  incomplete), 
the  expressions  which  do  not  admit  of  an  obvious 
translation  preserve  their  original  form. 

1.  The  "  Rostra"  of  the  Roman  people,  II. 

2.  Temple  of  Victory  \  with  another   small  temple  of 
Virgin  Victory,  detlicated  by  M.  Porcius  Cato. 


1  Vide  PanviniOf   Urb,  Rom»  Descrip,  p.  118.  ediU  Franco- 

furt.  1597. 

2  I  have  made  no  distinction  in  the  translation  between 
"Tompluin"  and  "  iEdes;"  there  is  a  difference,  which  I  hope 
hati  been  made  sufficiently  clear  in  the  last  Dissertation.   "  /Edi- 
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3.  Oratory  of  the  Lares. 

4.  Temple  of  Julius  Ca3sar  in  the  Forum. 

5.  Golden  Victory,  alias  the  statue  of  Golden  Victory, 

in  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Optimus  Maximus. 

6.  The    Rumiual    Fig-tree   anil   the   LupercaL   of  the 

Virgin. 

7.  The  Column  with  the  statue  of  M,  Ludius. 

8.  The  Graecostasis. 

9.  Temple  of  Ops   and    Saturn  in   the   street   called 

Jugarius. 
10.  The  Golden  Senaculum,^ 
U.  The  Golden  MiUiarium. 

12.  The   Horatian   Pile,  where  those  things  called  his 

trophies  were  placed.* 

13.  The  Senate-house. 

14.  Temple  of  the  Castors  near  the  Lake  of  Juturna. 

15.  Temple  of  Concord. 

16.  The  Brazen  Horse  of  Domitian  Augustus. 

17.  The  Lake  of  Curtius. 

18.  Atrium  of  Minerva, 

19.  jEmilian  School. 

20.  The  Juhaii  Portico, 

21.  The  Arch  of  Fabian, 

22.  "  Putcal  Libonis."  * 

23.  The  two  Januses,  a  celebrated  place  for  dealers. 

24.  Palace  of  Numa. 


cula  "  may  be  translated  a  small  temple  or  chapel ;  and  "  Sacel- 
lum,"  an  oratory:  —  perhaps  a  distinction  without  a  cUIFerence- 

^  Tliis  was  a  place  where  the  senate  occasionally  assembled. 

^  In  this  and  the  following  article  there  seems  to  be  some 
confusion  in  the  MSS.  In  P.  Victor  it  is  "  Pila  Horatia,  ubi 
trophsea  locata  nuncupantur  Curia."  Panvinio  has  omitted  the 
two  last  words.  Nardini  has  changed  7tuncupftniur  into  dicunfitr, 
and  made  a  separate  article  of  Curia  .*  him  I  have  partly  fol- 
lowed. 

^  This  might  be  rendered  the  PrtJ^ors  seat ;  but  it  will  re- 
c|uire  some  explanation,  which  will  be  given  in  the  course  of 
this  Dissertation. 
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25.  Temple  of  Vesta. 

26.  Temple  of  the  Gotls  (PeniUes). 

27.  Temple  of  Romulus, 

28.  Temple  of  Janus. 

29.  Forum  of  Caesar. 
SO.  *'  Stationes  Municlpiorum."^ 

31.  Forum  of  Augustus,  with  the  Temple  of  Mars  Re- 

venger. 

32.  Spotless  Faith,^ 

36.  Little  Temple  of  Concord  above  the  Graecostasis. 

37.  Basilica  Argentaria,® 

38.  The  Navel  or  centre  of  the  City  of  Rome.^ 

39.  Altar  of  Saturn  in  the  Lake  of  Curtius. 

40.  Temple  of  Titus  Vespasian  Augustus. 

41.  Basilica  of  Paulus  with  columns  of  Phrygian  marble. 

42.  The  Ruminal   Fig-tree  in  the   Comitium,  where  is 

also  the  Lupercal. 

43.  Temple  of  Vejupiter,  between  the  Citadel  and  the 

Capitol,  near  the  As^^lum.*** 

44.  Ligurian  Street. 

45.  The  Apollo,  brought  from  ApoUonia  by  Lucullus, 

thirty,  alias  thirty-two  cubits  high. 


^  Tliese  **  quarters  or  barracks  of  the  municipal  soldiers  "  are 
mentioned  by  Pliny,  Nat  Hist*  lib.  xvi.  cap.  48.,  aa  being  about 
the  Forum  oF  Julius  Caesar. 

^  Compare  Horact,  Ode  xxxv.  book  i. 

®  This  was  probably  a  public  hall  allotted  for  the  petty  mer- 
chants who  doalt  in  silver  articles,  as  the  Portico  Margaritaria, 
where  jewellery  or  trinkets  might  be  exposed  for  sale.  It  was 
common  to  name  buildings  and  places  from  the  kind  of  traffic 
that  was  carried  on  in  them  ;  as  the  Forum  Piscarium,  or  Fish 
Market;  the  Forum  Olitortvim,  or  Green  Market,  Ac  See 
Adams's  Romnn  Antiqiiitits^  p.  528. 

^  Tliis  was  probably  nothing  more  than  a  small  spot  of  ground 
enclosed  and  inaugurated,  something  like  the  Koma  Quadrata 
on  the  Palatine  hill.     Consult  FestuSt  lib.xvii. 

I*  Thts  title  of  Jupiter  is  mentioned  and  explained  by  Ovid, 
FasL  lih.v,  445.  —  a  beardless  or  inoffensive  little  Jupiter.  See 
Au(u$  GeUinSy  lib.  v.  cap.  12. 
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46. 

47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 

51 
52 

53. 

5*. 


56. 
57. 
5S, 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 


The  Shrine  of  Minerva. 

Tlie  Chapel  of  the  Goddess  of  Youth, 

Porta  Carmentalis,  towards  the  Flaminian  Circus. 

Temple  Carmentale,  alias  Carmentae. 

The  Capitol,  where  the  huages  of  all  the  Gods  are 

placed. 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Optimus  Maximus. 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Tonaas,  dedicated  by  Augustus  on 

the  Clivus  Capitolinus. 
Curia  Hostiliaj  under  tlie  old  (buildings). 
Curia  Calabra,  where  the  minor  pontiff  proclaimed 

the  festivals. 
The  statue  of  Jupiter  Imperator  brought  from  Pr«e* 

neste. 
Asylum. 

The  old  Temple  of  Bald  Venus. 
The  new  Temple  of  Bald  Venus. 
Old  Temple  of  Minerva. 
The  Temple  of  Nemesis. 
llie  old  Altar  of  Saturn, 
The  Germanic  Store-houses. 
The  Agrippine  Store-houses. 
A  Fountain  ?  ' ' 
Forum  Boariuni, 
Oratory  of  Patrician  Chastity. 
Two  Temples  of  Hercules  Victor,  one  at  the  Porta 

Trigemina,  the  other  in  the  Forum  Boarium,  round 

and  small,'* 


^1  ThiB  18  rather  a  conjecture  than  a  translation.  Rufus 
writes,  —  "  Equa  cernens  quatuor  Satyros  ;  "  and  Victor,  — 
•*  Aqua  cernena  quatuor  Scauros."  llius,  in  the  original,  it  is 
merely  the  difference  between  an  A  and  an  £*;  but  in  the  ex- 
planation we  Iiave  to  choose  between  a  Mare  and  "  Waier."' 
The  Notitia  concurs  with  Victor.  I  should  merely  plead  for 
the  four  satyrs  in  preference  to  the  four  ^cauri,  and  then  it 
would  look  something  like  a  fountain  of  the  "  Buffo"  »tyle  I 

1^  P.  Victor  must  be  here  umlcrsluod  to  say  that  there  were 
two  temples  bearing   tlie  same  title ;  the  one  near  the  Porta 
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68.  Forum  Piscarium. 

69.  Temple  of  Matuta, 

70.  Vicus   Jugarius,   also   Thurarius,   where  are  some 

altars,  alias  the  altars  of  Ops  and  Ceres,  with  the 
statue  of  Vortumnus. 

71.  The  Prison  close  to  the  Forum,  built  by  Servius 

TiiUius  ill  the  middle  of  the  city. 

72.  Portico  Margaritaria  (see  Art-  37.  with  the  note). 

73.  Literary  Schools* 

74.  Vicus   Unguentarius    (Perfumery  Street).     Compare 

note  on  Art.  37. 
7B.  Temple  of  Vortumnus  in  the  Tuscan  Street. 
76.  Elephantus  Heibarius.'* 


Twelve  Streets,  and  as  many  Chapels, 

Forty-eight  Vico-Magistri,  Two  Curators,  Two  Over- 
seers. 

3880  Plebeian  Habitations,  150  great  Houses. 

Sixty-six  Private  Baths,  Twenty-eight  Store-houses, 

128  Reservoirs,  thirty  Workhouses, 

The  Region  is  14^867  feet  in  curcuit,  alias  12,867 
feet.'^ 


Trigemiaa  belonged  to  the  clventh  region  ;  but  the  one  here 
especialiy  to  be  named  stood  in  the  Forum  Boarium. 

*'  This  probably  meana  a  statue  of  an  elephant  near  which 
they  sold  vegetables,  and  it  might  also  serve  as  a  fountain.  (The 
bronze  boar  at  Florence  exactly  corresponds  to  this  idea.)  See 
Nardini,  tom.  ii.  p.  346*  and  the  note  of  his  editor,  which 
vaguely  wanders  to  find  where  the  elephant  stood.  Things  like 
these  acquire  importance  in  a  city  from  mere  notoriety,  "Who 
would  think  of  making  a  catalogue  of  the  remarkable  ubjeets  of 
modern  Rome  without  mentioning  four  statues: — Pasquino, 
Marforio,  Madama  Lucrezia,  and  I'Abbate  Luigi  ? 

1-*  It  is  impossible,  in  many  instances,  to  adopt  the  numbers 
l^iven  in  these  Regionaries.  Wliere  can  the  space  be  found 
about  the  Formn  and  the  Capitol  for  3880  "  InsultB?'*  And 
it  will  be  seen,  when  we  lay  down  the  limits  of  this  region, 
that  it  could  not  be  upwards  of  two  miles  in  circuit;  but  num- 
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Thus  far  P.  Victor;  and,  pompous  as  the  list 
may  appear,  Panvinio  and  Nardini,  together,  have 
found  means  to  make  a  further  addition  of  140 
objects  ^  and,  indeed,  the  catalogue  as  it  stands, 
supposing  it  to  be  accurate,  is  at  least  incomplete, 
for  it  does  not  include  — 

The  Tarpeian  Rock. 

The  Arch  of  Septtmius  Severus. 

The  small   Arch   of  Severus   and   Caracalla,  in  the 

entrance  of  the  Forum  Boarium. 
The  Temple  of  Fortune  on  the  Clivus  Capitolinus. 
The  Arch  of  Tiberius  Csesar. 
The  Temple  of  Faith  in  the  Capitol.'* 
The  Column  of  Caius  Duilius,   and    several   odier 

things  that  might  be  mentioned. 

The  column  of  Phocas  was  erected  at  a  later  pe- 
riod. But,  abstaining  fi'om  any  further  enumeration 
(for,  however  indisputable  the  names  that  miglit  be 
added,  they  would  be  but  names),  it  is  already  much 
if  we  can  say,  —  Such  was  once  the  districi  qf  the 
Roman  Forum  *" :  indeed,  we  are  inclined  to  suspect 


berg,  especially  as  they  were  written  in  the  Roman  notation, 
have  come  down  to  us  with  great  inaccuracies  by  the  careless- 
ness of  transcribers :  —  this  is  frequently  the  despairing  case  in 
Pliny's  text. 

1*  TTiis  Tnuiy  be  the  same  as  the  "  Candida  Fides'*  of  Art.  32. ; 
but  we  are  furnished  with  this  local  designation  by  two  inscrip- 
tions written  on  plates  of  brass,  and  now  existing  in  the  museum 
at  Naples  :•— they  show  us  the  form  of  a  seaman's  discharge, 
and  end  thus:  — 

EX    TABVLA 
AKK£A   QVAS   FIXA   SST   ROMAE    IK  CAPI 
TOLIO   AEDIS    FlDEt   POPVLI    ROMANI 
PARTE    DEXTB     O     RIORE. 

'•  This  portion  of  our  outline  will  require  some  further  expla- 
nation, and  I  am  aware  of  the  responsibility  I  here  incur. 
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that  the  two  consular  men  made  some  vain  parade 
of  the  tottering  city,  and  perhaps  intended  to  dis- 
guise its  decay  in  an  ostentatious  display  of  its 
splendour.  But,  although  they  might  he  thus 
liberal  in  bestowing  titles  upon  objects  which 
scarcely  deserved  mentioning,  there  is  sufficient 
collateral  evidence  to  prove  tliat  it  was  not  their 
intention  to  mislead  the  topographists ;  and  thus 
it  is  we  are  not  without  confidence  in  these  cata- 
logues, deprived  of  which  the  Roman  antiquary's 
**  occupation's  gone." 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  trace  the  boundaries 
of  our  circuit  Beginning  from  near  the  theatre 
of  Marcellus,  the  outline  of  tlie  eighth  region  must 
be  supposed  to  nm  in  the  direction  of  the  old 
walls  along  the  Via  Tor  de'  Specchi  j  and  through 
those  streets  lying  at  tlie  foot  of  the  Ara  Cceli,  — 
then  comprising  the  Forum  of  Trajan,  but  exclud- 
ing that  of  Nerva  at  the  Colonnacce,  —  we  must 
gain  the  Strada  della  Salara  Vecchia,  and  emerge 
from  those  habitations  which  are  near  the  temple  of 
Antoninus  and  Faustina.  To  continue  under  the 
Palatine  hill  nearly  as  far  as  the  church  of  S.  Ana- 
stasia  seems  obvious  ;  we  must  then  turn  towards 
the  western  extremity  of  the  Capitoline  :  this  will 
lead  us  past  the  church  of  S,  Giorgio  in  Velabro, 
including  tixe  ancient  arch  of  Janus,  which  stands 
before  it.  Then  touclnng  at  tlie  clnirch  of  S.  Gio- 
vanni Decolato,  we  soon  regain  the  point  from 
whence  we  set  out 

It  will  be  observed,  by  referring  to  our  cata- 
logue, that  there  were  several  other  forums  in  this 
district  besides  the  one  distinguished  by  the  title 
of  "Romanuni."    lf\  tlierefbie,  we  first  dispose  of 
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those  by  endeavouring  to  assign  their  situations,  it 
will  be  so  much  negative  proof  in  store  for  fixing 
clearly  the  limits  of  the  more  celebrated  one. 

Forums  were  of  two  kinds ;  the  one  for  holding 
public  assemblies  and  courts  of  judicature,  the 
other  for  the  more  homely  use  of  holding  markets 
and  public  auctions.  The  Roman  Forum  was  of 
the  former  description  ;  and  before  the  intiigues  of 
ambitious  citLzens  began  to  crowd  the  tribunals 
with  their  retainers,  it  was  found  sufficient.  But, 
independently  of  the  popularity  to  be  acquired  from 
a  work  of  public  utility,  Julius  Caesar  first  saw  the 
expediency  of  making  some  further  accommodation 
of  this  nature.  Out  of  the  spoils  of  WcU*  he  built  a 
forum,  and  expended  "  H,  S.  millies,"  that  is, 
507291/-  IBs.  4d,,  in  the  construction^^:  within  it 
was  erected  a  temple  to  Venus  Genitrix.  The 
statue  was  sent  from  Egypt  by  Cleopatra,  together 
with  one  of  the  queen  herself,  which  was  placed 
in  the  temple,  rival-like,  by  the  side  of  the  lascivious 
goddess.  In  front  of  the  portico  stood  the  eques- 
trian  statue  of  Caesar  himself:  the  horse  was  mo- 
delled from  his  own  favourite  steed,  which  had 
hoofs  clefl  almost  like  a  human  hand ;  a  marvel,  in 
which  the  skilful  augurs  could  foresee  the  domi- 
nion of  the  world  portended  for  his  master.  '*     It 

'^  "  Pyramides  regum  miramur  opera,  cum  sotum  tantum  foro 
exfltruendo  H — S  mille  ducentis  Caesar  dictator  emerit."  —  Piin. 
NaL  HiH,  lib.xxxvi.  cap.  15. 

".  .  .  .  Cujtis  area  super  sestertium  milHcs  constitit."  — 
Suet,  in  Julio,  cap.  xxvi. 

'8  Vide  Suet,  in  Jul.  Ca:sar,  cap.  Ixi. ;  Plin,  NaL  HxH. 
lib.  viiL  cap.  42. ;  Appian  de  BelL  Civil,  lib.  ii.  p.  492.  edit. 
Stepban.  1^92.  It  was  here  where  the  dictator  incurred  the 
**  inexpiable  envy"  of  his  citizens :  he  received  all  the  conscript 
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was  of  bronze  gilt,  and  even  had  some  pretensions 
to  have  been  made  by  Lysippus,  and  modelled  from 
the  living  Bucephalus  '^ ;  and,  after  having  belonged 
to  Alexander  the  Great,  passed  into  the  possession 
of  the  next  conqueror  of  the  earth.  There  is  also 
mention  of  several  splendid  paintings  and  beautiful 
statues  which  adorned  the  "  Forum  Csesaris"  and 
this  temple  of  Venus.^ 

As  the  population  and  business  of  the  city  in- 
creased, it  was  found  necessary  to  have  a  third 
Forum.  This  fell  to  the  lot  of  Augustus  :  he  had 
vowed  a  temple  to  Mars  at  the  battle  of  Philippi  -*, 
under  the  title  of  Avenger  with  reference  to 
Cjesar's  death ;  and,  in  accomplishing  this  vow,  he 
consulted  also  for  the  convenience  of  the  Roman 
people.  His  forumwasespeciallydedicated  to  public 
trials  and  the  elections  of  judges,  and  to  the  god 
Mars,  whose  temple  stood  within  it-  He  required 
the  senate  to  repair  thither,  whenever  they  liad  to 
discuss  the  interests  of  war,  or  the  allotment  of  the 
provinces ;  and  those  generals  who  returned  from 
conquests  were  to  carry  their  ensigns  of  triumph 
there.  Two  porticoes  were  added  to  it ;  and  it  was 
not  without  its  paintings  and  other  objects  of  art, 
which  Pliny  has  thought  worthy  of  mention.  Sue- 
tonius says  the  space  was  too  confined ;   because 


fethera  in  great  state,  sitting  before  the  Temple  of  Venus 
Genitrix.    Sttet.  in  vit.  sua^  cap.  Ixxviii, 

^^  This  hint  comes  from  some  adulatory  verses  of  Domitian's 
laureate,  which  although  Donatus  (de  Uii*  Rom.  lib.  ii.  cap.21.) 
does  not  suspect,  we  may.  See  Statiusj  S^lvar,  lib.  i.  cami.  i. 
▼.  84- 

^  See  Plin.  lib.  xxxv.  cap.  4. ;  Ibid,  lib.  xxxiv.  cap.  5. ;  and 
compare  Dion  CassiuSj  lib.  xliii.  p.  356, 
,•  31  Su^.  in  viU  Av{fust.  cap.  xxix. 
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Augustus  dursi  not  encroach  upon  the  neiglibour- 
ing  houses  of  individuals.* 

We  might  now  at  once  conclude,  with  regard  to 
the  situation  of  these  two  Forums,  that  they  were 
contiguous  to  the  old  one,  and  as  far  as  practi- 
cable made  into  one  :  but  two  poets  confirm  this 
by  calling  them  the  triple  or  the  threefold  Forum  ^-j 
and  tlicy  arc  frequently  mentioned  in  this  close 
relation  to  each  otlaen  Now,  as  the  temple  of  An- 
toninus and  Faustina  is  on  the  borders  of  the 
fourth  region,  and  tlie  Tor  de*  Conti,  as  we  have 
shown,  equally  bordering  on  the  eighth,  we  have 
(considering  the  given  site  of  Trajan's  Forum)  only 
the  space  behind  the  churches  of  S,  Martina  and 
S.  Adriano  for  situating  the  two  in  question.  As 
this  carries  us  towanis  the  Arco  de'  Pantani,  and 
the  irregularity  of  those  lofty  walls  shows  there 
must  have  been  some  such  impediment  as  that 
mentioned  by  Suetonius,  we  must  believe  tlie 
Forum  of  Augustus  to  have  been  within  this  en- 
closure. This  seems  to  have  been  PaUadio's  opi- 
nion; and  he  thought  the  three  columns  which  have 
already  been  described  formed  part  of  the  temple 
of  Mars  Ultor.-^  For  this  there  is  ceitainly  no 
diiect  authority  j  and  if  it  be  true  that  an  inscrip* 

♦  See  Note  Z  Z. 

"  Marlial.  Epig*  xxxviii,  lib.  iii.  and  lib.  vii.  cp.  64.  Statius, 
Sylvar.  lib.  iv.  carm.  be.  15. 

^  Opt^re  ArchitL  tli  Pallfuiio,  lib.  iv.  p.  1 5 — ^3.  edit.  Vcnczfa, 
1570.  The  medal  extant  (see  an  impression  in  Nardini,  torn.  ii. 
No.  SI.)}  which  represents  the  temple  of  Mars  Ultoras  a  circular 
building,  will  prevail  but  little  against  Palladio's  conjecture  ;  for 
Donatus  (apud  GntviiuHy  torn.  iii.  p.  633.)  shows  clearly,  from  a 
passage  in  Dion  Cassius,  that  there  was  also  a  temple  of  Mars 
Ultor  in  the  Capitol.     Compare  Ovid,  Ffist  lib.  v.  577 — 595. 
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tion  with  the  name  of  Nerva  was  once  read  on  the 
frieze,  tlie  whole  of  our  supposition  will  be  much 
invalidated :  there  is,  however,  some  confusion 
about  that  inscription ;  and  it  is  not  clear,  from 
the  father  of  antiquaries,  Camucci,  whether  the 
Arco  de'  Pantani  or  the  Colonnacce  be  alluded 
to.  But  supposing  the  Forum  of  Augustus  to 
have  been  about  the  Via  Bonella,  to  steer 
clear  of  the  controversy,  that  of  Csesar  must  be 
brought  down  to  the  Via  dclla  Salara  Vecchia, 
so  as  to  border  on  the  line  of  habitations  in  the 
Campo  Vaccino.*  Before  the  alterations  made  by 
Pope  Sixtus  v.,  as  appears  from  Bufalini's  map, 
there  was  no  street  where  the  Strada  della  Bo- 
nella now  is;  but  the  communication  with  the 
places  about  the  Esquiline  hill  was  by  a  street 
wliich  issued  from  the  Campo  Vaccino,  between 
the  churches  of  S.  Adriano  and  S.  Lorenzo  in 
Miranda.  Tliis  was  in  all  probability  the  ancient 
communication,  and  seems  to  have  had  on  the  left 
hand  the  eighth  region,  and  on  the  right  the  fourth. 
The  Forum  of  Nerva,  therefore,  of  which  an  ac- 
count has  been  given,  will  be  necessarily  placed 
about  the  Colonnacce  :  for  how  that  forum  can  be 
extended  to  the  Arco  de*  Pantani,  and  still  kept  in 
the  fourth  region,  we  cannot  easily  conceive.  And 
thus  the  Forum  of  Augustus,  with  the  temple  of 
Mars  Ultor,  under  all  the  circumstances,  wUl  be 
very  well  enclosed  by  those  high  walls  about  the 
Dominican  nunnery  and  the  Arco  de'  Pantani. 
Nerva's  Forum  was  the  fourth  in  chronological 
order  i   Trajan's,    the   most   splendid  of   all,    the 


*  See  Note  AAA. 
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fiflh  :  b!it  as  there  is  no  difficulty  in  our  topography 
with  regard  to  it,  althougli  it  is  in  the  eighth 
region,  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  take  it  in  our 
next  circuit.  One  difficulty  is  thus  cleared  away, 
viz.  the  respective  limits  of  the  eiglith  and  fourth 
regions ;  and  tlie  doubtful  outhne  will  be  established 
thus :  —  from  the  Piazza  dell'  Grillo  along  the  walla 
of  the  Dominican  convent,  between  the  Colonnacce 
and  the  little  church  of  S.  Agatha  de'  Tessitori,  and 
so  emerging  near  the  temple  of  Antoninus  and 
Faustina,  Besides  this  adjustment,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  we  have  now  occupied  tlic  space  which 
lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  Campo  Vaccino- 

The  Forum  Boarium  was  of  the  second  descrip- 
tion, and  is  perhaps  of  equal  antiquity  with  the 
Roman  Forum  itself.  It  lay  about  the  church  of 
S.  Giorgio  in  Velabro,  aa  is  evident  from  the  in- 
scription still  existing  on  the  small  arch,  which 
will  be  afterwards  examined.  The  Piscarium,  or 
fish-market,  was  of  course  nearer  the  Tyber,  if 
even  Varro  had  not  told  us  so.  ^^  As  Rufus  has  a 
street  of  that  name  (Vicus  Piscarius)  in  the  eleventh 
region,  which  led  no  doubt  to  the  Forum,  we  see 
in  what  direction  it  lay.  It  was  a  very  suitable 
neighbour  to  the  Forum  Olitorium,  which,  being  in 
the  eleventh  region^  was  situated,  as  will  be  shown 
in  another  place,  about  the  church  of  S.  Nicola  in 
Carcere.  Thus  we  see  that  the  forums  used  for 
markets  were  at  the  low^er  extremity  of  the  Campo 
Vaccino,  and  tliose  of  the  more  dignified  descrip- 
tion were  on  the  east  side  of  it. 

Marliano  supposed  the  Forum  to  be  100  paces 


2*    Varro  dc  Lhig.  Lot.  lib.  iv.  cap.  32. 
Z   2 
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long  and  50  broad,  extending  in  lergtli  from  the 
arch  of  Septiniius  Severus  to  the  temple  of  Anto- 
ninus and  Faustina}  and  in  width,  from  the  said 
temple  to  the  three  columns.  It  also  reached,  lie 
thought,  to  the  arch  of  Titus ;  but  that  part  was 
called  by  another  name  —  tlie  Comitiiim  !  His  ar- 
gument for  extending  it  to  Titus's  arch  is  grounded 
mainly  on  that  passage  of  Plutarch  which  men- 
tions Poplicola's  house  as  being  in  the  VelJa, 
overlooking  the  Forum.  This  was  the  generally 
received  opinion  of  the  antiquaries  of  the  sixteenth 
century*^}  and  in  Bufalini's  map  we  see  the  area 
laid  out  according  to  this  doctrine.  Donatus,  ob- 
serving the  unequivocal  testimony  of  Dionysius 
and  Livy,  wlio  place  the  Forum  distinctly  between 
the  Capitoliiie  and  Palatine  hills,  demonstrated  the 
palpable  error  of  his  predecessors.  The  Forum, 
he  affirmed,  had  its  width  between  tlie  two  hills; 
and,  as  it  was  longer  than  it  was  broad,  its  length 
should  be  reckoned  from  the  church  of  S,  Adriano, 
which  he  calls  the  temple  of  Saturn,  to  the  S.  Ma- 
ria  della  Consolazione,  or  even  further.  He  justi- 
fies these  limits  by  six  argiunents,  groimded  on 
ancient  authors  j  and  urges  his  point  by  various 
other  reasons.  Nai'dini  agrees  with  the  Jesuit, 
and  shows  the  argument  is  cumulative,  —  only  he 
docs  not  allow  it  to  reach  quite  as  far  as  the  Con- 
solazione. *    The  gi'ound  about  Titus's  arch,  espe- 


-^  Marlhmoy  Urh.  Horn.  Tapo^rnp/i.  lib.  iii.  cap.  1.  Pmiciroli, 
Descrip,  Urh,  Rom*  apud  GrcBviivin^  torn.  iii.  p.  351.  Faltrii'ius^ 
Bescrip.  S^c.  ibid,  p.  US.  Lucio  Mauro  Antichit^j  p.  18.  edit. 
Venezia,  1582.  Fulmo,  AntickiiH,  8^c,  carta  117.  It  is  not  the 
least  curious  enquiry  about  the  Forum  to  trace  its  antiquariati 
history. 

*  See  Note  B  B  B. 
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dally  when  it  was  discovered  to  be  thirty-two  feet 
above  the  level  of  that  of  Severus,  was  easily  re- 
linquished, and  two  angles  of  the  Forum  peaceably 
deposed  ;  viz.  at  the  last-named  arch,  and  near  the 
temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina:  but  whetlier 
tliis  was  to  be  considered  the  length  or  the 
Avidth,  still  afforded  matter  for  dispute.  Some  of 
llic  modern  school  of  antiquaries  have  attempted 
to  revive  the  opinion  of  Marliano.^*  When  the 
column  of  Phocas  was  disinterred,  it  was  remarked 
the  inscription  turned  its  back  upon  the  main  por- 
tion of  Nardini*s  Forum  ;  and  the  steps  of  the 
bniUling  to  which  the  three  famons  columns  belong 
were  found  to  be  in  a  similar  direction.  Notwith- 
standing these  subtleties,  the  excellent  treatise 
of  Professor  Nibby  has  evidently  triumphed  ^  ; 
and  it  may  now  be  well  nigli  stamped  with  folly 
if  any  one  should  still  insist  upon  this  slip  of  a 
Forum,  It  is  not  so  easy  to  fix  the  boundaries  on 
the  side  of  the  Velabrum ;  and  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  particles  of  evidence  are  like  atoms 
diffused  through  a  vast  expanse,  which  only  form 
something  tangible  in  the  aggregate,  and  are  to  be 
brought  together  with  considerable  labour,  Vitru- 
vius  tells  us  that  the  Greeks  made  their  Forums 


2*5  Meniorie  Enciclopedivhe per  il  Mucccyixiu  p.  i6. 

37  This  work,  «  On  tlie  Roman  Forum,  the  Via  Sacra,  and 
Flavian  Amphitheatre,  with  the  places  adjacent,"  lias  acquired 
a  deserved  popularity  among  tlie  students  of  Roman  topo- 
graphy. Tlie  conjectures,  as  well  on  the  general  uutlincB  of  the 
Forum  us  in  tlie  several  details,  arc  very  plaubible ;  and  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  add  any  thing  to  the  mass  of  authorities 
which  the  learned  professor  has  condensed  into  his  pages :  — 
my  labour  is  consequently  rendered  comparatively  easy,  and  t9 
tlie  Italian  scholar  svipcrHuous. 
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square,  but  that  this  figure  did  not  suit  the  forums 
of  Italy,  because  of  the  shows  of  gladiators  which 
sometimes  took  place  in  them :  he  therefore  pre- 
scribes the  form  of  a  rectangle,  whose  length 
shoidd  be  to  the  width  as  three  to  two  ;  and  then 
gives  certain  directions  about  the  disposing  of  the 
Uasilicas,  temples,  and  public  offices  around  it.^ 
He  does  not  say  the  Roman  Forum  was  so  consti- 
tuted ;  but  it  is  fair  to  conclude  it  was.  If  so, 
we  have  now  to  lay  out  a  rectangular  space  with 
these  proportions,  having  one  side  and  two  angles 
given.  Such  an  area  will  be  found,  about  a  dia- 
meter drawn  from  the  arch  of  Septimius  Sevcnis, 
due  south  to  tlie  cliurch  of  S.  Tlieodoro :  but,  in 
assuming  this  position,  we  are  anticipating  the  evi- 
dence which  will  be  gleaned  up  in  our  progress 
round  the  Forum- 
Juvenal  refers  to  those  virtuous  and  happy  times, 
under  "  the  kings  and  tribunes,"  w  hen  one  prison 
was  sufficient  to  contain  all  the  criminals  of  Rome.^ 
He  alludes,  no  doubt,  to  the  Mamertine  prison, 
(buOt,  according  to  Livy,  by  Ancus  Martins,)  over- 
looking or  overhanging  the  Fonim.**'  Servius 
TuUius  added  a  lower  cell,  which  was  called  the 
Tullianum,*^     Behind  the  arch  of  Septimius  Se- 


28   Vilntvins  de  Architect,  lib.  v.  cap.  1.  and  2. 

'■w  Juvenal  Safyi\m,  312. 

■*"  "  Career  ad  terrorem  increscentis  audacia;  media  urbc  wi- 
fnintn^  Foro  aiclificatur.**  —  Tit,  Liv,  lib.i.  cap.  33. 

Mamers,  in  the  Oscan  language,  Is  Mars ;  as  Mamercus  or 
Mamertinus  answers  to  the  adjective  Martius.  See  Festtis  in 
the  word  Mamerais,  Sfc.  lib.xi.  p.  '217,  218. 

^1  Varro  de  Ling,  LaU  lib.  iv.  cap.  32.  in  verb.  Career  ^  coer* 
ccndoy  Sfc. 
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verus,  and  on  the  declivity  of  the  Capitoline  hiU, 
we  find  this  raonument,  of  wliich  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  still  existing-.  By  the  aid  of  torches  we 
descend  under  the  little  church  of  S.  Giuseppe  by 
some  modern  steps  j  and  we  soon  arrive  at  the 
upper  compartment,  wliicli  is  now  formed  into  aa 
oratorio.  It  is  constructed  of  large  masses  of 
peperine  stone,  put  together  without  cement :  it 
is  about  27  feet  by  19^»  and  nearly  14*  feet  in 
height,  and  has  evidently  been  hewn  out  of  the 
solid  tufo  rock.  Descending  by  a  few  steps  more, 
we  arrive  at  the  lower  cell,  or  **  Tullianum,"  which 
is  only  about  Gi  feet  liigli,  and  19  feet  by  9.  It  is 
faced  witli  tlie  same  material  as  the  upper  one  ;  and 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  a  proof  of  its  high  anti- 
quity, that  the  stones  are  not  tlisposed  with  that  re- 
gularity which  the  rules  of  good  masonry  require  : 
the  joinings  often  coincide,  or  nearly  so,  instead 
of  reposing  over  the  middle  of  the  inferior  block 
respectively.  It  has  probably  been  much  deeper 
than  the  present  level  with  its  modern  pavement 
indicates;  tlic  sewer  wliich  issues  from  it  is  also 
modern.  In  the  vault  we  observe  a  circular  aper- 
ture communicating  with  the  upper  chamber ;  and 
it  appears  the  prisoners  who  were  condemned  to 
be  strangled  or  to  die  of  hunger  were  thrust  down 
by  that  aperture  m to  this  lower  cell:  and  hence 
the  phrase,  "to  cast  into"  the  lower  prison.  la 
this  way  ^'\  and  perhaps  in  this  very  place,  died 

■2  «  PIcminius  in  inferiorem  detnissus  carccrem  est  neca- 
tusque."  —  Tie.  Lit\  lib.  xxxiv.  cap.  44. 

"  In  eum  locum  postquam  demissits  Lentulus,  quibus  prsce- 
plum  crnt  laquco  giilam  fregOrc.  De  Cethego,  Statilio,  Gabinio, 
Cacimrio,  eodtui  modo  supplicium  suiiUum  est."  —  Safltut,  de 
BeUo  Cataiin,  cap.  55. 
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that  Quintus  Pleminius,  who,  being  a  prisoner  for 
«edttiori,  had  concerted  a  scheme  witli  his  friends 
without  to  burn  Rome,  tliat  he  might  be  libenited. 
Here  Jugurtha  was  suffered  to  the  of  hunger ; 
and  Sallust,  in  relating  how  the  accomplices  of 
Cataline  were  strangled  by  order  of  the  consul 
Cicero,  affords  us  the  following  description^  :  — 
"  There  is  a  place  in  the  prison  which  is  called 
the  Tullianum ;  it  is  about  ten  feet  deep  in  the 
ground,  when  you  have  descended  a  little  to  the 
left ;  it  is  secured  round  the  sides  by  walls  of  stone, 
and  closed  above  by  a  vaulted  roof  of  the  same 
juaterial.  The  idea  of  it  is  frightilil,  from  the 
filth,  the  obscurity,  and  the  stench."  —  Allowing 
for  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  two 
of  these  articles,  we  cannot  but  find  the  description 
very  applicable  at  this  day. 

We  read  too  of  Sejauus,  the  minister  of  Tibe- 
rius, who  was  killed  in  this  prison,  and  his  body 
afterwards  thrown  down  the  "  Scala  Gemonia," 
accorthng  to  a  horrid  custom.**  Josephus  informs 
us,  that  whilst  Vespasian  and  Titus  ascended  in 
triumph  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus 
Simon  the  son  of  Giora  was  put  an  end  to^;  and 
he   adds,    "  Such   was   the   custom   of   the   Ro- 


33  Sallust  de  Bello  Catalin.  cap.  55. 

^  Dion  Casmis,  lib.  Iviii.  p.  9>S5*  Conf.  Juvenal.  Safyr.  x.  66. 
and  Tacii.  AmmiA'ib^y.  cap.  9.  It  sufficiently  appears  from  a 
number  of  authorities  collected  by  Nardini  (tonLil.  p.  293.),  tlmt 
the  Scalcc  Gemoniac  were  a  flight  of  steps  leading  down  the 
Capitoltue  hill  to  the  Forum,  not  far  from  the  prison.  The 
bodies  were  dragged  out  of  the  prison  and  up  those  steps  by  a 
hook,  and  then  precipitated  down  again,  in  the  sight  of  the  people 
in  the  Forum.  That  abrupt  ascent  behind  the  S.  Pietro  in 
Carcere  looks  very  like  t!»e  "  Scal<£  Gef/ianuc," 

='  See  Note  TT. 
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mans  to  dispose  of  tlieir  captives  tofter  they  had 
graced  their  triumphs  through  the  sti'eets  of  llonie. 
Whatever  be  the  credit  due  to  the  tradition  which 
renders  it  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  the  modern  Romans, 
the  scene  which  it  now  presents  is  of  a  different 
and  more  harmless  kind.  Numbers  of  devotees 
are  contiaiiaily  kneeling  before  the  place  where 
tliey  are  taught  to  believe  St  Peter  and  St.  Paid 
were  confined  by  order  of  Nero,  and  where  tlie 
fountain  miraculously  sprung  up  for  Peter  to  bap- 
tize the  gaoler ;  nay,  the  very  pillar  to  which  the 
a]iostle  was  bound  is  now  shown  to  the  faithful 
multitude.  The  people  kneel  before  a  number  of 
*'  ex  voto"  offerings,  which  partially  cover  a  piece 
of  the  ancient  frieze,  on  which  is  still  read  this 
inscription  :  — 

C,  VIBIVS.    C.   F.  RVFINVS.   M.   COCCEIVS.   NEHVA.   EX. 

s.  c* 

These  were  consuls  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  the 
Christian  era;  and  by  a  decree  of  the  senate  it  ap- 
pears they  either  repaired  or  altered  the  prison. 
The  inscription  further  shows  that  its  front  was 
turned  towards  the  Forum.  It  was,  no  doubt,  of 
much  greater  extent  than  we  now  see  itj  and  per- 
haps more  rooms  might  be  found  by  excavating 
further  into  the  hill.  ^  This  was  properly  a  state 
prison  J  but  tfiere  was  a  second  already  built  as 
early  as  the  decemvus  ^^ :  but  tlie  time  came 
when  the  "  world "  itself  became  a  prison  to  the 
offender.     "  Remember,"    says  Cicero,    "  where- 

**  Consult  Brocckij  Sttoio  di  Roma,  Sfc,  p.  151. 
3^   Tit,  Lu\  lib.  iii.  cap.  57. ;  aud  conf.  Plin,NaL  HisL  lib.  vii. 
cap.  36. 
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ever  you  are,  you  are  equally  in  the  power  of  the 
conqueror."  The  church  tradition  has  caused 
much  more  discussion  on  the  subject  of  prisons 
tlian  we  shall  think  it  expedient  to  follow.  ^ 

As  there  was  a  street  in  the  fourth  region  called 
**  Mainertiuus,"  we  may  well  suppose  it  to  liave 
been  in  the  direction  of  the  present  Via  Marforio, 
and  therefore  to  have  communicated  with  the 
Forum. ''^  Now,  as  the  Mamertine  prison  over- 
looked the  Forum,  and  as  all  the  adjoining  space 
in  that  direction  has  been  already  disposed  of,  we 
apply  these  facts  to  our  general  outlines,  and  thus 
iiud  one  angle  of  the  Roman  Forum  in  front  of  the 
prison  ;  that  is,  at  the  triumphal  arch  of  Septuuius 
Severus. 

Having  already  described  the  arch  of  Constan- 
tine,  it  will  not  be  nccessaiy  to  dwell  upon  the 
construction  of  this,  as  the  architectural  designs 
are  nearly  tlie  same  in  both.  Each  front  is  supi- 
ported  by  four  columns,  wliich  are  of  the  comp< 
site  order,  and  of  Pentelic  marble.  It  bears  evident 
marks  of  liaving  suiTered  by  fire  j  and  the  bas- 
.xeliefs  are  so  injured  by  time,  that  only  in  some 
places  can  the  original  style  be  traced  j  and  when 
it  is  recognised,  it  betrays  a  wofiil  decUne  in  the 
art  of  sculpture.  There  is  no  account  whatever 
of  this  arch,  nor  any  mention  of  it  except  what  is 
to  be  gathered  from  the  inscription  and  a  medal 
extant :  from  the  former  it  appears  to  have  been 


^  See  Baroniu^f  Annaks  Ecclesiastic,  torn.  i.  p.  646-  A.  c.  68., 
and  Nardini,  torn.  ii.  p.  281.  Tlie  Abbatc  Cancellieri  has  writ- 
ten a  treatise  on  this  prison,  entitled  Notizic  del  Carcere 
Tuliiano  pot  Maniertbio,  S^t.  Roma,  edit.  1788. 

ay  Vide  Nibbi/,  Foro  Romano,  p.  153. 
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erected  in  honour  of  the  emperor'a  victory  over 
the  Parthians  and  Persians  ;  and  his  two  sons,  Ca- 
racallaaiid  Geta,  were  associated  in  his  triumph. 

The  first  two  lines  of  the  inscription  set  foi*th 
tlie  names  and  titles  of  Severus  i}imself^;  the 
third,  those  of  Caracalla :  but  it  is  observed  tliat 
the  fourtii  line,  consisting  of  superabundant  epi- 
thets, has  been  written  over  an  erasure  ;  and  it  is 
easy  to  see  those  letters  are  sunk  deeper  in  the 
marble  than  the  rest  Spartian  relates  that  Cara- 
calla, after  the  murder  of  lus  brother,  "  frequently 
bewmled  his  loss,  and  paid  honours  to  his  statue;" 
and  in  another  place  he  tells  us,  that  he  was  much 
affected  whenever  he  heard  the  mention  of  his 
name^',  or  saw  any  monument  or  statue  to  remind 
him  of  Geta.  It  was  not  unworthy  of  the  base- 
ness of  that  degenerate  age  to  affect  to  spare  tlie 
ruiEun*s  feelings;  and  there  are  many  inscriptions 
still  existing  where  the  name  of  Geta  has  been 
cut  out  A  bronze  tablet  in  the  museum  of  the 
Capitol,  and  a  marble  one  in  the  Florentine  gallery, 
aie  two  remarkable  specimens.  We  shall  also  see 
a  similar  instance  in  the  little  arch  near  S.  Giorgio 
in  Velabro.  In  the  one  before  us  the  title  p.  p., 
**  pater  patria?,"  in  the  third  line,  —  which  during 
the  lifetime  of  Severus  could  not  properly  be 
assumed  by  his  son,  —  has  been  substituted  for  et, 
and  the  optimis  foutissimisqve  pitiNciriBvs  for 
the  names  and   titles  of  Geta,  probably  written 


**  "  Appellatus  est  ArabicuSj  Adiabenicus,  Parlhicus/*  — 
Spartian,  in  viL  suoy  cap,  ix. 

The  emperor  refused  the  title  of  Parthicus  from  political  mo- 
tives ;  but  this  inscription  shows  lie  had  afterwards  accepted  it. 

*'  Spariian  in  vtt  Caracal,  cap.  iii. ;  and  in  GttUj  cap.  vii. 
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thus  :  —  p.  SEPTIMrO  getae  nobilissimo  caesari, 
which  yields  an  equal  number  of  letters.  From  the 
medal  which  bears  the  superscription  arcvs  avgg., 
dated  the  seventh  tribuneship  of  Caracalla,  —  i,  e, 
a  3^ear  after  the  erection  of  the  arcli,  a.  d.  203,  — 
"we  leani  that  tlie  attic  was  surmoinited  by  a  tri- 
lunphal  car,  in  which  two  persons  appeared '*^, 
drawn  by  six  liorses ;  and  there  was  a  soldier  on 
foot  on  each  side  of  it :  also,  at  the  extremities 
appear  two  equestrian  figures. 

The  bas-rehefs  of  the  pedestals  of  the  columns 
and  the  architectural  ornaments  are  very  well  pre- 
served ;  especially  a  piece  of  the  cornice  looking 
towards  the  prison.  The  flanks  of  the  arch  are 
not  adorned  with  reliefs  like  Constantine's  ;  but  in 
one  of  them  is  an  internal  staircase  of  marble,  by 
which  tJvey  ascended  to  the  top.  On  the  fronts  of 
the  main  vaidt  appear  two  winged  Victories  carry- 
ing trophies,  and  under  their  feet  are  the  Genii  of 
the  seasons.  In  the  lateral  arches  are  the  alle- 
gorical representations  of  four  rivers.  But  the 
bas-reliefs  will  be  studied  with  more  pleasure  in 
the  engravings  of  Santo  Bartoli,  and  the  details  in 
the  designs  of  indefatigable  architects,  who  have 
seen  with  other  eyes  than  we  can  pretend  to,** 
Neveitheless,   on  tlie  southern  elevation  we  may 


••2  This  may  seem  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  Geta  tri- 
umphed or  not ;  but  we  are  to  consider  Caracdla  had  the  order* 
ing  of  the  medal.  Simrtian  increases  the  doubt,  and  Hero- 
dian  diminishes  it  (see  the  references  in  Note  14.) ;  and  the 
curious  reader  will  find  the  matter  discuBsed  in  Nibby's  Foro 
RotJuifiOy  p.  116. 

^^  Consult  DesgodetZi  cap.  xviii,  p.  193,  Milvsia,  Rom.  SfC 
p.  90.,  Scrlio  deir  ArohUm.  lib.  iii.,  and  Bellori  and  Swiresio^ 
engravings,  Degli  Archi  Trionfali. 
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recognise  the  emperor  in  liis  military  cloak,  making 
an  address  to  his  generals,  and  surrounded  by  the 
standards  of  the  Roman  legions.  This  precedes 
the  assault  of  the  city,  probably  Nisibis  of  Meso- 
potamia, which  is  discovered  in  the  higher  part  of 
the  same  bas-relief,  strongly  fortified  by  walls  and 
square  towers.  The  costume  of  the  barbarians, 
wherever  they  appear,  is  easily  distinguished  from 
that  of  the  Romans.  Tlie  sculpture  near  the 
church  of  S.  Adriano  is,  in  some  respects,  better 
preserved.  The  activity  of  the  emperor  is  repre-i 
seated  in  hiying  out  a  camp,  and  then  in  directing 
the  strokes  of  the  battering-ram  against  the  waits 
of  the  fortress  j  but  the  detail  is  recognised  with 
difficulty. 

On  the  other  front,  tlie  square  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  spectator  represents  similar  actions  of  the 
emperor.  In  one  place  he  is  haranguing  his  soldiers, 
and  then  in  the  act  of  attacking  a  large  and  well- 
fortified  city,  which  of  course  is  destined  to  fall 
into  his  hands,  Tlie  remaining  bas-relief  is  in 
better  preservation,  and  is  supposed  to  exhibit  the 
taking  of  Ctesiphon,  the  capital  of  the  Parthian 
kingdom ;  and  the  river  which  appears  in  tlic 
corner  of  the  square  probably  means  the  Tigris. 
The  barbarians  are  imploring  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror,  and  the  suppliant  chiefs  are  suing  for 
peace  in  his  presence  ;  and  if  there  be  any  thing 
else  which  arrests  the  eye  of  the  curious  spectator, 
he  may  consult  the  historians  who  relate  the  con- 
quests of  Severus,  and  solve  the  riddles  of  the 
corroded  marble.*" 

^  Vide   Dif)7t    CassiuSt   lib.  Ixxv.   p.   1263..   and  Herodian, 
lib.  iii.  9.  21.,  and  Spartitin,  in  vita  Severij  cap.ix.  and  xvi. 
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This  ai'ch  was  first  excavated  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  Michael  Angelo,  and  also  at  two  subse- 
quent periods*  In  1774?  several  fragments  of 
columns  of  granite,  brcscia,  and  Greek  marble 
were  discovered  near  it,  and  a  pedestal  with  two 
inscriptions  relating  to  Diocletian  written  over 
otliers  of  the  time  of  Lucius  Verus.'**  Finally,  in 
the  year  1803,  as  the  notice  of  Pius  VII.  declares, 
it  was  brought  into  its  actual  state ;  and  tlie  an- 
cient pavement  now  points  out  the  footsteps  of 
the  triumph  as  it  ascended  from  the  Forum  to  the 
Capitoline  hill.  , 

Near  the  churcli  of  S-  Martina  was  found  an 
inscription  making  mention  of  a  "  Secretariura 
Senatus  j "  which,  having  been  established  by  Fla- 
vianuR,  a  certain  pnefect  of  the  city,  was  restored 
by  a  successor  named  Epiphanius,*'  This  building 
is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  for  the  senate  of 
Ckristia?i  Rome,  when  the  "  Curia"  of  the  pagans 
had  either  fallen  into  ruins,  or  become  an  object 
of  pious  abhorrence.  The  supposition  is  founded 
on  the  dale  of  Flavianus*s  praifecture  (being 
about  the  year  400),  and  a  passage  in  Procopius, 
who  mentions  the  senate  as  being  near  the  temple 
of  Janus.*  This  temple  is  allowed  to  have  stood 
at  no  great  distance  from  the  church  of  S.  Martina. 


**  These  inscriptions  are  publiehed  by  the  Ahbate  Amaduzzi 
in  Anecd,  Litter,  torn.  liL  p.  463.    Roma,  l??^. 

**"  See  this  inscription  in  Nardini,  torn.  ii.  p.  230.,  or  in 
Nibln/s  Forum,  p.  151.  K  Epiphanius  was  prtefect  in  the  year 
^\%  the  fire  which  had  consumed  the  building  might  have 
formed  part  of  the  destruction  made  by  Alaric  in  the  sack  of 
Rome. 

•  Sec  Note  C  C  C. 
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About  the  same  spot  were  found  those  beautiful 
bas-reliefs  whicli  are  now  placed  in  the  walls  of 
the  staircase  of  the  Palazzo  Conservator].  It  is 
easy  to  suppose  again  that  Flavianus,  with  his 
limited  resources  in  a  declining  state,  could  only 
accomplisli  his  object  either  by  transforming  some 
ancient  edifice,  or  at  least  making  use  of  the  mate- 
rials. In  laying  the  foundations  of  the  church 
of  S.  Adriano  in  1665,  a  marble  pedestal  was 
discovered,  bearing  an  inscription  in  which  there 
was  mention  of  a  Basilica.  The  front  of  the 
church  is  built  upon  some  ancient  walls,  which 
seem  to  indicate  the  form  of  a  large  rectangular 
building.  With  this  idea  of  a  Basilica,  we  must 
now  seek  for  a  name.  Among  the  fragments  of 
the  Pianta  Capitolina  there  is  one*^  which  exhibits 
partially  the  "  Basilica  EmQia;"  and  towards  the 
circular  extremity  is  inscribed  the  word  liber- 
TATTs.  On  the  flank  is  a  separate  building,  rect- 
angular and  surrounded  by  columns ;  and  this, 
by  the  way,  cannot  be  the  "  Sccrctarium  Scnatus," 
which  was  not  built  until  two  centuries  after  the 
date  of  the  Pianta  Capitolina.  Emilius  Paulus  did 
certainly  renew  an  old  Basilica  situated  in  ike  mid- 
die  of  the  Forum  ;  and  he  built  a  second  entirely, 
making  it  very  magnificent.  Cicero,  who  gives 
these  intimations^,  describes  the  Forum,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  new  Basilica,  as  enlarged  as  far 
as  the  Hall  of  Liberty  (Atrium  Libertatis) ;  and 


*'  See  the  map  entitled  Vestigie  di  Roma  Antica  (Fram- 
ntenl.  No.  17.). 

**  Cicero  ad  Attiatm,  lib.  iv.  ep.  13.  This  enlarging  of  the 
Forum  cost  nearly  300,000/.    Compare  Plutarch  in  Casar.  §  37. 
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Plutarch  darkly  intimates  that  the  passage  into  the 
Forum  for  those  arriving  straightyrowi  the  Viininal 
hill  was  by  the  Basilica  Emilia.*'^  Putting  together, 
therefore,  the  word  "  Basilica"  in  the  inscription  ; 
the  word  "  Libcrtatis"  in  the  marble  fragment  and 
in  tlie  passage  of  Cicero,  together  with  Plutarch's 
hint — and  "we  feel  our  way  to  err  ;"  (and  here  we 
shall  add  nothing  about  the  columns  of  Plirygian 
marble,  for  wliich  the  Basilica  was  celebrated", 
having  been  employed  in  erecting  the  church  of 
S,  Paul  on  the  Via  Ostiensis  !)  But  if,  according  to 
P.  Victor,  one  of  the  Basilicas  of  Paulus  was  in  the 
fourth  region,  and  the  other  in  the  eighth,  but  in  tlie 
middle  of  ike  Forum,  how  could  either  of  them  be 
at  the  church  of  S.  Adriano?^^  and  whether  Fla^ 
vianus  establislied  his  Christian  senate  upon  or 
out  of  the  rains  of  tlie  Basilica,  ^\ith  the  Hall  of 
Liberty,  what  antiquary  can  tell  ?  But  we  must 
hasten  from  this  obscure  corner  ^^,  iest  tlie  temple 


*&  Plutarch  in  GaBa,  §  32. 

***  "  Nonne  inter  magnifica  Basilicam  Paul!  columnis  et  phry- 
gibus  mirabilem."  —  PHn,  Nat  HisL  lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  15. ;  and 
coiif.  Appian.  de  Bell.  Civil,  lib.  ii.  p.  \-]fS.  edit.  Stephan.  1592. 
and  Tarlt.  AmmL  lib.  iii.  cap.  72.  The  idea  of  those  columns 
having  been  taken  tf>  decorate  S.  Paul's  Basilica  is  grounded  on 
the  aptitude  of  time  and  the  coincidence  of  the  material,  of 
which  now  but  a  melancholy  specimen  remains. 

*'  This  IB  a  very  natural  question  for  an  impartial  observef 
to  ask ;  but  a  Roman  antiquary  soon  settles  it :  —  '*  Cicerone 
la  coUoca  nel  mezzo  del  Foro  *  Paulus  in  medio  Fori  (it  should 
be  Foro)  Basilicam/  &c.,  che  corrispondc  alia  nostra  situazione  I  " 
—  VenuH,  AiUichitd  di  Romuy  torn.  i.  p.  94. 

^2  These  things,  however  doubtful,  arc  not  without  some 
degree  of  interest  and  instruction  ;  and  as  it  is  of  no  conse- 
quence to  me  to  establish  any  particular  theory  where  the  mate- 
rials are  evidently  insufficient,  I  have  chosen  to  leave  some  room 
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of  Saturn  come  amongst  us  and  devour  all  these 
conjectures  ! 

In  following  the  public  walk  towards  the  temple 
of  Antoninus,  \vc  are  supposed  to  be  moving  along 
the  east  side  of  the  Forum,  harag  on  our  left  the 
Forum  of  Julius  Caesar.  As  there  are  no  vestiges 
of  antiquity,  it  is  proposed  to  fill  up  the  space  with 
tlie  "  Tabernce,"  or  shops  mentioned  by  Livy '*\ 
where  Virginius  found  the  butchei-'s  knife  that 
saved  the  honour  of  his  daughter. 

Having  now  had  a  specimen  of  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  a  survey  of  the  Forum,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  arrive  at  the  arch  of  Fabius :  but 
it  only  exists  in  the  writings  of  ancient  authors. 
It  is,  however,  some  relief  to  have  the  second 
angle  of  the  Forum,  as  it  were,  granted.  Piranesi 
did  not  scruple  to  fix  the  site  of  this  arch^^  in  a 
line  with  that  of  Sept.  ScveruH,  and  opposite  the 
three  celebrated  columns.     Trebellius  Pollio*^*,  in 

here  for  the  exercise  of  the  reader's  ingenuity.  He  will  have 
to  put  into  this  corner  of  the  Forum  (w^ithout  enumerating  the 
objects  now  standing  there)  the  Basilica  of  Paulus,  the  "  Secre- 
tarium  Senatus,"  the  temple  of  Janus,  the  "  Trita  Fata,"  the 
temple  of  Saturn,  &c.  Tlie  old  antiquaries  tliought  a  passage  in 
Servius  on  the  1 16th  verse  of  ^^neid,  ii.  decisive  as  to  the  lust- 
named  temple  being  at  the  church  of  S.  Martina.  Nardini, 
however,  transferred  it  to  tlie  other  side  of  the  Forum,  and 
with  the  entire  approbation  of  Professor  Nibby  (Foro  Romano^ 
p,  108.).     But  Bee  tiie  subject  resumed  in  this  Dissertation. 

*^  Lib.  ill.  cap.  48.  anno  Urbie,  305,  and  lib.  xxvi.  cap.  27- 
Tliese  were  in  all  probability  the  same  as  the  "  Tabernfie  Ar- 
gcntariaj,"  (for  compare  JuvtnuL  Sat,  i.  J04»)  which  the  insult- 
ing Annibal  set  up  for  public  sale.  See  TU,  Liv,  lib.  xxvi. 
cap.  1 1. 

**  Antwhitdy  S^c,  No.  24-9. 

"  De  Sahnin.  Ga/Iieno,  cap,  i.  "  In  pede  montis  Romulei, 
hoc  est  ante  Sacram  Viam,  intra  teraplum  Faustinse  advecta  ad 
arcum  Fabinnum." 
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describing  the  position  of  the  statue  of  the  younger 
Gallienus,  remarks:  —  "It  was  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount  Romulus,  L  e*  the  Palatine,  before  the  Via 
Sacra,  on  this  side  [witliin]  the  temple  of  Faustina 
brought  towards  the  Fabian  arch,"  "  Ifj"  says 
Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations  **,  "  I  am  jostled  in  a 
crowd,  and  pushed  against  the  arch  of  Fabius,  I 
do  not  accuse  the  person  at  the  top  of  the  Via 
Sacra,  but  him  who  really  rushes  against  me : "  an 
obvious  paraphrase  on  this  rhetoric  will  add  —  **  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Via  Sacra."  When  the  populace 
insulted  Cato  in  the  Forum,  and  tore  otf  his  robes, 
he  was  dragged,  says  Seneca  *',  from  the  Rostrum 
to  the  Fabian  arch :  the  object  of  the  mob  being  to 
take  him  out  of  the  forum,  we  have  here  another 
hint  to  the  purpose.  From  these  authorities, 
applied  to  the  present  state  of  the  ground,  the 
point  of  communication  with  the  Via  Sacra  and 
the  Forum  may  be  laid  down  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy. Were  it  not  for  this  important  topography, 
the  name  of  Fabius  migjit  have  slept  with  his  long- 
ago- demolished  trophy  :  not  that  he  was  inglorious, 
for  he  was  a  censor ;  and,  returning  victorious  from 
beyond  the  Alps,  w^as  rewarded  witli  the  title  of 
Allobrox  and  an  honorary  arch.*^ 


*«  Pro  Plancioy  §  7. 

^^  Seneca  de  Constantia  SapientU,  cap.  i. 

*^  "  Fornix  Fabianus  arcus  est  juxtji  regiam  in  Sacra  Via,  a 
Fabio  censore  constructus,  .  .  .  ibique  statua  ejus  posita 
propterea  est.**  —  Asconiiis  in  Orat.  eon,  Vtrrtm^  xi.  J  7. 

'Hie  expression  which  Asconius  here  uses,  "  in  Sacra  Via,"  is 
not  quite  accurate,  because  the  arch  was  in  the  eighth  region  ; 
yet,  as  it  stood  on  the  very  confines,  and  led  immediately  into 
the  Via  Sacra,  the  expression  cannot  be  called  incorrect.  All 
the  authors  here  cited  call  the  arch  a  "  Fornix,"  by  which  they 
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Independently  of  the  temple  of  Janus,  to  which 
we  have  akeady  alluded,  there  were  in  the  Forum 
two  arches,  with  a  clear  space  left  between  them, 
called  "  Medius  Janus."  It  was  there  where  the 
effects  of  bankrupts  were  sold,  and  where  usurers 
and  borrowers  assembled  to  transact  their  business. 
The  only  intimations  we  have  as  to  the  position  of 
those  Januses  are  found  in  Acron,  a  sclioliast  of 
Horace*"*,  and  in  P.  Victor;  they  stood,  obsei-ves 
the  former,  before  the  Basilica  of  Paulus  ^milius. 
It  has  been  seen  on  what  slender  authority  that 
Basilica  is  placed  at  the  church  of  S.  Adrianoj 
notwithstanding^,  we  are  ready  to  admit  it  was  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Forum.  Victor  is  more  definite ; 
in  his  recapitulation  he  says,  "  Januses,  faced  with 
marble  and  ornamented  with  statues,  existed  in  all 
the  regions:  the  two  principal  ones  (tiiat  is,  the 
two  we  are  now  speaking  of)  were  at  the  arch  of 
Fabuis,  an  upper  and  a  lower  one."  Whilst,  there- 
fore, this  authority  leads  us  to  find  tlie  rendezvous 
of  the  usurers  near  this  second  angle  of  the  Forum, 
it  brings  tlie  Basilica  j^milia  out  of  the  crowd  we 
left  about  the  arch  of  Septimius  Severus ;  which, 
to  say  the  least,  is  some  relief  to  our  local  em- 
barrassment. Let  the  mid  Janus  therefore  be  situ- 
ated on  the  public  walk  before  we  arrive  opposite 
the  three  columns.  We  now  turn  to  that  side  of 
the  Forum  which  lies  under  the  Palatine  hill. 

It  can  scarcely  be  said  that  any  one  of  the 
monuments   remaining  in  the   Roman   Forum  is 


intend  a  single  vault  without  ornament.     The  achievements  of 
Fabius  may  be  read  in  Florusj  Hist.  lib.  iii.  cap*  2. 

""  In  Ep,  i.  lib.  it.   Ibid,  Sai^.  iii.  lib.  ii.  18. ;  and  conf.  Cicero 
</•  OfficixSf  lib.  ii.  cap.  25. 
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positively  known  to  be  what  it  is  called.  The  tem- 
ples on  the  "  Clivus  Capitolinus"  may,  perhaps, 
be  considered  as  riglitly  named;  for  it  would  be 
too  sceptical  to  doubt  the  site  of  the  temple  of 
Concord  and  the  remains  of  that  of  Jupiter  To- 
nans :  but,  on  the  side  of  the  Forum  we  are  now 
entering  upon,  the  names  of  the  ruins  have 
changed  with  the  theories  of  antiquaries ;  and  the 
circumstance  of  their  yet  being  matter  of  dispute 
shows  that  the  proofs  are  insufficient  to  establish 
their  identity.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the 
once  magnificent  edifice  to  wliich  the  three  cele- 
brated cohunns  belong :  it  has  been  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Stator,  of  Castor  and  Pollux,  the  bridge 
of  Caligula,  the  Comitium,  Graecostasis,  and  what 
not!  and  now  it  stands  at  the  last  name,  which  is 
maintained  with  the  aid  of  a  fragment  of  the  Pianta 
CapitoUna-^*'  The  title,  however,  depends  much 
upon  its  relative  position  with  the  adjacent  ruin  of 
brick-work,  commonly  called  the  "  Curia  j  **  but 
for  this  there  is  even  less  authority,  besides  getting 
over  the  claim  wliich  the  house  of  Caligula  has 


i 


^  Camucci  {AiUichHil  di  lioma,  p.  30.)  and  the  old  school  of 
antiquaries  took  up  the  name  of  Jupittr  Stator,  perhaps,  ae  they 
found  iU  Nardini  dismissed  it  along  with  Caligula*s  bridge  with 
contempt  (torn,  ii,  p.  151.),  and  established  the  Comitium;  the 
temple  of  Castor  and  Pollux  never  at  any  time  prevailed  (sec 
Venutij  tom.  i.  p.  75.).  Guattani  put  the  columns  into  the 
Curia  (i?o»i-a,  tom.  i.  p.  25.),  turning  Milizia,  Palladioj  and  all 
such  men,  adrift.  The  architect  Luigi  Canina,  who  has  lately 
published  a  new  plan  of  Rome,  gives  Professor  Nibby  the  credit 
of  having  first  made  the  application  of  the  fragment.  The 
letters  GRRCOST  indicate  plainly  enough  wliat  edifice  is  meant; 
but  the  professor  is  obliged  to  confess  some  "  piccole  differ- 
enze"  when  compared  with  the  vestiges  themselves.  (See  F'oro 
Homanot  p.  64.) 
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upon  it''' :  and,  in  short,  so  scanty  are  the  mate- 
rials for  affording  even  the  "pleasure  of  doubting,** 
that  the  senate-house,  and  the  objects  depending 
upon  its  position,  have  either  been  abandoned  in- 
despair,  or  left  to  rejoice  in  the  popular  name  of  a 
•*  Cicerone."  But,  before  proceeding  to  bring  th& 
evidence  of  antiquity  to  bear  upon  the  nomencla- 
ture of  these  edifices,  let  us  first  examine  the  ruins- 
themselves. 

The  three  fluted  columns  of  Greek  marble,  with- 
the  rich  entablature  fortunately  remaining,  have 
furnished  architects,  ever  since  the  revival  of  the 
arts,  with  a  perfect  model  of  the  Corinthian  order. 
The  entire  flank  of  the  building  to  wliich  they 
belonged  had  thirteen  such,  and  tlie  front  eight. 
This  portico  was  reared  upon  a  substruction  or 
basement  which  was  twenty-six  feet  high,  com- 
posed of  tufo  and  peperine  stone  mingled  with 
slighter  materials.  In  continuation  with  the  three 
columns,  the  foundation  line  of  the  basement  is- 
indicatcd  by  the  mouldings  which  were  found  on 
the  spot,  and  have  been  adjusted  upon  the  original 
IcveL  The  space  so  designated  will  just  admit  of 
three  columns  more,  so  tltat,  to  make  up  the  tliirteen, 
seven  more  must  be  reckoned  on  the  line  produced 
the  other  way:  this  will  bring  the  extremity  a 
little  within  the  habitations  joining  the  large  brick 
ruin;  the  end  or  side  corresponding  to  the  front 
will  then  be  carried  across  at  a  right  angle,  allow- 
ing sufficient  space  for  eight  columns,  and  the 
rectangle  contained  by  these  two  lines,  measuring 

'1  This  is  PiraDcsi'a  opinion  (AfitickitH,  S^c.  p.  31-.),  applau<Ied 
by  Venuti'B  editor,  torn.  i.  p.  71.,  but  by  no  one  else  that  I 
know  of. 
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about  160  feet  by  90,  will  easily  be  completed. 
Tliese  facts  are  ascertained  by  the  excavations 
which  were  made,  in  1817i  for  the  purpose  of 
finding  the  angles  of  the  edifice  ;  and  the  places  are 
still  left  open.  The  elevation  or  front,  as  exhibited 
in  our  plan  on  the  section  line,  was  turned  towards 
the  east  side  of  the  Forum ;  the  marks  of  the  steps 
are  still  visible  in  the  mass  of  the  basement :  some 
fragments  of  them,  restored  to  their  places,  show 
they  were  of  marble,  as  was  also  the  facing  of  the 
whole  substructing  mass.  On  the  mouldings  of 
the  basement,  which  are  on  the  spot,  will  be  ob- 
served certain  marks  indicating  the  cong^  of  some- 
thing like  a  pilaster :  the  meaning  of  this  is,  that 
the  facing  of*  the  substructions  did  not  present  a 
uniform  surface,  but  was,  as  it  were,  panelled  by 
means  of  those  slight  buttresses  which  some  think 
arc  the  "  Scamilli  Impares"  of  Vitruvius.*^  The 
steps  were  so  constructed  that  a  person  might 
begin  to  ascend  from  either  side  of  the  elevation 
until  he  reached  the  landing  where  the  lateral 
brand  itis  united  with  the  front  one,  whence  they 
continued  in  the  same  flight  to  the  portico.  The 
marks  alluded  to  as  now  visible  indicate  one  of 
the  lateral  ascents.  It  is  now  generally  allow^ed 
that  the  portico  was  a  peripteros ;  and  between  it 
and  the  adjacent  edifice  was  room  enough  for  a 
passage.  It  was  near  those  three  columns  where 
the  fragments  of  the  "Fasti  Consulares,"  now  pre- 
served in  the  Campidoglio,  were  found  in  the  six- 
teenth century, 

The  solid  brick  walls  called  the  remains  of  the 


^2  Dc  Architect,  lib.  iii.  cap.  3. 
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senate-house  are  blended  witli  the  houses  of  the 
Caiiijjo  Vaccino ;  but  not  so  as  to  prevent  the 
spectator  from  distinguishing  clearly  the  form  of 
the  ancient  edifice.  The  space  which  it  has  occu- 
pied must  have  been  about  120  feet  square,  exclu- 
sive of  the  portico,  steps,  or  ingress  of  whatever 
nature  that  might  be ;  the  walls  are  strengthened  by 
a  number  of  blind  arclies:  some  recesses  in  the 
walls  within  have  been  observed  by  architects ; 
and  there  are  some  portions  of  buttresses  project- 
ing from  without.  The  construction  answers  to 
the  Augustan  age  of  brick-work.  In  174^  a  pave- 
ment of  "giallo  antico"  was  discovered,  at  a  depth 
of  45  Roman  palms  :  it  bore  marks  of  having  been 
touched  by  fire*  ^  This  discovery  has  induced 
restorers  to  draw  a  portico  in  front  of  the  build- 
ing, which,  if  truly  represented*",  will  bring  the 
fabric  a  considerable  way  htlo  the  Fonim :  conse- 
quently, the  words  of  Suetonius,  speaking  of  Cali- 
gula's house  ["  usque  ad  Forum"],  will  hardly  be 
ap]>licable.  ^  Besides,  the  whole  is  separated  from 
the  ruins  of  the  palace  by  a  distance  of  about 
SOO  feet,  and  is  in  no  wise  symmetrical  with  the 


^    VenuH,  Antichita,  Sfc,  torn.  i.  p.  71- 

^  See  the  "  Pianta  Ristaurata  del  Palazzo  dei  Casari"  by 
Constontine  Thon  (in  letter  G). 

^  "  Partem  Pulutii  ud  Forura  usque  promovit,  atque,  icde 

Caatoria  et  PoUucis  in  veslibulum  transfigurata,  consistens  sa?pe 
inter  fratres  Dcos  medius,  sc  adorandum  adcuntibus  cxhibcbat." 
— /»  vU,  CidiguL  cap.  xxii. 

Tliis  will  be  found  a  most  useful  ])assage»  with  which  compare 
the  follow mg  !  —  To,  ti  AiooTtei/pfiov,  to  iv  tw  ayop%  T^*Pk'/*»ry  tvy 
BiaTCjfxwv  8j«  /Atffov  rvv  dlya>./AaTk;v,  ilV«5»y  5*'  avhZ  <;  to  xaXacTiBv 
iirojiJa'aTo,  <I»w<  nal  irvXwptK  Tftt^  Aiflffxib^ot/f  («c  >s  Mai  t>,iycy)  tx?^''~* 
Dio9t  Cass,  lib.  lix.  p.  93^.  tom.ii. 
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supposed  works  of  Caligula;  nor  can  we  see  the 
great  resemblance  in  tlie  brick-work.  Neither  can 
it  be  supposed  that  the  encroachments  of  that  mad 
emperor  would  have  been  suffered  to  remain  as  a 
disgrace  to  tlie  city  in  more  virtuous  times.  What- 
ever he  constructed  beyond  tiic  limits  of  tlie  pa- 
latine would,  no  doubt,  liave  shared  the  fate  of 
Nero's  extravagant  operations.  For  these  and 
many  other  reasons  we  arc  obliged  to  reject  the 
opinion  of  Piranesi,  who  would  make  this  ruin 
»part  of  Caligula's  house,  wliich  he  advanced  as  far 
as  tlie  Fonun.  This  clears  the  way  for  the  name 
of  the  "  Curia;  "  the  merits  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  nature  of  the  object  itself,  we  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine. 

The  number  of  the  "Curiae,"  or  divisions  (thirty), 
instituted  by  Romulus,  is  said  to  have  remained 
unaltered.  Each  Curia  had  its  chapel  or  temple 
ibr  the  performance  of  religious  rites  :  and  as  they 
were  inaugurated  places,  the  senate  might,  as  oc- 
Ciision  required,  assemble  in  them.  Hence  the 
word  Curia  itself  came  to  signify  the  place  where 
the  senate  was  accustomed  to  meet.  ^  The  Curiae 
in  this  sense  were,  however  (according  to  Varro), 
of  two  kinds  ;  the  one  where  the  priests  took  care 
of  dixdne  matters,  and  the  other  where  the  senate 
took  council  for  human  affairs.*  Without  dwelling 
upon  the  Curia  Calabra,  which  is  said  to  have 
stood  near  the  house  of  Manlius,  on  the  Tarpeian 


w  Vide  Pompon,  Jurisconsult,  de  Jur,  Griffin,  lib.  ii.  and  Aidus 
Gdliusy  lib.  xiv.  cap.  7. ;  and  consult  Pitinais,  Lexicon  AiUiquiL 
toin.  i.  p.  612.  edit.  Veneliisj  1719. 

•  See  Note  DDD. 
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rock^,  the  Curia  Hostilia  is  that  which  most  fre- 
quently occurs  in  the  liistory  of  Rome  ;  and  Varro 
instances  it  as  the  place  where  the  senate  especially 
assembled,  "  before  which,"  he  adds,  "  the  Rostra 
stood."  This  building,  as  the  epithet  imports, 
WHS  thought  to  have  been  originally  made  by  Tul- 
lius  Hostilius  [u,  c.  circiter  100]  :  in  it  all  the  im- 
portant business  of  the  republic  was  transacted ; 
for,  until  the  time  of  Sylla  [a,  u.  c.  7*^-3i  we  read 
of  no  change  ever  made  in  the  original  senate- 
house.^^  It  was  set  on  fire  when  the  body  of  the 
tribune  Clodius  was  burnt,  on  which  occasion 
Cicero,  in  his  defence  of  Milo^,  thus  speaks  :  — 
'*  That  the  shrine  of  sanctity,  of  dignity,  of  de- 
liberation, of  public  counsel;  tliat  the  soul  of  the 
city,  the  altar  of  our  allies,  the  haven  of  all  na- 
tions—  the  spot  assigned  by  the  universal  consent 
of  the  Roman  people  to  the  senatorial  rank  alone — 
should  be  committed  to  the  flames  —  should  be 
utterly  destroyed  —  should  be  polluted!  and  tliis 
not  done  by  a  misguided  multitude  (although  that 
were  a  mournful  event),  but  by  one  wlio,  in  the 
character  of  a  revenger,  committed  such  an  outrage 
for  the  person  when  dead,  and  dared  not  in  the 
cliaracter  of  a  leader  attempt  any  thing  for  him 
when  alive !  Nay,  rather,  he  threw  his  corpse 
into  the  Curia  that  the  enemy,  when  dead,  might 
set  that  on  fire  which,  when  alive,  he  had  thrown 
into  commotion  !     Have  we  ever  seen  any  thing 


•'  MacrobiuSf  SatumaL  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  But  Pitiscus,  as  re- 
ferred to  abwe,  enumerates  all  the  Curiae  that  were  used  for 
asBemblies  in  Rome. 

«*  Dim%  CojisiMt  lib.  xl.  torn.  i.  p.  254. 

^^  Pro  Miioney  §  xxxiii. ;  and  conf.  Dion  Cass,  lib.  xl.  p.  253. 
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more  calamitous,  more  painful,  more  grievous  tlian 
this  ? "  Asconius,  in  his  commentary  on  this 
oration,  remarks  that  the  body  of  P.  Clodius  was 
burnt  with  the  benches  and  the  tribunals,  the 
tables  and  archives,  of  the  senate;  and  the  Basilica 
Porcia,  which  was  close  adjoining,  was  involved  in 
the  same  conflagration. "°  The  mischief  was  re- 
paired by  Faustus,  the  son  of  Sylla  '^ ;  but  we  are 
not  informed  in  what  manner  he  restored  or  rebuilt 
it.  Previously  tliey  had  ascended  to  it  by  a  flight 
of  steps,  as  appears  from  Li\'y*s  account  of  the 
death  of  old  Servius  ;  for  Tarquin  carried  him,  it 
is  said,  out  of  the  Curia,  and  threw  him  down  the 
steps  to  the  bottom,^  In  all  probability  the  same 
construction  was  observed  by  Sylla's  son.  It  was, 
however,  destroyed  a  second  time,  as  Dion  Cassius 
informs  us,  on  pretence  of  erecting  a  temple  on 
the  spot  to  Eutuchia  (Felicity);  but  in  reaUty  to  do 
away  with  the  name  of  Sylla.  ^**  It  then  fell  to  the 
lot  of  Julius  Caesar  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  new 
senate-house,  which  was  completed  by  the  tri- 
umvirs after  his  death  [a.  u.c.711];  and  from 
him  it  obtained  the  additional  name  of  Julia." 


70  «  Quo  igne  gt  ipsa  tjuoque  Curia  flagravit,  et  item  Porcia 
Basilica,  qutc  eriit  ei  juncta,  ambusta  est."  —  Ascwtius  in  Oral, 
pro  Mihrte.  §  xxxii. 

7*  Sec  Diofi  Cas^iuSt  lib-xl.  tom.i.  p.  ^o"!*. ;  on  which  Cicero 
remarks:  —  '^  Equidem  Curiam  nostram  HostUiam  dico,  non 
banc  novain,  quae  mihi  minor  esse  vldetur,  postea  qumn  major." 
—  De  FinibuSy  lib.  v.  cap.  1. 

'-  Tit  Liv,  lib.  i.  cap.  18. ;  and  conf.  Dimiys,  HaUcar,  lib.  iv. 
lorn.  i.  p,  232.  edit.  Oxon.  1704. 

7*  Dion  Cassius,  lib.  xliv.  torn,  i.  p.  383. 

"■*  To  BouXsuT-^jiioj'  TO  'loiiXiov  (XTt'  aiiToV  -nXtiBiyy  vapo.  t^  Kofjurf^  c5»o- 
^fflff^ty^  JKoSfl'^av,  wQ-iTfip  l4^,pttrro,  —  Ibid.  lib.  xlvji.  p.  SOi*.,  and 
lib.  xlv,  p.  432.  Compare  Aui.  Geti,  Auic,  Nod,  lib.  xiv. 
cap.  7. 


DISS,  Vn,  AND    THE    CAPITOL.  36S 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  built  on  the  self- 
same spot  where  tlie  old  one  had  stood.  It  was 
consecrated  by  Augustus,  and  also  embellished  by 
him^^;  but,  except  some  mention  of  a  statue  of 
Victory  and  an  altar  of  Aujrtistus,  which  were  re- 
moved by  the  senate  under  Valeiitiaian  II.,  tins  is 
all  we  know  of  the  Curia  Julia.  What  then  are  the 
probabihties  that  the  ruin  in  question  directs  us 
to  the  spot  where  the  seiiate  assembled?  First, 
the  brick-work  is  conformable  to  the  time  of  Au- 
gustus ;  secondly,  tlie  form  of  the  edifice  is  adapted 
to  the  purpose;  thirdly,  if  antiquaries  are  at  all 
correct  in  the  general  outlines  of  the  Forum, 
and  we  assume  our  third  angle  at  the  church  of 
S,  Thcodoro,  the  situation  answers  to  the  few  hints 
left  us  in  ancient  autliors,  pointing  out  the  Curia 
as  in  a  central  part  of  the  Forum.  '^ 

The  Rostra,  from  wliich  the  orators  harangued  tlie 
people  assembled  in  tlie  open  air,  stood  upon  a  cir- 
cular basement;  but  the  top  part  of  it,  as  appears 
from  a  medal  ^,  was  square*     On  the  outside  were 


^*  Dion  Cassius,  lib.  ti.  torn.  i.  p.  654.  Hemditm  in  viL  Gor- 
dian,  lib.  vii.  p.  259.  edit,  Oxon.  1678, ;  aiid  Piin.  Hist,  Nai, 
lib.  XXXV.  cap.  iv.  aiid  xi. 

'^  It  will  be  necessary  to  recur  frequently  to  the  two  following 
authorities :  —  "  Curia  Hostilia  . .  Ante  banc  Rostra. ....  Sub 
dextera  hujus  [Curiae]  a  Comitio  locus  substructus,  ubi  na- 
tion um  fiubsisterent  legati,  qui  ad  Senatum  essent  niissi.  Is 
Grtccostasis  appellutur  a  parte,  ut  multa.  Senaculum  supra 
Gnccostasin,  ubi  cedes  Concordiac  ct  Basilica  Opiraia." —  Varro 
de  Ling*  LaL  lib.  iv.  cap,  S2. 

**  Erant  cnim  tunc  Rostra  non  eo  loco  qui  nunc  sunt,  sed  ad 
Comitiunif  prope  juncta  Curiae."  —  Asconitts  in  Oral*  pro  Mi- 
low,  $  V. 

7'  Sec  the  impression  in  Nardini,  torn.  ii.  tav.i.  No,  17. 
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affixed  those  brazen  beaks  (rostra)  which  once  be- 
longed to  the  captured  vessels  of  the  Antiates'®: 
hence  the  appellation,  which  was  usually  put  in  the 
plural  number,  Julius  Caesar  established  a  second, 
but  he  did  not  remove  the  old  one,  as  is  evident 
from  the  words  of  Dion  Cassius  and  Suetonius, 
who  mention  both  as  existing  at  the  same  time  ^ ; 
and  the  Rcgionary  has  "  Rostra  II."  A  distinction 
was  made  between  them  by  the  epithets  "  vctera" 
and  "  Julia : "  the  former  was  in  the  middle  of 
the  Forum,  the  latter  in  front  of  Cesar's  temple. 
But  the  old  Rostrum  is  the  most  interesting  to  us ; 
and  this,  Varro  says,  stood  in  front  of  the  Curia, 
or,  as  Asconius,  near  to  it.  But  Dion  Cassius 
places  the  Rostrum  in  question  in  the  middle  of  the 
Forum  ;  therefore  the  Curia  behind  it  was  also  in 
the  middle, — that  is,  in  the  middle  of  the  side  :  for 
the  poet  Claudian,  who  must  be  alluding  to  the 
old  Rostra,  describes  it  as  overlooked  by  the  impe- 
rial palace.^     It  is  true,  this  chain  of  evidence  is 


78  Tit  Liv,  lib,  viii.  cap,  12. 

tnjfMO-iCV  .  •  ■  Xiyw  iv  aur^  [AugUSto]]    twovSc    iireX^'faTO. —  Dion- 
Cass,  lib.  Ivi.  p.  833.  torn.  ii. 

ayEX'^purBTf,  ~~  Jhid.  lib.  xliii,  p.  376. 

"  Verum,  adhibito  honoribus  modo,  bifariam  laudatus  est ;  pro 
aede  D.  Julii  a  Tiberio,  ct  pro  Uostris  veteribus  a  Druso,  TiberiL 
fillo."  —  Suet,  in  August,  cap.  ci. 

"  Attollens  apicem  subjectis  regia  Rostris 
Tot  drcura  delubra  videt,  tantisque  Deorum 
Cingitur  excubiis." 

Claudiufu  in  Consul,^ Honor,  vi.  41 
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SO  delicately  put  together,  that  it  is  easy  to  slip  a 
link,  and  then  the  whole  is  broken  :  for  if  the  sub- 
ject be  presented  in  its  naked  form,  the  problem 
will  stand  thus  :  —  "  Given  the  side  of  the  Pala- 
tine hill  and  the  square  brick  ruin,  to  find  tlic 
Curia  and  the  Rostra  in  the  middle  of  the  Forum  !  !*' 
We  must  therefore  be  content  vnth  the  general 
bearing  of  many  little  incidents,  and  consider  the 
celebrated  Rostra  as  having  stood  where  those 
modern  buildings  project  furthest  into  the  Campo 
Vaccino ;  and,  consequently,  the  square  brick 
building  as  the  remains  of  the  senate-house.  Upon 
the  validity  of  this  conclusion  mainly  depends  the 
name  of  Graicostasis,  which  is  now  given  to  the 
noble  edifice  of  the  three  columns. 

It  might  appear  useless  to  be  following  these  sha- 
dows, if  we  had  not  some  other  object  in  view  besides 
the  mere  identity.  In  meeting  the  names  of  build- 
ings which,  at  any  rate,  existed  in  the  Forum,  we 
have  an  opportiuiity  of  tracing  tlieir  history  and  ex- 
plaining their  use  ;  and  it  cannot  much  diminish  the 
instruction  thereby  afibrded  us  if  even  the  three 
columns  should  be  pressed  into  the  service  of  Cas- 
tor and  Pollux.  There  is  sufficient  proof  that  the 
Comitium  was  close  by  the  side  of  the  Curia;  and, 
combining  a  few  words  in  Plutarch  with  a  passage 
in  Festus  ^\  it  will  further  appear  that  it  was  on 


ambassadors  wlio  were  put  to  death  by  Lar  Tulumnius,  King 
of  Veil  (Cic,  Philip,  cap.  ix.  c,  2.),  and  of  others  who  suffered  on 
fiimilar  occasions.     Ibid*  and  Plin,  Hist,  NaL  lib.  xxxiv.  cap.  6. 

SI  «  Sacram  Viam  quidam  appellatam  esse  existimant,  quod 
in  ea  I'tsdus  ictum  sit  inter  lioniulum  ac  Tatium." — Festus  in 
verb.  Sacra  Vieu 

*0w9t    6c  ravTo,    TvviBoh  fA^^t   vvv   Koju/tiov  %a\tlTuif    K»u/jer   yip 
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the  side  nearest  the  Vui  Sacra.  Varro  and  Pliny" 
point  to  the  same  spot  in  mentioning  the  Graeco- 
stasis  ;  and  it  has  been  concluded  (with  great  ap- 
pearance oftrutli)  that  t!ie  two  objects,  though  at 
one  time  different^  were  ultimately  united  in  the 
same  building,  and  called  indiSerently  by  either 
name.  Varro  further  speaks  of  the  Graecostasis  as 
standing  on  an  elevated  basement,  which,  with  a 
fragment  of  the  Pianta  Capitolina,  suits  not  ill 
with  the  vestiges  of  this  portico.  We  find  among 
the  works  of  Antoninus  Pius  a  restoration  of  the 
Gra^costadium^;  and  surely  the  specimen  of  archi- 
tecture which  here  remains  is  worthy  of  that 
flourishing  period.  These  are  the  concurring  cir- 
cumstances which  justify  the  name  proposed  for 
this  noble  edifice  j  viz.  the  Coraitium,  or  Graico- 
stasis- 

The  Coraitium  was  originally  an  open  space 
marked  out  in  the  Forum,  where  the  assemblies 
called  "  Comitia  Curiata  "  took  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  ministers  of  religious  rites,  mak- 
ing laws  of  a  certain  description,  deciding  some 


•P»juo»(  TO  oTjyc'K&gTv  xaKevfft,  —  Plutarch  in  vit.  Homult,  p.  30. 
torn.  i.  odit.  Lutctia,  Paris.  1624>;  and  compare  Tit.  Liv. 
lib.  xlv.  cap.  20. 

^  See  Varro,  cited  in  Note  76.  p.  362.  "  Flavius  vovit  acdem 
Concordia;  ,  .  ,  ex  mulctatitia  fceneratoribus  condcmnatis 
ffidiculam  scream  fecit  in  Grai^costasi,  quae  tunc  supra  Comitium 
erat."  —  Plin,  Hist  Nat  lib.xxxiii.  cap.  1. 

Livy  mcDtions  this  temple  of  C.  Flavius  as  being  in  the 
"  area  Vulcani,"  lib.  ix.  cap.  46. 

^  Julius  C^itolm*  in  vit  Atitonin,  Pit,  cap.  viii.  It  was  on 
this  occasion,  when  the  Comitium  had  become  as  it  were  iisc- 
less,  that  Professor  Nibby  supposes  it  to  have  been  united  with 
the  Grscostasis. 
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suits,  and  inflicting  punisliment  on  criminals,**  Livy 
relates  timt  a  roof  was  fiist  reared  over  it  in  the  year 
that  Hannibal  came  into  Itiily  [a.  u.c,  54^2]  ;  and 
from  that  time  it  assumed  the  form  of  a  building.^ 
The  Graecostasis  was  a  place  where  the  senate 
received  the  foreign  ambassadors  in  audience ;  not 
only  tliose  from  Greece,  as  the  word  itself  might 
import,  hut  from  every  part  of  the  Roman  empire. 
It  had  been  so  completely  destroyed  by  fire  when 
Pliny  wrote,  that  he  speaks  of  it  as  an  object  no 
longer  in  existence^;  — so  that  the  *'  restoration" 
of  Antoninus  must  have  amounted  to  a  new  edifice, 
Jf  ever  it  was  united  with  the  Comitium,  it  was  on 
this  occasion  ;  for,  previously  to  this  period,  the  two 
things  are  known  to  have  been  distinct.  Tacitus 
relates  a  wonder  which  it  was  said  took  place 
under  Tiberius  :  —  "  The  rurainal  fig-tree  in  the 
Coviitium  ^\  which  840  years  previously  had  afforded 
a  shade  to  the  infant  twins,  withered  away,  stem 
and  branches  1  but  when  it  began  to  bud  forth 
anew  the  wonder  ceased.  On  the  steps  of  tlie 
Comitium  stood  the  statue  of  Accius  Navius,  over 
the  very  spot  where,  by  the  command  of  Tarquin, 
the  skilful  augur  had  cut  the  whetstone  in  two  with 
a  razor !  and  where  both  razor  and  stone,  they  say, 
were  preserved  to  convince  posterity.  There,  too, 
stood  the  statue  of  Horatius  Codes,  which  was 
once  struck  by  lightning ;    and  over  the  blasted 


**  Tit,  Liv,  lib.  xxii.  cap.  57.    Macrob.  Sat,  lib.  iii.  cap.  16. 
^   Tit.  Liv,  lib.  xxvii.  cap.  ^6. 
8«  Consult  Note  82.  p.  365. 

9'  Tacit.  Ajinal  lib.  xiii.  cap.  58. ;  and  conf.  PUn.  Hist^Nat, 
lib.  XV.  cap.  18.  and  P.  Victor  in  Eeff.  Art.  4-2.  329. 
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ground  was  erected  the  praetor's  seat^,  called  the 
Puteal  Libonis,  because  Libo  constructed  the  tri- 
bunal. But  the  Comitium  has  extended  its  relics 
to  other  ages  than  those  ;  for,  as  it  was  there 
where  the  Romans  accused  of  crimes  were  pub- 
licly whipped,  the  two  columns  now  in  the  Tras- 
pontina,  to  which  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  were  bound 
to  receive  their  flagellation,  miglit,  Nardini  thinks^, 
have  come  from  the  Comitium  !  Above  tlie  Gra?- 
costasis  was  a  place  where  the  senate  sometimes 
met,  called  the  Senaculum  ;  also  a  Basilica  erected 
by  Opimius,  and  a  small  temple  of  Concord  made 
of  bronze  by  C.  Flavins,  curule  sedile  in  the  449th 
year  of  the  city.  These  and  a  host  of  other 
names  come  crowding  about  the  three  columns, 
and  we  have  still  resources  for  carrying  on  a  con- 
test; only,  for  want  of  terrestrial  space,  we  should 
be  obliged  to  fight  in  the  air.  The  temple  of  Castor 
and  Pollux,  however,  cannot  be  dismissed  so  un- 
ceremoniously ;  it  contends  with  the  Grajcostasis 
for  the  three  columns;  and  has  successfidly  beat 
Jupiter  Stator  and  all  his  allies  out  of  the  field. 
Two  things  are  certain  of  this  temple :  it  stood 
in  the  Forum  ^,  and  was  near  enough  to  the  Fsl- 


89  Tit  Liv,  lib.  i.  cap.  36.  Cic.  de  Divinfttione^  lib.  i.  $  32. 
Porphi/r.  in  Horat.  Epist.  lib.i.  19.  139.  There  arc  two  medals 
extant  of  this  object,  which  exhibit  it  in  the  form  of  on  altar 
with  festoons  suspended  in  front  (see  Nardini,  torn.  ii.  tav.  ii. 
no.  2(3.),  witli  some  rows  of  seats  at  the  foot ;  it  would  exceed 
the  limits  of  a  note  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  word 
Puteal.  Tlie  curious  reader  may  consult  Stephana  Uiesau*  in 
verb.  Puteal, 

^^  Rom*  Anticch  torn,  ii.  p.  153. 

^  The  following  are  the  most  useful  authorities  for  ascertain- 
ing the  position.    Consult  Note  Q5,  p.  358.    "  Martius  de  Her- 
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latine  hill  to  be  transformed  by  Caligula  into  the 
vestibuluin  of  his  house.  Cicero,  speaking  from 
the  Rostrum,  tells  the  audience  to  look  on  the  leflt 
to  see  the  gUded  equestrian  statue  which  stood  be- 
fore the  temple  of  Castor :  and  does  not  this  point 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Curia  ?  It  was,  moreover, 
near  the  lake  of  Juturna,  and  was  the  neighbour- 
ing edifice  to  the  temple  of  Vesta ;  and  a  formidable 
phalanx  of  antiquarian  lore  must  be  broken  through 
before  any  one  can  put  the  "brothers"  in  posses- 
sion of  the  tliree  columns.  It  is  true,  we  have  no 
description  of  the  temple  to  aid  our  conceptions, 
and  it  passed  through  some  vicissitudes.  It  was 
founded  after  the  memorable  victory  gained  over 
the  Tarqiiins  at  the  lake  Regillus  by  Aulus  Post- 
humius,  the  dictator  [a.  u.  c.  268-274];  and,  after 
about  400  years,  was  rebuilt  by  Lucius  Metellus. 
Livolved,  perhaps,  in  the  burning  of  the  senate- 

niois  triuraphans  in  Urbem  rcdiit;  statuaque  equestris  in  Foro 
decreta  est,  quae  ante  tcmpluin  Castoria  posita  est." —  TiuLxv, 
lib.  ix.  cap,  4S. 

frdfz  u^Bn  rk  ctSarXa,  %a\  ^  trcif*  o^Tf  <f^rt}  yui\Bf*/rn  TC  rSv  ^tSv  rtvram 
2«j)i,  xa*  tli  T^i  x^'w  w/xi^fiju^jnj.  —  Dionys.  HaUcam.  lib.  vi, 
p.  337-  torn.  i. ;  couf.  et  Strabon.  lib.  v.  p.  351.  torn.  i.  Cicero, 
PhiUpp.\u  sect. 5* 

— "  Pratrcs  de  gente  Deorum 
Circa  Jutumo:  composuere  lacus." 

Ovid,  Fast.  Wh.y.lOB, 

"  QuDcris  Iter  ?  dlcara  :  ticbmtn  Caslora  cans 
Transibis  VcsCo'.,  virgineomquc  domum." 

Martial,  lib.  i.  epig.  71. 

And   relating  to  its  history,  see   Tit.  Liv.  lib.  ii.  cap.  20.  and 
42.    Dionys*  in  loc,  sup.  fit.    Asconius  in  Orat.  pro  Scauro,  and 
Suet  in  vit,  Tiberii,  cap.  20.     "  Dedicavit  ct  Concordifie  ffidem  ; 
item  Pollucis  et  Castoris,  suo  patrisquc  nomine,  de  manubiis." 
VOL.  I,  »  B 
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house  by  the  tribune  Clodius,  it  was  probably  re- 
stored with  mai'ble  materials  by  Augustus;  but 
Tiberius  dedicated  it,  and  put  upon  it  his  own 
name,  witli  that  of  his  brother  Dmsus*  Finally, 
Caligula  disfigured  it  tor  his  own  purposes ;  but,  as 
it  is  enumerated  in  the  Regionaries,  it  must  have 
been  restored  to  its  original  honour.  If  so,  the 
brick  ruin  we  call  the  Curia  disowns  it  j  and  the 
three  columns  occupy  a  space  which  no  ingenuity 
could  connect  with  the  nuns  of  the  palatine-  Be* 
sides,  where  is  the  lake  of  Juturna,  and  the  temple 
of  Vesta  adjoining?  Thus,  we  are  compelled  to 
go  towards  the  church  of  S.  Theodoro  :  and  per- 
haps the  foundations  of  the  temple  of  Castor  and 
Pollux  may,  at  some  time,  be  discovered  in  the 
vineyard  between  that  church  and  tiie  wall  of  the 
Curia. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  third  angle  of  the  Forum  j 
and  as  all  the  argument  here  depends  upon  its  con- 
nection with  the  Via  Nova,  it  will,  in  the  first  place, 
be  necessary  to  examine  this  topography. 

Our  attention  must  first  be  directed  to  tlic 
ground  lying  on  the  western  side  of  the  Campo 
Vaccino,  comprising  the  Piazza  dclla  Bocca  della 
Verita,  with  a  portion  of  the  valley  between  the 
Palatine  and  Aventine  hills,  and  the  streets  about 
the  churches  of  S-  Giorgio  and  S.  Giovanni  Deed- 
lato  down  to  the  very  river.  Most  of  tins  was 
originally  [a.  c.  75^]  a  marsh  called  the  "  Vela- 
brum,"  and  was  connected  witli  the  Tyber,  in  the 
manner  we  sometimes  see  standing  water  by  the 
low  banks  of  a  river,^^     Tlie   name   was  derived, 

s»  Consult  the  small  plan  entitled  "  Rwnuli  Urls  et  Tatii,'* 
p,  to.  vol.  L 
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according  to  Varro,  from  the  word  •*  vehendo;  " 
according  to  others,  "vela:"  the  former  alhidiiig 
to  the  necessity  which  once  existed  of  ferrying 
people  across  it  who  would  pass  from  the  environs 
of  the  Palatine*^  to  the  Aventine  hill 5  the  latter 
indicating  the  stalls  or  tents  shaded  with  canvas 
(vela),  where  oil  and  vegetables  were  sold;  but 
more  probably  because  a  street  or  streets,  leading 
tliat  way  to  the  Circus,  was  covered  with  sheets 
(vela)  when  the  procession  of  the  Pompa  passed,^ 
Tliis  marsh  extended  itself  from  the  *'  Bocca  della 
Verita"  in  two  branches:  the  largest  of  them, 
called  the  "  Velabrum  Majus,"  penetrated  into 
the  valley  of  the  Circus;  and  the  other  ran  up 
towards  the  Capitoline  hill,  and  perhaps  reached 
the  LacusCurtius  in  the  centre  of  the  Forum  ;  and 
this  branch  was  tlistinguished  by  the  epithet  of 
•*  Minus."  This  alone  belonged  to  the  eighth 
region**,  and  is  in  some  measure  pointed  out  by 
the  church  and  streets,  which  still  preserve  the 
name.  It  is  with  much  reason  supposed  to  have 
been  drained  off  by  Tarquin,  and  the  gromid  ren- 
dered habitable,  which  constituted  the  great  utility 
of  the  Cloaca  Maximn.^  There  was  also  space 
for  two  fonmis  of  the  commoner  sort,  viz.  the 
<*  Piscarium  "  and  tlie  "  Boarium :  "  the  latter  was 

®3  Varro  de  Lbu;,  LaL  lib.  iv.  lund  Propertitts^  lib.  iv.  630. 
64'k 

^*  See  MacrobiuSf  Satuniai,  lib.  i.  cap.  fi.  Compare  PiauiuSy 
cap.  iii.  1.29.;  and  consult  Burgess's  Dissertation  oti  the  Cir^ 
censian  Games^  p.  17.     Ovid.  Fast.  lib.  vi.  405. 

^*  The  **  Velabrum  Majus "  is  registered  in  tlie  elevenUi 
region.  But  on  this  subject  consult  Brocchi,  Suoh  di  Boma^  8^c» 
p.  4— 9. 

»5  Sec  Vol.  11.  p.  224. 
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connected  with  tlie  Roman  Forum  by  the  "  Vicus 
Tuscus,"  which  must  also  originally  have  formed 
part  of  the  marshy  ground.  These  places  we  shall 
shortly  endeavour  to  ascertain  with  more  accuracy. 
Varro,  speaking  of  the  sacrifice  which  was  oflered 
yearly  to  Acca  Laurentia,  says,  "  It  took  place  in 
the  Velabrum,  where  the  passage  out  into  the  *  Via 
Nova*  was;"  and  there  are  some  other  words  of 
that  writer  to  the  same  effect*,  showing  clearly 
that  the  lower  extremity  of  tlie  Via  Nova  joined 
with  the  Velabrum  j  and  this  could  not  be  far  from 
the  church  of  S.  Giorgio.  The  supernatural  voice, 
which  M.  Caeditius  heard  in  the  dead  of  night, 
proceeded  from  a  spot  above  the  temple  of  Vesta, 
where,  in  Livy*s  time,  there  was  a  Sacellum  in  the 
Via  Nova,  But  Cicero  is  still  more  definite :  —  "  A 
voice  was  heaid,"  he  says,  "  not  long  before  the 
taking  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,  issuing  from  the 
grove  of  Vesta,  which  sloped  down  toward  the 
Via  Nova  from  the  roots  of  the  Palatine  hill;  and, 
finally,  Ovid  points  out  the  vestal  sacrifices  in  the 
place  "  'where  now  the  Via  Nova  Joins  wiik  ike 
Foy^tm"  From  all  which  we  clearly  deduce  that 
the  upper  extremity  of  the  street  in  question  was 
near  the  church  of  S.  Theodoro ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  third  angle  of  the  Forum  is  correctly 
laid  down:  and,  consequently,  the  temple  and  the 
grove  of  Vesta,  with  all  its  appendages,  were  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  that  church ;  the 
grove  lying  towards  the  clmrch  of  S.  Anastasia,  as 
Varro  must  again  be  called  in  to   substantiate.** 

•  See  Note  E  E  E, 

»"  Observe  tlie  second  quotation  in  the  preceding  note,  at  the 
end  of  the  Volume.    "  From  the  Velabrum  begins  the  a4cent  by 
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These  proofs  are  thought  sufficient  to  bring  the 
temple  of  Vesta  to  bear  upon  the  church  of 
S.  Theodore  itself;  for  it  was  originally  founded 
upon  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  building  which  had 
been  round,  as  the  temples  of  Vesta  always  were. 
Another  concurring  circumstance  is  the  house 
(regia)  of  Numa,  which  Ovid  brings  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Vestal  buildings.^^  This  was  pro- 
bably nothing  more  than  some  monument  erected 
on  the  supposed  site  of  the  king's  dwelling,  and 
which  Horace,  under  the  title  of  "  Monumenta 
Regis,"  describes  as  involved  with  the  buildings  of 
Vesta  in  the  great  inundation  of  the  Tyber.  Now, 
the  "  Regia  Numae,"  whatever  it  was,  may  be 
shown,  independently  of  its  contiguity  with  the 
tmple»  to  have  been  about  the  western  declivity  of 
the  Palatium,  as  we  shall  see  when  we  come  to  the 
tenth  region  ;  consequently  (to  apply  the  testimony 
of  Ovid),  the  precincts  of  the  temple  of  Vesta, 
more  or  less,  were  about  that  declivity. 

The  church  of  S.  Theodoro  holds  a  distinguished 
place  among  ecclesiastical  antiquities ;  it  is  num- 

ihe  Via  Nova  (or  to  the  top  of  the  Via  Nova)  ;  there  is  the 
grove,  I.e.  the  Lucus  Vestic,"  no  doubt ;  for  even  Sign  or  Broc- 
dn  (Suolo  di  Roma,  p.  S*.)  cannot  find  a  «  Lucua  Larum." 

M  "  Hie  locus  cxiguus,  qui  sustinet  Atria  Vestae, 
Tunc  erat  Intonsi  regia  magna  Numce." 

Ovid.  Fast,  lib.  vi.  265. 

If,  however,  Serving  be  considered  as  sufficient  authority  (m 
y^irg,  j^neid,  v'lL  153.).  the  Atrium  was  a  separate  thing  from 
the  Tt'ftqAum  Vestae.  **  Ad  Atrium  uutcra  VcsUe  convenieba- 
lur,  quod  a  TempU)  remotura."  Also  P.  Victor  has.  "  Jlegia 
NumDc/' —  Templum  VesUE,  —  and  in  another  reading  *' cum 
Atrio"  is  added.  Compare  Horace,  lib.i.  ode  2.  and  Ovid. 
TriU.  lib.  iii.  cleg.  i.  29. 
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bered  among  the  forty  "  stational"  churches  insti- 
tuted by  Gregory  the  Great,  and  was  raised  from 
its  first  decay  by  Pope  Hadrian  I.  [a.  d.  77^0 
But,  as  it  now  exists,  it  is  the  work  of  Nicolas  V. 
[a.  d.  1451]  — rebuilt,  no  doubt,  after  the  model 
of  the  old  one :  but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
it  stands  upon  the  original  foundation.  Behind 
the  main  altar,  in  the  subterraneous  parts,  we 
may  distinguish  some  walls  of  greater  antiquity 
than  those  of  Nicolas  V. ;  which  leads  us  back 
at  least  to  the  ancient  church,  and  thence  may 
help  us  to  feel  our  way  to  the  site  of  the  temple 
on  wliich  it  was  built:  but  the  church  must 
rather  be  considered  as  pointing  to  tlie  form 
and  situation  of  the  temple  of  Vesta,  than  as  any 
real  representative  of  it:  indeed,  the  proofs  already 
alleged  are  amply  sufficient  to  establish  the  situa- 
tion ;  all  that  regards  the  church  need  only  be 
taken  as  accessory.^ 

There  were  several  temples  appropiiated  to  tliis 
most  solemn  worship  of  pagan  Rome  ;  and  perhaps 
the  small  round  edifice  near  the  Tyber,  now  S.  Ma- 
ria del  Sole,  was  one :  but  the  temple  in  ques- 
tion, with  its  grove  and  consecrated  outworks,  was 
that  whicli  Numa  Pompilius  is  said  to  have  founded 
when  he  establislied  the  sacred  fire  in  Rome,  and 
in  which  was  preserved  the  Palladium.^  As  in 
most  of  the  buildings  of  remote  antiquity,  its  di- 
mensions or  its  details  elude  our  enquiries.     The 


OS  Vide  Rerura  Italic*  Scriptores,  torn.  iii.  p.  11.  col.  1132. 
anno  Dom.  14-51,  and  the  other  authorities  brought  together  by 
Professor  Nibby,  F'oto  Roma^w,  p.  74. 

w»  Vide  Diwtys,  Halimr.  lib.  ii.  p.  122.  and  lib.  i.  p. 55.  torn.  i. 
mid  Lamprid,  in  viL  Heliogab*  cap.  G. 
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roof  was  covered  with  bronze  of  Syracuse  '"* ;  and, 
in  the  544th  year  oi'  the  city,  it  was  only  saved 
from  a  conflagration  by  the  activity  of  thirteen 
slaves,  to  which  the  adjoining  "  Atriura  Regium," 
the  Forum  Piscatorium,  and  other  places  fell  a 
prey.'*^  It  is  more  than  probable  that  Augustus 
repaired  tLe  damage  done  to  it  by  the  inundation 
mentioned  by  Horace ;  but  in  the  great  burning  of 
Rome  under  Nero  it  was  completely  destroyed.'**" 
It  must,  however,  have  been  speedily  restored ;  for 
we  find  it  again  existing  at  the  time  of  the  Otho 
conspiracy.  On  that  occasion  Piso  took  refuge  in 
it  from  the  fury  of  his  assassins,  and  was  concealed 
by  a  slave  employed  about  the  worsliip  in  Jus  own 
lodging-room  ;  but  afterwards,  being  dragged  forth, 
was  butchered  in  the  very  door-way.***^  This  shows 
there  were  rooms  attached  to  the  temple  for  the 
accommodation  of  assistant  slaves;  and  it  is  very 
probable  the  vestals  had  extensive  privileges  along 
the  whole  of  this  side  of  the  Paiatium.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  twelve  inscrip- 
tions, relative  to  the  Vestal  Virgins,  were  dug  up 
near  the  church  of  S.  Maria  Liberatrice,  indicating, 
as  some  think,  that  this  was  their  place  of  sepul- 
ture.* In  the  fire  wliich  took  place  under  Com- 
modus,  the  temple  was  so  entirely  consumed  that 
the  virgins  were  glad  to  rescue  the  Palladium  from 
the  flames,  and  carry  it  to  the  imperial  palace.'***   It 


i<x*  Plin.  Nat  Hist,  lib.xxxiv.  cap, 
»*>!    TiL  Liv.  lib.  xxvi.  cap.  27- 
»<>2  Tacit.  Anml  lib.  xv.  cap.  41. 
loa  /lift  liistoriar.  lib.  i.  cap.  *3. 
•  See  Note  FFF. 
i**^  IJerodiati.  lib.  v.  cap.  15. 
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was  probably  not  rebuilt  until  Septimius  Severus 
came,  which  augura  no  great  splendour  in  the  con- 
struction. HeUogabalus  only  profaned  it^**;  and 
thus,  as  far  as  we  know,  it  continued  until  the 
wakeful  fire  was  transferred  in  burnished  lamps  to 
other  altars  than  those  of  Vesta, 

T]ie  lake  of  Juturna,  which  Dionysius  describes 
as  a  deep  fountain,  was  said  to  be  near  tlie  temple 
of  Vesta,  and  also  that  of  Castor  and  Pollux.'** 
Alberto  Cassio  would  make  two  fountains;  and 
then  we  must  have  a  third  at  the  "  cold  Luper- 
cal/'^"^  But  any  discussion  on  this  subject  would 
only  lead  us  to  a  vein  of  water  which  seems  to 
have  issued  from  the  Palatine  hill,  and  formed  one 
or  more  pools  when  it  reached  the  low  ground.'** 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  of  late  to  find  the 
source  of  this  water,  wliich  could  not  have  been 
far  from  the  present  church  of  S,  Theodoro.  Ju- 
turna was  a  Latin  nymph,  the  sister  of  Turnus ; 
and  sick  persons  used  to  resort  to  her  fountain  to 
drink  the  healing  waters.  If  there  be  any  thing 
in  the  custom  of  the  women  still  bringing  their 
sick  children  and  placing  them  before  tliis  church 
to  be  cured,  it  may  perhaps  date  its  origin  from 
some  traditionary  account  or  late  use  of  this 
spring;  indicating  at  the  same  time  the  site  of  the 
Lacus  Juturnge.     But  this  popular  superstition  is 


^^  Lampridius  in  viU  Hdiogah.  cap.  vi. 

Xt/Awj  -n-Dioto-a  iyt-^Sicy  l\tyriV,  k.  t,  X,  OS  cited  in  Note  90.  p.  368- 
iw  Vide  Alberto  Cassiot  Corso  delle  Acqtte,   part  i.  p.  3,  edit., 

Horn.  1756. 

i"fi  Consult  Brocchi,  Sitoh  di  Roma,  p.  31 — 34. 
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supposed  by  many  to  point  out  rather  the  temple 
oi  Romulus,  a  name  more  commonly  identified 
with  the  site  of  this  round  church :  tliere  is, 
besides,  a  resemblance  between  the  characters  of 
S.  Theodore,  a  soldier  and  martyr,  and  the  founder 
of  Rome,  who  was  certainly  a  soldier.  Still  greater 
proof  is  the  bronze  wolf,  now  in  the  Palazzo  del 
Conservator!,  supposed  to  afford ;  for  it  is  main- 
tained by  some  antiquaries  to  have  been  found  on 
the  very  spot,  and  to  be  the  image  mentioned  by 
Dionysius  as  standing  in  the  temple  of  Romulus. 
There  are  two  things  which  will  greatly  invalidate, 
if  not  annul,  this  "proof:"  first  (to  use  the  words 
of  an  acute  investigator),  "  it  is  a  mere  conjecture 
where  the  image  was  actually  dug  up  '^ ;  "  and 
secondly,  the  temple  of  Romulus,  which  was  pro- 
bably nothing  more  than  an  inaugurated  area,  was 
at  the  ruminal  fig-tree  in  the  Comitium,*'^  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  at  the  round  church;  but  the 
temple  of  Vesta  has  been  shown  to  be  there,  and 
the  Via  Nova  joining  with  the  Forum;  wherefore 
tlie  proper  limits  of  the  Forum  have  been  ascer- 
tained. 

Let  the  Via  Nova  be  considered  as  leading  down 
to  tlie  Vekbrum  and  the  Forum  Boarium  at  the 
church  of  S-  Giorgio,  and  towards  the  Fornm  Pis- 
catorium,  situated  between  the  two  branches  of  the 


***  See  this  subject  critically  examined  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  in 
his  notes  on  the  Fourth  Canto  of  CMlde Harold,  stanza  Ixxxviij. 

aC/Ttv  v\i}ffiayt  o9a  tlw^y  yuTrai  toU  va9a(  XfiKMya,  x.  t.  X«  —  Z^ionys, 
HfiiictiTji*  lib.i.  p.  64. ;  and  compare  lib.  ii.  p*  112. ;  and  Varro 
fie  Linff,  Lai,  lib.  iv.  cap.  8. ;   Tit.  Liv.  lib*  x.  cap.  16. 
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Velabrum  at  the  Piazza  dell  a  Bocca  della  Verity  ; 
whilst  another  road,  behind  the  temple  of  Vesta, 
beginning  from  the  Via  Sacra,  conducted  to  the 
"  Carceres  "  of  the  Circus  Maximus ;  and  then  let 
an  imaginary  line  be  drawn  from  the  church  of 
JS.  Theodoro  to  the  S.  Maria  della  Consolazione,  to 
mark  the  third  side  of  the  Roman  Forum. 

Altliough  there  be  not  a  vestige  of  antiquity  left 
along  this  boundary,  and  the  vulgar  modern  build- 
ings deny  us  the  empty  pleasure  of  treading  the 
blank  ground,  the  antiquaiy  is  not  thereby  de- 
terred from  filling  up  the  space  with  some  of  the 
most  splendid  edifices  of  the  Forum,  —  viz.  the 
Basilica,  and  temple  of  Julius  Caesar.  Nardini  was 
content  with  the  former ;  but  some  pieces  of  the 
PiantaCapitolina,  marked  with  the  letters  "  vlia," 
have  of  late  years  been  pressed  into  the  service  of 
the  temple  :  and  wliilst  we  admire  the  ingenuity  dis- 
played'^^ in  the  conjectures,  we  shall  have  to  object 
to  tlieir  application ;  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
Basilica  Julia,  but  to  the  temple,  for  which  we 
shall  find  another  place.  The  poet  Statius  is  the 
acknowledged  guide.  In  celebrating  the  brazen 
horse  of  Domitian  which  stood  in  the  Forum,  he 
describes  him  with  his  head  towards  the  temple  of 
Julius,  and  his  tail  to  the  temples  of  Concord  and 
Vespasian  :  on  one  flank  wa.s  the  Basilica  of  Paulus 
Einilius,  and  on  the  other  the  Basilica  Julia.'"     If, 

lu  See  Nihliy,  Foro  Romano^  p.  98.  followed  by  Constantrne 
Thon,  Palazzo  dei  C<esari  e  P'mnL  Bistanrat,  Lett.  C  B%  and 
finally  by  CaniiiOf  Indicatwne  di  Roma  Antica^  Reg.  viii.  No. 

6,7. 

112  «  Hinc  obvia  limina  pandit> 

Qui,  fcssus  bellis,  adscita:  muiicre  prolis, 
Primus  iter  nostris  OBtendit  in  oethera  divis. 
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tlierefore,  we  have  rightly  found  the  former  at  the 
church  of  S.  Adriano,  the  latter  was  at  the  church 
of  S.  Maria  delle  Grazie,  where  Nardini  fixed  it: 
but  this  is  learned  more  accurately  from  Festus ; 
who,  speaking  of  the  Lacus  Servulius,  observes  it 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Vicus  Jugarius,  contiguous 
to  the  Basilica  Julia.*  We  shall  soon  find  the  head 
of  that  street  near  the  Piazza  dcUa  Consolazione. 
To  these  authorities  nothing  can  be  added,  except 
we  cite  the  "Julia  Portions "  in  the  eighth  region. 
But  does  not  the  poet,  —  whose  rhetoric,  it  must  be 
confessed,  is  too  flourisiiing  for  a  topographist,  — 
equally  prove  the  temple  of  Caesar  to  have  been 
under  the  Palatine  hill?  yea,  and  near  the  Curia 
Julia,  Ovid  describes  it  as  the  building  nearest 
to  the  temple  of  Castor  and  Pollux,  placed  in  a 
lofty  situation,  and  having  its  aspect  towards  the 
Forum  and  the  CapitoP^^:  in  short,  opposite  the 
Clivus  Capitolinus,  on  which  the  temple  of  Con- 
cord stood.  It  was  built  on  the  very  spot  where 
the  body  of  Caesar  was  burnt^'*;   and  we  are  to 

At  laterum  passus  hinc  Julia  Templa  [melius  TectaJ 

tucntur, 
Ulinc  belligcri  subHrnis  regia  Pauli. 
Terga  pater,  blandoque  videt  Concordia  vultu." 

Stat,  Sylvar,  lib.  i.  }  1.  22- 
♦  See  Note  GGG. 

113  <t  Ilaiic  animam  interca  ca;so  do  corpore  raptam 
Fac  jubar,  ut  ecmper  Capitolia  nostra  Forumque 
Divus  ab  excelsa  prospeclet  Julius  aede." 

Ovid.  Metamorph,  lib.xv.  840. 

'<  Fratribus  assimilis,  quos  proxima  Tcmpla  tencntea 
Divus  ab  excelsa  Julius  aede  videt." 

Ibid,  ex  Ponto  EUg.  ii.  ZS, 

'*■*  Vide  Appinn.  de  BeUo  Civ.  lib,  ii.  p.  848,  torn.  ii.  edit.  Am- 
stelod.  1670.  8vo.  and  Dion  Cass,  lib^xlvii.  p.  503.  IbtdAlh. 
xliv.  torn.  i.  p.  il5. 
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recollect  that  a  convenient  place  is  to  be  found  in 
front  of  it  for  the  new  Rostra!"*  It  was  but  a 
small  building,  as  appears  from  a  medal  of  it, 
-which,  exhibiting  only  fonr  columns  in  front,  by 
,:iio  means  agrees  with  the  supposed  ichnography."* 
Now,  as  none  of  these  local  intimations  apply  to 
the  west  side  of  the  Forum,  we  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  excluding  from  it  the  temple  of  Caesar: 
but  tlie  Basilica  ought  to  be  retained;  for,  with 
jcgard  to  the  street  contiguous,  Livy  prevents  any 
mistake.  — *  "  Two  white  heifers,  brought  from  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  were  led  into  the  city  by  the 
Porta  Carmentalis,  and  thence  arrived  at  the  Fo- 
rum by  the  Vicus  Jugarius."  This  gate  will  be 
shown,  in  another  Dissertation,  to  have  been  in 
the  Via  della  Bufala,  near  the  Piazza  Montanara, 
Again,  — "  A  huge  piece  of  rock  fell  from  the 
•Capitol  into  the  Viciis  Jugarius,  where  it  crushed 
many  persons  to  deatli:"  and,  in  a  fire  which 
•raged  in  Rome  for  two  nights  and  a  day,  "  every 
thing  between  the  SalinsE  and  the  P.  Carmentalis 
was  consumed,  together  with  the  Equimelium  and 
"Vicus  Jugarius."  (The  Salinse  were  under  the 
Aventine  hill.*'^)  The  Equimelium  was  a  spot  on 
which  the  house  of  Spurius  Melius  Iiad  stood,  but 
which  was  levelled  with  the  ground  when  he  at- 
tempted to  gain  undue  power  in  the  state,  and 
the  place  was  made  public:"^  from  all  which  it 


11*  Consult  Note  79.  p.  363. 

us  See  an  impression  of  the  medal  in  Nardini,  torn.  iL 
Ko.  20. ;  and  compare  the  Vestigie  di  Roma  Antica,  from  No.  26. 

11?  Vide  Tit  Lit,  lib.  xxvii.  cap.  27.  Ibid.  lib.  xxxv.  cap.  18. 
Ibid,  lib.  xxiv.  cap.  I9<;  and  consult  Dissert.  X.  in  Heg.xiii. 

II*  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  iv.  cap,  8,     Cicero  pro  Domo  sua,  §  38. 
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is  evident  that  the  Vicus  Jugarius  passed  through 
the  Piazza  del  la  Consolazione,  at  the  foot  of  the 
present  Via  Monte  Tarpeio,  and  communicated 
with  the  Forum  at  our  fourth  angle;  and  in  the 
other  direction,  continuing  by  the  curved  outline 
of  the  hill,  reached  the  Equimelium  about  the 
church  of  S,  Omobono,  and  branching  off  to  the 
right,  gained  the  gate  of  the  city-  The  "  Lacus 
ServUius,"  where  the  heads  of  the  senators  were 
exposed  in  Sylla's  proscription  ^^\  must  have  been 
near  the  "  S.  Mai-ia  delle  Grazie ;  "  and  the  Basilica 
Julia  extended  across  the  modern  "Fenili'^  to- 
wards the  Via  Nova:  but,  before  entering  upon 
the  last  side  of  our  Forum,  we  must  endeavour  to 
fill  up  the  ground  on  the  west  side  of  it. 

The  Velabruui  has  already  been  described  in  its 
whole  extent^  and  iiow  the  space  was  rendered 
habitable  by  Tiu-quin.  Not  long  after,  /.  e.  about 
the  period  of  the  siege  of  Rome  under  King  Por- 
senna,  a  district  of  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit  was 
assigned  for  a  permanent  abode  to  such  of  the 
"  Tusci"  as  chose  to  remain  in  the  city  afler  the 
war :  it  was  situated  between  the  Mount  Palatine 
and  the  Capitol  ;  and,  in  subsequent  ages,  a  street 
called  the  Vicus  Tujicus  preserved  the  memory  of 
the  ancient  liospitality  of  Rome.  This  street,  as 
Dionysius  describes  it,  led  from  the  Forum  to  the 
Circus.  *^     In  addition  to  this,  Livy,  mentioning  a 

^  **  Seneca,  Tract,  de  P^rovidentiOj  S^-e.  cap.  3» 
'^  OTc  iSuxty  ^   ^w\i}  X<^f^*  T^S  ToXffc'^,  tvO-z  ottttajr  cjbiiXXflV  xara- 
WMvcLedffBetit  tijy  /urafi/  toC  ti  UatKavrtH  Kal  nZ  Ka.T$Tu\tuf  TrTTopo-* 

iwo  'VufAaiKW  xaXiirai,  xarcfe  t^v  ('Xi;i^ifpic>'  SicEXcKJoy*  if  tpi^va-a  8iodo<  dxl 
T^i  a'-yofa;  vk\  rU  fiiyav  ^Ivs^ip^fjL^y. — IHonys.  Halicam,  lib.  v. 
p.  292.  toni.  i.  cap.  36. ;  anit  compare  Tit,  Liv,  lib.  ii.  cap.  9. 
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procession  of  the  Pompa  Circensiiim,  says,  it 
stopped  a  while  in  the  Foruni,  then  continued  hy\ 
the  VicusTuscus  and  the  Velabnim,  and  so  through] 
the  Forum  Boaiium  to  the  Chvus  Publicus,  &c.  *" 
From  a  few  words  in  Suetonius  it  further  appears, 
tliat  the  usual  passage  for  tlie  triumph  from  the 
Circus  to  the  Capitol  was  by  the  Velabrum.  ^^  Aui 
ancient  scholiast  of  Horace  makes  the  Vicus  Tuscus 
a  passage  into  the  Velabrum ;  and  the  poet  himself 
clearly  alludes  to  their  contiguity,  and  gives  us  to 
understand  that  all  these  places  were  inhabited  by 
the  lowest  classes  of  people ;  and  he  calls  all  tl)e 
Forums  where  provisions  were  sold,  collectively, 
the  "  Macellum."  "^  We  have  now,  therefore,  a 
third  egress  on  the  west  side  of  the  Roman  Forum, 
whicli,  considering  the  directions  of  the  Vicus  Ju- 
garius  and  the  Via  Nova,  will  naturally  be  brought 
to  the  south  end  of  the  BasilicaVulia ;  but  before 
arriving  at  the  Forum  Boarimn,  which  took  in  at 
least  the  little  arch  of  S.  Giorgio,  the  Velabrum 
Minor  occuiTed.  The  modern  city  is  here  too  de- 
formed to  point  this  out  by  any  continued  outline  j 
but  the  following  objects,  witli  the  spaces  inter- 
vening, may  be  supposed  to  cover  the  site  of  it :  — 


izi  <(  Xn  Foro  Pompa  constitit,  et  per  manus  reste  data,  Vir- 
glnes  sonum  vocis  pulsu  pedum  modulantcs  incesserunt.  Inde 
Vico  Tusco,  Velabroque,  per  Boarium  Forum  in  CHvum  Publi- 
cnim."  —  7Vi.  Liv.  lib,  xxvii.  cap.  37. 

>M  <*  Gailici  Triumphi  die,  Velabrum  practervehens,  pcene 
ciirru  excussus  est,  axe  diffracto." — Li  vit.  JvJ.  Ctesar.  cap.  37* 

"3  Horat,  lib.  ii.  Satyr,  iii.  226.  cum  Scholietst  Porphyr,  et 
Ascon.  As  to  the  statue  of  Vertumnus  {Propert,  lib.  iv.  Eleg. 
ii.),  it  stood  in  tlie  Vicus  Thuscus,  and  could  see  the  Forum ; 
but  it  is  of  no  more  use  for  our  Topography  (and  perhaps  not 
more  interesting)  than  the  "  Abbate  Luigi." 
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a  portion  of  the  garden  behind  the  church  of 
S.  Giorgio,  belonging  to  the  nuns  of  the  Tor  de* 
Specclii  5  the  church  of  S.  EUgio  de'  Ferrari ;  the 
churcli  and  oratorio  of  S.  Govanni  Decollato : 
consequently,  the  Vicus  Tuscus  will  nearly  cor- 
respond to  the  direction  of  that  Via  Fenili  which 
now  leads  from  the  Campo  Vaccino,  and  must 
have  entered  the  Velabrum  at  about  one  third  of 
the  way  down  tlie  now-closed  alley,  called  Via  di 
S.  Giorgio  in  Velabro.  The  Forum  Boarium  will 
thus  be  ibund  to  extend  from  the  little  arch  over 
that  uneven  ground  lying  towards  the  Bocca  della 
Vcrita,  where,  perhaps,  it  joined  on  the  right  with 
the  Fomra  Piscarium  *^ ;  and  as  we  are  now  en- 
abled to  concentrate  the  limits  of  the  Velabrum, 
the  Fomm  Boarium,  the  extremity  of  the  Via 
Nova,  and  the  road  which  continued  towards  the 
Circus  ;  —  we  suppose  the  four-fronted  arch,  com- 
monly called  Janus  Quadrifrons,  to  have  been  a 
thoroughfare  for  them  all,  and  the  small  arch  near 
it  to  have  been  a  passage  from  the  Forum  Boarium 
to  the  Velabrum  ;  but  this  Forum  never  reached  to 
the  river,  as  will  better  appear  in  our  eleventh 
region,  Livy  mentions  a  fire  which  broke  out  in 
the  Forum  Boarium,  and,  raging  for  a  night  and  a 
day,  destroyed  all  the  buildings  and  shops  stand- 
ing  towards   the    Tyber.  •    [a.  u.  c.  560.]     That 


.  W  Tiiis  Forum  was  near  the  river,  according  to  Varro  (De 
Ling.  Lot,  lib.  iv.  cap.  32.);  and  Livy,  enumerating  tlie  objects 
destroyed  by  tlie  fire  already  alluded  to  (p.  374.),  writes,  — 
"  LatomiBc,  Forumque  Piscatorium,  et  Atrium  Rcgium,  aides 
Vegta;  vix,"  &c.  It  must  be  kept,  however,  within  the  limits 
of  llie  eighth  region. 
•  See  Note  M  H  H. 
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passage  in  Tacitus  which  we  have  already  used  in 
delineating  the  city  of  Romulus,  shows  that  the 
founder  of  Rome  began  with  his  plough  at  the  Fo- 
rutn  Boarium,  —  that  is,  it  was  excluded  from  his 
limits  J  and,  thereforci  neither  did  it  reach  the  foot 
of  the  Palatine  hilK  ^*^  Thus,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  will  be  found  to  be  abotit  a  diameter 
drawn  from  the  churcli  of  S,  Giorgio  to  the  garden 
which  runs  parallel  with  the  church  of  S.  Maria  in 
Cosmedin,  marked  in  Nolli*a  gieat  plan,  "  Giard. 
AndosiOa."  This  Forum  contained  a  small  round 
temple  of  Hercules,  and  also  a  statue,  which  is 
supposed  by  some  to  be  the  gilded  one  now  in  the 
museum  of  tlie  Capitol ;  for  it  was  fotmd  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  last-named  church.  ^'^  Near 
this  temple  of  Hercules  was  the  "  Sacellum  Pu- 
dicitiae  Patritiae,"  but  it  is  not  known  that  a  vestige 
of  any  of  these  things  reraain^'^;  but  there  are  the 
two  arches  to  which  we  have  already  alluded. 

The  Arco  di  S.  Giorgio  is  of  great  importance, 
because  of  the  inscription  it  bears  *  with  the  words 

13*  Tacit,  Anjml.  lib.  xii.  cap.  21,  Tliis  limitation  is,  foiiu- 
natdy*  not  disputed. 

126  So  Andreas Fulvio  intimates,  whose  expression— "^^ferrt^ 
mio  Ju  trovato  un  Hercole  di  bronzo,  indorato  che  boggi  e  nel 
Campidoglio/'  &c.  (Antichifa,  <^c.  cart.130,) — must  far  outweigh 
Flam.  Vacca*s  "  Intesi  diTe,  che  VErcoIe  di  bronzo  fii  trovato 
apprcsao  I* Arco  di  Settimio  nel  Foro  Romano,"  &:c.  {Memoriey 
No.  S.)  But,  amidst  so  many  altars  and  temples  sacred  to  Her- 
cules in  this  part  of  the  city,  how  shall  the  bronze  image  be 
given  to  iU  rightfiil  owner  ?  See  Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  lib.  xxxiv. 
cp.7. 

13?  These  objects  are  mentioned  more  for  the  sake  of  the 
reader  of  Livy  (vide  lib.  x.  cap.  23.)  than  any  thing  else :  never- 
theless we  shall  be  compelled  to  take  them  up  again  in  tlie 
eleventh  region.  "  Infkndum  renovare  doloreni  I  " 

»  See  Note  1 1 1. 
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BOARii  Hvrvs  LOCI,  and  it  is  curious,  though  not 
admirable,  for  its  sculpture.    The  petty  merchants 
of  the  district  seem  to  have  built  it  by  subscription 
in  honour  of  Septimius  Scvcrus  and  his  two  sons,  and 
their  mother  Julia  ;  but  the  name  of  Geta  has  been 
erased,  and  the  place  supplied  by  the  words  for- 
tissimo FELicissiMotivE  PRiNCiPi*     A  Similar  era- 
sure has  already  been  observed  upon  the  triumphal 
arch  at  the  foot  of  the  Capitol,  to  which  this  is  pos- 
terior, as  appears  by  the  dale,  thib.  pot.  xii.  [a.d, 
S04.]   Although  professedly  a  marble  arch,  the  poor 
merchants  have  shown  some  regard  to  economy : 
the  basement  and  the  cornice  at  the  back  are  of  tra- 
vertine stone.      It  is  of  the  composite  order,  and 
overciiarged  with  paltry  decorations.     The  pilas- 
ters, for  they  are  not  columns,  are  ornamented  to 
excess.      Under  each  capitol  is  an  eagle  ;  some- 
what lower  down  emerge  the  heads  of  the  imperial 
family.     The   principal  figure  in  front  is  nearly 
effaced ;  but  on  the  left  of  the  inscription  is  a 
small  figure  of  Hercules,  and,  perhaps,  in  a  cor- 
responding position  was  that  of  Bacchus  :  for  these 
were  tlie  tutelar  deities  of  the  family,  as  appears 
from  medals,'^  On  each  side  of  the  arch  internally 
are  three  bas-reliefs  :  the  uppermost  represent  Vic- 
tories or  Glories  supporting  a  wreath  ;  the  lowest 
exhibit  the  apparatus  of  a  sacrifice,  and  the  prin- 
cipal compartments  the  act  of  sacrifice,  made  in 
one  instance  by  Severus   and   Julia,   and   in  the 
other  by  Caracalla  alone.     Geta  was,  no  doubt, 
originally  joined  with  him  ;  but  his  figure  has  been 

>38    Vailiantf  Numismat.  Imp.  Rom.  torn,  lu  p,  118.  edit.  Lu- 
tetuc  Paris.  1692,  in  ito. 
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erased  from  the  marble*  One  end  of  the  arch  is 
taken  oflFby  the  church.  On  the  frieze  of  the  re- 
raauimg  flank  we  discover  instruments  of  sacri- 
fice, with  some  other  ensigns.  The  higher  relief 
shows  a  barbarian  captive  conducted  by  a  Roman 
soldier ;  and  just  above  the  basement  is  left  the 
figure  of  a  man,  in  the  act  of  driving  oxen,  which 
some  think  alknles  to  the  received  tradition  that 
Romulus  began  at  this  spot  to  mark  out  his  city 
with  tlie  plough.  We  confess  ourselves  unable  to 
discover  the  yoke  ;  but  as  oxen  were  generally  led 
to  the  sacrifice,  and  not  driven,  there  is  so  far 
room  for  the  conjecture.  Tliis  place,  however, 
was,  in  plain  language,  a  market  for  oxen'-^  ;  and  it 
is  much  more  natural,  though  perliaps  less  capti- 
vating, to  suppose  that  the  chapmen  and  drovers 
of  the  district  were  content  with  the  more  homely 
representation  of  a  herdsman  driving  his  cattle  to 
the  market. 

The  four-fronted  arch  is  one  of  the  many 
which  existed  in  Rome  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  public,  called  by  Cicero  **  Transitiones 
PervisB."''^  They  were  generally  placed  at  the 
concurrence  of  two  or  more  streets,  or  in  the 
middle  of  an  open  space  ;  and  it  will  sufficiently 
appear,  from  what  has  been  said  of  the  Via  Nova, 
the  passage  into  the  Velabrum,  the  Forum  Boa- 
rium,  and  the  street  continuing  towards  the  Cir- 
cus, that  this  one  was  placed  in  a  "  Quadilvium."  '** 

129  «  Boarium  Forum  Uomee  dicebatur  quod  venderentur 
bovea."  —  F'esttts  in  verb. 

ISO  M  Ex  quo  Transitiones  pervise  Jani,  foresque  in  Uminibuft 
profanarum  aedium,  januae  nominantur."-^  Cic.  ii.  de  Natur* 
Der,r.  $  67. 

131  JuvcnaL  Satyr,  i.  64. ;  but  compare  Tit  Liv,  lib.  xxix. 
cap.  37. 
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These  arches  seiTed  either  for  shelter  or  for  places 
where  petty  dealers  exposed  tiieir  wares  for  sale. 
We  read  of  some  during  the  republic  which  were 
certainly  not  made  of  marble ;  and  consequently 
this  cannot  be  either  of  those  erected  by  Stertinius 
in  the  Forum  Boariiim,  as  Piranesi  and  some  others 
have  supposed.^^-  Domitian,  it  is  true,  made  januses 
and  porticoes  in  various  quarters  of  the  city  ^^,  and 
so  might  Hadrian  ;  but  this  is  of  a  much  later  date 
than  either  of  tliose  emperors.  It  has  been  observed, 
that  the  materials  are  but  the  spoils  of  other  build- 
ings ;  for  some  indefatigable  artists  have  found 
their  way  into  the  basement,  and  discovered  bas- 
reliefs  on  tlie  inverted  blocks.  Nor  has  it  any 
better  claim  to  an  early  age  from  its  arclntectural 
proportions :  we  shall  therefore  venture  to  ascribe 
it  to  Sep.  Severus,  and  thus  account  in  some  mea- 
sure for  the  gratitude  of  the  neighbouring  shop- 
keepers. This  monument,  pcmous  on  all  sides, 
occupies  a  square  space  of  about  300  feet  in 
perimeter.  It  is  remarkable  for  its  solidity,  and 
for  the  prodigious  size  of  the  marble  blocks  em- 
ployed in  the  basements.  Its  four  fronts  are  re- 
lieved by  niches  whose  tops  are  formed  like  a  shell. 
That  facing  the  Palatine  hill  and  the  opposite  one 
have  each  twelve  such  ;  the  other  two  have  only 
four  each,  the  rest  being  blank  ones.  On  all  the 
four  consols  are  remnants  of  figures.     That  on  the 


1*3  Tit  Liv,  lib.  xxxiii.  cap.  27-  Nardini^  lorn.  ii.  p.  262. 
Piranesit  Antichitd,  p.  21.  No.  166. 

i'''3  Domitian  erected  such  a  quantity  of  these  arches,  that 
tome  wit  inscribed  upon  one  of  them  AHKEC.  Sti^*  in  vit,  ^ttSt 
cap.  13. 
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side  towards  the  Palatine,  which  has  perhaps  been 
the  most  finished,  is  something  like  a  "  Roma 
Sedens."  The  whole  has  been  decorated  with 
small  columns,  of  which  we  see  some  fi'agments  ; 
and,  if"  we  may  believe  Demonzioso,  tliey  were 
placed  before  tlie  niches.'^"*  Every  morsel  of  metal 
has  been  removed  from  the  monument ;  but  so 
solid  is  the  construction,  that  it  has  resisted  the 
hand  of  pillage,  borne  the  weight  of  the  Fragipani 
tower  (wliich  now  it  bears  no  more  !),  and  endured 
the  lot  of  a  fortress  amidst  the  turbulent  factions 
of  papal  Rome.  There  is  a  door  by  which  to 
ascend  to  the  top,  as  was  the  case  in  all  arches ; 
but  the  staircase  within  has  led  to  various  conjec- 
tures.^^^  It  has  been  supposed,  for  instance,  that 
the  upper  compartment  was  an  office  used  for 
signing  deeds  and  contracts  1  It  would  have  been 
well  if  such  ingenuity  could  liave  thrown  an 
interest  around  the  monument  of  the  middle  ages, 
and  so  prevented  the  destruction  of  the  Frangipani 
fortress !  Yet  much  more  harmless  this,  than 
the  scenes  which  once  were  acted  on  the  self-same 
spot;  — "  Even  my  age  hath  seen,"  says  Pliny,  "  a 
man  and  a  woman   of  Greece   (or  of  whatever 


'S'4  Zvdotiiais  DefiiOJitiosiuSy  Gnilus  Rom<€  Hospes,  p.  12.  edit. 
Fonisc,  1585,  in  4to.  This  work  is  very  scarce,  and  has  unfor- 
tunately been  overlooked  by  Gracvius  in  his  Thcsaurits  Antiqui" 
tatum^  S^c,  Annexed  to  the  description  of  the  arch  of  Janus  is 
a  drawing  of  it,  representing  four  times  four  columns  of  the 
Ionic  order  on  each  front,  supporting  the  several  niches.  (Ibid, 
p.  20.)  Tliia  monument  lias,  consequently,  been  plundered  since 
the  middle  of  the  16th  centurj'. 

13*  Aiibaie  Uggeri^  Jotimees  PitioresqneSj  torn.  ii.  Ichnog>. 
tav.xiii.  Serlio^  Architett,  lib.  iii.  p.  68.  and  Guattani,  Rotna 
AnHcfij  vol.  i.  p.  xxix. 
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nation  there  might  be  a  quarrel  with)  buried  alive  - 
in  the  Forum  Boarium."  ^*' 

In  returning  towards  the  S.  Maria  della  Conso- 
lazione,  we  may  take  along  with  us  a  circumstance 
related  by  Tacitus.  When  Otho  received  the  in- 
timation from  his  freedman  Onomastiis  of  the 
conspiracy  he  had  phinned  being  now  ready  for 
execution,  he  left  the  Palatine  hill,  where  he  was 
assisting  in  a  sacrifice  with  Galba,  and  passed 
through  the  **  Tiberian  house"  into  the  Vela- 
brum  J  from  thence  he  proceeded  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous ;  this  was  at  the  Milliarium  Aureum, 
below  the  temple  of  Saturn.  Suetonius,  relating 
the  same  transaction,  says  he  went  out  at  the 
back  part  of  the  Tiberian  house,  and  that  his 
abettors  were  waiting  for  him  m  the  Forum  ;  and 
the  rest  as  described  by  Tacitus. '^^  The  object  of 
Otho  was  to  get  to  tlie  appointed  place,  where  he 
was  to  be  saluted  emperor,  without  attracting  the 
pubHc  observation  in  going :  he  therefore  avoided 
the  Via  Sacra  and  tlie  crossing  of  the  Forum,  and 
arrived  at  tlie  temple  of  Saturn  by  tlie  Velabrum 
and  the  Vicus  Jugarius.  This,  however,  does  not 
point  out  where  that  sti'eet  communicated  with  the 


la*  Vide  Plin.  Nat*  Ilist,  lib.  xxviii.  cap.  2.;  and  compare 
Tit,Liv,  lib.  xxii.  cap.  57.  The  tower  of  brick  on  ihe  top  of 
tliia  arch,  built  by  the  I'Vangipani  in  the  twelfth  century,  was 
thrown  down  in  the  year  1828-9;  probably  some  of  tlie  ori- 
ginal work  has  perislied  with  it,  for  there  was  no  arch  without 
its  attic.  TImt  fine  monument  of  the  middle  ageg  near  Titus's 
arch  was  destroyed  in  1829-30. 

1'^  See  Tacitus^  HUt,  lib.  i.  cap.  27. ;  and  compare  Sueton.  in 
vit.  OOton,  cap.  vi.  We  sIiuU  have  to  recur  to  these  passages 
in  treating  of  the  palace  of  the  Ceesars;  for  which  see  Uibsert- 
ation  X.  Vol.  U.  p.  165. 

c  c  iJ 


390 


ON    THE    HOMAN    FORUM 


DISS.  VII. 


For 


but,  in  order  to 


presei've  any  degree  oi 
uniformity,  we  cannot  fix  our  fourth  angle  at  a  less 
distance  from  the  arch  of  Sept,  Severus  than  the 
front  of  the  "  Hospitium  Mulierum"  of  the  "Con- 
solazione*:"  and  within  this  space,  under  the 
CapitoJine  hill,  we  are  to  find  the  temple  of  Saturn 
and  the  Milliarium  below  it. 

The  Milharium  Aureum  was  a  gilded  pillar  set 
up  by  Augustus,  with  the  distances  from  Rome  to 
every  principal  city  in  the  Roman  empire  marked 
u]>on  it;  and  all  we  know  of  its  situation  is  from 
Pliny  ^^^ :  it  was  stationed,  he  says,  at  the  head, 
"  Caput,"  or  beginning  of  the  Forum.  Where- 
ever  tliat  was,  there  was  the  temple  of  Saturn,  and 
vice  t'CTsd,  P.  Victor  names  a  temple  of  Ops  and 
Saturn  in  the  Vicus  Jugarius ;  but  this  cannot  be 
the  celebrated  one  we  are  now  in  search  of;  for  it 
was  positively  171  the  Forum,  and  contained  the 
public  treasury  of  the  RomansJ''^  The  words  of 
Servius  are  too  positive  and  clear  to  be  set  aside ; 
and  what  is  more,  they  are  in  harmony  with  several 


■ 


*  See  Note  KKK. 

'^^  "  Ejusdera  spatii  raensura  currente  a  milliario  in  capite 
Eomaiii  Fori  statuto  ad  singulas  porttts,**  &c.  —  iViae.  ffut, 
lib.  iii.  cap.  5. 

The  distances  were  not  measured  from  this  **  milliarium,*' 
but  from  the  several  gates  of  the  city,  as  is  evident  from  the 
Itineraries,  and  the  mile-stonea  that  have  been  found,  Plu- 
tarch (in  vit.  Galite,  cap.  xxiv.)  may  eeera  to  assert  the  con- 
trary; but  see  the  error  exploded,  apud  Gra^vium,  torn.  iv. 
p.  1S05,  edit.  Venet.  17^2.  Nevertheless,  as  we  have  said,  tlic 
lilstunccs  were  jnarhai  upon  the  "  Milliarium  Aureum  ;"  but 
bow  any  one  can  cito  P.  Victor  as  authority  for  placing  this 
object  in  tlie  Vicus  Jugarius  is  to  me  matter  of  surprise ! 

'3^'  Fcsttis^  iu  verb.  Ovarium  .-  and  Plutarch^  as  cited  below. 
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classical  vniters,  as  shall  be  shown,  **  The  bones  of 
Orestes,'*  says  the  cornnieiitator  on  Vhgil,  **  were 
brought  from  Aricia  to  Rome,  and  were  buried 
before  the  temple  of  Saturn,  which  is  before  the 
*  Clivtis '  of  the  Capitol,  near  the  temple  of  Con- 
cord"^^  From  Dionysius  we  learn  that  an  altar  of 
Saturn,  which  evidently  stood  within  the  area  of 
the  temple,  though  the  account  of  its  origin  may 
be  fabulous,  remained  in  liis  time  at  the  root  of 
the  hill,  by  the  ascent  leading  from  the  Forum  to 
the  CapitoL'*'  Of  the  three  objects  which,  in 
Varro's  estimation,  preserved  the  traces  of  the  city 
Satumia,  the  fane  of  Saturn  was  one ;  and  it  was 
at  the  "opening  of  the  Clivus ''*-:"  and  when 
Livy  says  '*^  the  Clivus  Capitolinus  was  paved  with 
"  silex  "  from  Saturn's  temple  to  tlie  Capitolium, 
he  doubtless  means,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 

140  «  Ante  templutn  Saturui,  quod  est  ante  clivum  Capito- 
lini  juxta  Concordiae  teraplum."  —  Scrvius  in  j^Tieid,  lib.  ii. 
116. 

Even  the  writer  of  the  thirteenth  century,  "  De  Mirabilibua 
Romae,"  afl'urds  a  good  testtinony  m  this  instance:  — "  Teni- 
plum  Concordiae  juxta  CapitoUum*  ante  quod  Arcus  trinniphalis, 
unde  erat  ascensus  in  Capitolium  juxta  srarium  publicum,  quod 
erat  templum  Saturni."  —  Montfatwony  Diarium  Italic,  cap.  xx. 
p.  'i93, 

%^  <Ti  Kol  ytv  tiOLfjiiifit  irapi  T^  ^tX"^  tuv  X6^ov  xstra  t^^  ayfiSoi'  t^v  iiri 
T^f  <£yopa;  ^f'pevav  iti  to  KaniTwXi&r.  —  Diojiys,  Hulicarn,  lib.  i. 
cap.  34.  p.  27- 

Toy  yeav  Y,a6itfK&-q*in  Tf  Kpiv^  KdCTa  t^k  avoSfiv  .  .  .  ^x  r^f  ^yopof. 
Ibid,  hb.vi.  cup.  1.  p.  327. 

^••s  *'  Quod  Saturni  fanum  injaueihus  [scilicet,  CapitoHi]."  — 
De  Ling.  Ltd.  lib.  iv.  cap.  7. 

'*»  Tit,  Liv.  lib.  xli.  cap.  *27.  During  the  censorship  of  Ful- 
viuB  Flaccua  and  Posthuniius  Albinus  (a.  u.  c.  578)  the  ancients 
called  the  stone  used  for  paving  tlieir  streets  sUex ;  it  is  a  kind 
of  lava  which  is  still  used  for  the  same  purpoae. 

C  f    4- 
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of  the  Clivus,  Now,  as  the  site  of  the  temple  of 
Concord  is  satisfactorily  ascertained,  and  as  the 
Clivus  of  lava-basalt  stones  exists  to  speak  for 
itself,  by  all  means  the  temple  of  Saturn  must  have 
stood  near  the  arch  of  Septimius  Severus,  —  not  at 
the  church  of  S,  Adriano,  as  Donatus  and  some 
others  thought  (for  that  would  not  be  before  tlie 
Clivus,  nor  near  the  temple  of  Concord),  but  ou 
the  other  side  of  the  arch,  tending  towards  the 
column  of  Phocas :  for  if,  again,  the  head  of  the 
Forum,  where  the  Milliarium  stood,  have  any 
meaning,  we  must  not  take  it  in  the  contrary 
direction  to  the  river,  nor  towards  the  low  ground 
about  die  Velabrura,  but  rather  at  the  northern 
extremity,  and  where  so  many  authorities  conspire 
to  fix  the  neighbouring  Saturn,  On  the  top  of  the 
edifice  in  front  were  figures  of  Tritons  blowing 
bonis,  but  having  their  tails  concealed,  emblem- 
atical of  histoiy,  which,  before  the  days  of  Saturn, 
was  in  dumb  obscurity,  but  ever  since  has  found  a 
clear  voice.'**  This  celebrated  fane,  as  was  ob- 
served,  contained  the  public  treasure  of  the  Ro- 
mans :  the  quaestors  had  originally  the  care  of  it ; 
but  afterwards  a  pra-fect  was  appointed  to  the 
office."*      Ancient  rescripts  or  registers  of  con- 


1^  3facroh,  de  Satiermrlibtts,  lib.  i.  cap.  8. 

'■**  Aulas  Gelliusj  lib.  xiii.  cap.  24.  But  see  on  this  subjecl 
the  annotations  of  Torrcntius  on  Sueton.  in  Chmd.  cap.  xxiv. 
There  is  a  votive  altar  in  a  place  below  the  great  room  of  the 
Canipidoglio,  said  to  have  been  found  between  the  temples  of 
Jupiter  Tonans  and  Concord  :  tl  is  five  years  since  I  copied  from 
it  the  following  inscription  :  — 

PIVAE    PME 
FAVHTIXAE 
VIATOR.   Q  .  . 
AB.   AER.   SAT  .  .  . 
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tracts  were  also  preserved  here :  and  the  reason 
why  the  temple  of  Saturn  was  selected  for  these 
j)iirpose8  was,  becausCj  in  the  days  of  that  old  god, 
tliere  was  no  such  crime  as  theft;  or,  as  Plutarch 
meets  the  question,  because,  in  those  primitive 
ages,  avarice  and  bad  faith  were  unknown  amongst 
men  I  ^^  There  was  also  a  treasury,  more  sacred, 
within  the  temple  ("sanctius  a^rarium*');  it  was 
never  to  be  touched  but  In  the  greatest  emer- 
gency :  we  find  it  already  instituted  as  early  as  the 
second  Punic  warJ^^  We  have  been  thus  minute 
in  treating  upon  these  objects,  although  invisible, 
because  tliey  were  the  only  ones  of  any  celebrity 
on  this  side  of  tlie  Forum,  and  have  never  been 
fixed  with  that  precision  which  the  ample  autlio- 
rities  seem  to  warrant.  From  a  solitary  passage  in 
Tacitus '^'\  we  learn  tliat  Tiberius  erected  an  arch 
of  triumph  by  the  side  of  Saturn's  temple,  oq 
account  of  the  standards  which  Varus  had  lost 
[a.  d.  17.]  being  recovered  by  the  valour  of  Ger- 
nuuiicus,  but  under  the  emperor's  auspices.  This 
will  give  us  another  object  to  fill  up  the  space 
wliich  yet  remains  as  far  as  to  the  Vicus  Jugarius 


There  is  notice  of  another  inscription,  which  shows  that 
Trajan  had  made  his  friend  Pliny  pncfect  of  the  treasury  of 
Saturn. 

ua  Phuarch^  QtuEntiotu  Roman,  p.  275.  A.  torn.  ii.  edit. 
Lutet.  Paris.  1 624-;  and  compare  Ibid,  torn.  i.  p.  724,  B,  C; 
and  Macrob.  ut  supra, 

I-*'  Vide  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxvi.  cap.  13. ;  and  compare  Ctesar,  tfc 
Seilo  Civiiij  lib.  i.  cap.  1 4. 

»'"='  AnrmL  lib.  ii.  cap.  41.  We  conceive  this  arch  was  placed 
at  the  foot  of  the  Clivus  Capitolinus,  as  that  of  Sep.  Sevcrus 
staiulK  with  respect  to  the  "  Clivus  Asyli."  "  Propter  a'dem 
Saturiii"  is  the  expression  of  Tacitus. 
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and  if  tliat  be  not  enough,  there  is  the  temple  of 
Vespasian  and  the  school  of  Xanthus,  of  wliich  we 
pretend  to  know  nothing  except  the  names :  the  for- 
mer is  alluded  to  by  the  poet  Statius,  and  is  enumer- 
ated in  the  Re^onary ;  the  latter  rests  upon  the 
faith  of  two  inscriptions  which  Fauno  saw  disin- 
terred near  the  building  with  the  eight  granite 
cohnnns^**^ :  and  thus  we  have  completed  our  circuit 
of  tlie  Roman  Forum. 

The  open  area  of  a  Forum  was  generally  sur- 
rounded by  a  colonnade,  like  the  one  at  Pompeii ; 
by  which  means  an  air  of  uniformity  was  given  to 
the  motley  edifices  which  stood  behind  it.  This 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  Roman 
Forum ;  for  no  mention  is  made  of  any  such  por- 
ticoes, nor  have  any  traces  of  them  ever  been  dis- 
covered. It  was  not  in  the  general  disposition  of 
a  street  or  square  that  the  Romans  studied  eifect; 
each  bnikling  gloried  in  its  own  proportions  and 
magnificence,  but  it  was  of  little  consequence  how 
it  assimilated  to  its  neighbour:  the  contraiy  is  the 
taste  of  modern  times ;  and  the  result  is  a  fine 
street,  but  few  buildings  of  any  striking  magnifi- 
cence. 

We  read  of  several  honorary  columns  which,  at 
different  epochs,  were  erected  in  the  Fonnn  :  the 
earhest  was  to  C.  Mcnius,  who  subdued  the  old 
Latins;  but  it  had  disappeared  when  Pliny  wrote 
of  iU^  The  second  in  the  order  of  time  was  the 
naval  pillar  of  C.  Duilius  the  consul,  who  gained 
the  first  victory  over   the  Carthaginians   by   sea 


I 


'*•  Vide  Nilibi/^  Foro  Rommw,  p.  112. 
"•»  Nai.  Hi$t,  lib.  xxxiv.  cap.  .'5. 
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[a.  u.  c.  49i],  A  portion  of  the  inscription  has 
been  found,  and  Michael  Angelo  has  inserted  it  in 
a  representation  of  the  original  column,  made  on 
the  authority  of  medals,  as  it  is  now  to  be  seen  at 
the  foot  of  the  staircase  of  the  Palazzo  Con- 
servatori.  This  inscription  is  both  curious  and 
interesting,  on  account  of  its  extreme  antiquity 
and  the  historical  fact  which  it  announces:  it  has 
called  fortli  the  illustrations  of  many  learned  phi- 
lologcrs,  and  especially  that  of  Petrus  Ciaccunius, 
who  has  restored  the  reading.  ^^' 

A  column  of  African  marble,  twenty  feet  high, 
was  also  set  up  in  lionour  of  Julius  Caesar^^- j  and, 
for  a  long  time,  vows  and  sacrifices  were  performed 
at  it,  the  parties  swearing  by  the  deity  of  Ca?sar. 
We  read  of  another  erected  to  Claudius  11.,  and 
it  was  crowned  by  a  silver  statue  of  the  emperor 
which  weighed  1500  pounds'";  and,  finally,  the 
Corinthian  pillar  now  remaining,  which  invites 
our  attention  before  we  leave  the  Campo  Vaccino. 

This  "nameless  column  with  a  buried  base" 
had  much  exercised  the  ingenuity  of  antiquaries 
before  the  year  1813:  at  that  period  the  pedestal 
was  disinterred,  and  an  inscription  was  discovered 
upon  it,  showing  that  Sniaragdus,  exarch  of  Italy, 
in  the  year  which  answers  to  our  GU8,  reared  this 
column,  with  a  glittering  statue  on  the  top,  to  the 
lasting  glory  of  the  emperor.  The  name  had  been 
erased  from  the  monument,  as  was  frequently  the 


'**  Vide  apud  Gra:viumj  torn,  iv.  p.  18U),  ediu  Venet.  1732- 
Cumpare  Pliny,  ut  supra  citat.,  and  TU.  Liv,  in,  Epiiome^ 
lib.  xxiii. 

'*-  Sutt,  in  JuL  Cees,  vU,  cap.  Ixxxr. 

»5a   Treheitiits  Poi/w  in  Claud,  cap.  iii. 
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case  after  the  fall  of  a  tyrant :  but  that  of  Sma- 
ragdas,  and  the  date  of  his  office,  leaves  no  doubt 
of  the  column  having  been  erected  in  honour  of 
Phocas;  and  in  this  way  the  deficiency  in  the 
inscription  has  been  supplied,* 

This  emperor  arrived  at  the  throne  of  Constanti- 
nople, through  rivers  of  blood,  in  the  year  602, 
and  imposed  six  years  of  cruel  despotism  upon  the 
eastern  empire.  The  melancholy  fate  of  his  pre- 
decessor Maurice,  and  all  the  imperial  family, 
must  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  spectator  who  has 
traced  the  calamities  of  that  age,  and  of  which  this 
monument  will  painfully  remind  himJ"  The  ex- 
travagant titles  which  the  adulation  of  the  exarch 
gives  to  his  lord  and  master,  may  find  their  excuse 
in  the  custom  of  modern  courts  and  the  super- 
latives  of  Italian  courtesy :  but  the  felicitations 
with  which  the  great  Gregory  hailed  the  success 
of  a  monster  are  not  so  easily  explained.  The 
emperor  Maurice  might  have  favoured  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  patriarch  of  Constantinople'"  ;  but 
this  could  hardly  be  a  crime  in  the  eyes  of  a  pontiff 
who  laid  no  claim  to  the  title  of  a  universal  bishop. 
The  privileges  and  protection  which  Phocas  ex- 
tended to  the  church,  were,   perhaps,   the   "in- 


•  See  Note  L  L  L, 

1**  See  Gibbons  History  of  the  Decline  crndPail,  S^c,  cb.xlvl. 
A,  D.  610. 

i.'.6  li  Lp  pape,  ravi  d'etre  delivre  d'un  empereur  qui  paroissoit 
favoriser  le  patriarche  de  Constantinople,  combla  de  louanges  le 
nouveau  prince,  afiD  d'obtenir  de  lui  ce  qu'il  souhaitoit  contre 
son  rival."  —  Sat/le,  Dictia/inaire  Critique  et  Historique-,  torn.  \u 
p.  598.  H, ;  where  the  curious  reader  may  judge  for  himself  how 
far  the  accueation  be  a  juet  one. 
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numerable  benefits  of  his  piety,"  which  this 
inscription  has  immortalised ;  and  the  man  who 
gave  up  the  Pantheon  to  be  converted  into  a 
Christian  church  might  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  some  eulof^ium.  But  to  return  to  our  descrip- 
tion. It  was  very  naturally  supposed  that  the 
pedestal  stood  upon  the  ancient  level  of  the  Fo- 
rum ;  but  in  a  second  excavation,  made  in  1816^^^, 
it  was  found  to  be  erected  upon  a  pyramidical 
mass  of  a  basement,  occupying  a  space  of  about 
fifty  feet  square.  It  was  surrounded  by  steps,  of 
which  we  see  a  flight,  of  eight  iu  number,  still 
remaining  on  the  western  side :  they  seem  to  have 
led  up  to  the  foot  of  the  pedestal.  The  whole 
exhibits  the  extreme  decline  of  art,  except  the 
column  itself,  which  has  been  taken  from  some 
edifice  of  the  best  construction :  it  is  of  Greek 
marble ;  the  shail  is  in  eight  pieces,  and  it  leans 
towards  the  Palatine  hill,  as  perhaps  it  lias  done 
from  the  first.  The  statue  of  the  emperor,  which 
surmounted  the  wliole,  would  materially  contribute 
to  improve  the  general  effect. 

On  the  same  spot  were  discovered  the  basements 
of  two  other  l)onorary  columns,  inferior  in  mag- 
nitude to  that  of  Phocas,  but  bearing  marks  of  a 
construction  which  announces  no  earlier  period* 
The  large  pieces  of  granite  shafts  now  lying  amidst 
the  wreck  (we  describe  the  ground  in  the  state  it 
existed  up  to  the  middle  of  January  1831),  have 
doubtless  belonged  to  the  two  columns  which  once 
stood  upon  these  nameless  basements.     The  nu- 


>^^  This  was  the  excavation  made  under  the  patronage  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  Devonshire. 
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meroiis  fragments  of  marbles,  cornices,  dedicatory 
altars,  and  even  sepulchral  stones,  uhich  here  lie 
in  melancholy  confusion,  or  are  inserted  in  the 
steps,  indicate  to  us  from  what  resources  monu- 
ments in  the  sixth  and  seventli  centuries  were 
raised*,  and  to  what  extent  ancient  Rome  has 
been  destroyed  by  those  robberies  which  began 
even  before  Constantine.  Here  we  may  see  one 
city  rising  upon  the  ruins  of  another  ;  the  materials 
of  ancient  buildings  serving  as  the  foundations  of 
all:  and  in  walking  over  the  present  level  of  the 
Forum,  we  walk  over  the  roofs  of  the  habitations 
of  the  middle  ages. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  three  honorary 
columns  has  been  flagged  with  travertine  stone  j 
and  sucli,  perhaps,  was  the  whole  area  of  the 
Forum,  except  in  those  places  which  marked  the 
lines  of  passage  from  one  point  to  another.  Some- 
thing of  this  kind  appears  in  the  traces  of  some 
polygonal  stones  on  the  western  side  of  the  two 
basements. '^^  This  is  about  ten  palms  below  the 
level  of  Septimius  Severus's  arch ;  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  notice  one  fact,  viz.  that  when  the  pillar 
of  Phocas  was  erected  the  Forum  was  free  from 
incumbrance,    and  consequently  remained   in   its 


*  See  Note  M MM. 

^*7  Those  who  contend  for  the  theory  of  the  littie  Fomm, 
think  they  discover  in  thiB  pavement  the  border  or  limit 
of  it,  which  would  make  the  whoJe  width  about  160  feet,  and 
cut  out  our  Graecostasisand  one  half  of  the  Tabularium  from  any 
participation.  We  have  already  had  to  complain  for  want  of 
room  for  our  buildings,  but  what  is  to  be  done  with  a  Forum  like 
this  1  See  Venuti,  AnHchitdy  ^c.  torn.  L  note  of  Ste&no  Piale, 
the  editor,  marked  C. 
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ancient  state  after  all  the  mischief  of  the  Gotlis, 
Huns,  and  Vandals.  The  anonymous  writer  of 
the  eighth  century  gives  no  intimations  of  any 
change;  and  perhaps  the  Forum,  though  shorn 
of  its  splendour,  preserved  its  original  features 
until  the  fearful  ravages  of  Robert  Guiscard  the 
Norman. 

There  were  three  ways  by  which  to  ascend  from 
the  Forum  to  the  Capitoline  hill :  the  100  steps 
leading  up  to  the  Tarpeian  rock  j  the  "  Clivus 
Asyli,"  which  began  from  the  arch  of  Septimius 
Severns  and  condnued  in  the  direction  of  the 
modern  ascent;  and  the  "  Clivus  Capitolinus,"  to 
which  we  have  so  often  alluded,  and  wiiere  we 
may  now  tread  the  original  pavement.  We  shall 
have  to  treat  more  particularly  of  these  several 
approaches,  and  sliow  to  what  part  of  the  Capi- 
toline buildings  they  respectively  conducted :  but, 
before  taking  our  general  view  of  the  celebrated 
hill,  it  will  be  convenient  to  examine  the  remains 
of  those  temples  which  stand  upon  tlie  "  Clivus 
Capitolinus,"  and  which  Tacitus  doubtless  indi- 
cates by  his  "  temples  overlooking  the  Forum." 
The  popular  names  of  these  ruins  are  now  as  fol- 
lows :  —  For  the  portico  with  the  eight  granite 
columns,  the  temple  of  Fortune;  for  the  three 
marble  columns  forming  an  angle,  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Tonans ;  and  for  the  less  conspicuous 
remains,  partially  overlaid  with  slabs  of  various 
marbles,  and  to  which  the  many  fragments  of 
architectural  ornament  now  lying  on  the  spot 
belong,  the  temple  of  Concord.  This  latter  title 
is  indisputable ;  and  although  wc  may  feel  obliged 
to  acquiesce  in  the  two  former,  their  claims  will 
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nevertheless  be  subject  to  our  criticism  in  endea- 
vouring to  <Hfford  some  description  of  thein. 

Previously  to  the  dominion  of  the  French,  the  vast 
acctuiiulation  of  soil  and  rubbish  concealed  almost 
all  that  ancient  wall  of  stone  which  still  forms  the 
foundation  of  the  Campidoglio,  and  nearly  arrived 
at  the  capitals  of  the  three  columns,  wliich  yet 
exhibit  the  marks  of  their  former  interment.  The 
temple  of  Concord  is  a  still  more  recent  discovery  : 
—  in  1817  the  Cella  and  four  votive  inscriptions 
were  brouglit  to  liglit^''^  together  with  a  quantity 
of  marble  fragments,  pieces  of  colossal  statues,  &c. 
The  inscriptions  placed  the  name  of  the  temple 
beyond  a  doubt ;  but  in  the  very  last  excavations, 
and  which  are  still  (January,  1831)  in  progress,  the 
magnitude  and  construction  of  the  Cella  have  corae 
out  more  clearly.  It  has  stood  upon  a  solid  and 
lofty  basement,  which  is  nearly  all  that  is  left  for 
our  descri]>tion.  The  side  of  it  which  is  now 
visible  runs  parallel  with  the  flank  of  the  adjoining 
temple,  from  which  it  is  separated  only  by  a  space 
of  eight  feet  in  width,  paved  with  travertine  stone. 
A  piece  of  a  brick  wall  of  the  middle  ages  tending 
to  form  a  vault  is  attached  to  the  stone-work  at 
the  end.  The  elevation  of  the  wail  is  interrupted 
by  the  loss  of  several  blocks  of  the  peperine  stone, 


thus 


the  interior   mass  naked ;    but  the 


1**  The  most  perfect  of  these  inscriptions  is  the  following  : — 

M.    ARTORIVS    GEMINVS 

LEO  .  CAESAR  .  AVG  .  FRAEF  .  AERAR  .  MIL 

CONGO  HDIAE. 

This  belongs  to  the  age  of  Augustus.     Compare  Dion  Cast. 
lib.  Iv.  p.  798.  torn.  ii. 
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spectator  will  easily  restore  it  for  liimself  by  ad- 
justing the  line  on  the  old  foundation,  and  sup- 
posing the  whole,  which  completes  a  lengtli  of 
about  seventy  feet,  and  an  altitude  of  fourteen,  to 
have  been  faced  with  marble.  After  making  an 
angle  to  evade  the  wing  of  the  other  temple,  whk:h 
will  be  explained,  the  substructions,  more  or  less 
destroyed,  continue  towards  the  arch  of  Septimius 
Severus,  and  up  to  the  modern  wail  which  forms 
the  barrier  of  the  ascent  to  the  Campidoglio.  A 
platform  of  considerable  extent  being  thus  raised, 
upon  it  was  reared  the  edifice  of  the  temple.  Of 
the  portico  nothing  remains ;  but  we  suppose  the 
steps  leading  up  to  it,  and  which  are  mentioned 
by  Cicero '^^  to  have  been  on  the  flanks  like  the 
temple  of  Hadrian,  so  that  it  might  be  entered 
either  from  the  Clivu3  Capitolinus  or  the  '*  Clivus 
Asyh."  It  may  have  admitted  six,  but  not  more 
than  eight,  columns  in  front.  The  cella  was  com- 
paratively large,  making  a  rectangular  room  of 
about  100  feet  by  80,  fit  tor  the  assembly  of  the 
senate.  Some  of  the  walls,  rising  partially  to  about 
eight  feet,  still  exist.  The  exterior  was  perhaps 
relieved  by  pilasters  like  the  temple  of  Antoninus 
and  Faustina ;  but  the  end  of  the  building,  which 
came  close  to  the  Capitol,  could  need  no  external 
embeUishment.  The  interior  still  exhibits  many 
traces  of  the  rich  material  with  which  it  has  been 
covered;  and  the  elevation  of  one  step  seems  to 
mark  the  ascent  from  the  **  pronaon  "  into  the  cella. 
The  piece  of  brick  wall  which  stands  at  an  angle 


119  «  An  equites  Romanes  amplectetur?  ,  ,  .  qui  frequen- 
tUsimi  in  gradibus  Concordis  steterunt :  qui  vos  ad  libertatem>' 
Ac —  Cic,  m  M^AnUmin,  Pkiiippic,  vii.  sect.  8. 
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with  the  big  tower  of  Nicolas  V.,  and  covers  a 
part  of  the  original  marble  pavement,  lias  nothing 
to  do  with  the  temple ;  but  it  will  shortly  lead  us 
to  another  subject.  In  the  mean  time  it  cannot 
fail  to  be  remarked,  that  even  the  modern  wall 
is  built  upou  the  rich  pavement ;  so  that  we  have 
not  the  cella  in  its  full  original  extent  Upon  the 
whole,  therefore,  this  temple  has  reached  from  the 
substructions  of  the  Capitol  to  the  brink  of  the 
Roman  Porum ;  having  on  the  east  side  the  Clivus 
Asyli,  and  on  the  other  the  temple  we  shall  next 
examine.  Agreeably  to  the  situation  tluis  verified 
by  the  excavations,  Festus  describes  it  as  placed 
•'  between  the  Capitol  and  the  Forum'*"*,"  and  Dion, 
as  near  the  Mamertine  prison  "''j  —  from  which, 
indeed,  it  was  only  separated  by  the  width  of  a 
street.  In  a  less  accurate  way  of  speaking,  it 
might  be  considered  as  a  building  of  the  Forum 
itself.'*"  It  was  founded  in  the  SSyth  year  of  the 
city,  in  honour  of  that  union  effected  under  the 
dictatorship  of  Camillus  between  tlie  plebeians  and 
the  nobles,  when  the  former  obtained  the  privilege 
of  having  one  consul  eligible  from  their  order.**®  It 
was  built  upon  the  site  of  an   ancient   **  senacu- 


f 


1*"*  FfstHs  ill  verb.  Senaaihifft, 

J5^  Dion  Ca^sittSj  lib.  Iviii.  p.  885.  torn.  ii.  speaking  of  Sejanusv 

1*^  Vide  Valer.  Mitxim,  lib.  ix.  cap.  V.  sect.  4. 

IM  ''V.^Y^i^iia-a.-uh  T^5  ^h  'O^ij-oi'a;  U^'.y,  ua-xep  iji/'faT9  o  KafA.t>Xai  tU 
tV  'Ayociy  xai  i2<  t^  'KkjiXtjit/sm*  dircTttlv  crl  toU  ytytyyuAivot^  fJ^ifcra- 
(T^laj,  X.  T.  X.  —  Plutarch  in  vit^  CamilL  toni.  1.  p.  151.  edit. 
Lutet.  Paris, 

'EkxXijo-/*  means  die  Comitium;  so  that,  whilst  this  pas- 
sage points  out  the  aspect  of  the  temple,  it  says  something  in 
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lum/*  and  continued  to  be  used  occasionally  for 
the  deliberations  of  the  magistrates.  In  the  Cata- 
line  conspiracy,  Cicero  convoked  the  senate  thither, 
when  Lentulus  and  Volturcius,  witli  the  deputies 
of  the  Allobroges,  were  introduced."^  Augustus 
raised  it  from  its  republican  simplicity  to  its  im- 
perial magnificence :  it  is  probable  he  entirely  re- 
built it;  for  we  find  that  Tiberius  dedicated  it 
[a.d.  11],  and  inscribed  his  own  name  upon  it, 
together  with  that  of  his  brother  Drusus,  though 
already  dead.*^  If  it  was  destroyed  in  the  civil  war 
of  Vitellius  and  Otho, — of  which,  however,  tliere 
is  no  direct  prooti  —  Vespasian  must  be  considered 
as  the  restorer  j  and  it  is  to  that  period,  and  later, 
we  must  look  for  its  greatest  splendour.  It  con- 
tained,  amongst  other  works  of  art,  the  group  of 
Battos  adoring  Apollo  and  Juno  ;  the  sculpture  of 
the  Greek  artist  Bedas ;  Latona  in  the  act  of  sup- 
porting her  two  children,  Apollo  and  Diana,  the 
work  of  Euphranor  j  the  Escutapius  and  Hygias  of 
Nicerates  J  the  Mars  and  Mercury  of  Pisicrates ;  the 
Ceres,  and  other  figures  made  by  Sthenis.  Of  the 
pictures  we  find  a  Bacchus  by  Nicias,  and  a  Cas- 
sandra by  Tlieodorus,  These  celebrated  works  of 
ancient  art*^,  and  all  the  precious  materials  which 
adorned  the  building,  are  now  reduced,  as  we  have 


favour  of  the  theory  we  have  adopted  with  regard  to  tlie* three 
celebrated  columns.     Compare  p.  365.  of  this  Dissertation. 

*'^  Vide  Sallust,  de  BeUo  Catalin.  cap.  xlvi. ;  and  compare 
Cicero,  in  Catalin,  Orat.  iii.  cap.  9. ;  and  PhUarch,  in  viU 
Ciceron,  cap.  xix.  p.  869.  F.  in  edit.  Lutet.  Paris. 

>***  Sueton.  in  Tiberio^  cap.  xx. ;  and  vide  Dion  Cas$*  lib.*  Ivi. 
p.  823.:  Ibid.  lib.  Iv.  p.  778. 

i6«  Vide  Plin.  Nat.  Hiat,  lib.  xxxiv.  cap.  8.;  and  lib.  xxxvi. 
cap.  9. 
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seen,  to  a  shapeless  platform,  and  a  few  pieces  of 
oriental  marble.  It  has  been  made  a  subject  of 
controversy  as  to  the  epoch  when  this  temple  was 
destroyed.  The  Anonymous  of  the  eighth  century, 
if  he  is  to  be  relied  upon,  read  an  uiscription  upon 
it  entire  ;  and  he  mentions  a  church  of  S.  Ser- 
gius  '^^  which  stood  at  or  near  the  arch  of  Septimius 
Severus/'^  We  learn  from  Anastasius  that  Pope 
Gregory  III.  established  a  deaconry,  dedicated  to 
Saints  Sergius  and  Bacchus  [a.  d.  7^1 — ^7I*1]»  in  the 
place  where  there  had  formerly  been  a  small  ora- 
tory.*® This  church  was  demolished  about  forty 
years  after  by  a  timorous  dean,  "  on  account  of  his 
fear  of  the  temple,  which  was  conspicuously  situ- 
ated above  it"  '"**  If  by  this  is  meant  the  temple  of 
Concord,  then  we  have  a  proof,  independently  of  the 
inscription  of  Anonymous,  that  it  was  in  existence 
at  the  end  of  the  eighth  century*  But  others  say  that 
Anastasius  meant  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Tonans  j 
that  Anonymous  read  no  inscription  upon  the 
other;  that,  in  short,  the  temple  of  Concord  was 
already  destroyed,  and  the  church  of  S.  Sergius 
built  upon  its  ruins.     This  latter  position  cannot 


1^^  Mahilltyn,  Vetera  Analecta,  p.  361.  edit,  Paris,  1723,  iii 
folio.  The  inscription  runs  thus  :  —  "  S.  P.  Q.  K.  j^dem  Con- 
cordifp  votustatc  conlapsam  in  racllorem  faciem  opere  et  cultu 
splendidiore  rcstituerimt/'  It  could  belong  to  no  other  tetiiple 
of  Concord,  as  wfU  shortly  be  made  more  evident. 

10®  See  Marlinelli,  Roma  ex  EthgUca  Saeroy  p.  400»  edit- 
1653. 

^^  Afiastasius,  Bihliotkec,  in  v'U.  S,  Gregor.  iii.  cap.  1 3. 

170  4i  Tcnipli  quod  situm  ^iper  earn  [scilicet,  ecclesiom  S. 
Sergii]  videbatur."  —  Anastas.  in  vit,  Hadrian,  i.  cap,  90. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  the  belfry  of  the  church  rested  against 
the  end  of  tlie  arcli,  which  now  wi^ars  visible  marks  of  this 
ocmtact. 
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be  maintained ;  for  then  no  temple  at  all  could 
stand  above  it :  and  thus  we  may  at  once  dispose 
of  the  piece  of  brick  wall  in  the  cella  which  first 
suggested  to  us  this  controversy.  Pope  Hadrian  I. 
rebuilt  this  church  from  its  foundations,  and 
greatly  enlarged  it  ^^* ;  and  in  so  doing,  he  would 
naturally  take  into  consideration  the  fear  which 
had  caused  the  demolition  of  the  deaconry,  and  no 
longer  suffer  the  lieathen  temple  to  domineer  over 
the  Christian  church  :  at  the  same  time,  he  could 
not  but  find  the  materials  very  convenient  for  his 
more  sacred  edifice.  J  t  is  to  this  period  [a.d.772], 
therefore,  we  are  inclined  to  attribute  the  first  de-i 
struction  of  the  temple  of  Concord;  consummated, 
perhaps,  by  the  fire  of  Robert  Guiscard  three  cen- 
turies later,  and  the  whole  laid  waste,  church  and 
all,  by  the  senator  Brancaleoue  in  1257.'^"  Nor  can 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  Toiians  be  supposed  to  have 
escaped  these  vicissitudes ;  so  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifteenth  century  the  temples  on 
the  "  Clivus  "  were  so  involved  in  obscurity,  and 
that  of  Concord  so  effectually  lost,  that  Poggio 
Fiorentino  applied  the  name  to  the  more  visible 
eight  granite  columns,  and  knew  not  of  the  tiue 
vestiges  which  have  been  so  triumphantly  restored 
to  light. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  excavations,  we  have 
observed  fragments  of  walls  less  ancient  mingled 

*'*  AnoxttmtiSy  as  cited  above. 

*^2  Pope  Innocent  III.  rebuilt  the  church  for  the  second  time ; 
but  Brancaleone'fl  ravages  were  half  a  century  later  :  from  which, 
perhaps,  it  never  recovered,  although  we  read  of  some  canons  of 
S,  Serjjius  under  Innocent  VI,  (1360).  It  was  finally  levelled 
with  the  ground  under  Plus  IV.  (1560).     MaTtimUiy  us  nbove. 
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with  the  ruins  of  the  temples,  particularly  before 
the  three  columns  ;  and  a  piece  of  brick-work  is 
still  left  inimetliately  under  the  patched  found- 
ation. We  have  traced  similar  vestiges  nearer  the 
arch  of  Severus  :  these  we  suppose  to  be  as  many 
faint  traces  of  the  church  of  SS.  Sergius  and  Bac- 
chus, as  it  was  re4'oinided  by  Pope  Hadrian  I.  and 
renewed  by  Innocent  III. 

We  now  proceed  to  examine  upon  what  authority 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  Tonans  assumes  its  name. 

When  Augustas,  during  his  expedition  in  Spain, 
was  once  travelling  in  a  stormy  night,  the  litter  in 
which  he  was  conveyed  was  struck  by  lightning, 
and  the  slave  carryuig  the  torch  before  him  was 
killed  on  the  spot.  The  emperor,  grateful  for  his 
narrow  escape,  vowed  a  temple  to  the  thundering 
Jove;  which  is  said,  by  Suetonius,  to  have  been 
built  upon  the  Capitol  ^'^  [iti  Capitolio].  The  new 
worship  soon  became  so  popitlar,  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  modify  it.  For  this  purpose  Augustus 
dreamt  that  the  Capitoline  Jupiter  appeared  to  him, 
complaining  that  his  worshippers  were  withdrawn : 
to  wliich  the  emperor  answered,  that  he  had  only 
intended  Jupiter  Tonans  as  a  porter  to  the  great 
Capitolinus;  and,  shortly  after,  he  crowned  the 
pediment  witii  bells,  because  these  were  generally 
suspended  from  lodges.  Dion  relates  the  circum- 
stance somewhat  differently,  but  obser\'es  of  the 
situation  of  the  temple  that  it  occuiTed  before 
arriving  at  the  Capitol.  '"*     It  is  frequently  men- 


i"3  Vide  Sueton.  in  Odav,  August,  cap.  xxiK. ;  Ihid,  cap.  xci. 
was  much  frequented  by  the  people  on  account  of  the  novelty, 
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tioned  by  Pliny  as  being  on  tlie  Capitol ;  but 
P,  Victor  alone  enumerates  the  "  Tempie  of  Ju- 
piter Tonans  dedicated  by  Augustus  on  tbe  Clivus 
Capitolinus."  Such  are  the  authorities  of  ancient 
writers.  Tlie  frout  of  the  building  is  exhibited 
on  a  medal  extant  with  six  columns ;  and  the 
statue  of  the  god,  which  Pliny  mentions  as  the 
*'  chef^d*ocu\Te"  of  Leocras  ^'\  is  seen  standing  in 
the  midst.  It  was  long  ago  ascertained  by  archi- 
tectural observers,  that  this  ruin  would  just  admit 
six  columns  in  front  ^"^ ;  but  the  excavations  have 
now  put  tliat  beyond  a  doubt  Pliny  remarks  that 
the  marble  walls  of  this  temple  were  laid  in  solid 
masses'^';  and  this  too  coincides  with  tlie  vestiges 
that  remain :  witness  the  lower  mouldings  of  the 
substruction  parallel  to  the  temple  of  Concord,  and 
the  marble  basement  of  one  of  the  columns.  On 
the  frieze  is  still  seen  the  "  Galerus''%"  crowned 
by  lightning,  as  worn  by  the  "  Flamen  Uialis,"  or 
priest  of  Jupiter  :  from  all  which  we  see  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  doubt  of  this  being  the  temple 
of  Jupiter  Tonans  ;  for  every  circumstance  that 
can  prove  the  authenticity  of  a  nionume»u,  except 
tlie- very  inscription,  is  found  to  answer. 

When  the  French,  in  1811,   began  to  disinter 


and  because  Augustus  consecrated  it;  but  especially  Ui  vfur^ 
«I  dvUflti  ii  TO  Kasi/^Xffti'  htT^yxctvuit*  —  Dion*  lib.  IvL 
p.  733.  torn.  i. 

»?*  Ptin,  Nni.  Hist,  lib.xxxiv.  cap.  8. 

ir«  Vide  Ruccotia  ddU  piu  InsigiU  Fulhtiehe  Ji  Roma  da 
Valadiare  Viccnzo  FcoH ;  and  compare  Pa/ladiot  lib.  iv.  cap.  19. 
p,  70, ;  and  Pirauesi,  Antidiit  Sfc.  torn.  J.  p,  33. ;  Milizia^  Bom, 
j).  38. 

>7?  Plin.  iVat.  /list.  lib.  xxxvi.  cap  6. 

178  **  Quam  nt)8  *  fuussc  ptrruque*  vulgo  tUcimu*.**  Vide  St^ 
pimn,  Thenaur,  in  OaUrum  rd  Gafenis. 
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these  columns,  they  were,  as  we  have  observed, 
buried  nearly  up  to  the  capitals,  and  leaned  as  if 
tliey  had  been  rocked  from  their  foundations  by 
an  earthquake.  An  incision  was  first  made  in  the 
ground  below,  to  ascertain  upon  what  the  columns 
Stood ;  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  basements  of 
the  two  on  the  flank  had  been  taken  away  at  some 
period  unknown,  by  means  of  perforating  the 
ground.  They  therefore  first  secured  the  shafts 
of  the  columns  by  scaffolding,  taking  off*  the  en- 
tablature ;  then  they  restored  the  basements  with 
ti'avertine  stone,  as  they  now  exist ;  and,  finally,  took 
away  the  soil,  and  replaced  the  entablature  :  but 
the  original  basement  of  the  third  column  had  for- 
tunately survived ;  and  in  it  were  observed  the 
marks  of  steps  ascending  by  the  intercolumniations* 
Upon  this  authority  the  six  steps  of  travertine  were 
put  in  as  they  now  appear.  This  expedient  is 
easily  accounted  for  from  the  contiguity  of  the 
paved  ascent,  which  rendered  it  impracticable  to 
have  a  flight  of  steps  in  front,  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  case.  The  ascents  were,  therefore, 
at  eiich  end  of  the  elevation  :  they  first  led  to  a 
narrow  parapet  in  front  of  the  six  columns,  and 
then  by  the  steps  of  the  intercolumniations  con- 
ducted to  the  pronaon.  The  platform  was  adapted 
to  t!ie  inequality  of  the  ground :  it  required  an 
elevation  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  on  the  side  nearest 
the  cella  of  Concord,  but  on  the  other  flank 
scarcely  any  substruction  would  be  necessary  ;  con- 
sequently, a  larger  flight  of  steps  was  requisite  on 
one  side  than  on  tlie  other.  We  mentioned  a  wing 
of  this  substruction  which  seemed  to  interfere  with 
the  un  iformity  of  the  adjacent  temple  already 
described :  a  piece  of  a  modillion  standing  in  its 
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place,  on  a  line  of  stoue,  indicates  the  fact.  The 
temple  of  Concord,  here  contracting  its  width  in 
forming  the  pronaon,  left  a  small  place  clear  which 
the  Italians  call  a  Piazzetta;  and  there  is  still  left 
some  of  its  travertine  pavement.  It  was  probably 
here  wliere  the  statues  of  Castor  and  Pollux  stood. 
the  works  of  Hegias  j  for  Pliny  observes  they  were 
before  the  temple.'^  This  cannot  mean  in  front  of 
it,  because  of  the  Clivus.  The  Piazzetta  affonled, 
at  the  same  time,  room  for  the  lateral  steps  of  both 
temples  to  expand.  Want  of  space  alone  was  the 
cause  of  these  expedients  ;  and  the  whole  is  sufl 
ficiently  indicated  in  a  fragment  of  the  Piant;i  Ca- 
pitoUna,  of  which  we  annex  a  sketch.'*^  It  will  also 
be  found  useful  in  examining  the  other  porticos. 


i^"  •'  El  Castor  et  Pollux  antcadem  Jovia  Tonantis."— P/iw. 
Nat.  Hist,  lib.  xxxiv.  cup.  8. 
***  The  letters  arc  evidently  a  part  of  the  word  concordia. 
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On  each  flank  of  our  temple  it  is  calculated 
there  were  eiglit  columns,  which  brought  the  end 
of  the  building  close  up  to  the  foundations  of 
the  Capitol ;  and  there  is  still  left  much  of  the 
brick-work  wliich  belonged  to  the  interior  of  the 
cella,  having  foriued  tlic  main  altar"and  the  niche 
at  the  end.  More  than  this  it  would  be  tedious  to 
describe  in  writing,  without  the  aid  of  architectural 
ilhtstraiions  :  we  shall,  therefore,  refer  for  the 
ground-plan  of  tliese  temples  to  our  "  Plan  of  the 
Roman  Forums"  &c.  At  the  same  time,  the  Ichno- 
graphy  and  the  various  fragments  have  been  so 
accurately  and  judiciously  adjusted,  that,  to  any 
one  on  the  spot,  the  buildings  on  the  Clivus  will 
be  comprehensible  upon  a  sHght  inspection.  Be- 
sides the  statues  already  enumerated,  Pliny  men- 
tions "^'  a  celebrated  Jupiter  of  bronze,  made  by 
Polycletus.  Our  attention  must  now  be  directed 
for  a  moment  to  the  entablature  on  the  frieze  of 
the  flank.  Besides  the  Flamen's  cap,  there  are 
several  instruments  of  sacrifice  sculptured  ;*and  in 
front  remain  the  letters  estitver,  being  part  of 
the  word  Restitiiere.  This  naturally  suggests  the 
question,  Who  restored  it?  From  its  situation 
there  can  be  no  doubt  it  suflfcred  in  the  confla- 
gration of  the  Capitol,  which  took  place  in  the  civil 
war  of  Otho  and  Vitellius  ;  and  therefore  we  may 
suppose  Vespasian  to  have  made  the  fii'st  restor- 
ation. The  style  of  the  ornaments  and  the  gene- 
ral construction  answer  to  a  no  less  flourishing 
period  of  the  arts  ;  but  the  restorers  (for  the  verb 
indicates  there  were  more  than  one)  of  the  second 
accident  or  decay  were  most  probably  Scptimius 
Severus  and  his  son  Caracalla  :  for  Mabillon's  Ano- 
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nymous  (amongst  tlie  inscriptions  he  read  on  the 
Capitol)  gives  one  with  tlie  names  of  those  em- 
perors joined  to  the  word  "  restituerunt."  This 
temple  has  evidently  been  destroyed  by  the  phm- 
dering  hands  of  tlie  Romans,  who,  at  some  period 
too  remote  ibr  detection,  had  taken  away  the  marble 
eitlier  to  reduce  to  lime,  or  to  employ  whole  in 
their  barbarous  habitations  [ 

The  remains  of  our  tliird  temple  consist  in  a 
front  portico  of  eight  granite  columns,  raised  on  a 
platform  built  up  of  travertine  stone,  to  meet  the 
inequality  of  the  Clivus.  On  the  architrave, 
which  is  confounded  with  the  frieze,  is  read  an 
inscriptio!),  bearing  that  the  senate  and  Roman 
people  restored  the  building  atter  it  had  been 
consumed  by  fire.  This  restoration  must  have 
taken  place  at  a  period  when  all  science  and  taste 
in  architecture  were  lost.  The  columns  are  of 
different  diameters,  and  bid  defiance  to  all  pro- 
portion ;  the  bases  are  dissimilar  in  tlieir  mould- 
tlie  capitals,  purporting  to  be  Ionic,  are  true 
no  order,  and  diversified  in  their  ornaments; 
the  decorations  of  the  irieze  in  the  interior,  tliough 
rich,  arc  unmeaning;  the  materials  of  which  the 
pediment  has  been  built  are  an  ungracious  mix- 
ture of  brick,  travertine,  and  marble  ;  the  two  side 
columns  are  of  Egyptian  granite,  whilst  tlie  otticr 
six  are  of  grey,  —  the  whole  evidently  made  up  of 
the  spoils  of  other  edifices:  tlie  fonndations  only 
are  original,  and  may  be  illustrated  by  tlie  Pianta 
Capitolina,^'*-  The  direction  of  the  Cirvus  caused 
the  space  in  front  of  the  steps  (the  profanum)  to 
be  irjegular;  and  to  give  it  an  air  of  uniformity, 

*•*  Compare  the  sketch  of  the  fragment,  p.  409. 
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the  side  nearest  the  Forum  was  made  to  cor- 
respond 5  so  that  it  finished  in  an  angle.  From 
hence  rose  a  flight  of  seven  steps,  co-equal  only 
with  the  -width  of  the  two  middle  columns  and  the 
space  between  them.  Then  succeeded  three  more, 
extending  along  the  whole  front  conducting  into 
the  portico.  Much  of  the  substruction  of  these 
steps  still  remain.  When  Poggio  Fiorentino  first 
arrived  at  Rome  [a.  d.  1431],  he  saw  this  temple 
nearly  perfect :  he  calls  it  the  temple  of  Concord, 
and  considered  it  magnificent  He  had  the  morti- 
fication to  see  the  Romans  destroy  all  the  interior 
part,  and  reduce  the  marble  materials  to  lime.  He 
read  no  other  inscription  upon  it  than  that  which 
we  now  see.*^ 

Tlve  prevailing  name  of  this  ruin  is  now  the 
*' temple  of  Fortune."  An  inscription  now  existing 
at  Praeneste,  wliere  there  was  a  famous  temple  of 
Fortune,  apostrophises  another  as  being  neighbour 
to  the  Tarpeian  Tonans ;  but,  as  Martial  evidently 
calls  the  Jupiter  Capitoliuus  by  those  epithets'***, 
this  inscription  affords  no  proof.  A  passage  in 
Zosimus  referred  to  by  Nardini  ceitainjy  mentions 
"  the  temple  of  Fortune  which  was  destroyed  in 
the  great  fire  tliat  took  place  under  Maxentius*s 
reign :  "  but,  out  of  the  many  edifices  consecrated 
to  this  universal  goddess,  who  shall  say  the  ecclesi- 


>8**  Poggio  FiarenHfU  dt  Varietate  FortuntE,  lib,  i.  p.  I'i. 
'^  The  inscription  runs  thus  :  — 

TU    QU-li:   TARPJ2I0   COL'ERIS    VICINA    TONANTl 
VOTORUM    VINDEX    SEMPEK    FORTUNA    MEORUM,  &C. 

And  Martial  has  these  words  :  — 

"  Hac  servavit  avis  [scilicet,  anser]  Tarpeii  ternplaTonantis. 
Miraris?"  Epig.  Ixxlv.  lib.  13. 
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astical  historian  points  to  this  ?  *"  Another  passage 
in  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and  the  having  recourse 
to  it  shows  the  poverty  of  evidence,  talks  of  the 
dunghill  on  which  the  Romans  placed  this  greatest 
goddess  as  a  temple  not  unwortliy  of  her !  And 
tlie  Porta  Stercoraria,  where  the  filth  from  the 
temple  of  Vesta  was  deposited,  is  said  by  Festus 
to  have  been  considered  sacred  about  the  middle 
of  tlie  Cliviis  Capitolinus.'^  Here  the  "  Sterqui- 
linium"  of  the  Greek  father  must  be  identified 
with  P.  Stercoraria  of  the  graminarian  before  a 
shadow  oi'  proof  can  be  elicited  from  sucli  dis- 
agreeable testimony.  The  nature  of  these  autliori- 
ties,  therefore,  leave  the  title  of  this  niin  among 
the  conjectural ;  but,  as  any  other  we  might  apply 
would  be  equally  so,  it  is  better  to  leave  the  temple 
of  Fortune  as  it  is,  only  observing  that  it  must 
have  been  restored  at  a  far  later  period  than  the 
age  of  Maxentius.  We  cannot,  however,  but 
notice  once  more   the   inscriptions   read  by  the 

l***  Kari  xal  tvjv  'V^jAfir  (KireVov/o;  in/po^,  x.  t-  X.  .  .  .  o  rij,*  Tt/'xiJ? 
liffh'-X^-^  »a^?. —  Zosim*  Hist  MojietU^  SfC,  lib.  ii.  cap,  13.  p.  145, 
edit.  Jenae,  1729. 

Dion  Casaiiis  mentions  a  "  Fanum  FortunfE  Publico,"  (HisL 
tom.L  p.  321.)  and  this  was  upon  the  Quirinal  hill.  See  Ovid. 
FastVib.  \v.  375.  Sec  also  what  is  said  of  the  temples  of  Fortune 

kin  Dissertation  IX.  on  the  Eleventh  Region. 
1®**  In  the  edition  of  Clcmuns  Alexandrinus's  works,  (Lutet. 
1629,)  the  passage  in  question  is  thus  rendered:  —  "  Komani 
autem  qnl  res  maxinias  et  pra'clare  gratas  Fortunae  attribuunt,  et 
eani  cflse  deam  maximam,  in  Sterquilinio  ei  dedicarunt  dignum 
T>esE  templura  secessum  tribuentes."  —  Admonitio  ad  Gentes, 
p.  33. 
FesUts  in  verb.  Sterctts,  and  Varro  de  l^ng.  Lot,  lib.  v.  cap.  4. 
"With  these  autliorities,  if  the  subject  were  more  inviting,  we 
might  arrive  at  the  *'  SeDae  Patroclianae,'*  which  were  "  in  Ca- 
pitolio."  Vide  Martial,  Epig.  Ixxviii.  lib.  12.;  aad  "  Ante  Jovis 
Statuam  —  Tonantis  ?  "     Id.  Ep.  Ixxix. 
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Anojiymous  of  the  eighth  century  on  the  Ca* 
pitol.'^  There  were  three  or  four,  which  he  places 
under  one  head,  numbered  35. :  after  having 
given  that  on  the  arch  of  Severus  as  it  is,  with 
the  number  di.,  he  reads  the  words  precisely  as 
they  now  appear  upon  the  frieze ;  but  adds  — 
Divo  vESPAsiANO  AvovsTO.  If  wc  could  believc 
that  such  was  the  entire  inscription,  then  we 
should  have  a  direct  proof  that  this  was  the  temple 
of  Vespasian ;  nor  would  the  poet  Statius  be  in 
contradiction. '^'^  But  it  is  triumphantly  asked  by 
the  favourers  of  "  Fortune,"  —  Where  is  the  space 
for  the  additional  three  words?  And  we  may  add, 
Why  did  not  Poggio  read  them?  If  they  were 
written  upon  the  pediment  in  more  conspicuous 
characters,  how  could  Anonymous  have  brought 
them  in  at  the  end  of  the  minor  sentence  ?  He 
must  surely  have  read  tliem  upon  the  pedestal  of 
some  neighbouring  statue,  or  monument,  or  dedi- 
catory altar!  Sucli  are  the  uncertainties  to  which 
the  goddess  Fortune  subjects  even  her  antiquarian 
pursuers!  She  will,  perliaps,  be  more  auspicious 
towards  us  in  now  attempting  to  translate  a  section 
of  the  "  Histories"  of  Tacitus'^:  — 

"  Before   Martialis  had  well  got  back  to  the 


Jt*?  No.  SI-.  In  arcu  Severi.    No.  35.  In  CapitoHo. 

SEKATVS   POPVLVSQVE   ROMANVS    INCENDIO    CONSVMPTVM 
RESTITVIT 

DIVO  VESPASIANO  AVGVSTO. 
Then   follow  the    other   two   inscriptions   already  spoken   of. 
No.  36.  In  arcu  Constantini  I      Malnlion,  Ariaiecia  Vet.  p.  361. 

»«•  Compare  Note  112.  p.  377.;  and  see  the  subject  contested 
in  VftrietH  di  Notizie,  p.  109,  &c.  against  the  D$s9er(azimte,  SfC. 
di  Stefano  Piale,  Rom.  1821. 

>«*  Tacit  Histor,  lib,  iii.  cap.  71. 
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Capitolium  [from  his  conference  with  Vitelliiis], 
tlie  soldiciH  arrived  in  wild  disorder  without  any 
one  to  lead  them.  Every  man  acted  upon  his  own 
suggestion  :  hurrying  past  the  Forum,  and  the  tem- 
ples overlooking  the  Forum,  they  begin  the  battle 
along  the  opposite  hill  up  to  the  very  outer  gates 
of  the  Capitohne  citadel*  TJiere  were  in  those 
days  some  old  porticos  situated  on  the  right-hand 
side  of  tlie  Clivus  in  ascending :  getting  upon  the 
roofs  of  these,  tiie  assailed  ovei-wlielnied  the  Vitel- 
lian  party  with  huge  stones  and  brick-bats*  Tliey 
had  no  means  of  defending  themselves,  having 
nothing  but  their  swords  ;  and  it  would  have  re- 
quired too  long  a  time  to  go  and  fetch  engines  of 
attack  and  missile  weapons :  they  therefore  threw 
firebrands  against  the  projecting  portico,  and  as 
the  flames  made  them  way  they  advanced  ;  and 
tliey  would  have  succeeded  in  penetrating  through 
the  doors  of  the  Capitolium,  which  were  now 
burnt,  if  Sabinns  [the  leader  of  the  Flavian  party] 
had  not  torn  down  the  statues  —  those  honorary 
monuments  of  our  fathers  —  on  all  sides  of  him, 
and  blocked  up  tlie  entrance  with  them  instead  of 
a  walk  After  this  they  took  possession  of  the 
other  different  accesses  to  the  Capitolium  ;  viz.  tlie 
one  near  the  grove  of  the  Asylum,  and  the  a]>- 
proach  to  the  Tarpeian  rock  by  the  hundred  steps, 
'i'iie  impettiosity  in  both  directions  was  remark- 
able, but  it  grew  nearer  and  more  vehement  along 
the  Asylum.  Nor  was  it  possible  to  resist  the 
assailers  as  they  climbed  up  by  the  contiguous 
buiUlings,  which,  standing  in  a  commanding  posi- 
lion,  —  as  in  times  of  peace  people  think  not  of 
precautions,  —  were  upon  a  level  with  the  Capito- 
lium.    It  is  liere  a  question  whetiier  the  assailei^s 
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set  fire  to  the  roofs,  or  the  besieged  ?  The  latter  is 
tlie  inore  prevalent  opinion,  because  they  would 
thereby  repulse  the  others  in  their  attempts  and 
their  progress.  The  conflagration  thence  made  its 
way  to  ,the  porticoes  placed  against  the  temples ; 
shortly  after,  the  eagles  supporting  the  pediment, 
which  were  of  old  wood,  took  iiie  and  increased 
tlie  blaze.  Thus  the  Capitolium,  witJi  the  dooi-s 
closed,  undefended  and  unplundcred,  fell  a  prey 
to  the  flames."  The  historian  then  breaks  out  into 
some  expressions  of  abliorrence  at  ^uch  a  disgrace- 
ful act,  —  "  that  the  seat  of  Jupiter  Optimus 
Maximus,  founded  by  the  religious  auspices  of  our 
ancestors,  which  neither  Porsenna  when  the  city 
surrendered,  nor  the  Gauls  when  it  was  captured, 
were  able  to  violate,  should  be  destroyed  by  the 
madness  of  party."  This  is  the  only  classical  au- 
thority which  distinctly  points  out  three  approaches 
to  the  Capitol  from  the  Forum.  At  the  same  time 
it  informs  us,  that  the  Clivus  Capitolinus,  on  which 
the  old  portico  stood,  was  the  direct  one.  This  is 
now  unanimously  decided  io  be  the  old  pavement 
which  passes  in  front  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
Tonans,  and  continues  visible  for  a  little  way 
along  the  flank  of  the  other  portico.  The  present 
state  of  the  ground  does  not  permit  us  to  trace  it 
farther ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  it 
ever  reached  the  other  piece  of  pavement  disco- 
vered near  the  senators'  prison,  without  making  a 
turn  equivalent  to  a  branch  from  it:  for,  by  a 
direct  communication,  it  will  appear  to  be  too  steep 
for  any  vehicle  to  have  climbed  it  But,  waving  for 
the  present  these  topographical  difficulties,  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  assert  that,  whatever  direction  it 
may  eventually  be  proved  to  have  taken,  it  led 


DISS.  VII. 


AND    THE    CAPITOL. 


417 


I 


I 

I 


immediately  to  the  foremost  gates  or  doois  of  the 
Capitoline  citadel  which  Sabinus  had  to  defend; 
that  these  same  doors  closed  the  "  Capitolium," 
to  which  there  were  two  other  ways  of  approach- 
ing, —  one  by  the  Tarpeian  rock,  the  other  still 
nearer  by  the  Asylum ;  that  by  the  latter  passing 
over  the  tops  of  the  adjacent  buildings,  the  Vitel- 
Han  party  arrived  at  and  set  fire  to  the  Capitoliuni, 
"  the  seat  of  tlie  temple  of  L  O.  M.  ;  "  —  and  this 
is  all  we  shall  attempt  to  deduce  at  present  from 
the  valuable  section  of  Tacitus. 

The  outlines  of  the  Capitoline  hill  have  already 
been  sketched  in  our  general  survey  of  Rome.  It 
was  stated  to  be  of  an  elliptical  form,  having  two 
summits  witli  a  valley  between  them,  which  is  now 
fully  occupied  by  the  edifices  of  the  Campidoglio. 
The  principal  object  on  the  northern  summit  is 
the  church  of  Ara  Coeli,  with  its  monastery  and 
outworks  :  it  overlooks  the  Forum  of  Trajan  on 
the  east,  and  the  streets  lying  between  the  Piazza 
di  Venezia  and  the  Via  Marfbrio  on  the  north,  — 
tlie  ancient  direction  of  the  Via  Flaminia.  On 
the  other  summit  stands  the  Palazzo  CufTarelli,  with 
its  gardens  and  dependencies,  including  the  open 
area  at  the  top  of  the  Via  delle  tre  Pile  :  it  com- 
prehends also  the  Monte  Caprino,  with  some  gar- 
dens looking  towards  tlie  "  Consolazione,"  and 
sloping  towards  the  Velabrum,  On  the  west  and 
north-west  it  borders  on  the  Via  Montanara  and 
the  Via  Tor  de"  Specchi ;  and  at  the  Vicolo  della 
Bufala,  comes  within  700  feet  of  the  Tyber.  It  is 
traversed  in  all  these  directions  by  several  streets 
ascending  and  descending,  and  cannot  contain  less 
than  1000  hihabitants, 
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This  hill  is  chiefly  composed  of  lithoid  tufo,  and 
must  originally  have  worn  tlie  appearance  of  a 
solid  precipitous  rock,  but  mucli  higher  than  it  is 
at  present.  We  have  already  mentioned  a  large 
mass  which  Li\y  states  to  have  rolled  down  into 
the  Vicus  Jugarius  j  and  Biondo,  a  writer  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  informs  us,  that  in  his  time  a 
huge  fragment  as  large  as  a  "palazzo"  detached 
itself  and  fell  down.'^  Besides  the  material  already 
mentioned,  there  is  found  granular  tufo,  argil- 
laceous strata,  and  sandy  substances  of  diiFerent 
kinds  '^^  J  but  all  easy  to  be  perforated :  hence  the 
number  of  grottos  which  have  been  formed  in 
various  directions,  perhaps  at  a  very  early  period- 
Many  of  them  may  still  be  found  '^,  and  most  pro- 
bably the  Mamertine  prison  was  made  out  of  one 
of  the  very  earliest. 

We  need  not  dwell  upon  tlie  etymology  of  those 
words  which  have  already  been  so  often  before  us ; 
for  who  has  not  heard  of  the  Sabine  Virgin  Tar- 
peia  who  betrayed  her  country  for  gold  ?  and  of  the 
human  scull  (Caput  Oli)  which  Tarquinius  Priscus 
dug  up  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  great 
temple  of  Jove  ?  But,  before  proceeding  with  the 
history  of  the  Capitol,  it  will  be  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  most  popular  objects  which  once  adorned 


»'*^  /fewKz  Bistanrat.  lib.  ii.  No.  57-  Five  men  were  killed  in 
an  "  Osteria"  by  this  accident. 

»s»  Vide  BroccMy  M  Sttolo  di  JRoma,  p.  150.  and  tav.  i. 
fig.  1.  2. 

>^  See  one  of  congnlcrable  extent  in  the  Vicolo  della  Bufala, 
No.  8. ;  another  which  serves  for  a  capacious  barn  in  the  Via 
Monte  Caprino,  ascending  from  the  Piazza  della  Consolozionc, 
No.  29- ;  a  third  in  tlie  Via  della  Pcdacchia,  behind  the  habita- 
tion, No.  10. 
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it,  and  to  examine  the  few  vestiges  which  time 
and  war  have  lefi  upon  tliis  fortress  of  "  the  city 
and  the  world." 

It  has  been  a  popular  opinion  ever  since  Nar- 
dini's  time,  among  those  who  adhere  to  hii=i  system, 
tJiat  the  citadel  stood  upon  the  southern  summit, 
and  the  temple  of  I.  O.  M.  nn  tlie  other  ^^j  be- 
cause the  '•  Arx  and  Capitolium  "  arc  always  men- 
tioned, especially  in  Livy,  as  two  distinct  things, 
and  the  Asylum  is  said  to  have  been  between  them. 
It  is,  however,  impossible  to  admit  this  without 
breaking  through  a  formidable  an'ay  of  classical 
authorities,  both  of  prose  writers  and  of  poets  ;  so 
_        that,  on  whichever  summit  we  find  the  fortress, 
B^^  there  also  will  be  the  temple.    Marliano  is  perhaps 
^^B'the  only  antiquary  of  the  old  school  who  ever 
^^H  pleaded  for  the  citadel  standing  on  Aracoeli ;  and 
^^Bhc   evidently   finds  some   difficulty   in   removing 
^^V  thence  the  **  Tarpeiun  Jove "  to  liis  proper  sta- 
■       tion.'**    This  opinion  has  been  of  late  years  re- 
H        vived  by  some  learned  Germans,  only  they  separate 
"        the  two  objects  boldly,   and  in  escaping  tlie  error 
of  Nardini,  who  may  almost  be  said  to  stand  alone 
with  his  temple  on  the  Aracccli,  they  fall  into  the 


I 


iM  Boma  Antica,  Jib.  v.  c.  H.  After  answering  seven  argu- 
ments alleged  in  favour  of  the  opposite  system  of  Donatus,  Nar- 
dini's  concluding  sentence  leaves  us  quite  at  liberty:  "  Tutto 
perd  sia  posto  per  mero  discorso,  et  per  maggior  chiarezza  delist 
materia,  e  kucisi  Veleziofte  air  altrui  piacere  I  *'  — find,  torn.  ii. 
p.  317. 

**•*  Vide  Marlian.  Urb.  Ram,  Topograpkia^  lib.  ii.  cap.  1 — 5. 
apud  Graviunij  torn.  lii.  p.  138 — 14-5.  edit.  Veneliis,  1733. 
The  error  ia  ably  confuted  by  Donatua  (apud  Grt^evium,  id* 
p.  645 — 64$.)t  who  even  compels  Marliano  "to  give  in  evi- 
dence." 
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equally  unsocial  mistake  of  MarlianoJ^  Justus 
Rycquius,  who  lias  written  a  whole  volume  on  the 
subject,  divides  the  whole  mount  into  three  dis- 
tinctive parts  '^  :  — the  Arx  or  fortress,  into  which 
he  puts  the  temple  of  I.  O.  M, ;  the  Saxum  or 
rock,  from  whence  the  malefactors  were  thrown  ; 
and  the  Capitolium,  which,  he  thinks,  in  a  more 
particular  sense,  was  the  name  applied  to  the 
northern  summit.  The  only  objection  we  have  to 
this  distribution  is  in  the  nomenclature.  Instead 
of  calling  the  Aracoeli  summit  the  Capitolium  by 
special  privilege,  we  would  say,  "  Mons  Capito- 
linus,"  and  apply  the  name  of  Tarpeian  cliiF  more 
generally  to  the  other  summit,  the  Saxum  being  a 
bold  piece  of  rock  looking  towards  the  Tyber. 
The  Capitolium,  in  its  strictest  sense,  certainly 
meant  the  great  temple  of  Jupiter,  with  the  many 
other  splendid  edifices  around  it.  Tacitus  has 
already  proved  this  to  us  sufficiently  j  and  if  more 
were  wanting,  we  might  bring  the  authorities  of 


1^*  See  Niebulirj  History  of  Roeme  (translated  by  Messrs.  Hare 
and  Thirwall),  vol.  i.  p.  4r40.  But  with  due  deference  to  that 
learned  historian,  "  the  older  and  better  topographers  who  pre- 
ceded Kardini,"  (unless  by  that  is  meant  Marliano)  never 
thought  the  Arx  was  where  "Aracceli"  stands;  for  see  Z^/Wo 
Mauro,  Aiitichita  di  NomOy  edit.  1,562,  p.  6.  &7. ;  Andreas 
J^uivio,  id.  carta  44.  edit,  in  Venezia,  1543  ;  Biondo^  Ronia 
ristaurat.  lib.  i-  No.  73.;  Camucciy  dclT  Ajitickitd,  Sfc.  p.  12. 
edit.  Venezia,  15fi.5,  in  4to. ;  and  above  all  Donatus,  as  cited  in 
the  preceding  note.  Even  the  Padre  Casimiro  (^Meniorie  della 
Chma  d Araceli^  p.  3.  edit,  lioaue,  1736,)  thinks  Montfaucon 
(^Diaricum  Italicuftu,  p.  172.)  did  prudently  *'  rimettendo  la 
qxiestione  ai  pii^  soggi." 

iM  J)e  Capiiolio  Roman.  Commentarius,  edit.  Lugdun.  1669> 
12mo. ;  vide  cap.  vii,  p.  77. 
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Suetonius  and  Dio,'"  It  cannot,  indeed,  be  de- 
nied that  these  names  were  sometimes  taken  in  a 
more  general  acceptation '" ;  but  that  will  not 
affect  the  propriety  of  these  distinctions. 

The  point  we  are  next  concemed  in  proving  is, 
that  the  fortress  and  the  Capitol  (the  proper  "seat 
of  I.  O.  M.*')  were  both  upon  the  same  summit ; 
and  for  this  pui*pose  it  will  be  sufficient  to  cite,  of 
the  prose-writers,  these  three  —  Plutarch,  Diony- 
sius,  and  Livy.  The  former,  after  correcting  the 
erroneous  traditions  whicli  prevailed  about  the 
origin  of  a  name,  observes,  that  after  the  death  of 
the  Virgin  Tarpeia  the  Iiill  was  called  Tarpeius, 
until  King  Tarquin  consecrated  the  place  to  Ju- 
piter. HencefortFi  the  name  of  Tarpeia  ceased  to 
prevail,  except  for  the  rock  from  which  they  threw 
the  criminals;  and  this  they  still  call  now  in  the 
Capitol  *•  Tai-peia."  ^"^  If  it  be  alleged  that  the 
word  Capitol  may  here  be  taken  for  the  whole 
mount,  the  same  writer,  a  little  after,  says,  *'  If 
the  temple  of  Jove  was  consecrated  where  the 
bones  of  Tarpeia  were  buried,  and  they  weretrans- 


197  ((  vi  subitil  in  Capitoliuiii  compulit,  succonsoque  tcraplo 
Jovis  Opt.  Max.,  oppresslt  [Sabinum  et  Flavianos]." —  Suet.in 
Vitelliot  cap.  xv> 

'Eju.irpijo'ffeW*!*' Sf  rSv  Tspt  to  KaTilihior,  dyixonnja-ay  i/To  ToiTwtpV 
Ka\  ttiUs  tva*ei€^U^  «l  rev  B*7<AXioi'  VTf altiJat  tKeintitv  ti  truxy^vi 
i-fovtvaar^  xai  Zia^affavlf;  Tarra.  rat  iyaxe/jutva,  Kartttp-^irait  aXAa  t« 
ttal  T^y  vaov  t«»  fiiycLVj  ic.  t.  X.  —  Dion  Cass.  lib.  Ixv.  p.  1072. 
tom.  ii.;  with  which  compare  Tacit.  Hist,  lib.  iii.  cap.  72. 

196  «  Prffiterea,"  observes  Douatus,  "  promiscue  totus  mons 
Arx  et  Capitolium  dictus  est,  idque  Marllonus  non  negat."  — 
Apud  Grartium,  tom.  iii.  p*  645. 

\^  PiutarcJi,  in  Bomuio,  p.  28,   edit.  Lutet.  Paris.  1624. 
£  £   d 
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ported  thence,  yet  the  cliff  retained  the  name  Tar- 
peia:  andtliis  affords  a  proof  the  bones  had  been 
Hear  the  cliff  where  afterwards  the  temple  was." 
Dioiiysius,  still  more  accurate,  speaking  of  Her- 
doniiis,  who  took  possession  of  the  Capitol  in  the 
year  of  Rome  S94,  says,  he  approached  the  city 
by  the  place  where  the  Capitolium  is,  being  not 
quite  one  stadium  (GQo  feet)  from  the  river.  Having 
entered  by  the  gate  called  Carmeutalis,  which  was 
open,  and  advancing  his  forces,  he  took  possession 
of  thegarrison,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  citadel, 
which  is  contiguous  to  the  Capitolium.^  In  the 
celebrated  account  which  Livy  gives  us  of  the 
attempts  of  the  Gauls  and  the  valour  of  T.  Man- 
lius,  we  invariably  find  him  mentioning  the  Arx 
and  Capitolium  as  two  distinct  things,  but  as  always 
involved  in  the  same  danger  or  success.  ^^  The 
house  of  Manlius  was  destroyed  j  and  it  was  hence- 
forth forbid  that  any  patrician  should  have  his  habi- 
tation in  the  citadel  or  the  Capitol ;  and  when  he 
was  thrown  from  tlie  Tarpeian  rock,  it  is  remarked 
by  the  historian,  that  tlie  same  spot,  winch  was  the 
citadel,  was  the  scene  of  his  glory  and  of  his  con- 
dign punishment.  ™^    The  site  of  his  house  was  af- 


2<W    Upoffixt  T^{  'Pw|A^<  KXTpt  Tari  to  x^pUv  tv$x  to  KanJvXMy  iffrlr, 

Tff  fpoiptav,  i-Ai'Biv  8e  «V(  t\»  axpatv  wff-a^e/o<,  l^t  ?«  t^  KaTTtluKl^  wpo- 
^'Xni — Dionys.  lib.  x.  cap.  14".  p.  611.  torn.  i. 

But  Herodian  may  finish  the  controversy  at  once.  'S.vviXBc* 
•tv  oi!k  tU  trvvi$ii  oT/vtS^iov,  &»*  sU  rev  too  Ajo;  vtuy  KavnuhUvov  tri* 
taiTi  'Pflj/xoioi  1%  dxpni'Ait,  —  Lib.  vii.  cap.  25.  p.  256.  edit.  Oxon, 
1678. 

^'  Vide  Tif.  Liv.  lib.  v.  A*  *-i.  i)assim. 

3W  Jtnd.  lib.  vi.  cap.  20. 
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terwards  occupied  by  the  temple  and  mint  of  Juno 
Moiieta.  If  we  turn  to  the  poets,  the  authorities, 
with  all  allowance  for  poetical  license,  are  still 
more  abundant  Manliiis  is  said  to  be  standing 
before  the  temple,  and  in  possession  of  the  lofty 
Capitol,  the  guardian  of  the  Tarj>eian  rock  ^ ;  the 
Tarpeian  fatlier  is  said  to  thunder  from  the  naked 
cliff -"^ ;  in  a  style  of  prophesy,  Silius  Italicus  de- 
scribes the  golden  Capitol  on  the  Tai*peian  rock^*; 
and  Ovid  salutes  the  Tarpeian  Jove  who  holds  the 
citadel.**  Nor  can  it  be  forgotten  how  clearly  Ta- 
citus describes  the  Capitolium  and  the  Capitoline 
fortress  in  one  place  j  whilst  Suetonius,  relating  the 
same  transaction,  equally  declares  that  the  temple 
of  L  O.  M,  was  set  on  fire.  ^^  In  shoit,  if  it  were 
expedient  to  bring  together  all  the  authorities, 
nothing  can  be  more  clearly  established  than  the 
fact,  that  the  great  temple  of  Jove,  with  the  adjoin- 
ing edifices,  collectively  called  the  Capitolium,  and 
the  citadel,  called  the  "  Arx  Capitolina,"  both 
stood  on  that  part  of  the  mount  called  the  Tarpeian 


3"*       "  In  5ummo  custos  Tarpei®  Manlius  arcis 

Stubut  pro  templo,  et  Capitolia  celsa  tenebut.'* 
Fabled  to  have  bten  sculptured  on  the  shield  of  j^neafi.      T^rff. 
jEneid,  viii.  652. 
*W      c*  Tarpeiusque  Pater  nuda  de  rupe  tonabat." 

ProperU  lib.  iv.  eleg.  i.  7. 
M*  De  Belh  Punicoj  lib.  iii.  625. 
**       **  Quique  teiies  alias  Tarpeias  Jupiter  arces." 

MeUtmorph.  lib.  xv.  H67- 
3*^'  See  Note  197.  p.  42K;    and  compare  Jiwenak  Satir*  vi 
47. 

**  Obruta  Virgo  jacet,  servat  quoque  nomina  turris 
Ilia  triumphator  Jupiter  undc  tonat." 

Corn£lii  GaUi  Eleg.  35. 
£  E   4 
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rock ;  and  that  this  was  the  southern  summit  needs 
no  demonstration.  Our  difficulty  will  now  be  less 
in  finding  out  the  very  site  of  the  fortress,  and  the 
rock  properly  so  called. 

The  citadel  of  Rome  was  necessarily  built  for 
defence  against  the  enemy  coming  from  Etruria  or 
the  north :  it  was  not,  therefore,  turned  towards 
the  Forum,  but  towards  the  Piazza  Montanara. 
When  the  courageous  youth,  Pontius  Comiuius, 
undertook  to  carry  a  message  to  the  Romans  be- 
sieged in  the  citadel  by  the  Gauls,  he  is  said  *^  to 
have  floated  down  the  Tyber,  and,  — at  the  place 
where  the  banks  of  the  river  came  nearest,  and 
where,  in  consequence,  the  Gauls  had  the  least  ap- 
prehension, and  left  it  unguarded,  —  by  a  broken 
and  precipitous  part  of  the  rock  he  got  into  the  Capi- 
tolium ;  tliat  is,  the  citadel.  The  attempt  made 
by  the  enemy  at  night  to  surprise  the  besieged 
was  by  the  same  place,  — being  led  there,  as  Livy 
supposes,  by  the  traces  of  the  messenger's  foot- 
steps. The  historian  soon  informs  us  that  the  rock 
he  meant  was  at  the  fane  of  Canneuta  ;  and  Diony- 
sius  points  out  the  part  of  the  Capitol  nearest  the 
river,  at  the  distance  of  a  stadium. J*^  These  inti- 
mations are  sufficiently  accurate,  independently  of 

20fl  "  Secundo  Tiberi  ad  Urbem  defertur,  inde  qua  proxima 
fuit  a  ripa  per  praeruptum  •  .  .  saxum  in  Capitolium  evadit," 
Tie.  Lit\  lib.  V.  cap.  46. 

20tf  Vide  Tit.  Lit\  Lib.  v.  cap.  47. ;  and  compare  Dioni/s.  cited 
in  Note  197.  p.  421.  ITie  temple,  the  altar,  and  the  gate,  called, 
atler  the  mother  of  Evander,  Carnienta,  were  all  "pointed  out" 
together.  See  Virgil,  ^l^neid.  viii,  336.  The  site  of  the  P. 
Carnoentalis  being  determined,  the  "  Saxum  Carmenta;'*  will 
follow  ;  for  see  Solinasy  Poiyhiston  cap.  ii.  and  Plutarch,  in  Ca- 
mifloj  p.  148. 
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the  light  yet  to  be  derived  from  the  position  of  the 
Porta  Carmentalis,  and  which  we  shall  show,  in 
another  Dissertation,  to  have  stood  in  the  Vicolo 
della  Bufala*  We  may  expect,  then,  to  find  some 
vestiges  of  this  solid  rock  —  the  "  Saxum  Car- 
menta?."  In  the  very  place  to  which  our  authori- 
ties would  lead  us,  —  that  is,  the  small  church  of 
S.  Maria  in  Vinciis  de'  Saponari,  — the  hill  is  too  far 
decomposed  and  encumbered  to  afford  a  specimen  ; 
but  at  no  great  distance  we  find  the  Via  delle  Rupe 
Tarpeia,  which  ascends  from  the  Toi**  de*  Specchi : 
there  stands  a  bold  piece  of  lithoid  tufo  rock, 
which  Ficoroni  measured  to  be  SO  Roman  palms  in 
height  On  the  top  of  it  we  discover  some  remains 
of  an  old  wall,  which  we  cannot  doubt  to  be  as  old 
as  the  age  of  Horatius  Pulvillus^'^,  but  very  pro- 
bably may  belong  to  the  original  fortifications  of 
Servius  Tullius.  Although  we  would  point  out 
this  as  the  best  example  of  the  "  Saxum "  on 
which  the  fortress  was  reared,  it  must  be  included 
in  the  more  general  name  of  the  Tarpeian  Rock  : 
but  as  we  find  the  criminals  were  tlirovvn  dowm 
from  that  part  of  the  hill  wliich  lay  towards  the 
river  ^'*,  it  is   here  where  we  must  look  for  the 


3"*  It  is  exceedingly  probable  tlmt  tliese  are  vestiges  of  the 
wall  to  which  Livy  alludes  in  the  following  terms:  —  '*  EoUera 
anno  [i.e.  u.  c.  24-7]  ne  privatorum  tantum  operibus  urbs  cre- 
Bceret,  Capitolium  quo^juc  saxo  quadrato  Hubstructura  est,  opus 
vel  in  hac  inagnificcntia  urbls  conspiciendum."  —  Lib.  vi. 
cap.  22. 

2U  'Efi»8i^«  [«.e.  Pont.  Cominius]  wfi^  tV  Kap/af»^*8a  wAiji-  ^ 

ttirvh  in  Camilh  p.  1-H.  F.  edit,  cilat.     Compare  id,  p.  148.  C. ; 
and  Tic  Liv.  lib.  vi.  cap.  20. 

The 
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«*  steep  Tarpeian,  the  promontory  whence  the 
traitor's  leap  cured  all  ambition."  The  part  of  the 
rock  which  corresponds  to  this  on  the  other  aspect 
is  in  that  garden,  on  the  Monte  Caprino,  where  the 
popular  •*  Rocca  Tarpeia  "  is  shown  to  strangers : 
and  a  little  more  towards  the  "  Consolazione  **  we 
conceive  the  hundred  steps  to  have  been  cut  out^ 
beginning  from  near  the  fourth  angle  of  our  Forum.. 
The  Via  di  Monte  Tai-peia,  as  it  leaves  the  Piazza 
dclla  Consolazione,  very  probably  preserves,  in  some 
degree,  the  direction  of  the  "  Centum  Gradus,"  The 
rock  upon  which  the  house  No.  3.  in  that  street 
stands,  indicates  that  it  lias  been  cut  to  make  way 
for  the  ascent ;  and  as  this  was  a  difficulty  not  likely 
to  have  been  undertaken  in  the  middle  ages,  we 
may  consider  the  circumstance  a  proof  of  its  an- 
tiquity. Under  all  these  local  bearings,  therefore, 
we  shall  have  the  Capitoline  citadel  extending  over 
that  garden  belonging  to  the  Duca  di  Caffarelli, 
which  joins  with  the  Salita  di  Monte  Caprino,  the 
entrance  into  which  is  by  a  door  at  the  end  of  the 
area  in  front  of  the  Palazzo,  Our  next  enquiry  is 
for  the  site  of  the  famous  temple  of  I.  O.  M.,  of 
which  Dionysius  has  left  us  a  most  accurate  descrip- 
tion. ^^^ 

We  are  informed  that  Tarquin,  the  fifth  king 
of  Rome,  first  laid  out  an  extensive  platform, 
by  levelling  the  rugged  and  uneven  parts  of  the 
rock,  and  building   up  the  space   with  immense 

The  fatal    rock  was    also    visible   from   the    Forum.      A/, 

p.  ]i8.  B.  'E7riTa^£v  &yiiv  avjlv  Cvspyuly  evcv  T^f  dytpa^  >,9(pep,  iri 
JJ  ri  x*;^o>'  KfiJ^'o*;  ffaZ-iovj  ^^^v  aurolVe^o?  ^tiXKuv  xqv;  iwiGafaris^. — 
Dionys.  Kb.  vii.  cap.  3-i.  p.  42'7. 

-'•'  AntiguUat,  Homan,  lib,  iv.  cap.  61.  in  torn.  i.  p.  248. 
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substructions ;  so  that  an  area  suitable  for  such  an 
edifice  might,  in  the  first  instance,  be  inaugurated* 
We  shall  not  dwell  upon  the  purifying  of  the  soil, 
and  the  lofly  basement  upon  which  the  edifice 
was  reared.  It  was  in  ail  eight  "  plethra,"  or 
770  feet  in  circuit ;  being  about  200  feet  in  length, 
and  185  in  width.  Its  elevation  was  towards  the 
south ;  and  the  portico  in  that  direction  had  three 
rows  of  columns,  but  only  a  double  row  on  tlie 
flanks.  The  interior  was  divided  into  three  cells, 
parallel  to  one  another ;  and  the  walls  of  separa- 
tion were  common.  The  cclla  in  the  midst  was  of 
Jupiter^  that  of  Juno  on  the  left;  Minerva's  on 
the  right  ^'^  —  all  under  the  same  roof  and  ceiling. 
This  description  of  the  temple,  however,  is  as  it 
was  rebuilt  by  Sylla.  He  replaced  the  original 
pilasters  of  shnple  stone  with  the  splendid  columns 
of  Pentelic  marble,  which  he  brought  from  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius  from  Greece-^^:  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  he  made  any  change 
in  the  original  ground-plan.-'^  The  cells,  although 
under  the  same  roofi  had  each  its  own  elevation ; 
for  we  read  of  the  gilded  *'  Quadriga* "  and  the 
twelve  glittering  shields  which  adorned  the  tym- 
panirni  of  Jupiter's  cella.^'^  This  is  represented  in 
a  medal  extanL     The  statue  appeals  thereon  in  a 


21*  Compare  Horate,  ode  xi.  lib.  i-  19«;  and  Zity,  lib.  vi. 
cap.  29. ;  Id.  lib.  iii.  cap- 17. 

^i**  Pliti.  Mu,  BisL  lib.  xxxvi.  cop.  6. ;  and  Plutarch  in  vii. 
PvhlicoL  p.  105. 

2»*  «  lisdem  rursus  vestigiia  situm  est,"  says  TacituSf  Histor, 
lib,  iii.  cap.  72. 

2»s  Tit,  Lit?,  lib.  XXXV.  cap.  41.  On  which  ornaments  consult 
EycquiuB  de  OtpiUtL  cap.  xxiii. 
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sitting  posture,  much  resembling  the  brazen  image 
now  adored  in  St.  Peter's,  especially  in  the  attitude 
of  stretching  forward  the  foot.  We  learn  also 
that  the  head  was  adorned  with  a  radiated  crown."' 
Pope  Honoriua  L  took  away  the  bronze  tiles  of  the 
Capitol,  to  make  use  of  for  the  old  Basilica  of 
St.  Peter*^**;  and  this  may  be  the  reason  why  some 
suppose  the  statue  of  Jupiter  was  also  taken  away 
for  the  same  purpose :  but  to  pursue  this  enquiry 
would  lead  us  from  our  subject  In  the  same 
cella  was  a  statue  of  Scipio  Africanus.  In  that  of 
Minerva  there  was  a  small  chapel  of  "  Youth  " 
(Juventus) ;  above  which  was  a  painting  represent- 
ing the  rape  of  Proserpine,^^^  The  ceilings  were 
gorgeously  gilded ;  the  pavement  of  the  finest  ma- 
terials; the  doors  were  of  bronze  overlaid  with 
gold;  and  a  profusion  of  statues,  and  other  objects 
of  suqiassing  art,  embellished  the  whole  interior. 
But  as  all  these  things  are  probably  lost  for  ever, 
it  would  be  a  needless  task  to  endeavoiu*  to  enu- 
merate them. 

As  the  fortress  has  been  shown  to  have  stood 
to^vards  the   Piazza   Montanara   and   the  western 


217  Compare  the  impression  of  the  mcdiil  at  the  end  of  tins 
Dissertation  with  the  passage  cited  hy  Rycqutus  from  PUnttHS 
in  Trinum.  act  i^  seen,  2.  v.  93. 

21B  I  suppose  Justus  Rycquius  (De  Capitolio  C'ommeni, 
cap.  xvi.  p.  *205.)  and  Marliano  (Urb.  Rom,  Topograph.  lib.  ii. 
cap.  1.)  had  some  other  authority  for  this  than  AnastJisius  (m 
vU,  HoTtor.  sect.  cix.  p.  120.).  The  latter  seems  to  be  relating 
an  acknowledged  fact :  "  Tegulas  areas  quas  Honorius  Pont. 
Max.  ad  aedem  Divi  Petri  tegendam  transtulit,  nonnuIUe  adhuc 
etiam  cemuntur." 

2i»  ValeriH^  MaximttSy  lib.  viii  cap.  15.  sect.  1.;  and  PHn. 
Nnt.  Hist.  lib.  xxxv.  cap.  10. 
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declivity  of  the  mount,  and  as  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  had  its  front  towards  tlie  south,  we  are  at 
once  brought  to  the  garden  behhid  the  Palazzo 
CaffareUi,  and  the  highest  part  of  the  Monte  Ca- 
prino.  An  edifice  so  situated  would  be  found  to 
face  tlie  Palatiuni,  and  be  conspicuously  seen  from 
the  Forum ;  and  as  Caligula  joined  the  Palatium 
and  the  Capitolium  by  a  bridge,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  nearer  Jupiter  to  hold  his  pretended 
conferences^,  we  see,  by  this  system,  a  propriety 
of  position  which  could  never  be  made  to  belong 
to  the  summit  of  Aracoeli.  The  Clivus  described 
by  Tacitus  conducted  to  the  outer  or  foremost 
doors  of  the  Capitoline  citadel ;  the  same  doors 
which  were  burnt  are  said  to  be  of  the  Capitolium  : 
and,  again,  the  seat  of  I.  O.  M.  was  bumL  We 
therefore  conceive  that  the  paved  ascent  so  often 
alluded  to  will  be  Ibund,  if  ever  the  state  of  the 
ground  admits  of  verifying  the  fact,  to  continue 
along  the  side  of  the  hill  as  far  as  the  Monte 
Caprino,  coinciding  in  some  measure  with  the 
present  Via  di  monte  Tarpeia.  This  street  was 
cleared  and  made  habitable  by  Pope  Gregory 
XIII.  in  1582 :  and  an  inscription  now  existing 
on  the  wall  of  the  house  No.  6l.  sets  forth  the 
popidar  opinion  of  that  period,  viz.  that  this  was 
the  way  to  the  Tai-peian  seat  and  to  the  Capitol. 
Opposite  to  this  inscription^  the  road  branches  off 
to  the  right,  and  leads  up  to  the  Monte  Caprino; 
having  on  the  left  a  small  garden,  which  we  sup- 
pose to  corres{)ond  with  the  front  and  part  of  the 


230  Suetan,  m  viu  CaUguL  cap.  xxiJ. 
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portico  of  our  temple.^*  By  entering  into  the 
dark  passage  at  No.  124.,  just  below  the  t^ien 
window  of  the  terrace  of  the  Palazzo  Caffarelli, 
we  shall  discover  a  portion  of  a  wall  of  peperine 
stone,  forming  at  one  place  an  angle ;  but  it  will 
be  seen  to  much  greater  advantage  on  the  other 
side,  by  obtaining  permission  to  enter  into  the 
garden  of  tiie  CaffarelU  palace.  There  will  be 
found  a  continuation  of  the  said  wall  for  nearly 
eighty  feet ;  and  this  we  are  inclined  to  consider 
as  a  flank  of  the  substructions  of  the  temple. 

Fabretti,  alluding  to  these  walls^,  and  to  more 
vestiges  which  he  saw,  considered  them  as  setting 
the  disputed  point  at  rest ;  and  that  these  were 
none  other  than  the  remains  of  tlie  great  temple- 
Such  a  solid  construction  (for  the  walls,  according 
to  Venuti*s  measurement,  were  twenty-five  palms 
in  tliickness,)  agrees  with  the  expression  of  Dio- 
nysius,  —  "built  on  a  lofty  basement,"  And  what- 
ever may  be  said  of  those  other  vestiges,  as  being 
constructed  with  scrupulous  conformity  to  the 
direction  of  the  natural  rock,  will  apply  as  well  to 
the  foundation  of  the  temple  as  to  the  citadel ;  for 
Tarquin  considered  this  circumstance  in  levelling 


'B'  A  church  called  S*  Salvator  in  Maximio  once  stood  near 
this  very  spot.  It  was  generally  believed  by  all  the  antiquaries 
of  tlie  Bixteenth  century  to  preserve  in  the  title  some  alluaiooa 
to  Jupiter  Maximus.  It  was  entirely  destroyed  in  the  year 
1587.     Vide  Albertin.  Cap.  de  Teniplis,  S^c 

232  "  Mirae  autem  subs  tract  ion  is  illius  tempt  i  certis^ima  hodie 
patent  vestigia,  postquam  Nobb.  de  CafFarelliis  jugum  ilium 
inter  eorum  et  Capitolin.  Conservatorum  eedes  medium  depri- 
mere  coepcrunt,"  &c.  —  Fabretti  de  Column,  Trajmu  in  addi- 
tion, as  approved  and  cited  by  the  Padre  Casimiro,  Memorie  <f 
Araoeli,  Sfc.  p.  3.  edit,  citat. 
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his  area.*  It  was  not  far  from  the  Palazzo  CafFa- 
relli  where  Fiaminiiis  Vacca-^^  saw  several  pilasters 
of  marble,  tliscovered  with  some  capitals  so  large 
that  out  of  one  of  them  was  made  a  lion  for  the 
arms  of  the  Grand  Duke  Ferdinand ;  and  out  of 
the  others  were  cut  the  prophets  in  the  "  Capella 
Cesi"  in  the  church  of  S,  Maria  della  Pace.  It 
is  very  probable  these  were  some  remains  of  the 
long-lost  temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus. 

Within  the  proper  precincts  of  the  Capitol  there 
were  several  other  buildings  besides  the  great 
temple:  we  shall  only  mention  the  three  follow- 
ing,—  the  temples  of  Jupiter  Custos,  and  of  Juno 
Moneta,  and  the  Curia  Calabra.  When  the  Capitol 
was  set  on  fire  by  the  soldiers  of  Vitellius,  Domi- 
tian,  who  was  shut  up  with  the  Flavian  party, 
narrowly  escaped  being  made  a  prisoner  by  con- 
cealing himself  in  the  lodging-room  of  the  "aedi- 
tuus, "  or  keeper  of  the  temple,  and  then  got 
down  into  a  house  near  the  Velabrum.  When  his 
father  became  emperor  he  threw  down  the  room 
of  the  **a}dituus,"  and,  in  gratitude,  erected  a 
small  chapel  to  Jove  (Conservator)  Preserver ;  and 
he  placed  an  altar  within,  on  which  was  sculptm'ed 
the  history  of  his  adventure :  but  when  he  became 
sole  emperor  he  built  a  large  temple,  instead  of  the 
chapel,  to  "  Jupiter  Custos."  Of  the  position  of 
this,  we  can  only  say  that  it  must  have  been  close 
to  the  temple  of  I.  O.  M.  [erected  u-  c.  342]*^ 


•  Sec  NoteNNN, 

23'  (Memorie,  No.  64.)     "  Dietro  U  palazzo  de'  Conservatori 
verso  il  Carcere  TuUiano,  t.  e,  S.  Nicola  in  Carcere." 
sa*  For  this  object,  see  Tacit.  Hist  lib.  iii.  cap.  74. 
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The  consecrated  edifice  (Ecdes)  of  Juno  Moneta 
stood  in  the  citadel,  on  the  very  spot  where  the 
house  of  M.  Maiilius  Capitolinus  had  been ;  and 
where,  also,  according  to  tradition,  King  Tatius 
had  fixed  his  abode.  It  is  evident,  as  far  as  Livy 
was  acquainted  with  the  subject,  confirmed  also  by 
an  expression  in  Ovid,  that  these  celebrated  objects 
were  on  the  side  o  fthe  Tarpeian  rock  whence  the 
criminals  were  precipitated;  that  is,  as  we  have 
already  sliown,  towards  the  Piazza  Montanara.^ 
Belonging  to  this  temple  of  Juno  there  was  a 
building  foflficina)  where  the  money  was  coined : 
hence  the  epithet  of  "  moneta,"  which  was  applied 
to  the  temple-^ ;  a  word  which  is  oflen  read  upon 
old  coins.  But  of  the  two  Tarpeian  groves  ^,  in 
which  the  whole  was  embosomed,  we  pretend  not 
to  give  any  description. 

The  Curia  Calabra,  to  wliich  we  have  alreadv 
alluded,  was  a  place  probably  of  no  great  extent, 
where  the  minor  pontifi*  was  to  observe  the  first 


325  Vide  Tit,Liv,  lib.  vii.  cap.  28*,  and  lib.  vi,  cap.  20.  i  So- 
iinus  de  Origin,  Urb.  cap.  2. 

"  Arce  quoque  in  aumma  Junoni  templa  Monetae 
Ex  voto  memorant  facta,  Camille,  tuo." 

Ovid.  Fast,  lib.  i.  637. 

And  compare  Plutarch,  in  vit,  CamiiL  p.  148.  edit.  Lutet.  &c, 
1624. 

We  must  not  forget  the  cottage  of  Romulus,  a  venerated  relic 
of  antiquity,  which  stood,  according  to  Macrobius  {Satumal. 
lib.  i.  cap.  15.)  near  the  Curia  Calabra;  and  Vitruvius,  who 
points  it  out  as  a  specimen  of  the  rustic  manners  of  antiquity, 
says  it  was  "  in  the  citadel."  -^  De  Architect,  lib.  ii.  cap.  i, 

22fi  TiLLiv.  lib.  vi,  cap.  20. 

227  ProperU  lib.  iv.  eleg.  9. ;  Cicero,  Oratio  pro  Domo  #««, 
cap.  XXX vii  i. 
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appearance  of  the  new  moons,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  augurs,  perform  certain  religious  rites. 
They  then  proceeded  towards  the  Via  Sacra  to 
announce  the  calendar  to  their  chief,  called,  in 
memory  of  ancient  times,  the  king  of  the  sacred 
rites.^  The  common  people  called  the  whole 
line  of  streets  througli  which  they  passed  the  Via 
Sacra,  even  up  to  the  very  citadel,  as  we  read  both 
in  Varro  and  Festus.^  Nardini  is  content  to  have 
the  Curia  very  near  to  where  now  tlie  picture 
gallery  of  the  Campidoglio  is,  the  ascent  nearly 
coinciding  with  those  steps  which  lead  to  the 
Monte  Caprino :  thus,  he  obsei'ves,  the  pontiff 
would  have  a  free  prospect  towards  the  east  and 
the  south  for  observing  the  new  moon.^"  We  now 
see  the  propriety  of  considering  that  piece  of  pave- 
ment which  has  been  found  near  the  senator's 
prisou  as  a  pait  of  the  steep  ascent  which  branched 
from  the  Clivus  Capitolinus :  and  Livy  makes  the 
distinction  suflSciently  clear  ^' ;  for  not  only  did 
the  censors  pave  the  Clivus  with  "  silex  "  as  far 
as  the  Senatulum,  whatever  that  was,  but  also 
above  itf  as  Jar  as  the  Curia,     This,  therefore,  was 


2M  Macrobiits,  Satumal,  lib.  i.  cap.  15.;  Festtts  in  voce  Cala- 
bra ;  and  Tit  Liv.  lib.  ii.  cap.  2.  et  alibi.  In  an  ancient  in- 
scription has  been  found,  regika  sacrorvm. 

'"^  Varro  de  Lin^,  Lat,  Ub.iv.  cap.  8.,  and  Festus  in  voce 
Saora  Via  ;  but  compare  Dissertation  VI.  p.  304*. 

M*>  JRoma  ArUicaj  torn.  ii.  p.  335.,  with  which  the  modern  to- 
pographers agree.  See  Pianta  di  Roma  AtUica  det  ArchiL  L. 
Canina,  p.  34. 

331  "  CensorcB  .  .  .  ct  Clivum    Capitolinum   silice  stemen- 
dum  curavcrunt :  ct  porticum  ab  mde  Saturni  in  Capitoliutn  ad 
Senatulum,     ac  siq^er    id   Curiam,    straverunt."  —  Tii-   Liv. 
lib.  xli.  cop.  27. ;  and  see  p.  390.  note  141.  of  this  Dissertation. 
VOL.  I.  F   V 
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"  the  portion  of  the  Via  Sacra,"  commonly  so 
called,  "  which  belonged  to  the  citadel  j  "  —  and 
such  are  the  topography  and  antiquities  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  Capitoline  mount. 

The  modern  Campidoglio,  by  which  we  mean 
that  pile  of  builrliiig  with  the  lofty  tower,  is  built 
upon  the  vast  substructions  of  an  ancient  edifice, 
which,  in  a  more  general  acceptation  of  the  term, 
was  also  called  the  Capitolium.  Our  attention  has 
frequently  been  directed  to  the  solid  walls  of 
peperine  stone  behind  the  temples  on  the  "  Clivus," 
and  we  have  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  after 
those  temples  were  built  the  whole  substruction 
must  have  been  masked  by  them ;  so  that  it  ad- 
mitted of  no  ingress  along  the  whole  front-  It 
extends  the  whole  length  of,  and  gives  the  form  to, 
the  present  Campidoglio,  and  is  still  partially  vi- 
sible also  on  the  two  flanks,  not  quite  suggesting 
the  form  of  a  rectangle.  The  elevation  towards 
the  Forum  measures  about  170  palms.  The  ori- 
ginal entrance,  which  has  recently  been  discovered, 
is  at  that  higher  piece  of  old  pavement  before  the 
prison  :  entering  there  we  shall  find  a  species  of 
continued  corridor,  formed  by  confronting  arches ; 
the  inner  row  is  the  most  perfect  Each  arch  is 
thirty-three  palms  in  height,  and  seventeen  in 
width  j  some  are  closed  and  others  open,  so  as  to 
admit  free  passages  into  the  compartments  which 
lay  behind  them.  The  architectural  ornaments 
are  all  gone;  for  those  fragments  which  we  now 
see  there  came  Irom  the  temples  on  the  Clivus. 
Pope  Nicolas  V.  made  a  magazine  for  salt  of 
these  vaults,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  pepe- 
rine stone  is  so  corroded.     This  place  was  called 
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in  the  middle  ages  the  "  Cancelleria."*  We  have 
given  the  disposition  of  the  interior,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  in  our  plan  of  the  Forum  ;  but  of  the 
elevations  we  can  attempt  no  description.  The 
corridor  and  rooms  into  which  there  is  still  access 
must  be  considered  as  the  first  story,  although 
already  so  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  found- 
ations. On  the  outside  may  still  be  traced  the  Doric 
capitals  and  some  remains  of  the  frieze:  above 
this,  no  doubts  rose  another  story,  which  has  now 
entirely  disappeared  ;  and,  for  any  thing  we  know, 
there  was  a  third,  or  at  least  an  attic.  Andreas 
Fulvio  copied  an  inscription  wliich  then  existed 
within  tliese  walls,  much  corroded  witli  the  salt : 
it  said  that  Q.  Lutatius  Catulus  caused  to  be  made, 
at  his  own  expense,  this  substruction  and  J^abn- 
lariimi  ^- ;  so  that  this  remarkable  ruin,  all  that 
can  be  said  to  remain  of  the  ancient  works  of  the 
Capitol,  was  the  Tabularium,  —  that  is,  the  place 
where  the  *'  tabulae"  or  plates  were  preserved  on 
which  were  engraven  the  decrees  of  tlie  senate  and 
people,  and  all  other  public  proclamations-  This 
was  so  effectually  destroyed  in  the  Vitellian  sedi- 
tion, that  Vespasian  is  said  to  have  been  at  the 
pains  to  search  up  copies  of  the  "  tabulae"  which 
were  lost,  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand.^"*  It  was 


•  See  Note  0  0  0. 

2sa  Fulvio  deUe  Aniichitdt  Sfc.  carta  48.    When  properly  cor- 
rected, it  is  thus ;  — • 

Q  .  LVTATIVS  .  Q  .  F  .  Q  .  N  .  CATVLUS  .  COS  ,  SVBSTRVCTIONEM 

ET    TABVLARIVM  .  EX  .  S  .  S  .  FACIENDVM 

COERAVIT. 

Compare  Plutarch,  in  vU.  Poblicol,  cap.  xv. ;  and   Cic,  in    Fer- 
rem.  iv.  31. 

'^^  Sueton.  in  Vespanan*  cap.  viii. 
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very  probably  also  called  the  public  Atrium  j  for 
such  an  object  is  mentioned  as  in  the  Capitol.*®^  We 
read  also  of  a  library,  which,  with  great  propriety, 
might  be  deposited  in  the  upper  stories. 

Between  the  Porta  Carmentalis  and  the  P.  Tri- 
uniphalis,  near  the  tomb  of  Bibiilus, — that  is,  along 
the  whole  of  the  Etrurian  side  of  the  Capitoline 
hill, — there  was  no  access  :  consequently,  the  pre- 
sent ascent  to  the  Campidoglio,  the  Via  delletre 
Pile,  and  the  approach  to  the  Aracceli,  are  all 
modern.  The  open  area,  where  the  equestrian 
statue  now  stands,  was  originally  the  valley  in 
which  Romulus,  after  the  custom  of  the  Greeks, 
opened  his  asylum  for  robbers.^  This  is  said  both 
by  Strabo  and  Dionysius  to  have  beeu  situated 
between  the  citadel  and  the  CapitoP^;  and  this 
was  the  argument  which  weighed  so  powerfully 
with  Nardini  in  placing  the  temple  of  I.  O.  M. 
upon  the  northern  summit.  But  the  difficulty, 
which  seems  at  first  sight  to  arise  from  the  solitary 


^■*  "  Atrium  Publicum  in  Capitolio." — Tit.  Liv.  lib.  xxiv. 
cap.  10.;  Bibiiothecaj  P^  OrosiuSj  Hist,  lib.  vii,  cap.  16.  p.  496. 
edit.Lugd.Batav.17S8. 

»*  Plutarch  in  viL  Romuliy  p.  22.  E. ;  and  Tit.  Liv.  lib.  i. 
cap.  8.;  Id,  XXXV.  c,  51. 

<br«8fifa<  a.(rv>>lv  tt  tc^evo^  /AeTaft  t^;  ax^a^  xaJ  tow  KaxiTtiXwir  T«t< 
de  ht.u  Maraptvy^yTOi,  k.  t.  X.  — •  Strabo,  Geograph,  lib.  r.  p.  352. 
edit,  ^mstelod.  cum  not.  Ca&aubon.  &c.  1707. 

To  y%^  ^ETofir  xtii^loy  mZ  te  KexTtTuX/oif  xal  t^c  atx^a;,  %  lutKttrak 
yvv  KaTct  TVjv  'Pwjuatwj-  haXexToy,  Ms$6ptoy  Sfo7y  S^t^Sv,  Kal  ijy  rirt  tw 
(Tv/A^ t^ijK^Tfl^  liroyvfAWy  i^Xa^  &fA<f)i\3i^itrt  Mar  afi<f  «Tf^a<  toc  <ryvaw7oi/o'ot< 
T«r<  X^ipoi?  Xayova^  iir»VitiDV  Uph  i^r?  affv\w  IiuTaK.  x.  t.  \»'—Diou\fS, 
Halxcanu  lib.  ii.  p.  8<).  cap.  15. 

On  the  "  Lucus  Asyli,"  see  Tacitusy  already  cited  in  p.  415. ; 
and  Tit.  Liv,  lib.  u  cap.  8. ;  and  Ovid,  Fast,  lib.  iii.  429. 
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passage  in  Dionysius,  will  vanish  at  once  if  we 
consider  the  Tabularium  and  its  dependencies  as 
entitled  to  be  called  also  the  Capitoliuoi :  and  it 
is  evident  that  it  was  so ;  for  the  temple  of  Con- 
cord is  said  to  be  between  the  Capitolium  and  the 
Forum.  And  certainly  the  Asylum,  supposing  it 
to  have  been  near  the  equestrian  statue,  might 
with  equal  propriety  be  said  to  have  stood  between 
the  Capitolium,  — i.e.  the  Tabularium,  — and  the 
"  Arx."  On  each  side  of  it  was  a  grove  ;  and  we 
have  seen  how  Tacitus  mentions  one  access  to  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  as  being  near  the  grove  of  the 
Asylum,  This  ascent  is  supposed  to  correspond 
with  the  modern  one  beginning  at  the  arch  of 
Septimius  Severus,  —  a  position  we  are  not  at  all 
disposed  to  deny  :  but  if  the  first  grove  occiured, 
as  most  assuredly  in  that  case  it  did,  as  soon  as  the 
side  of  tlte  Tabularium  was  passed,  and  the  Asy- 
lum with  the  second  grove  extended  as  far  as  the 
Via  delle  tre  Pile,  then  the  whole,  touching  the 
two  sides  of  the  mount,  lay  between  the  Capitol 
and  the  fortress,  without  referring  the  former  to  the 
summit  of  Araca^li.  Near  to  the  Asylum  it  is  agreed 
to  place  the  temple  (Vejovis)  of  the  young  or  beard- 
less Jupiter ;  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  Pliny 
calls  it,  nevertheless,  in  the  citadel.^^  "  In  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Capitolinc  mount"  Nero  erected  tro- 
t^phies  and  a  triumphal  arch,  in  honour  of  his 
victories  over  the  Partliians.     This  we  conceive  to 


a37  «  ^des  Vejovis  inter  Arcem  et  Capitolium,  prope  Asy- 
lum."—  P.  Victor,  in  Region,  VIII. 
Phn,  Nat,  Hist,  lib.xvi.  cap.  40. 
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mean  "  in  the  Intermontium,'*  and  to  be  synonym- 
ous with  the  "  Area  Capitohria."^* 

From  the  arguments  and  proofs  that  have  now 
been  brouglit  forward  in  favour  of  our  view  of  the 
Capitol,  it  will  appear  that  the  northern  summit, 
wliich  vet  remains  to  be  considered,  was  neither 
the  citadel  (Arx),  nor  the  rock  (Rupes),  nor  the 
Capitolium  in  any  special  acceptation ;  but  it  was, 
as  we  shall  see,  properly  speaking,  the  hill  of  the 
Capitol,  or  the  Mons  Capitolinus.  The  object  of 
greatest  celebrity  which  stood  upon  it  was  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Feretrius.  This,  according  to 
the  received  tradition,  was  the  first  temple  ever 
erected  at  Rome :  it  was  originally  built  by  Romu- 
lus, for  depositing  within  the  trophies  and  spoils 
which  he  had  won  from  King  Acron ;  and  we  have 
the  front  of  it,  together  with  the  act  of  triumph, 
represented  on  a  medal  of  the  Claudian  family. 
Although  it  is  said  to  have  been  enlarged  by 
Ancus  Martius,  it  was  but  a  very  small  building  j 
for,  from  the  vestiges  of  it  which  were  traced  in 
the  age  of  Augustus,  it  appeared  to  have  been  no 
more  than  fifteen  feet  in  length :  but,  as  the  em- 
peror raised  it  from  its  ruins,  it  very  probably 
aftei^wards  became  more  considerable,  both  in  mag- 


23S  Vide  Tacit.  Aiinal.  lib.  xv.  cap.  18.;  SiieL  in  vit.  Cali~ 
gttitBy  cap.  xxxiv. ;  and  compare  ^m^  Gell.  lib.  ii.  cap.  10.  TTic 
appellation  of  "  Intermontium,"  which  is  so  eagerly  caught  at 
for  designating  this  "  area,"  is  the  solitary  MiBopuv  of  Dio- 
nysius  (see  Note  236.  in  page  436.) ;  but  the  expression  is 
much  more  faithftilJy  rendered  by  "  interfinfiim  duorum  querce* 
torum."  Sec  SuidaSj  Lexicon,  torn.  ii.  p.  US.  So  that  the 
word  *'  Intermontium"  is  purely  conventionEd  for  antiquarian 
Rystcms. 
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nitude  and  splendour.  Dionysius  is  careful  to 
make  the  topographical  distinction  for  which  we 
contend^^  when  he  relates  that  the  temple  was 
built  on  the  "  summit  of  the  CapitoUiic  hill;  "  and 
that  is  where  the  church  of  Aracoeli  now  stands. 
In  another  place,  when  Romulus  puts  himself  in  a 
posture  of  defence  against  King  Tatius,  he  is  said, 
by  the  same  writer,  to  have  fortified  the  Aventine 
and  "  tliat  which  is  now  called  the  Capltoline 
hill'"'*:"  and  it  will  here  be  recollected  that  the 
Tyber  sufficiently  defended  the  Tarpeian  rock. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out  other  pas- 
sages in  whicli  the  northern  summit  is  evidently 
so  designated.  We  do  not  mean  to  contend  tliat 
the  appellation  was  not  frequently  applied  to  the 
whole  mount,  as  was  also  the  name  of  Capitolium  : 
but,  even  as  late  as  the  time  of  Suetonius-^^  the 
southern  summit  was  known  by  the  name  of  Mons 
Tarpeius ;  and  therefore,  in  a  particular  sense,  the 
other  was  the  Capitolinus.  Justus  Rycqius,  and 
many  other  antiquaries,   place  the  Athenaeum  on 


'TvfAaTti  ^ipirfUVy  o5  fJityav'  €ti  yap  aCraiS'  vu^tTai  dpxaTtiv  t'x*'*^**'*  T.  X. 

•^  Dionys,  lib.  ii.  cap.  34-.  p.  99.  torn.  i. ;  and  compare  TiL  Liv, 
lib.  i.  cap.  10. 

"  Templorum  omnium  conditorem  aut  restitutorera,  in- 
gressum  adem  Feretrii  Jovis,  quam  vestutate  dilapsam,  refecit 
[acilictt,  Augustus]."  —  Id.  lib.  Iv.  cap.  20. ;  and  compare 
Cornel.  Nepos  in  tnt*  Attic,  cap.  xx, 

Marliano  speaks  the  common  opinion  of  the  antiquaries  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  "  Jovis  Feretrii  templum  in  eo  loco 
(ut  plerisque  omnes  consentiuni)  ubt  nunc  est  Aracoeli."  —  l/rb, 
liotn.  Topograph,  lib.  ii.  cap.  I. 

•*•  Diont/s,  lib.ii.  cap.  36.  p.  101. 

*i  In  vii*  Jul,  Ct£8*  cap.  xliv. 
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this  same  height ;  but  it  is  more  certain  the  round 
temple  of  Mars  Ultor  was  adjacent  to  Jupiter 
Feretrius.^ 

The  only  vestiges  remaining  on  this  part  of 
the  hill  (except  the  old  coUimns  in  Aracoeli  may 
be  considered  such),  are  some  substructions,  about 
forty  palms  in  length,  under  a  modem  wall  within 
the  precincts  of  the  Franciscan  monastery.  To- 
wards the  Forum,  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill, 
was  the  Mamerthie  prison,  wliich  has  been  already 
treated  of  Behind  it,  along  the  rugged  descent 
communicating  with  the  Marforio,  we  see  some 
remains  of  other  substructions  on  which  the  walls 
of  the  monks*  garden  are  built :  it  is  not  impro- 
bable that  these  may  be  some  vestiges  of  the 
**  Scalae  Gemoiiia?,"  whence  the  bodies  of  the 
victims  of  popular  fury  were  cast  down  headlong, 
and  exposed  naked  to  the  insulting  mob.^     It 


34^  Concerning  the  Athenseum,  see  Salmeisius,  AnnotaL  in 
verb,  "  Quant  ego  repertam  in  Archivis."  TrebelL  PoUion.  in 
Tregin.  Tyrmu  cap.  x.  p.  274-.  lorn.  ii. ;  HisL  Axtgust.  edit. 
Ludg.  Batav.  1671.  Of  the  temple  of  "Mars  Ultor,"  in  the 
Forum  of  Augustus,  enough  has  been  said  in  the  preceding 
Dissertation ;  the  other,  in  the  Capitol,  was  round,  as  appears 
from  a  medal  extant.  'A/*e>.£r  [Augustus]  xal  &wia;  I'k  aCTo?^,  Kai 

»«/r^£. — Dion   Cass*   lib.  liv.    p.  737-   torn.  i. ;    and    compare 
Propert.  cleg.  x.  lib.  iv, 

'.'43  xhe  body  of  Sejanus  was  treated  for  three  days  together 
this  brutal  manner.  See  Dion  Cassiits,  lib.  Iviii.  p.  885.  torn,  ii. 
The  same  writer  points  very  clearly  to  the  place  we  havedesig- 
natecL  EwitSif  ti  ka*  iv  t^  KairirvXit^^  Sfwra?,  ^<  rv}v  aye^if  Kdcnftc, 
«f)UT0£i  ai/Tflu  oJ  ^apvipcpot  hia  ti  tiji  oS«i/  t^^-  J?  to  hsa-fi^l-^piov  dyaCirTji 
€^t7p%irov7oj  /*?j  8i/y7j^eV7f<  a^r^'   wri  t*?  o^^v  ^ffaxoXatfl^o-ai,  xal    KoJai 

Kctlivivw.  —  Id.  p.  880. 
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cannot  well  be  supposed  that  any  building  of 
much  consequence  would  be  stationed  near  the 
scene  of  such  disgusting  exhibitions:  we  must, 
dierefore,  ascend  up  to  the  monastery  before  at- 
tempting to  find  room  for  the  many  other  temples 
which  stood  on  the  Capitol,  Independently  of  the 
two  already  mentioned,  Rycqius  enumerates  eleven, 
which  we  liave  not  yet  even  named,  besides  a  variety 
of  honorary  and  colossal  statues,  triumphal  columns, 
and  tropliies  of  endless  victories^;  but,  as  not  a 
vestige  of  any  of  them,  that  we  know  of,  has  ever 
been  brought  to  light,  we  may  be  content  with 
pointing  out  the  extensive  monastery  of  the  "bare- 
footed friars"  as  a  monument  of  the  vicissitudes  of 
Imman  affairs.  A  recapitulation  of  the  history  of 
the  Capitol  may  now  close  our  Dissertation  on  the 
region  of  the  Koman  Forum. 

2+*  Our   "  Mons  Capitolinus"  waB,  according  to  Rycquis'a 
notion,  the  "  CapitoUum ;"  in  which,  however,  he  includes  our 
"  Area  Capitolina."     Besides  the  temples  of  Jupiter  Feretrias 
and  Mars  Ultor,  the  Athena;um,  and  other  objects  already  men- 
tioned, he  introduces  the  tbllowing  :  — 
'Juno  Regina. 
Jupiter  Fidei  Sponsor. 
'  Venus  Ericina. 
Venus  Calva  II.  Vet.  et  Nov. 

{Fortuna  Primigenia. 
Fortuna  Obscquens. 
{Diana  (fortd?) 
Ops. 

m  ^  1       riVIens. 
^^"P'^^llsUetSerapis. 
CapitoHo  Comment,  p.  87—89.  edit.  Lugd.  Bat.  1669. 
Although  it  would  be  difHcult  to  find  room  for  all  these  things 
at  once  :d>out  llie  church  of  Aracoeli   and  the  museum,   the 
curious  reader  may  see  the  authorities  for  their  existence  at  one 
time  or  other  in  Nardini\  torn.  ii.  p.  341,  &c. ;  also  in  DoncUus, 
de  Urb»  Rom,  Ub.  ii.  apud  Grteviumy  tom.iii.  p.  643,  &c. 
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TarquLnius  Priscus  was  the  founder  of  the  Capi- 
tohne  temple,  which  he  had  vowed  to  erect  to 
Jupiter  in  the  Sabine  war.  "He  might  rather  be 
said  to  have  measured  out  tlie  foundations  by  the 
hopes  of  future  greatness,  than  by  the  actual  re- 
sources of  the  Romans  at  that  period,"  Servius 
TuUius,  with  the  willing  aid  of  his  allies,  con- 
tinued the  work ;  and  when  Tarquin  the  Proud 
had  captured  the  city  of  Suessa  Pometia>  he  em- 
ployed the  spoils  in  accompUshing  his  predecessor's 
design.  But  the  glory  of  the  work,  says  Tacitus, 
triumphantly,  was  reserved  for  tlic  epoch  of  liberty.^" 
The  kings  were  banished,  and  Horatius  PulviUus, 
in  his  second  consulsliip,  at  length  finished  and  de- 
dicated the  Capitol,  [u.  c.  24*7-]  It  was  then  upon  so 
large  a  scale,  that  all  the  wealth  which,  in  subsequent 
ages,  was  lavished  upon  it,  might  rather  be  said  to 
heighten  its  splendour  than  to  increase  its  magni- 
tude. We  are  not  informed  that  it  received  any 
injury  during  the  first  siege  of  Rome  by  the  Gauls  ; 
and  from  the  consulship  of  Pulvillus  to  that  of 
L.  Scipio  and  C,  Norbanus  are  reckoned  4-25  years. 
Through  all  those  generations,  therefore,  it  stood 
firm  in  the  republican  strength  and  simplicity  of 
its  peperine  stone;  and  then  fell  a  prey  to  the 
flames  of  a  civil  war.  [u.  c,  07^.]  The  victorious 
Sylla  undertook  to  build  a  second  Capitol  upon  the 
old  foundations  ;  and  he  enriched  the  temple,  as  we 
have  described,  with  the  spoils  of  Greece,  From 
this  period  we  may  date  its  splendour ;  but  tlie 
only  thing  whicli  the  dictator  of  the  Roman  world 


-■**  It  is  chiefly  from  Tacitus  that  this  account  from  Tarquin 
to  Vitellius  is  derived.     IlistorUtr.  lib,  iii.  cap.  72. 
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considered  wanting  to  complete  his  felicity  ^^  was, 
that  he  had  not  lived  to  finish  his  work.  The 
glory  of  that  task  devolved  upon  the  consul  Q.  Lu- 
tatius  Catulus,  who  dedicated  it  in  the  fiyOth 
year  of  the  city;  and  his  name  existed  upon  the 
Tabularium,  as  we  have  aheady  said,  until  the  six- 
teenth century.  It  received  a  considerable  acqui- 
sition of  wealth  and  ornament  in  'consequence  of 
the  foreign  victories  of  those  ambitious  citizens, 
whose  object  it  was  to  court  popular  favour  by  a 
display  of  their  magnificence  ;  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent was  this  carried,  that  Julius  Caesar  is  said  to 
have  stolen  out  of  the  Capitol  3000  pounds'  weight 
ofgold.^'^  Augustus  amply  supplied  this  defect  with 
the  spoils  of  Egypt :  he  carried  into  the  cell  of 
Jupiter  alone  16,000  pounds  of  gold  at  one  time, 
besides  gems  to  the  value  of  403,645/.  stcrling.^^ 
The  gifts  and  **  ex  votos"  w^ere  various  and  valu- 
able beyond  those  of  any  shrine  in  the  world  ;  con- 
sisting of  golden  crowns  and  victories,  sUver  tables, 
candelabra,  vases,  and  every  object  of  luxurious 
art."''^  At  this  pitch  of  wealth  and  decoration  (such 
is  the  unbridled  fury  of  taction  !),  it  was  besieged 
and  set  on  fire  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  citj'.  "  And 
what,"  says  the  indignant  historian,  "were  the  mo- 
tives  of  this  fight?  what  w^as  the  end  to  be  gained 
by  such  a  sacrifice  as  this  ?    Were  we  contending 


2W  Vide  Plutarch,  in  Poplicola^  p.  104. ;  and  compare  Plin, 
Not,  ffist  lib.  vii.  cap.  43. 

^'  Sueion,  in  Casar,  cap.  Hv. 

^***  Id,  in  August,  cap.  xxx. ;  and  Dion  Cass.  li.  665.  torn.  L 

^^  Consult  Justus  Lipsius  de  Magititud.  Roman,  lib.  iii. 
cap.  5.  p.  773.  torn.  iii.  edit.  Vcsalia;,  1675- 
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in  arms  for  our  country?"  This  took  place  in  the 
civil  war  between  Vitellius  and  the  Flavian  party, 
of  which  we  gave  a  fbli*  statement  in  the  first  in- 
stance, [a.  d,  70.]  Vespasian  was  the  next  restorer 
of  the  Capitol,  and  he  set  the  example  of  clearing 
away  the  ruins  for  thatpurpose  with  his  o^vmi  hands.^ 
On  this  occasion  it  was  that  he  endeavoured  to 
supply  the  lost  copies  of  the  decrees.  After 
being  burnt  a  third  time,  soon  after  Vespasian's 
restoration  of  it,  Domitian  finally  raised  it  to  the 
very  height  of  its  splendour :  not  only  were  the 
ceilings  gilded,  but  also  the  very  tiles  and  the 
doors,  besides  the  latter  having  additional  border- 
ings  of  thick-laid  gold  j  so  that  it  is  said  tlie  gilding 
of  it  alone  cost  12,000  talents,— that  is,  l,97M50i 
sterling.  -**  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  this 
immense  wealth  was  ever  invaded  until  the  cala- 
mitous times  of  Honorius  [a,  d.  393-40^] :  tlien 
Stilicho,  his  general,  having  great  need  of  money, 
laid  hands  upon  the  gold  which  ornamented  the 
doors.  The  plunderers,  it  is  said,  met  with  an 
inscription,  which,  whilst  it  encouraged  their  sacri- 
lege, revealed  the  impending  destiny  of  the  em- 
pire :  —  "  These  (the  doors  or  gold  ornaments)  are 
reserved  for  an  unfortunate  king!"^^  "  And  this," 
says  Zosimus,  "  the  issue  proved;  for,  shortly 
after,  Stilicho  miserably  perished!"  We  can  hardly 
suppose  the  Capitol,  above  all  things,  to  have 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  Gothic  siege  of  the 


^^  Sueion.  in  Vespasian,  cap.  viii, 

2a  1  On  the  authority  oi  Plutarch  in  vie,  Poblicola,  p.  104^. 
252  MiSERO  REoi  SERVANTVR. —  Zosimus  i«  Honor,  et  Tkeo- 
dos,IL  lib.  V.  cap.  38.  p.  616.  edit.  Jena?,  1728,  in  8va. 
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city^\  which  took  place  only  seven  years  after  the 
death  of  Honorius  ;  and  we  are  positively  assured 
by  Procopius,  that  amongst  the  plunder  with  which 
they  filled  the  ships  of  the  Vandal  King  Genseric 
[a.  d,  4553,  there  was  one  half  of  the  gilded  bronze 
which  had  covered  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capi- 
tolinus.^-*  But  the  spoil  never  reached  the  shores  of 
Africa;  and  the  votaries  of  paganism  still  fancied 
they  saw  the  A'engeance  of  their  gods  displayed  in 
the  fury  of  the  elements,  when  the  rich  cargo  was 
scattered  over  the  waves  of  the  Mediterranean.  It 
is  probable  that  after  the  sack  of  Rome  by  Ricime^ 
which  followed  [A.D.472],andthetimeof  Behsarius 
[]a,d.537],  there  was  not  much  of  the  original  trea- 
sure left  to  tempt  the  avarice  of  Totila^*(^A.  D.546J : 
but  ifit  be  true  that  Pope  Honorius  L  still  found  some 
bronze  materials  in  the  roofi  it  proves  the  temple 
itself  to  have  sur\^ived  all  the  ravages  of  the  bar- 
barians of  the  north.  The  Anonymous  of  the  eighth 
century  enumerates  a  temple  of  Jove,  by  which  he 
evidently  means  the  one  in  tlie  Portico  of  Octavia  ; 
and  as  he  mentions  no  other,  it  is  fair  to  conclude 
that  the  Capitolium  was  already  in  ruins :  and  thus 
it  appears  that  the  fifth  century  was  the  period  of 
its  decline ;  the  sixth,  of  its  more  obvious  decay  ; 
and  the  seventh,  of  its  final  ruin.  The  palace  of 
the  Lateran  and  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter  now  began 


Tomandes  de  Eebus  Geticisj  cap.  xxx. 
Prvcopius  de  Bella  Vandalicoy  lib.  i.  cap.  5.  p.  189.  tom.i. 
edit.  Paris,  1662. 

2''"i  Tlie  Padre  Berti  {Ecclesias,  HisL  Bretu  vi.  cap.  6.  in  ap- 
pendice)  writes,  tliat  Totila  BCt  fire  to  the  Capitol ;  but  he  cites 
no  authority  for  his  assertion.  Procopius  is  a  saier  guide.  (De 
Bella  Goikioo,  lib.  iii.  cap.  22.  p.  517.) 
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to  eclipse  the  fame  of  the  citadel  and  the  Capi- 
toline  Jove ;  and  the  new  sensation  thrilled  not  less 
powerfully  through  the  disjointed  members  of  the 
Roman  world.  Before  the  dawn  of  letters  revived 
a  faint  light  once  more  upon  the  Capitol  in  the  per- 
son of  Petrarch,  the  genius  of  ancient  Rome  slum- 
bered unknown  amongst  the  unintelligible  ruins  of 
the  Tarpeian  fortress.  There  might  still  have  been 
found  some  traces  of  the  great  temple  even  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  if  any  one  had  cared  to  investi- 
gate the  monuments  of  antiquity ;  and  before  the 
renown  of  the  Capitolium  finally  expired  like  the 
last  fluttering  effort  of  the  fading  taper,  the  tribune 
Rienzi  proclaimed  from  its  summit  a  transient  hour 
of  liberty.^  []a.  d.  1347.]  Then  no  more  is  it  found 
in  the  annals  of  the  world ;  and  its  squalid  appear- 
ance in  the  fifteenth  century  [a.  d.  1480]  could 
almost  draw  tears  from  the  eye  of  the  stranger.  ^^ 
The  only  compensation  he  will  now  find  is  its  asso- 
ciation with  the  name  of  Michael  Angelo;  and 
although  the  modern  edifices  be  totally  unworthy 
of  a  site  once  so  august,  it  is  still  the  kindred 
genius  of  art  which  links  the  degenerate  Campi- 
doglio  with  the  splendid  architecture  of  ancient 
Rome.  It  is  true,  in  endeavouring  to  seize  the 
chain,  wc  fall  into  a  chasm  of  1000  years  j  but  the 
imagination,  aided  by  the  "relics  of  empire,"  which 
still  exist  in  the  Capitol,  will  easily  span  the  night 
which  intervenes  between  the  setting  and  the 
rising  again  of  the  civilising  arts  of  human  life. 
The  Capitoline  hill  unites  the   localities  of  the 


"^  Gtbbon*8  History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall,  8^c,  ch.  Ixx. 
^^"^  Poggio  FiorenHnode  Varietat.  Foriun.  p,  5 — 21. 
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ancient  and  modem  cities ;  but  it  seems  also  to 
be  the  spot  on  which  the  excellencies  of  both  are 
destined  to  flourish,  as  long  as  Rome  and  the 
Colosseum  shall  stand ;  or  as  architecture,  sculp- 
ture, and  painting  shall  be  considered  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  civilised  Europe. 
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INDEX 

OF 

THE  PLAN  OF  THE  ROMAN  FORUM 

AND  THE  PLACES  ADJACENT. 


No.  1.  Temple  of  Venus  and  Rome. 

2.  Church  of  S.  Francesca  Romana. 

3.  Basilica^  commonly  called  the  Temple  of  Peace. 

4.  Temple  of  Remus,  now  the  church  of  SS.  Cosmas 

and  Damiano. 

5.  Walls  of  travertine  stone,  remams  of  some  build- 

ing unknown. 

6.  Temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina,  with  the  con- 

secrated enclosure  measured  by  Palladio,  but 
now  covered.  Idem  the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo 
in  Mirandis. 

7.  Site  of  the  Arch  of  Fabius. 

8.  Church  of  S.  Hadriano,  including  some  remains  of 

an  ancient  building. 

9.  Church  of  S.  Martina. 

10.  Mamertine  prison. 

11.  Arch  of  Septimius  Severus. 

12.  Remains  of  the  Temple  of  Concord. 

13.  Portico  and  substructions  of  the  Tabularium. 

14.  Temple  of  Jupiter  Tonans. 

15.  Temple  of  Fortune,  or,  according  to  others,  of 

Vespasian. 

16.  Pillar  of  Phocas,  with  two  other  unknown  base- 

ments. 
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17.  Church  of  the  Madonna  ddla  Consolazione. 

18.  Gra3costasis,  or  Comhiiim. 

19.  Curia  Hostilia  vel  Julia  —  the  Senate-house. 

20.  Church  of  S.  Theodora,  supposed  to  be  built  upon 
the  ruhis  of  the  Temple  of  Vesta. 

21.  Church  of  S.  Maria  Liberatrice. 

22.  Ruins  of  the  house  of  Caligula. 

23.  Other  ruins  of  tlie  palace  of  the  Caesars. 

24.  Remains  of  the  vestibule  of  the  said  palace,  pro- 
bably of  the  age  of  Vespasian, 

25.  Ruins  of  the  Golden  House  of  Nero. 

26.  Arch  of  Titus. 

27.  Site  of  the  Tower  of  the  Frangipnni,  built  in  the 
ninth  century,  and  thrown  down  in  1830  ! 

28.  Modern  buildings. 

N.  B,  The  buildings  that  occur  in  the  section  taken  on 
the  line  A  B  are,  — 

ITlie  Arch  of  Titus. 
The  Grrccostasis  ;  the  elevation  towards  the 
Temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina  being 
restored. 
The  Pillar  of  Phocas. 
The  Temple  of  Fortune,  with  the  elevation 
restored. 
A  lateral  view  of  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Tonans. 
The  Portico  of  the  Tabularium. 
And  note  farther,   that  in  the  Plan  the  vestiges  of  the 
•    ancient  buildings  still  vi&ible  arc  delineated  in  black  lines, 
and  the  parts  supplied  in  a  lighter  shade.     The  churches 
Iso,  and  other  modern  buildings,  are  distinguished  by 
unter  lines. 
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NOTE  A,  page  4. 

According  to  Ovid's  derivation  of  llie  word  Latiuni,  il 
is  as  old  as  Jupiter  himself:  — 

"  Hac  ego  Saturnum  memlni  tellure  receptnm ; 
Coelitibus  regnis  ab  Jove  pulsus  erat. 
Inde  dill  gcnti  mansit  Saturiiia  nomen ; 

Dicta  quoque  est  Latium  terra,  latente  Deo/' 
Oind,  Tv/s^lib.i.  V.235. 

But  Varro  thinks  that  the  name  of  Latium,  from  lateo,  is 
derived  from  the  situation  of  the  country, — concealed,  as 
it  were,  within  tlie  Alps  and  Apennines  !  Eutropius  (lib.  i.) 
agrees  with  Ovid ;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this  was  the 
popular  opinion.      Vide  Virg,  .Mneid,  viii.  v.  322. 


NOTE  B,  page  8. 

When  the  senate  did  not  think  proper  to  decree  the 
honour  of  a  triumph,  the  ambitious  general  triumphed  on 
the  Alban  mount.  The  Latin  holidays  were  also  celebrated 
on  this  summit,  when  the  consuls,  newly  created,  dis- 
tributed flesh  to  the  Latin  people:  this  was  called  the 
"  Visceratio.^*  (See  Biondo  de  THumph.  Boman.  lib.  li.,  and 
Nibbi/s  Fiaggio  Antiquario,  torn.  ii.  p.  132.)  But  if  Ter- 
tullian  is  to  be  believed,  the  sacrifices  made  on  the  Alban 
mount  wore  not  always  so  innocent ;  and  there  is  a  stain 
upon  the  classical  spot  which  not  the  revolution  of  ages 
ciui  wash  away.  "  Eccc  in  ilia  religiosissima  urbe  iiilnea- 
darum  et  Jupiter  quidam,  quern  ludis  suis  humano  proluunt 
sanguine."  (Vide  TerhdL  Apol,  p.  27.)  Upon  this  passage 
Franciscus   Zephyrus  has  shown  us  the  benefit  of  a  para- 
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phrase  :  "  Sanguis  etiam  humanus  large  effunditur,"    Vide 
Paraph,  in  loco. 


NOTE  C,  page  16. 

"  Igitur  a  Foro  Boario,  ubi  oereum  Taurl  simulacrum 
adspicimus,  quia  id  genus  animatiuinaratro  subdituri  sulcus 
designandi  oppidi  coeptus,  lit  magTiain  Hercnlis  arani  am- 
plecteretur.  Inde  certis  spatiis  iriterjecti  lapides,  per  ima 
Mnntis  Palatini  ad  Aram  Coiisij  mox  ad  Curias  veteres, 
turn  ad  sacellum  Larium:  Fornmque  Romanum,  et  Capito- 
lium  non  a  Romuloj  sed  a  Tito  Tatio  additum  urbi  credi- 
dere*" — Tacit.  Ann.  lib.  xii.  cap.  24.  Some  would  put  the 
comma  after  Larimn  instead  of  Romanum  :  the  construc- 
tion of  the  sentence,  and  the  probability  of  the  case,  seem 
to  me  to  justify  the  punctuation  here  given.  I  have  there- 
fore rather  followed  Donatus  (lib.  i.  de  Urb,  Rom,  cap.  3.) 
than  Blondus,  J?om-  Rest,  lib,  i.  cap.  72. ;  and  preferred 
Nardini's  reading,  de  Rom.  Anfiq.  lib.  i.  cap.  2.,  to  that  of 
his  editor.  Ibid.  edit.  Rom.  1818.  Compare  also  Giom/- 
siuSf  lib.  ii.  cap.  50-,  and  Sextiis  Aurelius  Victor  in  Romulo. 


NOTE  D,  page  43. 

The  whole  of  the  passage,  which  we  shall  have  again  to 
recur  to,  is  generally  written  tlujs  :  — 

"  Mcenia  ejus  coUegere  ambitu,  imperatoribus  censori* 
busque  Vespasianis,  anno  conditae  dcccxxvi,  pass.  siii.  mcc. 
complexa  montes  vii.  ipsa  dividitur  in  regiones  xiiii.  Com- 
pita  larum  ccLxv.  Ejusdem  spatii  mensura  currente  a 
niilliario  in  capite  Roraani  Fori  statuto  ad  singulas  portas, 
quEe  sunt  hodie  numero  xxxvii.  ita  ut  xii.  portae  semel 
nuiuerentur,  preetereanturque  ex  veteribus  Tii.  quae  esse 
desierunt,  efficit  passuumper  direcLuni  xxx.  M.  ncci.xv.  Ad 
extrema  vero  tectorum  cum  castris  prsetoriis  ab  eodem 
tnilliario  per  vicos  omnium  vlarjm,  mensura  colligit  pauIo 
amplius  ucx,  m."  —  Plin.  Hi&t,  Nat.  lib,  iii.  cap.  5. 
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NOTE  E,  page  46. 

See  lIjc  arguments   of  Nardhti,    Jib.  i.  cap.  10.    noma 
Antica, 

There  is  no  getting  out  of  the  vuHt^y  between  the  Qui- 
rinal  imd  Capitoline  hills  without  ii  combat.  The  Porta 
Ratumena,  Catularia^  Flumeiitanaj  Triumphalis,  and  the 
ancient  Flaminia,  all  contend  for  a  place  ahinit  the  Foinm 
of  Trajan;  x\\e  fist  of  these  gates  is  mentioned  once  by 
Plutarch,  Pimy,  and  Festiis  respectively,  without  any  fur- 
ther intimation  of  its  position  than  that  it  was  about  ihc 
Capitol:  hence  some  have  thought,  without  any  audiority 
for  or  ngninst,  the  P.  Ratumena  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
CnpitoJ.  —  2.  TTic  Catularia  is  vaguely  hinted  at  by  the 
editcu"  of  Festus.  An  ancient  interpreter  of  SuetoniuSj  as 
doubtful  as  the  P,  Catularia,  says,  "  Porta  Triumphalis 
media  fuisse  videtur  inter  Portani  Flumentanam  et  Catii- 
lariam."  There  is  a  sort  of  presentiment  amongst  anti- 
quaries that  the  gate  in  question  was  under  tlie  Quirinal 
hill.  (See  also  the  additional  labour  of  Sigiior  Nihby^ 
Le  Mura  di  Monia,  p.  1 35^)  —  3.  The  Porta  Flumentaiia  has 
already  been  disposed  of. — 4.  There  was,  doubtless,  a  gate 
in  the  circuit  of  llie  walls  emphatically  called  the  "  Porta 
Triumphalis."  [Cic,  inPisoji.  cap. 23.)  The  senate  decreed, 
as  the  highest  honour  to  the  memory  of  Augustus,  that  his 
dead  body  shouhl  be  carried  out  by  this  gate  (Stieto^u  in 
vit.  Aug.  cap,  100,):  from  which  circumstance,  and  the 
passage  in  Cicero  just  referred  to,  it  is  to  be  concluded 
that  the  triumphal  gate,  like  the  holy  dtxirs  of  the  modern 
Basilicas,  was  only  laid  open  on  solemn  occasions.  Joseph  us 
informs  us  (dc  Bella  Judaic,  lib.  vii.  cap.  16.)  that  Vespa- 
sian, whose  triumphal  procession  was  put  in  order  at  the 
portico  of  Octavia,  now  the  Pescheria,  approached  the  gate 
through  which  tlie  triumphs  always  entered  the  city;  from 
which  uccoinit,  taken  along  with  the  funeral  procession  of 
Augustus,  and  the  situation  of  his  mausoleum,  it  is  fiirther 
deducible  that  the  Porta  Triumphalis  led  into  the  Campus 
MartiuSj  and  therefore  might  be  placed  either  at  the  eastern 
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or  western  exlremity  of  the  Capkol.  Now  the  triumphs 
from  the  north  came  sometimes  on  the  Via  Flaminia ;  for 
Martial  (Epig.  x.  6.  3.),  joyfully  anticipating  the  return  of 
Trajan  in  triumph  from  Dacia,  says,  — 

*'  Quando  erit  ille  dies,  &c. 

•         »         «         * 

Quando  morce  dukes,  longusque  a  Caesare  pulvis, 
Totaque  Flaminia  Roma  videnda  via?" 

Compare  also  Claudius  de  Laudibus  StilickoPi^  xxii.  397-  A 
triumphal  arch  is  known  to  have  stood  as  near  to  the  Capitol 
as  the  church  of  S.  Maria  in  Via  Lata ;  and  the  tomb  of 
Bibulus  still  remains  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road. 
From  the  arch  of  Gordian,  just  alluded  to,  to  the  sepulchre' 
placed,  as  was  the  custom,  by  the  road-side,  seems  a  natural 
continuation  of  the  Triumph;  if  so,  the  Porta  Triumphalis 
was  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  Capitol.  But  as  it  was 
not  for  common  use,  at  the  head  of  the  Via  Flaminia  was 
another  gate ;  and  of  the  several  names  already  enumerated 
we  have  chosen  the  most  popular  one  of  P.  Flaminia, 
distant  from  the  Pons  Milvius,  according  to  the  Carta 
Peritingerimiay  three  miles  (Vide  Nibh/s  Dissert,  delta  Via 
degll  Jfiiic/ir,  p.  58.),  and  corresponding  to  the  modern 
Porta  del  Populo.  After  the  triumph  had  entered  the  city 
we  lose  sight  entirely  of  its  direction :  thus  much  we  know, 
it  paraded  in  the  Forum,  and  finished  at  the  temple  of 
Great  Jupiter  on  the  Capitol.  The  isolated  passages  col- 
lected by  anti(fuaries  to  show  the  route  of  the  procession, 
rather  prove  that  there  was  no  particular  route  observed ; 
probably  it  was  at  the  will  and  order  of  the  conqneror,  as 
the  various  positions  of  the  triumphal  arches  now  remain- 
ing may  seem  to  imply,  and  as  appears  in  the  triumph  of 
Vespasian.  E?re/x7rov  rov  ^piaju-^oy  S*a  tcuv  ^turpcov^  hi^thavvovTBi 
SVoif  sli  Tots  vXiiSea-iv  jj  ^la  (>umv.  —  Joscphtis  de  Belt,  Judaic, 
lib.  vii.  cap.  16.  As  much  as  is  here  written  upon  the  site 
of  one  gate  might  be  said  of  almost  all  the  rest  ui  our  cir- 
cuit of  (he  old  walls  ;  but  we  are  loath  to  weary  the  patience 
of  the  reader. 
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NOTE  F,   page  46. 

The  following  passage  will  also  show  how  a  writer, 
eighteen  centuries  ago,  was  puzzled  witli  a  task  antiquaries 
are  still  bold  enough  to  undertake :  — 

"  Quirinalis  porta  eadem  quae  et  Collina  dicebatur,  ut 
legimus  apud  anti(|uo»  scriptores  :  posituin  autem  iinlus 
nomcn  pro  alterius  nomine  reperii,  quia  initio  itn  conjunctfc 
fuerunt  ut  unain  tautuni  fuisse,  quasi  id  suif'ragetur  quam 
ideo  notnijiari  ait  CoUinain  Saalra  proxime  earn  quod  collis 
Quirinalis  est.  Portam  rursum  Qulrinalem  ideo  appellant, 
sive  quod  ea  in  collem  Quirinalem  itur,  sive  quia  proxime 
earn  sacelhim  est  Qitirtni,  umie  ut  videtur  usurpatio  facta; 
et  duplex  nonien  uni,  eidemque  rei  luipositum  est."  —  Fesitts 
in  verb.  Qidrinalis  Porta. 


NOTE  H,   page  48. 

Cicero  (in  the  passage  referred  to  in  Note  E,  page  455. 
Orat.  in  Pison.  cap.  xxiii.)  leads  us  to  conjecture  there  was 
no  gate  between  the  Ceelimontana  and  Esquilina.  "  Cum 
ego,  Cflelimontana  porta  introisse  dixisseiu,  sponsione  me, 
ni  Esquilinii  introisset,  homo  promptisslmus  lacessivit : 
quasi  vero  id  aut  ego  scire  debuerim,  ut  vestruni  quispiam 
audierit;  aut  ad  rem  pertineat,  qua  tu  porta  inlroieris, 
modo  ne  Triumphali :  quae  porta  Macedonicis  semper  Pro- 
consulibus  ante  te  patuiU"  Pauviuio  and  Fulvio  identify 
the  P.  Cffitimontxma  with  the  P.  Asinaria,  now  existing 
near  tlie  Porta  S.  Giovanni ;  of  the  latter  antiquary  Tk}- 
natus  observes,  "  In  causa  affcrcnda  ridiculus  magis  quam 
eruditus."  —  De  Urbe  Roma^  lib.  i.  cap.  xix- 


NOTE  I,  page  52. 

Tliis  (hstance  is  measured  upon  NoUi's  great  plan  of 
Rome;  thus  — 
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From  the  suppoeed  site  of  the  P,  Flutnentana,  be- 
hind the  S.  Kicolu  in  Carcere,  to  tbe  site  of 
the  P.  Carmentalis,  in  the  Via  ddla  Bufala, 
near  the  Piazza  Montaaara  -  -  - 

To  the  foot  of  the  steps  of  Ara  CojUj  passing  by 
the  Chiesa  di  S*  Marian  in  Vicolo  Sfiponari, 
and  the  Oratorio  di  S.  Andrea  in  Vinci,  in  the 
Via  Torr  de'  Specdn  *  -  - 

To  the  tomb  of  Blhulus,  at  the  hottom  of  the 
Via  Marforio  -  _  - 

To  the  Strada  delta  PilotU,  behind  the  Colonna 
PaJace  -  _  -  - 

To  tlie  vicinity  of  tbe  fountain  of  Trevi    - 

To  the  Strada  delle  quattro  Fontane,  at  the 
piazza  Barberinl  ,  _  - 

To  the  vestiges  of  the  old  walls  beneath  the  Villa 
Barberini  _  _  -  ^ 

To  the  site  of  the  P.  CoIIina,  above  the  ruioa  of 
Sallust's  houee  -  ,  - 

The  length  of  tlie  Agger  of  Serviua  to  the  P. 
EsquiHna  -  _  _  - 

From  the  site  of  the  P.  Esquilina,  near  the  Arco 
S.  Vito,  to  the  P.  Cslimontana,  passing  by  the 
church  of  SS.  Pietro  e  Marcellino 

From  the  position  of  the  P.  Ceelimontana,  near 
the  Hospital  of  the  Lateran,  to  the  P.  Capena, 
by  the  flexures  of  tbe  Cselian  hill 

To  the  corresponding  point  in  tbe  present  walla 
beyond  the  church  of  S.  Balbina 

To  tbe  site  of  tbe  P.  Lavernalis*  beneath  the 
bastion  of  Pope  Paul  III. 

The  rest  of  the  Aventine  bill  to  tbe  P.  Trige- 
mina  at  tbe  Tyber  -  -  - 

The  distance  intervening  on  tbe  banks  of  tbe 
river  between  the  P.  Flumentana  and  Tri- 
gemina  -  .... 


English  foec* 
665 

1240 

665 

960 
1230 

1560 

1860 

14-20 

4S50 

3580 

3900 

2060 

2000 

2300 
28,290 

2400 
30,690 
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NOTE  K,  page  54-. 

"  Pomcerium  verbi  vim  solum  intuentes,  post  mcriiiim 
interpretantnr  esse.  Est  auteni  mngis  circa  muntm  locus, 
queni,  in  condendis  urbibus,  quondam  Etrusci,  qua  murum 
ducturi  craiit  certis  circa  tenninis,  iiiaugiirato  consecra- 
bant;  ut  neque  interiore  parte  aedificia  inoenibus  continua- 
reiiUir,  qua*  nunc  vulgo  etiain  conjungunt,  et  extrinsecus 
puri  aliquid  ah  hutnano  cultu  pateter  soli.  Hoc  spalium 
quod  neqite  Iiabitarij  neque  uniri  fas  est,  non  magls  quod 
post  murum  esset,  quam  quod  murus  post  id,  pomoerium 
Komani  appellarunt,  et  in  urbis  incremento  semper  quan- 
tum moeiiiu  proccssura  craut  tanlum  termini  hi  toiisecrati 
proierebantur," — T.Liv,  lib.  i.  c,44-. 


NOTE  L,  p.  55. 

"  Propterea  qusesitum  est,  ac  nunc  etiam  in  quffistione  est, 
quam  ob  causam,  ex  septeni  urbis  montibus,  cum  caeteri 
sex  intra  pomcerium  sint,  Aventinus  solum,  quae  pars  non 
longinqua  nee  infrequens  est,  extra  pomcerium  sit :  neque 
id  Servius  Tullius  rex,  neque  Sulla  qui  proferendi  pomoerii 
titukiui  quajsivit,  neque  postea  D.  Julius  cum  pomcerium 
proferrct,  intra  effatos  urbis  fines  induserint.  Hujus  rei 
Messjila  aliquot  causas  videri  scribit,  sed  praeter  eas  omnes 
ipse  unam  probat,  quod  in  eo  monte  Remus,  urbis  condendie 
gratia,  auspicaverit,  avesque  irritas  babuerit,  superatusque 
in  aus])ieio  a  Konmlo  sit" — Aulus  Gellius^  lib.  xiii.  c.  14. 


NOTE  M,   page  5G. 

The   following  passage,  without  any  commentary,  will 
place  the  whole  of  this  subject  in  its  proper  light :  — 
OuT05  6  (SaciXeisTiXiwraioj  ^uf?){rsTovTTfpiSoXoyT^$  xoXewf,  touj 
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NOTES, 


raX>ia  rot  vpo^  A*ouf  S<rja  fii«wpafa/Aevoj.  wpOTwrepa*  Se  oujc  fT* 
Tpo^Xdffv  ^  KaTa<rxitJij  rrn  ToXetof,  ovx  fctfvrof)  coj  paaiy  toD  Sai^ov/a • 
aXP^'  Ir***  ciiruvia.  rei  TFSp)  r^v  WXiv  oixsjUrEvat  ;^«^*a,  woAXa  cvra 
xal  i^eyaXotj  y6fiva  x.ec)  arei;^*^^,  x«i  /5«j-«  ttoX^^iOiS  eAflwffiv 
VTO^stptoL  ysvea^oti'  Kfc^  rl  ^iv  fi$  ravra  Tif  o^cuv  to  fjt,eys$05 
l^tTa^stv  fio'j>^y}<Tsatt  r^j  'Pio^ijjj  TrXavdEO'fiai  ts  avayxatrfliitrsTa*, 
xa)  tfp^  gffii  ^i^atov  VTrifjJiiov  «$gv  w  fSjayvcutreTai  f^-^XP^  '*'*' 
flrpo^aivoDtra  ^  ToXij  Ip,  xa\  v^&ev  apx^rott  /xijxeri  sIva*  toAj;* 
OuTco  a-uvufayrat  tw  ag-et  ^  X^?°^  ^°^^  **^  airsipov  lx|u.);xui'0^evi}( 
ir^Ksats  uT0A)j\l;iv  toT;  .&5ou/tevo*5  leapex^rai,  ei  £g  Toi  T8/;^ei  t« 
^utreyplTw  ^8V  OVT*  SiiJ  Tfltff  TgpiXajx^avtftraj  avro  ToXAa^o'Sfv 
Oixi5<re*f,  T;(;v»j  S«  t^v*  puXarTov7»  xar^  woAAouf  toVou;  Tijs  Stp^otieL; 
xara(rxsJv);,  j3ouX)]9«(j]  fjurpiiv  aurrjv  xaru  rov  'Aflrjvatw  xuxXov 
^oO  TfipiEj^ovTa  aru,  ow  toXA«  Tiv»  n*8i^a)v  6  Tijs  'PeojUnjf  ^ai'tiij 
x'jxXof.  —  Diom/s.  Halicar,  de  Anfiq,  Roman,  lib.  iv.  cap.  13. 
The  city  of  Athens,  L  c.  the  Asfy,  measured,  according 
to  T7ti£a/dides  (lib-ii.  cap- 13. )>  43  stadii;  which  measurement 
is  approved  and  confirmed  by  Colonel  Leake's  observations, 
(see  Topograplij/  of  Athens^  Sfc,  p.368.  edit,  18210  Forty- 
three  stadii,  according  to  the  calculation  of  that  accurate 
observer,  will  amount  to  nearly  five  English  miles.  Now, 
Dionysius  says  the  ancient  circuit  of  Rome  was  not  much 
more  than  this ;  and  the  ancient  city,  as  we  Iiave  defined  its 
limits,  including  the  seven  hills,  will  measure  about  six 
English  miles,  not  exceeding  the  latitude  given  us  in  the  ex- 
pression of  Dionysius,  But,  withdue  deference  to  the  learned 
author  of  the  "  Topograph]/  of  Aihcns^^  &c,,  this  intimation 
of  Dionysius  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  dimensions 
taken  by  the  geometrician  Amnion  at  the  first  invasion  of 
the  Goths,  Neither  can  the  reading  in  the  passage  of  Pliny, 
xxTiiM.cc  instead  of  xiiiM.cc,  be  justified,  with  all  the 
learning  of  Cluverius  and  Lipsius  :  for  see  Nardini^  lib.  i. 
cap.  6.,  and  Dofiatusy  lib.  i.  cap.  19.  Tlie  latter  says  he 
had  seen  seven  Codices  in  tlie  Vaticiin  library,  one  of 
which  was  very  ancient;  they  all  had  xziiM.  except  two, 
which  had  xiv.  I 
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NOTE  N,  page  63. 

"  Sed  casu  serino  ti  CofilLune  de  urbe  augenda:  a  poute 
Mulvio  Tiberini  duel  secundum  Montes  Vaticanos  ;  Cam- 
puuj  Maitiumcoaidificari;  ilium auteni  Campum Vatican um 
fieri,  quasi  Martium  campum.  Quid  ais  ?  inquam.  At  ego 
[ad  tabulaui],  ut  si  recte  possem  Scapulauos  hortos.  Cave 
facias,  inquit;  nam  ista  lex  perferetur:  Vult  enim  Cffisar-"— 
Ciceroh  Epistles  to  AUicuSy  lib.  xili.  ep.  ^3.  This  passage 
conveys  more  meaning  in  It  than  the  mere  circunistance  of 
enlarging  tlie  city;  for  the  **  Coinitia,"  or  assemblies  of  the 
people,  were  held  in  the  Campus  Martins,  and,  by  an 
ancient  law  of  tlie  constitution^  could  not  be  held  within 
the  city.  Had  Caesar,  therefore,  enclosed  (coajdiffcari)  the 
Campus  Martins,  he  would  have  enclosed  also  the  assem- 
blies within  the  city;  and  therefore  he  designed,  as  it 
seemssj  to  turn  the  bed  of  the  river  from  the  Pons  Alilvius 
to,  perhaps>  near  the  island*  so  as  to  leave  without  the 
enlarged  city  a  Campus  for  the  purpose  of  the  public 
assemblies:  that  Campus  was  to  have  been  the  Vaticanus. 
Now,  such  a  project  as  this  could  hardly  have  been  formed 
if  the  Campus  Martius  had  been  limited  to  the  site  of 
modern  Rome;  or  if  this  extent  of  territory,  which  Ceesar 
proposed  to  join  to  it,  had  not  in  a  great  measure  been 
public  property.  These  things  the  dictator  did  not  live  to 
accomplish  (compare  Note  33  to  p.  530-  Although  Justus 
Lipsius  does  not  see  why  Augustus  or  Nero  (both  said  to 
have  extended  the  I'onicerium)  may  not  have  put  into  exe- 
cution the  design  of  their  predecessor  (de  Magniiudine 
Roman,  lib.  iii.  cap.  2.),  this  could  not  be;  for  we  find  the 
Campus  Martius  without  the  city,  or  Pomoerium,  in  the 
time  of  Vitellius  and  Vespasian.  Comp.  Tacitus^  Hist- 
Hb.  iii.  cap.  82.  and  Josepltus  de  Bell,  Judaic,  lib.  vii, 
cap,  16. 

NOTE  O  and  P,  page  82. 

Spaiium  urbis  in  rcgiones  vicosque  divisil;  inslituJLque, 
IS  Huniii  maglstratus  sortito  tuerentur;  hos  magi&tri  e 


462 


NOTES. 


plebe  cujusque  viciniie  lecti,"  —  Suet,  in  Augtist*  cap.  xxx. 
This  passage  is  not  found  with  the  words  "quatuordecini" 
[/,  e.  regiones]  and  "  supra  mille"  [/'.  e,  vlcos],  as  Nardini 
quotes  it;  but  Pliny  supplies  the  defect  (see  Note  D) 
of  the  former,  the  Region  aries  of  the  latter  number- 
(See  abo  Note  following.)  It  is  obvious  that  a  "  Regio" 
was  a  ward  or  district — but  what  were  the  Compiia?  The 
ancients  called  a  Conipitum  a  place  where  several  streets 
met  or  intersected  each  other :  in  these  places  were  statues 
of  the  "  Dii  Lares,"  to  which  they  sacrificed  on  the  festivals 
called  Conipitalia.  (Varro  de  Ltfig.  Lot,  lib.  v.)  Augustus 
ordered  these  festivals  to  take  place  twice  a  year,  which 
before  had  only  been  celebrated  once.  (Sueton,  in  Augttst. 
cap.  xxxi.)     Ovid  speaks  of  these  gods  of  the  Compita  — 

"  Qui  compita  servant 
Et  vigiknt  nostra  semper  in  urbe  Lares." 

Fast»  lib.  ii.  v.  615. 

In  these  places  crowds  of  idle  fellows  collected  and  nick- 
named the  passengers.  {Bor.  Sat  iii.  lib.  ii.  v.  26.)  "Vicus,** 
as  the  word  will  be  used  in  these  Dissertations,  means 
a  street 


NOTE  Q,  page  84. 


This  marble  altar,  supporting  a  lion,  now  standi  at  the 
foot  of  the  staircase  of  the  Palazzo  dei  Conservator!  in  the 
Capitol.     The  inscription  in  front,   in  large  letters,  is  as 

follows ;  — 


IMP.  CAESAni  .  DIVI 

TRAIANI  .  PAHTHICl  .  FIL. 

DlVl  .  NEUVAE  .  NEPOTI 

TRAIANO  .  IIADRIAXO 

AVG  .  PONTIF  .  MAXIMO 

rniBVNIC  .  POTESTAT  ,  XX 

IMP.  II  .  COS  .  Ill  .  P.  P 

MAGISTRI  .  VJCORVM  .  VRBIK 

REGIONVM.XUII. 

Vide  Grtiier,  Corpus  Imaip'  p.  249. 


NOTES. 
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Tlie  streets  of  tlic  regions  inscribed  are,  on  the  left  side, 
tlie  X.  xiii.  i. ;  on  the  rirrht  side,  xii.  and  xiv.  Tliis  valuable 
monument  establishes  tlte  authenticity  of  the  Reginnaries  ; 
for  the  slreets  enumerated  in  the  five  regions  agree  very 
nearly  with  the  documents  of  Victor  and  Rufus,  On  the 
back  of  the  altar  Gruter  discovered  traces  of  letters:  and 
perhaps  the  rest  of  the  regions  might  have  been  there 
written,  iis  the  main  inscription  announces;  but  the  inde- 
fatigable antifiuary  was  not  able  to  deciplier  them.  To 
every  vicus  or  street  are  assigned  four  "  Magistri,"  which 
in  the  first  region,  for  instance,  were  nine  times  four; 
aver  each  region  were  placed  two  superior  magistrates 
called  "  Ciiratores,"  and  two  others  called  Dcnunciatores. 
The  oflice  of  the  Curator  was  to  see  that  the  region  was  not 
encroached  upon  by  private  individuals,  and  to  take  care 
the  streets  were  kept  in  good  order  as  well  as  the  roads, 
"  Via:"  that  might  pass  through  the  district:  consequently 
tlie  Curator  had  tlic  power  of  overhaling  the  Vicomagistri, 
Tlie  Denunciator  appears  to  have  been  subordinate  to  tlie 
Curator,  but  superior  to  the  Vicomagistri;  and  perhaps 
his  oilice  was  to  go  about  the  region,  and  make  his  reports 
of  uuy  disorder,  damages,  or  encroachments.  Each  Curator, 
in  all  probabilitVj  had  his  Denunciator.  (Consult  Patkciroli 
in  the  "  Notitia"  and  Panvinio  de  lie}?.  liom.  p.  74.) 


NOTE  R,  page  91. 


The  first  region,  according  to  Sextus  Rufus,  contained 
8  streets  (he  omits  the  Vicus  Camocnarum,  which  Victor 
and  the  Base  Capitolina  have),  5  temples  (^des),  G  public 
promenades  (ake^),  1 1  pools,  atul  71  others  without 
names  (lacus),  6  private  baths  (balineum),  2  bath  esta- 
b1ishments(THERM£),  Marches  (arcus),  3 sacred  enclosures 
or  edifices  (templum),  10  chapels  (;ediculjej,  4-250insula:, 
121  great  houses  (uoMLs),  14  storehouses  (horrea),  82 
private  washing  places  (salines  phivat^),  12  work- 
houses (pistuina),  an  altar  of  Isis,  Mutatorium  CflBsaris(?) 
and  the  rivulet  Almo.     Vidt  JScs,  Ru/us  in  Panvinioy  apud 
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Gratiwn^  tonuiii,  p.  26.  edit.  Traject  ad  Rhenum.  Lugd. 
Batav.  1695. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  explain  what  an  "  Insula" 
was ;  it  is  thus  described  by  an  ancient  grammarian :  — 
"  Insulae  dictse  proprie  quae  non  junguntur  conununibus 
parieiibns  cum  vicinis,  circuituque  publico  aut  privato  cin- 
guntur;  a  similitudine  videlicet  earum  terrarura  qujeflumi* 
nibus  ac  mare  eminent,  suntque  in  salo  posita^"  —  Sex. 
Pormp.  Fes/us^  lib.  ix.  in  verb.  Insula,  So  that  an  Insula  was 
an  isolated  building,  or  assemblage  of  buildings,  separated 
from  any  other  by  the  streets  or  alleys  which  surrounded 
it.  After  the  great  fire  of  Rome,  Nero  gave  orders  for 
isolating  the  buildings  of  tlie  new  city.  [Tacit,  Ann.  xv. 
cap.  53.,  and  Suei*  in  vii.  Neron,  16.)  The  Abb6  Brottier 
translates  Insula;  "  des  Hotels,"  and  perhaps  we  have  not 
a  word  in  our  language  so  appropriate;  nor  have  we  any 
thing  to  give  us  so  correct  an  idea  of  an  Insula  as  those  im- 
mense houses  in  Paris,  capable  of  containing  a  score  of 
families,  all  using  the  same  court  and  staircase.  Compare 
the  Desa'iption  qfPanciroli^  apud  Gtavium,  torn,  iii-  p.  327- 
Cicero  speaks  of  the  rents  he  derived  from  the  houses  he 
possessed  in  the  city  as  "  Merces  Insularum."  (C/c.  ad 
Atticum^  lib.  xv,  17.)  They  were,  of  course,  plebeian 
habitations. 


NOTE  S,  page  94. 

This  mscription  is  remarkable  for  its  orthographvj  and 
its  authenticity  is  no  longer  doubled. 

HONC.  OTNO  .  PLOIRVME  .  CONSENTIGNT  .  R 

DVONORO  ,  OPTVMO  .  FVISE  .  VIRO 

LVCIOM  .  SCIPIONE  .  FILIOS  .  BARBATI 

CONSOL  .  CENSOR  .  AIDILIS  .  UlC  .  FVET  .  A  .  .  . 

IIEC  .  CEPIT  .  CORSICA  .  ALERIAgVE  .  VRBE 

DEOET  .  TEMPESTATEBVS  .  AIDE  .  MERETO  . 

which  Sirmondo  thus  interprets  :  — 

Hunc  ununi  plurimi  consentiunt  Romas  bonorum  opti- 
mum fuisse  viruni  Lucium  Scipioncm,  filius  Barbati,  Consul, 


NOTES. 

Censor,  iEdllis  hie  fuit  atque  [others  "  apud  vos"]  hie 
cepit  Corsicaiii  Aleriamque  urbem.  Dedit  tern  pest  at  i  bus 
sedem  ruerito. 

NOTE  T,  page  9i. 

QVEI  .  APICE  .  INSIGNE'.  DIALIS  .  FLAMINIS  .  GESISTEI  ' 

MORS  .  PERKECIT  .  TVA  .  TT  ,  ESSENT  .  OMNIA  . 

BREVIA  .  H0N08  .  FAMA  .  VIRTVSQVE 

GLORIA  .  ATQVE  .  INGENIVM  ,  QVIBVS  .  8EI  ^ 

IN  .  LONGA  .  HCVISSET  .  TIBE  ,  VTIER  *  ,  VITA 

FACILE  .  FACTEIS  .  SVPERASE9  *  .  GLORIAM  . 

MAIORVM  ,  QVA.  RE  .  I.VBENS  .  TE  .  IN  .  GREMJV  ^ 

SCimO  .  RECEPIT  .  TERRA  .  PVBLI 

PHOGNATVM  .  PVBLIO  .  CORNELI  ■ 

»  «  Qui  aplcem  inaignem."         «  "  GcssUti/*         a  Si.         *  **  Tibi  ud." 

>  FoctU  superaase».         ^  Gremium. 

The  third  inscription  runs  thus  (found  the  second  in 
order  in  the  excavation  of  1780):  — 

L  .  CORNELI  .  L  .  F  .  P  .  N 

SCIPIO.  QVAIST  K 

TR  .  MIL.  ANN03. 

GVATVS.  XXXIII. 
MORTVOS  ^  . PATER . 
REGEM  .  ANTIOCO  *  . 

SVBEGIT. 

1 

T  Quaestor.  *  Mortuus.  ^  Antiochum. 


NOTE  U,  p.  104. 

The  following  words  of  Martial  have  given  rise  to  most 
of  those  conjectures  :  — 

*'  Cnpena  grand)  porta  qua  pluit  gutta, 

Phrygiceque  Matris  Almo  qua  lavat  ferrum,  'v 

Horatiomni  qua  vlret  sacer  Campus, 
Et  qua  pusilli  fervet  Het'cul/'sjhnum.'*  , 

MaiiiaL  Epigram,  lib.  ill,  47#    * 

"  Soror  Virgo,**  says  Livy,  "  obvia  ante  portam  Capenam 
fuit ; "  and  aflerwards,  *'  Horatiae  sepulchrum  quo  loco  cor* 

VOL.  I.  H  H 
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nierat  icta  constructum  ex  saxo  quadrato :"  but,  in  Livy's 
timei  we  have  seen  where  the  Porta  Capena  was.  The 
first  thing,  indeed,  would  be  to  ascertain  whether  the 
history  itself  be  true.  M.  de  Pouilly  found  the  whole  of 
this  story  in  a  fragment  of  the  Arcadicae  of  Demaratus, 
preserved  by  Stobaeus,  in  a  war  between  Tegaea  and 
Phereeo,  two  little  cities  of  Arcadia*  Three  young  warriors 
on  each  side  were  chosen  to  decide  the  contest ;  even  the 
sister  of  the  conqueror  loved  tlie  enemy  he  had  slain,  and 
the  enraged  brother  slew  her.  Vide  Dissertat.  de  M.  de 
Pouilli/,  Memoires  de  rAcademie  des  InscHj}iioftSf  vol.  vi. 
p.  27. 


NOTE  X,  page  107. 

"  Est  locus  in  Tyberim  qua  lubricus  inflult  Ahno 
Et  nonien  magno  perdit  in  amne  minor, 
niic  purpurea  canus  cum  veste  sacerdos 

Almonis  dominam,  sacraque,  lavit  aquis. 
Exululant  comites,  furiosaque  tibia  flatur, 
Et  feriunt  moUes  taurea  terga  manus." 

Ovid.  Fast,  lib.  It.  v.  33S, 

Lucan,  Pharsalm,  lib.  i.  600.  p.  82.  edit.  Lugdun.  1728  j 
and  compare  Martial  as  cited  in  Note  U. 

■   '       **  Tuque,  o,  quae,  vecta  per  altum, 
Sponte  Palatinis  mutasti  collibus  Idam, 
Praelatoque  lavas  Phrygios  Almone  leones, 
Maternis  precibus  natum  jam  flecte,  Cybele." 

Claud,  de  Bell.  Gild.  lib.  xv.  119. 

The  ceremony  took  place  on  the  6th  of  the  Kalend. 
April. 

"  Ubi  ad  diem  sextum  Calendarum  [scilicet  April.] 

quo  Romce  Matri  Deorum  pompsG  celebrantur  annates,  et 
carpentum  quo  vehitur  simulachrum  Almonis  undis  ablui 
perhibetur,  sacrorum  solemnitatc  priscoraore  complcta."— 
Amm  Marcellinus,  lib.  xxiii.  cap.  6. 


: 
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NOTES. 


I  have  been  informed  that  the  statue  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
was  formerly  washed  in  like  manner  at  the  same  spot,  and 
I  think  on  the  selfsame  day  I 


NOTE  Y,  page  131- 

*'  Sed  dum  tota  domus  rheda  componitur  una, 

Substitit  ad  veteres  arcus,  madidamque  Capenam: 
Hie,  ubi  nocturnfe  Numa  constituebat  amicne, 
Nunc  sacri  fontis  nemus,  et  delubra  locantur 
Juda^is ;  quorum  cophiiiu^,  (<jcnumque  supellex. 
Omnis  enini  populo  mercedem  pendere  jussa  est 
Arbor,  et  ejectis  inendicat  sylva  Camcrnis. 
In  vallem  Egeriae  descendinius,  et  speluncas 
Dissimiles  veris ;    quanto  prcestantius  esset 
Niimen  aqure,  viridi  si  margine  claiidereL  midas 
Herba,  nee  ingenuum  vtolarcnt  marmora  tophum  *?" 

Juvenal^  sat.  ili.  t*  10. 

*  Tliii  furniiihc!!  the  word  Tufo^  so  frequcnUj  employed  in  our  disserta- 


NOTE  Z,  page  133. 

**  Rediculi  fanum  extra  Portam  Capenam  fuit,  quia  accc- 
dens  ad  urbem  Hannibal  ex  eo  loco  redterit  quibusilam 
perterritus  idsis."  —  Sextus  PonipetuSf  lib.  vi.  Combining 
this  passage  with  Livy's  account,  we  may  trace  the  recon- 
noitre of  the  Carthaginian.  **  Aanibal  ad  Anienem  fluvium, 
tria  millia  passuum  ab  urbe  castra  amovit,  ibi  stativis  positis, 
ipse  cum  duobus  millibus  equitum  a  porta  Colling  usque 
ad  Herculis  templum  est  progi'essus." — Lib.  xxvi.  cap.  10. 
Iff  therefore,  Livy's  temple  of  Hercules  is  tlje  same  as 
that  mentioned  by  Martial  (see  Note  U.)  as  near  the 
Almo,  Hannibal  is  brought  from  the  P.  Colllna  into  this 
reighbourhotKl ;  but  then  the  temple  erected  in  memory 
of  his  retreat  should  at  least  be  placed  within  sight  of  the 
city.  "  Atque  unde  proximepoterat,  mccnia  situmquc  urbis 
obequitans  cotUetuplabulur^^^  (^"y>  ibid,)  which  of  all  places 
could  not  be  in  tliis  valley. 
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NOTES. 


NOTE  A  A,  page  142, 


"  Publiceet  frequenter  et  cum  omnibus  lavit,"  says  Spar- 
tian,  and  relates  the  following  anecdote: — **  Cum  quodani 
tempore  veteranum  quendam  notiiiri  sibi  in  militia  dorsum 
et  caeteram  partem  corporis  vidisset  atterere,  percunclatus 
eur  se  marmoribus  distringendum  daret,  ubi  audivit  hoc 
idcirco  fieri  quod  servum  non  haberet,  et  servis  eum  donavit 
et  sumptibus ;  verum,  alia  die,  cum  plures  senes  ad  provo* 
candam  liberalitatem  principis  parieti  se  attererent,  evocari 
eosjussit  et  allum  ab  alio  invicem  defricari."  —  Spariian.  in 
viU  Hadrian^  cap.  17. 


NOTE  BB,  page  143. 

Aurelius  Victor  throws  some  light  on  the  date  of  these 
batlis.  "  Atque  aucta  Urbs  magno  accessu  Viae  novae  et 
Ad  lavandum  absoluta  opera  pulchri  cultus.  Quibus  con- 
fectis  cum  Syriam  circumgrederetur  anno  potentiae  sexto 
moritur."  —  De  Ca^sanbiis,  in  loco.  The  six  years  are,  of 
course,  reckoned  from  the  death  of  Septimius  Severus, 
which  happened  A.  D.  211 ;  so  that  the  baths  were  finished 
before  the  year  217-  Thus  far  we  are  guided  by  the  faint 
light  of  history ;  but,  in  tlie  late  excavations,  a  fragment  of 
marble  was  turned  up  as  it  had  been  sent  from  the  quarries, 
and  rudely  inscribed  thus  :  — 

OlUBSTCCOML 

VR^DEyM  FTRiB 
ypCAVR  - 


NOTES. 
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It  is  enough  that  we  are  able  to  decipher  in  the  fourth 
line  the  names  of  the  two  consuls,  Albinuaand  iEmilianus, 
who  are  found  (in  the  Fasti  Cofi&tdareSf  auctm\  a7to7iym» 
e  Codice  Bib,  Cersaraiai)  thus,  —  Albino  et  jEmiliano, 
Coss,  u.c.  959.  Mar.  :J.  a.  c.  206.  See  also  the  Chroiiic. 
3f.  Aiir,  Cassiodor,     The  tliree  following  lines  will  furnish 

these  words AVRelii   DEMETHIl.   B 

Sub  cuRA  AVRelii  EPlTYchani  Viri  Perfectissimi, 
On  which  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  same  Aurelius 
Demetrius  was  of  the  sixth  legion,  called  "  Ferrata,"  which 
flourished  under  Caracalla,  as  appears  from  an  inscription 
in  Murator.  Thes.  Inscrip.  p»  dcccxx.  4.  and  further  from 
Gruter.  ccci.xxi.  8.  and  xlv.  ]3.  So  that  when  Nummius 
Albinus  and  Fulvius  iEmilianus  were  consuls,  in  the  year 
20C,  the  materials  were  preparing  for  erecting  the  baths  of 
Caracalla.  This  period  coincides  within  about  a  year  with 
the  date  of  Severus's  triumphal  arch;  and  therefore,  in  all 
probability,  the  Thcnnae  were  begun  immediately  after  his 
conquests  in  the  East,  From  nil  which  we  conclude,  lliat 
they  were  begun  and  finished,  except  some  outworks, 
within  twelve  years,  205 — 217.  Consult  Gibbon* s  Deciiite 
and  Fall,  4'C'  chap.  6. 


NOTE  CC,  page  155. 


The  inscription  as  restored  by  Donatus :  — 

•  mmiMI .  DOMtH .  ATOIBTAB  .  KT  .  UNCtl  SIIyAdI  MtTTABtB .  MCBTH 

nir.cABi.KBiVAm.TBAiAni.oi'nHi  Prtnc.  Gcnn.  Dbtici.  iMAiiiMK>.AROK<«T  * 

PlBUTATICAS.CTM.aVIfl.  0BnA3IB.VnS.BT.RBCVt.ISet  basibui  ET.CO^^AHBaATIO^'B.PCBBBA. 

c.  Jiuvft.  NTMPims.  DBC.  anralib.  Bf  A  pecimiA  ponendai  curtvK  iiuk>H(^vb.|}cdit. 

l)I.TBlin.O.BANCrri.tlLVANLBAMTABW.qvOD.£imM.  hortlt  ATrntinuet  rftABDiaSVODEDICA«rT«. 
IDIBVB.  UHVABllB.l.ViniAJVO.MBMALA.tfc  I^MIOIM:  COBB. 

See  Donatus  de  Urb.  Itom,    lib.  iii.    cap,  13.  p.  250.,    and 
Nardini,  Rom,  Antic,  torn.  iii.  p.  SOI.  ecUt.  lyJS. 

Venuti,  in  citing  merely  the  fifth  line  of  this  inscription, 
has  written  salvatoris  for  salvtaris,  and  given  the  two 
words  "  hortis  Aventinls"  (tlie  conjecture  of  Donatus)  as 
being  In  the  original  inscription.  Antichitd  di  Roma^ 
torn,  ii.  p.  M,  edit.  1824. 

\i  H    .i 


47(y  NCfTm* 


NOTE  ZKD/pflgJS  t6«^ 
r*oomxuv8.p.r.i>oi«ABlx£Aw^        ^  oos 

C  .  lYNlVS  •  C .  F .  BXLATXVai  FLAliElT  •  MAftlTAi. 

SX.8.C  ^  .-^    "  , 

mcXTHD  •  CTRATEBTMT.  IDtlff  »  27* 
PBOBATXRTKT* 

1^dei^imxmM^2>£SKr^CzVzV£rf,^  lib.  il,  p.  16*,,  wterej 

the  leariMd  reader  will  find  an  excellent  dissertation  on] 
the  **  Hamines'*  and  their  office.  The  Dolabelk  men-* 
tbned  in  the  above  inscHption  also  held  the  o^ce  of 
^  SeptetnYir  qpulonum,^  a  magistrate  of  the  same  rank  as 
Cwtu  Cestius  (tee  IHssertat,  X.  page  209.);  and  see  an  in- 
tcr4>ti<mta  thb  efibct  in  Panvinw,  lib.  ii.  p.  163.  | 

NOTE  EE,  p^  169. 

**  Qui  [t.  e.  Campus  Martius]  tamen  ejecta  si  forte  tene- 
bitur  unda, 
Caelius  accipiet  pulverulentus  equos/* 

Ooid,  Fasi.  lib.  iii.  t.  521. 

■Also  Paulus  in  Festus  r  —  **  Martialis  Campus  in  Cselio 
monte  dicitur,  qu6d  in  eo  equiria  solebant  fieri,  si  quando 
aquae  Tiberis  Campum  Martium  occupassent.'* 

With  regard  to  'the  Campus  Martius  being  inundated, 
Donatus  justly  observes,  "  Id  rarum  cum  raro  inundet 
Tiberis,  prsesertim  adulto  jam  Martio."  —  Fide  Donat,  de 
Urhe  Rom,  lib.  iiL  p.  244-.  He,  however,  supposes  the 
Campus  Martialis  to  have  been  not  far  from  where  the 
Lateran  church  now  is ;  because  that  part  of  the  Caelian 
hill  was  probably  free  from  buildings  !  But  it  is  much  more 
probable  that  the  Campus  Cselimontanus  was  situated  there, 
both  from  the  position  of  the  Porta  Caelimontana,  and  the 
name  which  that  portion  of  the  hill  retained  until  a  late 
period. 
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NOTE  FF,  page  172, 

"  Hie  dedicavit  Basilicam  S.  Stephani  in  Coelio  monte 
in  urbe  Roma."  —  Anastasius  in  vU,  Smplicii, 

To  fix  the  dates  of  the  early  Bishops  of  Home  would 
require  a  work  amounting  to  a  history  of  their  lives, 
perhaps  a  more  difficult  task  than  that  of  finding  out  the 
temple  of  Claudius;  but  whoever  is  curious  about  the 
church  of  St.  Stephen,  may  consult  the  T'eferences  given  by 
Signer  Ntbdy  in  his  note  on  Nardini,  torn,  i.  p.  205. 

The  **  Macelliim  Magnum"  is,  however,  wortli  men- 
tioning, whilst  examining  the  numerous  columns  contained 
in  this  edifice.  The  medal  extant  of  this  building  (most 
probably )j  which  we  have  placed  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
Dissertation,  shows  it  was  of  a  circular  form;  and  we  have 
the  authority  of  the  Regionaries  for  its  having  been  in 
the  second  region.  "  E  chi  sa,"  says  Nardini,  *'  che  il 
Macello  non  fosse  la  Chiesa  di  S.  Stefano  cosi  rotonda? 
Abbattuti  tanti  ordini  o  coUonnati  dal  tempo,  o  da'  Barbari, 
la  consequenza  ^  chi  alcun  Pontefice  lo  risarcisse  in  forma 
piii  bassa  e  poeo  diifcrente."  See  Nardini  (torn.  i.  p.  215.)j 
who  argues  upon  the  superscription  of  the  medal  mac  .  avg. 
There  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the  analogy 
between  the  "  Great  shambles  of  Nero"  and  the  "  Slaugh- 
ter-house of  Saints." 


NOTE  GG,  page  17*. 


The  Abbate  Fea  (see  Dissert.,  &c.  in  Winfcelmanny  torn,  iiL 
p.  410.)  supposes  that  this  equestrian  statue  originally 
stood  near  the  Arch  of  Septimius  Severus,  and  is  the  one 
mentioned  by  the  Anonymous  of  the  eighth  century;  and 
that  Clement  III.,  who  adorned  and  enlarged  the  Late- 
ran  palace  in  I187i  and  is  said  by  Reccobaldi  of  Fer- 
rara,  Hist,  Pontiff  Roman,  in  Eccardi  (torn,  i.  col.  1217.)» 
to  have  caused  a  brazen  horse  to  be  madey  transported  it  to 
the  Lateran.  The  whole  strength  of  the  learned  ubbate's 
argument  rests  upon  the  impossibilitj^  of  such  a  statue  being 
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made  at  that  period ;  which  no  one  doubts.  Now  the 
author  of  the  Mirnhilia  Rom^  may  have  been  contempo- 
rary with  Clement  III.,  and  could  not  have  written  at  a 
period  more  distant  than  one  century.  The  fabulous  story 
which  this  "  Nugacissimus  Scriptor,"  as  Montfaucon  calls* 
him,  relates  about  the  statue  in  question  (see  Diai\  Italic. 
cap.  XX.  p.  296.),  will  not  invalidate  one  strong  negative 
proof,  viz.,  that  he  makes  no  mention  nor  any  allusion  to 
this  pretended  act  of  Clement  III.,  but  evidently  believes 
tlie  brazen  horse  to  have  stood  in  its  original  place  since 
**  the  time  of  the  consids  and  senators."  The  brazen  horse 
which  the  Anonymous  of  the  eighth  century  saw  in  the 
Forum  was  probably  the  statue  of  Domitian  (seethe  Eighth 
Region  o{  P.  Victor.\  subsequently  changed  to  the  name  of 
Constantine.  (See  the  "  Nolitia  "  in  the  Eighth  Region.) 
It  isj  upon  the  whole,  to  be  believed,  that  the  equestrian 
statue  was  found  in  the  spot  where  it  had  originally  been 
placed, — that  is,  in  the  house  of  Annius  Verus,  where  Marc. 
Aurelius  was  born.  (Compare  the  Manorie  di  Fl<iminio 
Vacca^  No.  18.)  The  fabulous  historj'  in  the  Miralnlia 
Morrue  at  least  sets  us  about  examining  the  sculpture  of  the 
brazen  horse  on  the  Campidoglio ;  and  by  observing  the 
tuft  of  hair  between  the  horse'a  ears,  it  is  seen  what  the 
anonymous  writer  means  by  the  "  memory  of  the  stork 
being  preserved  upon  the  head."  The  tuft  of  hair  seems 
to  represent  an  owl,  and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  sculp- 
tors to  introduce  their  names  into  their  works  by  symbols  of 
that  description  (see  Diss.  I X,,  page  1180;  and  if  the  artist's 
name  in  this  case  was  Bi^as  (Bwaj),  he  has  effected  his  pur- 
pose. It  further  appears,  from  the  story  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  that  under  the  horse's  feet  was  a  captive  bound, 
probably  forming  the  ornament  of  the  pedestal  which  b 
now  lost. 
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NOTE  HH,  page  175. 

"  Cur  neque  mililaris 

Inter  aequales  cquitaL  Gallica,  nee  lupatis 
Temperat  ora  fraenis  ?"     Hor,  Carm,  lib.  t.  8, 
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Which  may  perhaps  be  interpreted,  "  Why  does  he  not 
ride  in  the  Ludus  Gallicus,"  &c.  The  ruins  which  Pira- 
nesi  has  assigned  to  the  Ludus  Gallicus  may,  with  some 
trouble,  be  recognised  in  the  Villa  Aslalii,  under  the 
Neronian  aqueduct;  but  they  can  hai'dly  be  said  to  exist 
except  in  the  Plan  of  Nolli.  As  to  the  itne  of  vaults  near 
the  Villa  Altierij  they  are  more  like  part  of  a  bath  or  a 
Nyinphffium. 

NOTE  II,  page  183.  ; 

Ficoroni  gives  the  following  account  of  the  excavation 
made  iti  his  lime  :  —  "  II  defunto  P*  Priore  D.  Bernardino 
Martigiioui  Milanese,  fucendo  scavure  dentro  Tanfiteatro 
suddctto  ridotto  ad  orto,  mi  fece  avvisato,  che  avea  scoperto 
Tantica  }>lateu,  ossia  rarcna,  onde  purtundumi  cola^  e  veduto 
Tantico  piano,  restai  non  poco  maravigliato,  ma  pii^  rlmasi 
sorpreso  allorche  avvissato  dal  detto  P.  Martigtioni,  calai 
per  una  scala  contlgua  al  muro  di  fuori  soUo  la  platea,  e 
vidi,  che  veii'  era  un  allra  piil  spaziosa  riplena  di  stinchi 
e  d*osse  di  grossi  animali,  dal  che  me  fil  facile  a  cpncepire 
che  erano  stati  ucclsi  ne'  combatlimenti,"  &c.  —  Ficoroni^ 
Vestigie  di  Bom*  Antic-  lib,  i.  cap,  17.  edit.  Horn.  4to.  174r4. 


NOTE  KK,  page  187. 


rno.  H  .  M  .  ANTONIl  .  COnUIANi  .  PII 

i-EUCiS  .  AVG  ,  ET.  TRANQVILLINAE  .  SABI 

NAE  .  AUG  ,  VENATORES  .  IMMVNES  .  CVM  .  CV 

STODE  .  VIVAIU  ,  PONT  .  VEHVS  .  MIL  .  COII  . 

VI  .  PIIAE  .  CAMPANIVS  ,  VEKAX  .  MIL  .  COH  .  VI 

V\\  .  FVSCIV8  .  CRE8CENTIO  .  ORD  .  CVSTOS 

VIVARI  .COHU  .  PUAETT.  ET.VRBB. 

DIANA  .  AVG.  D.  S.EX.V.  P. 

OEDICATA  .Xn  .  KAL.  NOV. 

IMP  .D.N.  GOHDIANO  .  AVG  .  ET  •  POMPEIANO  .  C.  S 

Copied  &om  Note  t.  in  Nardini^  tom.  ii.  \t  18. 
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NOTE  LL,  page  187. 

Much   pleasure  and  Instruction  will   be  derived  from 
reading  the  following  passage  upon  the  spot :  — 

lyxeifjueve  CipiV*,  Be\iJetp^ov  fji^ereveiLvovlo.  6  &e  i^sliras  wep\  rm 
cyrauda  Ts/^ei  {^v  yup  TauTjj  einjxaji^cuTaTOv,  cba-'xep  elprfloti)  xetToi 
rap^of  e^oij^Ei  auro?,  eva  twv  TJva  iTrinjSe/ctJV  KiTtonv  ev  SaXap/at" 
xaJ  tAj  fpxTiaiTXf  oputv  ev  Bi^apt'o)  Tijy  Tfor^oA^v  tcov  evotvTicov 
irs^Q^r}fi.evtiSy  fi,eyakriv  ts  qvcuv  xat  troXuav^^oi'TroVf  {nrepffovsiv  Tf 
Tct>v  7roXEjU./ctfv  sxeXeue,  xal  M  rw  -^a^o-Elv  ai«Tixa$/p].  ^y  6*1  j  raurjf 
;;^oop05  OjxaXo^  XOjU.*S^  xa)  (Xtt'  auTOU  TOij  e^o^m^  tcov  vpOG'iovluiv 
lyxEi/xfvof.  Tu;^;i  ts  tivi  to  exsi'vp  Ts/p^oj  oorw  e7r*TXs7j"oy  Sir^^y^xei, 
wf  Twy  •srhtv&aiv  ju.^  Aiav  r^v  fuvSigxijy  ^v)tl(rTourQai,  Tel^i<rfJ.oc  Sf 
iXXo'^p«;^u  nepte^aKP^ovs^at^iV  avTco  o!  TraXaj  'Pwjua/oi,oux  atripa- 
Xeiaj  Tivof  svExa  (ow  yip  ouv  ouSs  vvpytuv  6^upaifjt,ot  el^tv,  ou  fJ.^f 
ouSe  BTaXfeif  Tivaj  evroiu&ot  Tgvoir^vlai^  ouS«  ti  aXXo,  o^iv  av  xct) 
awwtrafrSat  oToV  ts  ^y  xijy  Ij  Toy  wsplSoKov  Hri^ouX^y  Twy  ToXf- 
fxiwv),  aXXfii  T^u^>i$  Tivof  otix  6i>7rp«rou5^apiv'  o^cof  S^  Xio'ulatj  tp, 
X0c)TaXXa  -di;pt'a  xadsipfav7e$  IvraulSa  xi^pwey.  $(o  §{  xal  Btoaptov 
TOUTO  uvdjaafai.  outw  ycip  'Pa)/*a/oi  xaXoDcTi  Toy  ;^wpov5  o5  ay  Twy 
^(ia>y  TcJ  jtt^  X^'/'"^'^']  rpff^girfiai  slai^Ev,—Procop,  de  JBelL  Gothic. 
lib.  i.  c.  23.  iiirf. 


NOTE  MM,  page  188. 

In  one  of  those  inscriptions  mention  is  made  of  the  Ludus 
Magnusj  and  of  the  Armamentarium  ;  thus  — 

DIS  .  MANIBVS 

CORNELIAE  .  FRONTINAE 

VIXIT  .  ANNOS  .  XVI  ,  M  .  VII 

M  .  VLPIVS  .  AVG  .  LIB  .  CAIXISTVS 

PATER  .  PRAEPOSITVS  .  ARMAMENTARIO 

LVDI  .  MAGNI  .  ET  .  FLAVIAN  ICE 

CONIVXS, 

Compare  P,  Victor j  Reg.  11,  and  77/,,  and  see  Note  HH 
on  "  Ludi  Magni"  the  notes  appended  ;  and  for  the  Ar- 
mamentarium consult  Nardiniy  Rom.  A?Uic.  torn.  i.  p.  1^05. 
See  also  several  inscjuptions  collected  by  Morif/'aucon^  Diar* 
Italic,  p.  114. 
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NOTE  NN,  page  191, 


This  inscription  was  found  near  the  church  of  S.  Croce; 
but  the  pleasantry  of  Fabretti  almost  throws  suspicion 
upon  it.  De  Aquis  et  Aquaduct*  Diss.  I.  cap.  xvii.  p.  4K 
The  word  Lytnpheei,  which  occurs  in  it,  seems  to  be 
written  for  Nymphffii.  For  see  P.  Victor  in  Region  V.  — 
**  Nj/mj)/ucum  Alexandria**  — 

HERCVLI  .  CONSERVATOBl 

INVICTO  .  COMITX 

D.N.  SEVERI  .  ALEXANORI 

PII  .  VICTORIS  .  SEMPER 

AVG  .  AC  .  OPTIMI  .  PRINCIPI3 

AX  .  AVRELIVS  .  PRISCILUANUS 

V  ,  C  -  CVRATOR  ,  LYMPHAEI 

DEVOT .  NVM  .  M  .  Q  .  E. 


n 
4 


NOTE  00,  page  207. 


CassiOf  as  cited  in  Note  56.   p.  260.,  exhibits  the  gene- 
alogy of  those  early  Christians  tiius ;  — 

5.  PudenSj  Senator  Romanus. 


An.  1::|>.  Cbr.  44  rel  48.  UmifCt 
H.  Hetri  Ap.  tn  1  vd  U  c^ 
utvciilu  KODL 


II.  Pudenf 
M.61.  u  E|>.  8  Paul 
ad  Tlmath.  ao.  GS  martTr. 
cuin  Paul  A(i.  tub  Nttmn 
ftirtan.    Ex  Claudia  ^nU!k 


NnvBtus, 
cb.  an.  US. 


Tlmotti. 
Mart  jr.  an.  14i» 


Punicui 
u  PhacUta 
nt.  Pudrns 
crutltl  a  B.  PmIo 
Ad.  62.  Ob.  an.  142. 
Ex  SabinaUa 


i 


Pudcntiana, 
ut>.  an.  145. 


Praxldl^ 

ofaulSS. 


NOTE  PP,  page  217. 


The  whole  of  our  account  and  inferences  arc  drawn  from 
lite  following  materials:  — 


'6 


NOTES. 


Hof^aL  Satyr,  lib.  i.  viii.  7 — 17.  And  compare  Notes 
in  p.  31.  "  Antea.  sepulchra  erant  in  loco  in  quo  sunt  horti 
Mtecenatis,  ubi  sunt  modo  Thermae." — Aa'on  Scholiast,  in 
sat.  viii,  lib.  i. 

Suet,  in  Tit.  cap.  vii.  —  See  Note  89.  p.  216.  Ibid,  in 
xdt,  Horat, —  "  Non  in  alia  redamnosior  <)uam  sedificaiido. 
Domum  a  Palatio  Esquilias  usque  fecit,  quani  primo 
Transitoriani,  mox  incendio  absumtam  restitutamque 
Auream  nominavit." — Ibid  inNn'on.  cap.  xxxi. 

"  Eo  in  tempore  Nero,  Antii  agens,  non  ante  in  urbem 
regressus  est  qitam  domui  ejus,  qua  Palatium  et  Mascenatis 

hortos  continuaverat,  ignis  propinquaret Sexto 

demum  die  apud  imas  Esquilias  finis  incendio  faclus,"  &c. 
—  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xv.  J  39. 

Horti  Maeceratis.  —  Victor  et  Rziftts  in  Region.  F, 

"  Hie,  ubi  miramur  velocia  munera,  Thermas, 

Abstulerat  niiscris  Tccta  superbus  ager." 

MartiaL  de  Sj)ectac.  epig.  ii. 

By  "  superbus  sger"  Martial  means  the  ground  taken 
Up  with  Nero's  palace  and  its  appendages. 


.     NOTE  QQ,   page  237. 

Tlie  machines  were  contrived  so  as  to  send  an  object  up 
to  a  prodigious  height;  or,  by  placing  it  on  the  lop,  to  let 
it  down  with  precipitate  violence.  See  Seneca^  Epist.  xc. 
"  Macliinatores,"  he  says,  **  qui  pegmata  ex  se  surgcniia 
excogitant,  ct  tabulala  tacite  in  sublime  crescentia,  et  alias 
ex  inopinato  varietates."  Strabo  tells  us  of  a  SiciLan  robber 
put  upon  a  Pegma,  and  let  down  suddenly  into  a  den  of 
wild  boasts,  where  he  was  torn  to  pieces ;  and  he  compares 
the  operation  to  a  fall  from  the  top  of  Mount  ^^tna  into  the 
crater.  His  words  are  the  best  description  we  have  of 
this  kind  of  machine :  — 'EttI  iniyjxahs  yap  tivoj  it^rfXoO  TiSel^^ 
cof  av  6X1  T^f  *AiTV^5  ^ta\u^sv1o$  al^n^ioog  re  (rujLtT£<rov?of 
xaTfivix^riy  Ka\  avros  «ij  yaKsaypoig  ^vipiaiV  ev§jaXUT«f  et/tijScj 
ircLpetrxsooia-fAivois  \mh  t:»  xiiy/xaTi.  — Strabon.  Geopapk.  lib.  vt. 


NOTES, 
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torn.  i.  p.  69  ] .  Compare  also  CL  Claudian.  xvii.  de  Fl, 
MaL  Theod,  Cons*  v.  325.,  and  see  Lipsius  de  Amphitheat. 
cap.  xxii.  Martial,  lib.  i,  de  SpcctacidiSy  Epigr.  2.,  ibid, 
Epigr,  18.,  et  alibi ;  and  de  Natimachia^  ibid.  Epigr.  31. 
There  was  a  class  of  gladiators  called  Pegmares.  Suet, 
in  Calig.  cap,  xxvi. 


NOTE  RR,  page  2S6, 


\ 


The  subject  has  been  deemed  worthy  of  a  place  in 
history ;  but  the  fact  ought  not  to  h^ve  put  a  pope  into 
such  a  rage,  "  In  questo  tempo  medeslmo  [1536]  incorse 
[scilicet,  Lorenzino]  nella  disgrazia  del  Papa,  e  nell'  odio 
del  popolo  Romano  per  questa  regione.  Travandosi  una 
mattina  nel'  arco  dl  Costantiao,  et  in  altri  luoghi  di  Roma^ 
molte  figure  antiche  senza  le  loro  test^j  Clemente  monti>  in 
tanta  colera  che  commando  (non  pensando  che  fosse  state 
egli),  che  chiunche  fosse  colui  che  tagliate  I'avesse,  eccet- 
tuato  solo  it  Cardinal  de*  Medici,  dovesse  essere  subita- 
mente,  senza  aUro  processo,  appiccato  per  la  gola;  il  qual 
Cardinale  and^  a  scusare  al  Papa,  Lorenzo  come  giovane,  e 
desideroso,  secondo  il  costume  de'  loro  Maggiori,  de'  cotale 
anticuglie;  e  con  grand  fatica  pote  ratrenar  I'ira  sua,  chia- 
mandolo  I'infamia  e  V  vituperio  della  casa  de*  Medici."— 
Storia  Fiorentina  di  Benedetto  Varchiy  p.  509.  edit.  Colon. 
1721. 

NOTE  SS,  page  257. 


Ute  Inscription. 

IMP  .  CAES  .  PL  .  CONSTANTINO  .  MAXIMO 

P.P.  AVGV8TO  .  8  .  P  .  Q  .  B  . 

QVOD  .  INSTINCTV  .  DIVINITATIS  .  MENTIS 

MAGNITV0INE  ,  CVM  .  EXEHCITV  .   6VO 

TAM  .  DE  .  TV^IIANNO  .  gVAM  -  DE  .  OMNI  .  EIVS 

FACTIONE  .  VNO  .  TEMPORE  -  IVSTIS 

HEMPVBLICAM  .  VLTVS  .  EST  .  ARMIS 

AHCVM.  TUIVMPHIS  .  INSIGNRM  .  DICAVIT. 
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MOTES. 


NOTE  TT,  page  283. 


Inscription  on  Titu^s  Arch, 

SENATVS  .  POPVLVSgVE  .  ROMANVfi 

DIVO  .  TITO  .  DIVI  .  VESPASIANl  .  F 

VESPASIANO .  AVGUSTO. 

Marliano  mentions  an  inscription  ( Urb.  Rom.  Topograph, 
lib.  iii.  cap.  8.),  found  in  the  Circus  Maximus  in  his  time, 
which  more  fully  records  the  victory  of  Titus.  After  the 
titular  partj  it  runs  thus :  —  "  Quod  prteceptis  Patris  con- 
siliisque  et  Auspiciis,  Gentem  Judaeorum  Domuit,  et  Urbem 
Hierosolymam  omnibus  ante  se  ducibiis  Regibus  Genti- 
busq.  aut  frustra  petilam  aut  omnino  intentatam,  Delevit." 
—  Vide  GrtUer,  Inscrip,  p.  24*. 

Titus  was  living  at  the  time  this  inscription  was  written; 
because  there  is  tlie  distinction  between  Csesar  and  Augustus 
in  it.  Donatus  (apud  Graroium^  torn.  iii.  p.  666.)  argues  the 
point  at  great  length,  as  to  whether  "  Divus  "  was  ever 
^plied  to  any  living  emperor.  The  apotheosis  seems  to 
have  escaped  his  notice;  but  he  ends  by  concluding  the 
arch  was  at  least  not  finished  during  Titus's  Ufetime. 

The  foUowing  is  Josephus's  account  of  the  spoils  taken 
from  the  temple  at  Jerusalem :  — 

AiFfl-peire  8f  iravlwv  rot  lyKOtrotXy^ipUyla.  Tc3  ev  'If^oo-oAuftoJ^  U«3* 

jbtEV  o/AOtwf  TreTTio^jUrew]'  to  §=  e^yov  sfi^XAaxTO  t^j  Koer^  r:Jw 
yifi.erfpxv  ^^pi^eriv  (TuvijSff/af.  6  /lev  yap  ^((ro;  ^v  kj'cov  ex  Tijf 
/Satrewf  TreTn^ycuj,  Ke-rrlo)  S*  aw*  auTOU  fieixviKVvh  xatuAiVxfli, 
rpottxivris  <r^^jU.a?j  TsoLpaitKT^alav  t^v  ^k<nv  e;^ov7ef,  Au^vov  txa^og 
auTwv  st'  otxpoiv  xsp^aAxgy/xevoj,  swla  ^  t^cav  au7oi,  T^f  vapoi  Toig 
'I^uSa/ojf  ^oSo/iaSof  rijv  tIjU-^v  IpL^avi^oylei.  o,  n  vofLQ^  a  tco¥ 
^iovlixtaiv  sir)  rouroif  e^epSTO  ruty  \a^vpaiv  reAsuTaiOf, — £)€  Bello 
Jjjdaico,  lib.  vii.  cap.  5.  p.  1306.  edit.  Oxon.  1720j  and 
compare  Exodns,  chap.  xxv.  v.  32. 

Domitian  was  also  present  at  this  triumph  :  it  finished, 
continues  Josephus,  at  the  Capitol,  after  which  Simon  the 
son   of  Giora  was   strangled.       [Ibid,   p.  1307.)      Dion 


Casslus  says,  Barphoras,  which  the  commentators  (lib.  Ixvi. 
p.  1081.  in  verb.  "  xai  6  Bapjropaf ")  make  into  Bargioras, 
ue*  the  son  of  Giora. — Compare  St»  Matthew^  chap,  xiv, 
V.7. 


NOTE  UU,  page  305. 

*ExaXei  T^y  (royxAyjTov  eij  to  tou  g-i^o-jou  Aiof  lepov  oy  farwooc 
*Pa)jxa/of  M«Xou(7"iv,  I'o^ujxsvov  £v  apx?  ''^S  '^f^J  oSoO,  irpoj  t3 
n«AaTJOv  [pe/  KaT»roA»ov]  aviovlcov.  —  Plutarch*  in  vit,  Ciceron^ 
p.  868.  torn.  L  edit.  Paris.  1624,  Or  without  the  correc- 
tion which  Donatus  proposes  (vide  apud  Gravium,  torn.  iii. 
p,  602.),  the  passage  would  be  equally  intelligible  by 
supposing  a  beginning  or  head  of  one  branch  of  the  Via 
Sacra  to  be  in  the  place  we  now  plead  for.  It  is  only 
in  this  view  that  the  often  cited  passage  of  Asconius 
seems  to  be  at  all  intellirrible :  —  "  Demonstrasse  vobis  me- 
mini,"&c.  (Vide  Dissertat.  IV.  p.  160,  note  52.)  Some  re- 
mains of  this  street  were  discovered  about  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  "  dietro  la  chiesa  di  S-  Teodoro,  assai 
vicino  le  mura  della  villa  Famese."  —  Vide  Descrizione  d^ 
Miani  di  Moma  del  Conie  Bernardinij  Prefazimiej  p.  6. 


NOTE  XX,  page  310. 

By  comparing  the  two  following  passages,  it  will  be 
evident  that  the  temple  which  Ant,  Pius  obtained  for  his 
wife  was  one,  and  that  which  was  erected  to  himself  was 
another :  — 

••  Tertio  anno  imperii  sui  Faustinam  uxorem  perdidit, 
quae  a  senatu  consecrata  est,  delatis  circensibus  atque  femplo, 
et  flaminicis  et  statuis  aureis  atque  argenteis :  quum  ctiam 
ipse  hoc  concesserit,  ut  imago  ejus  cunctis  circensibus 
poneretur,"  —  Jul,  CapitoUn,  in  Ant  Pio,  cap.  vi. 

"  A  senatu  divus  est  appeliatus Meruit 

et  flaminem,  et  circenses,  et  tcmpiunty  et  sodnles  Aiitoni- 
nionos."  —  Jbid*  cap.  xiii. 


4 
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KOTES. 


N.  B-  Tlie  first  transaction  takes  place  in  the  third  year 
of  his  (Pius's)  reign  r  the  second,  after  his  death,  i,  e*  at  the 
UisL£U]ce  of  twenty  years. 

It  seems  equally  clear  that  the  temple  decreed  by  th€ 
senate  to  the  younger  Faustina  was  different  to  the  one 
erected   to  her  honour  by   Marcus,  aE  the   "  Ficns  Ha- 

**  Petiit  a  senatu  ut  honores  Faustinse  sedemque  deoer- 
tl^rent,  laudata  eadera,  &c,  Divam  etiam  Faustinam  a 
senatu  appellatam  gratulatus  est^  quam  secum  et  inaestivis 
habuerat,  ut  matrem  castrorum  appellaret,  Fecii  et  colo* 
niam  vicum  in  quo  obiit  Faustina,  et  {sdem  illi  extruxit : 
$ed  kofc  poster  cedes  Heliogabalo  dedicata  est'*  —  Capitolin^ 
in  M,  AnL  Philosop,  cap.  xxvL 

As  far,  therefore,  as  any  proof  can  be  deduced  from  the 
aboTe  authorities,  I  conceive  the  question  to  stand  un- 
touched. 


NOTE  YY,  page  SIS. 

'  The  authorities  referred  to  in  this  case  are  the  following 
in  order :  -— 

Stteton,  in  vit,  Domitian,  cap.  v.  EiUropius,  Hist,  Rom. 
Breoiar,  lib.  vii.  in  fine. 

"  Mense  sexto  ac  decimo  semet  eo  abdicavat  [j.  e.  Nerva] 
dedicate  prius  foro  quod  appellatur  Pervium,  quo  sedes 
Minervae  eminentior  consurgit  et  magnificentior."  —  Ses. 
AureL  Victor  de  CissaribuSf  cap.  xii.  in  torn.  ii.  p.  343. 
edit.  Amstelodam,  1733. 

Vid.  Donatus  de  Urb.  Vet.  lib.  ii.  cap.  23. 

Martial,  indicating  the  shop  where  his  books  were  sold, 
says  — 

"  Libertum  docti  Lucensis  quaere  Seciuidum, 
Limina  post  Pacis,  Palladiumque  Forum." 

Epig,  3.  lib.  u 

'   But  surely  the  Arco  de'  Pantani  is  not  ^*  Limina  post 
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Pacts!"    And  how  could  Donntus  know  when  Martial 
wrote  that  epigram  ?     See  Nardini,  torn.  i.  p.  S21. 

"  Statuas  Colossas  vel  pedestres  niidas,  vel  equestres, 
divis  imperatorjbus  in  Foro  Divi  Nervae,  quod  Traiisitoriuin 
dicltur,  locavit  [i\  e.  Alexander  Severus]  omnibus  cum 
titulis,  et  in  columnis  seieis,  quie  gestorum  ordiuein  cou- 
tinerent  exemplo  Augusti,  qui  summorum  virorum  statuas 
in  foro  suo  e  marmore  coUocavit,  additis  gestis."  —  .^ii 
Lamprid,  Mexand,  Severus,  cap.  xxviii. 


NOTE  ZZ,  page  337- 

Sii^ion,  in  August,  cap,  Ivi.  "  Statuns  omnium,  trium- 
phal! eifigie,  in  utraque  Fori  sui  porticu,  dedicavit,  pro- 
fetisus  edicto,"  8cc,-^  Ibid,  cap.  xxxi. 

Plin,  lib.  XXXV,  cap,  4.  and  lib.  vii.  cap.  53.  The  *'  Forum 
Augusti"  was  among  the  works  restored  by  Hadrian, 
Spartian,  in  sua  vit,  cap.  xix.  Of  this  Forum,  with  its 
Temple  of  Mars,  Ovid  thus  sings,  — 

**  Mars  venit,  et  veniens  bellica  signa  dedit 
Ultor  ad  ipse  suos  coelo  descendit  honores, 
Teniplaque  in  Augusta  coyispiciendu  Foro 
Prospicit  amiipotens,  operis  fastigia  summi 
Et  probat,  inWctos  ilia  tenere  Deos." 

Fast,  lib,  V.  v.  550. 


NOTE  AAA,  page  338, 


Speaking  of  the  ruins  about  the  Colonnacce,  he  calls 
them  "  Muraglia  d'opera  rustica,  come  il  Foro  di  Tiajmio, 
che  gliti  appresso,  notalo  nel  nostro  disegno  con  lettere  A." 
(here  he  represents  the  columns  near  the  Arco  de*  Pantani 
in  the  back-ground  of  his  design) ;  "  et  ancora  ne*  tempi 
nostri  si  leggono  nel  fregio  riufrascritte  lettere  imp.  nerva 

CAESAR.  AUG.  PONT.  MAX.  TRIB.  PONT,  (l,  f .  POT.)  II.  IMP.  U. 

pROCos.  et  questo  luogo  hora  da  vulgari  ^  chiamato  in  vece 
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del  Foro  di  NervaTarca  di  Noe  !" —  Carmicct  deirAfUichiid 
di  Boma,  lib,  i.  p.  52.  CompariDg  wlmt  has  already  be^ 
stated   of  the    Foram    Transitorium    (see   DissertaL  VI. 

p.  31 8,)j  the  antitjuary  mast  mean,  the  inscription  of  Nerva 
was  read  on  the  tuins  near  the  £olonnEu:c€i  and  not  near  th^a 
Arco  de'  Pant£ini,  which  he  calls  the  Foro  di  Trajano ; 
especially  when,  in  another  sketchj  he  gives  the  three 
columns  and  adjacent  walls,  without  any  inscription  what- 
ever on  the  frieze. —r  See  the  sketch  at  poge  32 Ij  and  con- 
sult also  the  drawings  in  Donatusy  apnd  Gnuvium,  torn,  iii- 
p.  633,  iig.  13. 

The  only  passage  which  points  directly   to   the  situ- 
ation of  Cgesar's  Forum  is  the  following ;  — 

**  Hasc  sunt  fora  Ca?sarisj  inquit: 

Haec  est  a  sacris  qns&  via  nomen  habet/* 

Ovid.  TrisL  lib.  iii.  eleg.  I . 

To  which,  however*  may  be  added  Pliny's  lotos,  whose  roots 
spread  as  far  as  the  Forum  of  CaesHr,  through  the  "  Sta- 
tioner Miuiicipiorum."  Plin.  lib.  xvi.  cap,  45,  This  plant 
was  in  the  Vdcanalej  which,  according  to  the  best  conjee* 
tiircj  stood  before  the  Temple  of  Antoninus  and  Faustina, 
which  was  in  the  Via  Sacra.  (See  Dissertat.  VI.  p.  310.) 
Taking  Ovid's  testimony  as  above,  we  have  Ceesar's 
Forum  communicating  with  the  Via  Sacra,  which  agrees 
with  our  topography.  I  have  to  acknowledge,  in  this 
labyrinth  of  Forums,  the  great  help  I  have  derived  from  a 
dissertation  written  by  Stefano  Piale  (the  editor  of  Venuti) 
published  in  1821,  with  the  Architectural  Illustrations 
of  Sig,  Saponieri.  But  I  do  not  see  what  mischief  can 
arise  from  Anastasius,  "  Ecclesia  B.  Hadriani  in  tribus 
Foris," — Wde  Dissertal.  p.  15* 


NOTE  BBB,  page  340. 

See  the  arguments  of  Dojiatus  apud  Graviumy  torn.  iiL 
p.  612.,  and  those  of  Nardhti,  in  torn.  ii.  p.  138.     But  we 


must  here  set  down  the  paramount  authorities  of  the 
classical  authors :  — 

Koiv:^!)^  II  xaTerijtraro  Tcavrcov  f^tav  sv  row  jttfTafu  tou  re 
KariTojXj'ou  Kot  tow  rTaXar/o-j  x^plw,  c-vfiTtsvohifffievaiV  ?Sij  toJv 
Aopcov  Kv)  •jFipi^oXw,  xa)  fJi'Sa-in  afj.^olv  ouo->jff  t^5  otynpaz^  sv  p 
xaTfffl-xfuatr^ij  to  ifprfv,- — Dioiiy.  Halicar*  lib.  it.  cap,  66. 
torn.  i.  p.  121.  and  comp.  ihld^  c.  50, 

*'  Tenu^re  tamen  arcem  Sablnij  atque  inde  postera  die 
f]iuun   Romanis  exercitus  instructus,  (pod  inter  Palathim 

Cnpitoliumtjue  collcm  campi  est  complesset Cm'tius 

ab  Sabinis  princeps  ab  arce  decucurrerat  et  effiisos  egerat 
Romnnos,  toto  quantum  Ibro  spatiuni  est,  nee  procul  jam 

a   porta  Palatii  erat,  clninitans,  &c Romant  Sabi- 

nique  in  media  convalle  duoinjm  tnontiuni  redintegrant 
I^rflElium." — Tit,Liv.  lib.  i.  cap.  12, 


NOTE  CCC,  page  350. 

The  state  of  this  argument  is  as  follows.  Procopius 
(De  Bdlo  Gotkico^  lib.  i.  cap.  25.)  says,  "  there  is  a  temple 
of  Janus  in  the  Forum  befor<.>  the  Curia,  a  little  above  the 
Three  Fates,  as  the  Romans  call  the  three  destinies.  Then 
follows  some  descriptiou  of  it.  The  church  of  S.  Adrinno 
was  culled,  in  the  middle  ages,  **  in  Tribus  Fatis;"  which 
appears  to  be  the  best  reading  in  Anastasius,  (vide  torn.  i. 
p.  2't7.  note  (a).)  And  in  the  Ordo  Romaiius  of  114-3, 
the  pope^s  procession  to  the  Lateran  passes  *'  sub  arcu 
Triumf)hali  inter  Ihnplum  Falale  et  templum  Concordise;" 
and  tliere  arc  several  other  authorities  which  bear  more 
or  less  directly  upon  this  point  for  establishing  the 
Temple  of  Janus<  See  Nardmrs  Labour,  in  torn.  ii.  p»  2  ]  5. 
and  torn.  i.  p.  320.  But  I  may  well  be  excused  from  enter- 
ing into  a  discussion  of  which  thai  indefatigable  writer 
says,  "  Sono  de'  Giani  controversie  intncatissimc  tragli 
scrittorL" 
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NOTE  DDD,  page  360. 

The  **  Curiee  Veteres"  were  used  by  the  priests;  the 
*•  Curia  HostUia"  by  the  senate.  "  Autekafic  Rostre,  cpjus 
id vocabulum  ex  hostibus  capta  fixa  sunt  Rostra" —  Varro 
de  LiT^,  Lat,  lib,  iv-  cap.  32. 

In  tracing  the  Pomoerium  of  Romulus  from  the  Tower 
of  the  Campidoglioj  it  will  be  recollected  that  Tacitus  brings 
IIS  to  the  "  Curiae  Veteres"  on  the  side  of  the  Palatine 
Hill,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  Cslian.  This  fact,  joined  to 
a  passage  in  Livy,^  "  Xemplumque  ordini  ah  se  attcto  Curiam 
fecit,  qua;  Hostilia  usque  ad  patrura  nostrorum  setatem 
appellata  est"  {lib,  i.  c.  17.),  —  will  sufficiently  prove  the 
following  passage  in  P.  Victor  [Hegio  11.)  to  be  spurious^ 
except  the  first  three  words  :  —  "  Regia  Tulli  Hostilu  teni~ 
pluTJique  quod  is  in  Curiatn  redegii  otdini  a  se  aucio  ;  *'  and 
this  explodes  the  error  (see  NoUPs  Great  PInn  of  Home) 
of  calling  the  vast  ruin  on  the  C^elian  Hill,  in  the  garden 
of  the  Passionists,  the  Curia  HostiUa ! 


NOTE  EEE,  page  372. 

The  following  are  the  authorities  made  use  of  for  the 
"  Via  Nova,"  set  down  in  order :  — 

"  Hoc  sacrificium  (scilicet,  Accse  Laurentiae)  fit  in  Ve- 
labro  qua  in  Kovam  Viam  exitur,  ut  aiunt  quidaxn,  ad  se- 
pulchrum  Accse."  —  Varro  de  Ling.  Lot,  lib.  v.  cap.  8. 

"  Cujus  vestigia,  quod  ea  qua  turn  itur  Velabrum,  et  unde 
ascendebant  ad  Rumam  Via  Nova  [vel,  ad  summam  Novam 
Viam]  lucus  est,  et  Sacellum  Larium." — Ibid,  lib.  iv.  cap,  7« 
Compare  Cicer,  ad  Brutum,  Ep.  15. 

**  Eodem  anno  M.  Ceeditius  de  plebe  nuntiavit  Tribunis 
se  in  Nova  Via,  ubi  nunc  sacellum  est  super  aedem  Vestae, 
vocem  noctis  silentio  audisse,"  &c. — Tit.  Liv,  lib.  v,  cap.  18, 

"  Nam  non  multo  ante  Urbem  captam  exaudita  vox  est  a 
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luco  Vestffi,  qui  a  Palatii  ratlice  in  Novain  Viam  devexu» 
est." — '  Cicero  dc  DtxnnaL  lib.  1.  cap.  4*. 

"  Forte  revertabar  Festis  Vestalibus  ilia, 

QuQ.  Nova  Romano  nunc  Via  juncta  Foro  est." 
Ovid.  Fast,  lib,  v.  395. 
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NOTE  FFF,  page  375. 

Vide  Manorie  d'  Ulisse  Aldroandi,  No.  3.  stampaie  in 
\  556 ;  jiuhlicate  dal  Avvocato  Fea  Miscellanea  Critical  Sfc, 
Rom.  1790,  p.ccvi.  Andreas  Fulvio  {Antichifd  di  Homay 
carta  118.)  says,  "  There  were  sepulchres  ibuntl,  and  the 
iiame^  of  the  Vestal  Virgins  were  written  over  them;  and 
there  were  more  than  twelve  of  them."  He  then  gives  two 
examples,  from  which  we  transcribe  the  following :  - — 

CLAELME  .  CLAVDUNAE  .  V  .  V  .  MAXIM  .  RELlOIOf'ISSlMAE  .  DENIGMSSIMAEIj. 

CVIVt  .  HITVJI  .  ET.  PLENAM  .  SACHORVM  .  EBOA  .  DECS .  ADMINISTRATIONEM  .  VKBIi 

AET^BNAE*  UAVpEBVa  .  aa.  COMBHO»A* ,OVTAVlA.  HONORATA  .  V.V.  p|VINI»  •  ClVf 

APMOMTIONIUVS  .SftMI-EK  .  PBOVECTA. 

The  rest  of  these  inscriptions  will  be  found  in  GnUer, 
torn.  ii.  p.  cccx.,  edit.  Amstelod.  1 707,  in  4  toin.,  who  speaks 
more  vaguely  of  the  spot  wiiere  they  were  discovered,  as 
"  In  Via  Sacra  ad  radices  Palatii"  Tlie  church  of  S.  Maria 
Liberatrice  was  formerly  culled  S.  Sylvestro  iii  Lacu,  which 
is  supposed  by  some  to  have  reference  to  the  "  Lacus 
JuturniE  ;"  and,  by  consequence,  the  temple  of  Vesta, 
should  be  placed  here.  But  wliy  not  have  reference  to  the 
more  populur  Lacus  Curtius  (see  Memoiie  di  Flam.  Vacca^ 
No.  2.),  or  the  Lupercal?  And  as  to  the  inscriptions,  we 
must  first  know  how  near  to,  and  on  what  side  of,  the 
church  they  were  found  :  but  even  then  they  proix:  notliing; 
for  a  great  number  of  others  of  the  same  description  have 
been  discoveretl  in  various  parts  of  Rome,  sliowing  tliat 
honorary  epitaphs  to  the  Vestal  Virgins  were  most  common. 
Grt4tef\  toni.  ii.  p.  cccxi,  cccxli.     At 


Comp. 


Campo 


*  Si^  FulWut,  prO|  Laudtbus  sanctuumis  coraprokavit  Octavia  IXpnoi^, 
VnUtk  Virgo? 
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di  Fiore,  for  instance,  was  found  one  of  the  following 
tenor  :  —"  Fl*  FtihiUcitE  w  max.  merito  sanctissintee  ac  piissi- 
tni^  tjius  rite  et  pefuigili  administratione  ortvties  gradus  laude 
cumtdata  sacra  &ua  venerata  xuvit  ui  seculan  ^tate  mmisterio 
adsit  et  in  fiUui^  perseoeret  Q,  Terentim  Btijhs^"  S^e, — Id, 
p.  cccxi.  No,  2.  I  conceive  the  opinion  of  those  anti- 
quaries who  would  have  the  "  Lucus  Vesta*'  near  the 
dxurch  above  mentioned  to  be  fully  entitled  to  this 
notice* 


NOTE  GGG,  page  379. 

*'  SeiTiliua  Lacus  appellabatur  ab  eo,  qui  eum  faciendum 
curaverat  in  principio  Vici  Jugarii  continens  Basilica  Julia?, 
in  quo  loco  fuit  effigies  hydrs  posita  a  M,  Agrippa."  ^ 
Fest,  in  verb.  Servilius. 

From  the  top  of  this  BasiLca  Caligula  threw  money  to 
the  people  during  several  days.  —  Suet,  in  *idt.  epis,  cap. 
xxxvii.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  believe,  on  that  accounts 
that  he  made  hLs  bridge  pass  over  it !  {Ihid,  cap.  xxii.)  Vid, 
Euseb,  Chrantcon,^  No,  hdcccclxxi. 

Jos.  Scaliger  produces  an  inscription  of  Augustus,  which, 
if  genuine,  proves  much :  — 

FORTH . IVLITM .  ET .  BASILICAM .  QUAE .  VTIT.  INTER  .  AEDEH.CASTORIS.ET.ASDXM 
MTVRNI .  COEPTA .  PROrLIGATAQVE  .  OPERA  .A .  PATRE .  HEO .  PERPICI . 

The  Basilica  was  restored  and  decorated  with  a  statue 
A.D.  378j  in  the  reign  of  Valentinian  II.,  by  Gabinius  Vettius 
Probianus,  praefect  of  the  city,  as  appears  from  another  in- 
scription in  Gruier,  Corp,  Inscrip.  p.  lxxi.  No.  7. 


NOTE  HHH,  page  S83. 

*^  Incendio  a  Foro  Boario  orto  diem  noctemque  aedificia  in 
Tiberim  versa  arsere,  tabernseque  omnes,  cum  magni  pretii 
mercibus,  conflagraverunt."  —  Tit.  Liv*  lib.  xxxv.  cap.  40. 

Nardini,  anxious  to  show  from  this  passage  that  the 
Forum   Boarium   did   not  extend  as  far  as  the  Tyber, 
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reasons  foolishly  {Rom.  Avtkay  tona.  i'u  p.  258.) ;    and  he 
is  not  a  little  puzzled  with  the  two  lines  in  Ovid    — 

"  Pontibus  et  magno  juncta  est  celeberrima  Circo 
Area,  quae  posito  de  hove  nomen  habet." 

Fast,  lib,vi.  *77. 

The  words  *'  area"  and  "juncta"  of  the  poet  are  evi- 
dently to  be  taken  with  some  limitations,  unless  we  would 
have  the  Foruta  Boarium  aboul  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
circumference  :  he  means,  "  inter  Tyberim  et  carceres." 
The  historian,  on  the  other  hand,  means  what  he  says ;  but 
he  does  not  say  that  the  buildh]gs  standing  towards  the 
river,  and  the  shops,  were  unconnected  with  the  Forum, 
nor  the  contrary.  It  is  only  from  the  Regionaries  we  ven- 
ture to  affirm  that  the  Fonim  in  question  did  not  reach 
the  Tyber, 


NOTE  III,  page  384.  ^ 

"( 

The  inscription  contains,  first,  the  names  and  titles  of 
Severus ;  secondly,  those  of  Caracalla  ;  after  which  came 
Geta's,  beginning  at  the  ntm  cos .  iJi.  &c. ;  lastly,  Julia, 
with  the  title  of  mater  casthorvm,  &c.  To  them  the 
Arch  is  consecrated  by  the 

AROENTARI  . ET .  NEOOTIANTES.  BOArI.  BVIVS., i?."'2"!L'DEV0Tl  .NVMINI.EOHVK 

On  which  it  is  to  be  observed,  tliat  "  Boarii"  agrees  only 
with  *^  Negotiantes ; "  and  to  tlie  word  "  Loci "  has  been 
substituted  "  Loci  qui  inveheut ; "  —  so  that  it  reads  thus : 
"  Tlje  tradesmen  and  catde-dealers  of  this  place  icFio  make 
coniributioft"  Tliis  subsequent  restriction  shows  that  some 
of  them  had  refused  or  neglected  to  pay  their  contributions  j 
and  tlierefore  those  who  had  paid,  took  all  the  credit,  and, 
perhaps,  monopolized  the  privileges  gi'anted  by  the  Em- 
peror in  return  for  the  monument. 
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NOTE  KKK,  page  390. 


As  this  is  the  last  time  we  shall  recur  to  the  limits  of  the 
Roman  Forum,  it  may  be  useful  to  review,  in  a  few  words, 
the  system  we  have  adopted,  as  compared  with  the  one  op- 
posed to  it  No  one  denies  that  the  Forum  is  to  be  limited 
at  the  temple  of  Vesta,  where  the  Via  Nova  joined  it. 
But  the  question  is,  whether  that  temple  was  at  or  near 
the  church  of  S.  Theodoro,  or  behind  tlie  church  of 
S.  Maria  Liberatrice,  Our  system  adopts  the  former 
opinion,  and  the  authorities  have  been  laid  down  for  it;  — 
not,  however,  insisting  upon  the  fact  of  the  said  church 
occupying  the  identical  site  of  the  temple ;  for  there  is 
some  reason  to  believe  it  does  not  (see  p.  373);  and  we 
are  inclined  to  take  it  a  little  nearer  tlie  Curia.  This 
allows  us  some  latitude  for  shortening  the  Forum  under  the 
Capitol^  i.  e.  as  far  as  we  can  prolong  the  Vicus  Jugarius 
to  meet  it ;  yet,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  cannot  be 
contracted  to  a  le&s  space  than  that  indicated  in  the  text; 
and  may  have  extended  further.  On  the  other  hand,  tliose 
who  would  cut  off  the  Forum  by  the  building  of  the  eight 
granite  columns  on  the  Ciivus  Capitolinus,  fix  their  temple 
of  Vesta  behind  the  S.  Maria  Liberatrice,  chiefly  alleging 
the  authority  of  the  twelve  inscriptions  which  we  have 
already  mentioned :  but,  waving  the  arguments  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  there  are  several  strong  object 
tions  to  this  old  system ;  first,  a  space  so  limited  could 
hardly  be  sxiid  to  lie  between  the  Capitoline  and  Palatine 
hills ;  secondly,  it  would  be  impossible  to  crowd  the  edii- 
fices  we  read  of  ag  being  in  the  Forum  and  under  the 
Palatium  into  such  a  narrow  compass,  es|Tecially  when  we 
consider  the  existence  of  that  large  building  called  the 
Graecostasis ;  thirdly,  there  would  be  left  such  a  wide 
district  between  the  Foium  and  the  Velabrum  unfilled  up, 
and  that  in  a  situaliou  the  most  dignified,  that  many  of  the 
authors  we  have  cited  would  become  quite  unintelligible- 
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ff>aTfiajv  'Effaf,  >£0»*^v  Ss,  x.  t.  A.;  as  already  cited  in  p,  483., 
from  Diony,  Halicarn.  lib.ii.  cap.  66.  p.  121.  torn.  i. 


NOTE  LLL,  page  396. 

**  Filippo  Aurelio  Viscontl  wrote  a  treatise  upon  this 
column  and  the  inscription  (edit.  Rom.  1813,  in  4to.)<  As 
there  are  but  few  inscriptions  of  the  seventli  century 
existing,  we  shall  set  this  down  at  length  :  — 

f   OPTimO  .  CLEMENT! SA/JtfO  .  rilSSIMOQVE 

PRINCIPr  .  DOMINO  .  N.  VHOCAE  .  J MFER ATOKl 

PERPE*n'0  .  A  .  DO  .  COnONAlXJ  .  THIVMPHATOUI 

SEMPER  .  AVGVSTO 

SMARAGDVS  ,  EX  .  PRAEPOS  .  SACR!  .  PALATII 

AC  .  PATRICIVS  .  ET  .  EXAaCHVS  .  ITALIAE 

DEVOTVS  .  EIVS  .  CLEMENTIAE 

PRO  •  INNVMERABILIBVS  .  PIETATIS  .  EIVS 

BENEFICIIS  .  ET  ,  PRO  ,  QfTETE 

PKOCVRATA  .  ITAL .  AC  .  CONSERT-^rA  .  LIBERTATE 

HANC  .  HTATVAM  .  PlETAtlS  .  EIVS 

AVRI  .  SPLENDOii£  .  FVLGENi:%M  ,  HVIC 

SViiLIMI  .  COLXUViAE  .  AD  .  PERENNEM 

IP8JV8  ,  GLORIAM  .  JWPOSVIT  .  AC  .  DEDICAVIT 

DIE  .  PRIMA  .  MENSIS  .  AVGVST  .  INDICT  -  VND 

VC  .  PIETATIS  .  EIVS  .  ANNO  .  QVINTO. 

Sinaragdus  was  Exarch  of  Italy  at  two  distinct  periods  ; 
the  first  under  the  Emperor  Maurice,  from  5S'^  to  588  ; 
and  the  second  from  about  the  end  of  Maurice's  reign, 
602,  to  609  :  so  that  he  held  the  office  in  all  for  12  years. 
This  column  was  erected  in  his  eleventh  uppointment  [iw- 
tUctione  itud€cima\  which  answers  to  the  fifth  consulship  of 
Phocas ;  "  Prevclarce  pietatis  ejus  anno  quinio" 


NOTE  MMM,  page  398. 

Upon  some  of  those  marbles  are  inscriptiojib ;    as,  for 
instance :  — • 


■r  AeANAi: 

AnOTPOnAIAI 

£X  •  6RA'cVti6 
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.     Aif A€lKAl&OIC 
,  eEOIC 

These  have  been  two  votive  altars  brooght  from  some 
temple  to-  make  the  steps  of  the  column  with !  The  fol- 
lowing has  been  taken  from  a  septalchre,  and  deserves 
inserting:  — 

.  ft^P^ .  A .  te .  miui .  riERt  ^ 

crriiXE 

INIQVA  •  rORTVMA .  ZNVIDIT 

HOC .  EOO  .  TIBI .  FECI 

MATER  •  INFEUCISSIMA* 


NOTE  NNN,  page  431. 

VefiuHt  Antichiti  di  Boma^  torn.  i.  p.  119. — The  anti- 
quaries who  consider  those  walls  on  the  Monte  Caprino  as 
remains  of  the  Capitoline  fortress,  endeavour  to  strengthen 
their  opinion  by  appealing  to  a  peculiarity  which,  has  been 
observed  in  the  construction.  In  building  up  the  found- 
ations, the  ancient  Romans  did  not  change  the  natural 
form  of  the  rock,  considering  it  too  sacred  to  be  violated. 
The  only  exemplification  of  this  fact,  or  this  idea,  I  can 
now  trace,  is  in  that  ascent  to  the  Monte  Caprino  opposite 
to  the  inscription  of  Gregory  XIII.,  underneath  the  wall  of 
the  garden  on  the  left ;  and  there  are  further  traces  of  the 
rock  lower  down  the  Via  di  Monte  Tarpeia,  at  the  houses 
Nos.  13,  14.  Signor  Piale  justly  observes,  that  there  might 
be  art  and  solidity  in  this  design,  independently  of  the  reli- 
gious motive ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  nothing  can  better 
illustrate  the  words  of  Dionysius  with  regard  to  the  found- 
ations of  the  temple :  — Tov  /xev  hv  Xo'tpov  1^*  o3  to  Upov  l/xsXXev 
iSpva<rflai,  n-oXAijj  Seoju-svov  TrpotyfxccTetots*  ovre  yap  euvpoiro^os  ^y, 
Sre  oiiotkosy  «XX'  awOTOfjioc^  xsti  slj  xopufi}V  (rvvayo/xsvof  ofeTav 
eiva\r}f/^fi'Ot(riv  u\|/)jXo»j  woXXa;^o5sv  TrepiXa^wv,  xal  woXuv  ;^ouv  eij 
TOVjw-eTafu  Tcuv  ts  ccvotXrjfj^i/^otTWV^  Kct)  t^j  xopvp^i  TOVQv  efx.popr}croiSy 
If^a-Khv  yevscflai  Trapsrxguatre,  xsa  Trpo;  u^o^op^ijv  Upwv  gTiTij^e*- 
oVaTov,  —  Lib.  iii.  cap.  C9.  p.  192,  and  lib.  iv.  p  24Q. 


NOT£S< 


491 


^  The  words  "  in  alta  crepitudine"  are  rung  in  our  ears 
wlienever  we  ascend  the  Aracoeli ;  but  why  not  equally 
fippiicable  to  the  Moiite  Cnprino  with  these  remains  of 
substructions?  Veniiti  (iff.  p.  120.)  measures  the  walls  in 
the  Cafferelli  garden  to  be  114pahns  in  length,  13  in 
height,  and  oach  block  of  pepcrine  4  palms  by  1 ;  the  piece 
of  wall  forming  the  angle  is  13  palms.  Piranesi  has  given 
a  view  of  these  ruins,  under  the  title  of  "  Walls  and  turrets 
of  the  Capitol."  —  Vid.  Anfichiid  di  Rom.  tav.  xliv.  ji.  34. 
And  in  Nibhy  {Miira  di  Rojrta,  i^-c)  we  have  a  small  draw- 
ing of  them  from  the  superior  hand  of  Sir  Wm.  Gell.  — 
Vid.  tav.  ii.  edit.  Rom.  1820. 


NOTE  000,  page  435. 


In  a  bull  oF  the  anti-Pope  Anacletus  IL,  issued  pro- 
bably in  1130j  the  whole  of  the  Capitoline  mount  is  made 
a  giant  of  to  the  Abbot,  and  his  successors,  of  St.  Mary's 
and  St.  John  Baptist's  in  tlie  Capitol ;  that  is,  the  monastery 
of  Aracceii.  This  document  affords  a  curious  descrijition 
of  the  state  of  the  Capitol  at  that  period.  The  following 
is  the  substance  of  it:  —  "  Totum  niontem  Capitol  ii  in  in- 
tegrum cum  casis,  cryptls,  cellis,  corlibus,  hortis,  arboribus 
fructiferis  ct  infructiferJs,  cumjjw7/n/  Cancellaruc^  cum  terra 
ante  Monaslerium,  qui  locus  Nundinarum  vocatur,  cum 
parietihus,  pctrisj  ct  columnis,  et  omnibus  ad  eiun  gene- 
raliter  pertiucntibus  ;  qui  istis  finibus  tertninatur:  a  prime 
latere  via  publica,  qute  duciL  per  Clivum  Argcuiarii^  qui  nunc 
descensus  Leonis  Prothi  appellatur ;  nb  alio  latere  via 
piiblica,  qu£c  ducit  sub  Capttolium,  et  exlnde  descendlt  per 
liniiteni  et  appendiceal  super  hortos  quos  oliiii  Ildebi'andus, 
et  Joannes  Diaconus,  ct  ha?retles  Joannis  de  Gninico 
tenuerunt,  usque  in  Tcmplnm  majiis,  quod  respicit  super 
Alefanium  ;  a  tertio  latere  ripa;,  (pirc  fuit  super  fontem  de 
Macello,  et  exindc  revolventes  se  per  npjiendiccs  saas  super 
Canapara,  usque  in  Carnarium  S.  Tlieodori ;  a  quarto  vcro 
latere  ab  eodem  Carnatio  ascendit  per  caveam,  in  qua  petra 
versiiicata,  exiude  descendit  per  horlum  Sancti  Sergii  usque 
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in  hortunij  qui  est  sub  Cancellarts,  reniens  p^  gradus 
centum  usque  ad  primum  B!BnBfn" -^  Padre  Waddingo^ 
AnnaL  Minor,  torn.  ilL  No.  41.  p.  256.  For  an  illustration 
of  which  we  must  refer  to  the  Padre  Calogera,  MaccoUa 
d^  Ojmscoli  Soientif.  ^c,  torn.  xx»  p,  102.  Basilica  Argen- 
taria  and  Elephant  us  Herharius  are  found  in  P»  Victor^ 
Me^on,  VlUu  The  Clivus  Argentarii  is  evidently  on  the 
side  nearest  Marforio ;  the  Elephantus,  at  the  Piazza 
Montanara;  Templum  Majus^  very  probably,  means 
Jupiter  Capitoliaiis. 


END  OV  THE  FIB8T  TOLUME. 


Pliotcd  by  A.  &  R.  Spottitwoodtj 
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